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Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please
him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while
in the body, whether good or bad. Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to
persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. We
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take
pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in

the heart. If

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is plain
to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. We are not trying to commend ourselves

to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those
who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. If we are “out of our mind,” as

some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him

who died for them and was raised again.

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has

come: The old has gone, the new is here!

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Mark 4:26-32

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the

ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he
does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain - first the stalk, then the head, then the
full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest

has come.”

Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the
birds can perch in its shade.”

This is the word of the Lord. May the reading and the hearing of your word inform our
minds, comfort our souls and guide out feet.



