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Thank you to all those who decorated for the Christmas season, and
those who set up for the Advent
meals and prepared the food! Anything we do takes the cooperation of
many people and it is appreciated!

Epiphany and the time after it focus
on the fact that the Magi are the
first non Jews to see Jesus and the
ministry of Jesus. Believe it or not
but Lent is not far behind, February
18!

As I write this we are in the 12 days
of Christmas which goes until
Epiphany, January the 6th. I‘ve come
across people who think the 12 days
precede Christmas and are ready to
take down their trees already. We
will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday,
Jan. 4, as the Sunday after Epiphany,
Jan. 11 is the celebration of the baptism of Jesus. It will be a service of
lessons and carols, much like our
Christmas Eve service, just different
lessons and hymns.

I hope that you are having a blessed
Christmas and that the joy of the
birth fills your life with hope. The
light of Jesus continues to shines
thru each of us in a sometimes very
dark world!

Hello, again,
Another year behind us and
another year ahead. With God’s
grace we will see many wonderful
things again at Christ the King.
The Advent season was so
special as we prepared for the birth
of our Savior. Special thanks to
Jean Day and her helpers, Jon,

We will have our annual congregational meeting on Sunday, January
11 following worship. All are welcome but only voting members can
vote – those who have been confirmed, communed and made a gift
of record in the last two years and

Ben, Will, and Amanda, for their
work on organizing our Advent’s
suppers.
“Thank
you” to the
ones who donated the
beautiful new
Christmas tree

are members of CTK. We will approve our budget, elect Council
members – any voting member can
be elected to Council. We will also
make some decisions on an anonymous gift that was made to CTK in
December of $50,000. The giver
shared with me some thoughts on
the gift. It is left up to Council to
decide what part of the gift is restricted, given for a specific purpose
and unrestricted. None of the gift
can go toward line items in the
budget. The giver shared with me
that part of the gift should be for
the youth Gathering in Detroit, ECCHO and some other items.
Whether those funds will be restricted or unrestricted is not yet
(continued on page 2)

and all those who helped to make
our church look so beautiful.
Another big “thank you” to
Devin Ames for organizing the
Youth Christmas program. This is
always one of the best parts of
Christmas and this year was no
different. The program was so
(continued on page 3)
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determined. At the January 2012
Congregational meeting we approved a gift policy and the part
related to unrestricted gifts follows:
“B5.06 Unrestricted gifts
shall be transferred to the
designated E.L.C.A. Mission
Investment Fund account
(to be disbursed as needed
but at least yearly) with
these minimums as follows:
A-10% for
ministries
beyond the
congregation, such
as food
pantries,
disaster relief, homeless shelters, etc.
B-20% for
congregational permanent endowment

Sunny’s note cont’d...
special and it is such a gift to see
our youth involved in worship this
way.
Now...for the new aluminum, back-lit cross on the side of
our building...wow, just wow! As
you come over the hill on Route 60
going past our building it can’t be
missed. This was a dream of Mark

C-10% for new ministries in the congregation not currently in
the budget -start up
money.

After the meeting, DO go downstairs to the Fellowship Hall where
an Epiphany Celebration and cancer
research fundraiser will take place
from noon until 6 p.m.. Details are
in the “Tidbits” section of this
newsletter, and more will be in the
bulletin insert on January 4th.

D-10% for synod
mission support.

May God bless you as we seek to
carry God’s word to all!

fund.

B5.07 Percentage for A, B,
C & D shall be set at a
called congregational
meeting at such time as a
distribution is to be made.”

Pastor Carl

What this means is that we decided
then where 50% of all unrestricted
gifts go and then left it up to each
congregational meeting to decide
on the other 50% of unrestricted
gifts given that year. In addition,
this donor plans to make smaller
annual gifts to CTK for the next
several years, but how many is not
yet determined.
Think about serving on Council,
pray about what ministry you think
our unrestricted gift should serve
and come prepared to the Congregational meeting!

Metz that has now come true.
Hopefully by the time you
read this, all the lights will be
working on the front of the building. I spoke with “Signs, Inc.”
and they said the lights will be on
before Christmas Eve...fingers
crossed…
Lastly, back to the Memorial Garden and Labyrinth, it’s
coming together brick by brick.

The location will be on the left of
the pavilion close to the edge of
our property with a walk leading
to it. Also, Linda Wichman-Hager
has donated a special flag and flag
pole which will be included.
May God bless all of you in 2015
with His perfect peace.
Love to all,
Sunny
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Celebrating Bishop Ralph Dunkin (by Paul Wangerin)
After 18 years of serving our WV-WMD
Synod, Bishop Dunkin will retire in Summer, 2015. The day of recognition and
celebration for his work with us is Saturday, August 22, 2015. If he has touched
your ministry in some way, please send
congratulatory and thank you cards, notes
and/or letters by July 1st to either George
Friedline at 411 Susan Street, New Martinsville WV 26155, or email them at
<gfried@suddenlink.net> or to Paul
Wangerin at 3936 Ashton Woods Drive,
Moorefield WV 26836 or email them at
<pula1945@hardynet.com> A scrapbook
will be compiled from what is received,
then presented on August 22nd.

The synod also wants to rename the Warwood Scholarship Fund to “The Bishop
Ralph Dunkin and Warwood Scholarship
Fund.” The annual growth of this fund is
used to provide scholarships to our
synod’s seminary students. Currently,
there is about $92,000 invested principal
n the fund; the synod would like to raise
$8000 by July 31st to increase that
amount to $100,000.
Our special offering on February 1st will
be CTK’s contribution to this fund. You
may also send a check directly to the
synod; make checks payable to “WVWMD ELCA Synod” and mark your check
in the memo line “Bishop’s Scholarship
Fund.”

Dollars and Sense
ECCHO

Treasurer’s Report

Items of the Month

11/1/2014 through 11/30/2014
Income
Envelope
Plate
Interest
Misc. Designated Funds
Total Income
Expense
Mission Support
Pastor's Salary & Allow.
Other Salaries & Allow.
Worship
Stewardship
Office
Youth
Property
Total Expense
Grand Total

13,112.00
75.77
0.57
830.85
14,019.19

Spaghetti
Sauce and
Spaghetti

502.00
5,312.99
788.78
45.86
18.97 IN OUR PRAYERS: Jean Day and family upon the
107.56 death of her brother, Maria Hager, Carolyn Breisler, Margy
(25.00) Barrett, Flo Williams, Wailana Grove, John Ross, (Devin’s
1,280.89 friend), the Blakeley family (sudden death), the Farley fam8,032.05
ily (death after accident), the Marshall University family on
5,987.14 the death of their president, Maggie Holton (Izzy and Ava’s
friend), Pastor Ed Bowen, and Pastor Jennifer Obermueller.

ECCHO NEWS
The ECCHO Board of Di- or information.
rectors and volunteers met Thurs-

Food Bank in Huntington at 19

Christ the King has do-

day, December 4, for another deli- nated $1,820.31 to ECCHO during
cious Christmas dinner and inter- 2014. In addition, a Thrivent Fiesting program provided by St. nancial
Stephen Catholic Church.

for

Lutherans

grant

matched $295 of money raised for

cents a pound.
Thank you to all who have
contributed!
If you can spare a few
hours, the center is open

During November, ECCHO 15 Thanksgiving food baskets for
served 1,407 people: 1,328 people ECCHO clients, who were very
received food; 1,115 people found appreciative. Thanks to Dee Fike,
clothes; 239 families were given Jon and Ben Day, Amy Rundgren,
household supplies; 45 families and Dean Twedt for helping with
found miscellaneous items; 8 chil- the food baskets.
dren were provided with new socks
and

new

Current ECCHO needs are

underwear.

ECCHO canned meats, peanut butter, jelly,

served 13 new families.

spaghetti sauce, pasta, soup, vege-

In addition to food, cloth- tables,

fruits,

macaroni

and

ing, and household items, ECCHO cheese, any type of nutritious

Mondays and Wednesdays from

provided clients with references to food. Personal

items

10 am to 3 pm. Workers are

state and county agencies from (toothpaste and brushes, soap, de-

needed to fill food orders, stock

which they could obtain assistance odorant,

detergent,

the pantry, and sort clothing.

towels, wash cloths, blankets,

Please call Cathy Twedt (743-

sheets, and fall/winter clothing are

6536), Dee Fike (733-6543), or

also needed.

the ECCHO Center (743-9238

care

shampoo),

The Item of the Month will
continue to be announced in the

during operation hours) with any
questions you may have.

Sunday bulletins and The Proclamation. Monetary donations will

Cathy Twedt,

be used to purchase food and other

ECCHO Board of Directors

items from the Facing Hunger

Committee
Reports
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Share Your Time!

Church Cleaning

New Copier

If you want to volunteer to do
something at the church (like altar
guild or ushering) but have not
been motivated yet to do so, make
a new year’s resolution to do so!
Many hands make light work…and
stewardship is year-round!

At the December Council meeting,
eliminating the janitor’s position
at Christ the King was discussed
due to our budget constraints; it
would save the congregation about
$3000.

The copier we have had was old.
The splotches on our worship bulletins were due to a tear of the material that surrounds the drum, and
toner was filling that hole. Replacement parts were harder to
get.

Aluminum Cans
Please bring your aluminum cans
(flattened, if possible) to worship
the first Sunday of every month,
for this month, it’s January 4th.
(Leave them in your vehicle until
after worship, then put them in
Kathy’s car.)
They will be taken to a recycling
center in Huntington and the
money earned will go towards
whatever the special offering of the
month is, or, as determined by the
Stewardship Committee. In January, the Witness Committee will
benefit.
We may need a truck to transport
them if we get more than Kathy’s
car can hold. Anyone willing to
help???

In order to do this, we would need
church members to step forward
and volunteer weekly in order to
clean the church. If you would be
willing to do so, sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex.
Council will look at this list at
their January meeting and make a
decision then regarding the position. The Council left the item
budgeted for 2015 in the event
there is not enough interest.

Brick Cross
As one drives up the hill into our
parking lot, few notice the large
brick cross on the west side of the
building; it has now been covered
with the same brushed aluminum
finish as our church name on the
south side shingles. It has lighting
behind it like our church name;
it’s beautiful and a great witness!

Our new used one, delivered Dec.
22nd, is now connected with our
computers, which is saving time,
ink, and paper costs! The printing
is also much clearer!
Thank you to those who provided
the newer copier to our congregation!!! Our Christmas bulletins
were the first ones you saw that
were copied upon the new copier!

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

FRI

1

2

SAT

23
9-11 am
Exercise classes

4

5

10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship
12 noonWorship
Meeting
7:30 pm YG

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Praise Painters

6

7

8

5:30-7:30 pm
7 pm Church
Exercise Classes Council

5:30 -7:30 pm 7-9 pm
Exercise Classes Praise Painters

11

12

14

13

15

5:30 -7:30 pm 7-9 pm
Exercise Classes Praise Painters

18

21

20

16

25
10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship
With Pastor
Matt Riegal

22

23

7:30 pm YG

24
9-11 am
Exercise Classes

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

5:30 -7:30 pm 7-9 pm
5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes Praise Painters
Exercise Classes

26

27

28
12 noon:
deadline to
submit articles
for the
newsletter

9:30-11:30 am
Praise Painters

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

17
9-11 am
Exercise classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

7:30 pm YG

10
9-11 am
Exercise classes

5:30 -7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship
12 noon Annual Congrega5:30-7:30 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm
tional Meeting
12-6 Fundraiser Exercise Classes Exercise Classes

19

9

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

29

7-9 pm
Praise Painters

30

31
3-5 Dinner for
the
Hungry @
First UMC,
B’ville
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New for 2015!!!!
2015 offering envelopes are available
in the narthex (or in the Meet and
Greet Room)!

Meeting
Jan. 6th
@ 7 p.m.

2015 flower chart sign-up list is
posted on the bulletin board in the
narthex!

14—Mary-Grace Bannon
19-Snowball Ward
20—Subha Arthur

Please note
that this is 2
weeks earlier!

24—Amy Rundgren

2015 afterafter-worship refreshments
signsign-up list is available in the Meet
and Greet room!

28—Kristy Perry
31—Joann Hynus

Assisting Minister - Becky Metz
Acolyte - Jon Day
Jan. 4

Jan. 11

Jan. 18

Jan. 25

Greeter

Patsy McComas

Winnie Rice

Christy Ward

Keith Ward

Ushers

Jim Fankhanel
Christy Ward

Patsy McComas
Jane Peterson

Harry Peterson
Tom Kisling

Winnie Rice
Linda Van Matre

Altar Care

Carolyn Breisler

Anita Howard

Barbara Cook

Cathy Twedt

Counters

Kitty Kelly-Smoot
Carolyn Breisler

Patsy McComas
Flo Williams

Dee Fike
Winnie Rice

Becky Metz
Ben Day

Nursery

Kathy EckstamAmes

Barbara Cook

Kirsten Cook

Kerrianna Cornett
Paula Ames

Baked Goods

Kathy EckstamAmes

Fundraiser luncheon
at CTK

open

open

The Proclamation
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Tidbits...
Blue Christmas

Thank you!!

On December 22nd, two B’ville
United Methodist churches, a
Presbyterian Church, and CTK
sponsored a Blue Christmas Worship Service at First UMC in
B’ville “for people walking in
darkness...for people walking in
pain or grief...for people hoping
that joy and peace are possible…”
understanding that the holidays
are not always happy for everyone. It was a very spiritual time!
CTK will probably host it next
year on or around the longest day
of the year.

Terry and Linda Adams thank you
from the deepest part of their
hearts for all of your prayers for
their daughter, Maria Hager, who
had 9 hour successful surgery to
remove cancer on Dec. 2nd in
Houston.

Congratulations!
Rachel and Keith Ward are the
proud parents of Jacqueline Rose,
who decided to make her debut
six weeks early, on Dec. 8th.
Thanks to Paula Ames, Kathy
Eckstam-Ames and Tanner Pope
(a senior at Cabell Midland High
School and a drum major for the
2014 Marching Knights season)
for providing us with keyboard
music on Sundays and Wednesdays and Christmas Eve in December once Rachel had her
baby!

Mary Weber, mother of Rose Weber, also thanks us for our prayers.
Rose had successful open heart
surgery in Cincinnati on November
19th and has returned to school.
Sherri Shafer of Community Lutheran Partners (CLP) sent a thank
you note for the $113 we raised
when we had Hope Floats a few
months ago. “All that we do is
made possible by you,” she said.
Her thank you note is posted on
the bulletin board in the narthex.
Devin Ames and Linda Van Matre
sincerely thank all those who had
anything to do with the youth
Christmas program on Dec. 14th.
They were very pleased with how
well the program went, and how
well the congregation seemed to
respond to it.
Pastor Carl, Kathy, Devin and
Paula thank you for your gift given

on Christmas Eve! We sincerely appreciate your love and generosity! We
are pleased to have our ministries
interwoven with yours at Christ the
King! May 2015 be the best year together yet!!!

Community Meal
The Greater Barboursville Community of Churches is sponsoring a
meal for those who are hungry on
Saturday, January 31st, 3-5 pm.
They would like some people to
help serve food and take responsibility for another end of the month
meal in 2015. Anyone interested?

The Proclamation
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Kroger Check
We received a check from Kroger for $150.59 for the
period 09/01/14-11/30/14 for the seven people who
are registered to help CTK Anyone wanting to participate in the Kroger Community Rewards program simply needs to go to
krogercommunityrewards.com and connect CTK’s
number #83930 to your Kroger card.

Epiphany Celebration
CTK is sponsoring a cancer research fundraiser on
Sunday, January 11th, for the kind of cancer that Maria
Hager (daughter of Linda and Terry Adams) has had.
Maria had surgery on December 2nd in Houston TX;
the doctors believe they got all the cancer. Yea!
We will serve Swedish meatballs and noodles, along
with other yummy items from 12 noon-6 p.m. for a
cost of $8 per person. You may donate more if you
wish. You may either eat in the fellowship hall or
carry-out a meal.
We need YOU to provide Christmas cookies so we
can put them into baggies for those who wish to have
some cookies to take with their carry-outs.
Jean Day and Kathy Eckstam-Ames are heading up
this dinner, so if you would like to volunteer your time
for a shift, please let one of them know. They will
need help with set-up, cooking, serving, and cleaning
up.
We will invite St. Paul’s people to help since we have a
congregational meeting immediately after worship.

St. Paul-Morgantown Cookbook
For Sale
200 recipes reflecting various ethnic backgrounds of
church members in a hardback cover with a three-ring
binder sells for $15 plus $5.95 shipping (total $20.95).
To order, send check and your mailing address to: St.
Paul Lutheran Church Cookbook, c/o Grethe Myles,
3202 Deerfield Court, Morgantown, WV 26508.
Questions? Please contact me: grethemyles76@mac.com; put “cookbook” in subject line.
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“Great Stuff—The Twelve Days of Christmas, 2012” by Terry Maher,
posted by Norm Fisher of The Brothers of John the Steadfast on December 27, 2012
The Original Christmas.
Well, to me it looks like this. By the late fourth century after Christ, 6 January as the Epiphany existed. The earliest
known reference dates from 361, and in those days the references indicate not just the appearance of the Three
Kings — epiphany is an English form of a Greek word meaning “appearance” or “manifestation” — but rather the appearance or manifestation, the epiphany, of God, including his birth! It’s not that there wasn’t Christmas, it’s that
this is “Christmas” as well as a celebration all the other events of the young Jesus up to and including his Baptism
and his first public miracle at the wedding in Cana. A very big day!
Developments In The Western Church.
In the Western Church, these events began to be spun off from Epiphany. By the sixth century 25 December had
become the celebration of his birth. His baptism began to be celebrated after Epiphany, so Epiphany itself in the
West fairly early on narrowed its focus to the arrival of the Three Kings (Magi, etc.), who, not being Jews but Gentiles, give it the significance of the appearance or manifestation of the Messiah to the Gentiles.
Developments In The Eastern Church.
This did not happen in the Eastern Church, where it retained its original character much longer, with many places
much later adopting 25 December as the feast of his birth but keeping the celebration of his baptism on Epiphany,
and in a few places yet keeping the Nativity on this day. And there’s the added complication that 6 January in the
older (Julian, as in Julius Caesar) calendar still used liturgically by the Eastern Church is 19 January in the Gregorian
(as in Pope Gregory) calendar used in the West and now pretty much world wide as a convention.
In the Eastern Church the day is more commonly called the Theophany — divine appearance or divine manifestation
— and is considered the third most important feast in the church’s observance, Easter (Pascha) being first and Pentecost second. There ain’t no Twelve Days of Christmas for our brethren in the Eastern Church, it’s a Western thing,
but on the other hand Theophany is more in line with the original of what we in the West call Epiphany, if we remember it to call it anything at all...
So What’s This Feast of Stephen Thing?
“Good King Wenceslaus looked out, on the Feast of Stephen”. Getting back to that, you think Epiphany got lost in the
shuffle, what about this Feast of Stephen? It’s 26 December, the day after Christmas. Why? Well, the Stephen remembered on this day is the first recorded martyr for the Christian faith, in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. It
is the custom in the church to commemorate someone not on the day of his earthly birth but the day of his birth to
eternal life — generally called death in the world — but in a case like Stephen the date is not known. When that
happens a date will be chosen for some other reason associated with the person. For Stephen, the first person
known to have been born to eternal life by martyrdom for his faith is celebrated right after the earthly birth of him
who came to make eternal life available to us.
So Who’s This Wenceslaus, Why Is He Good and Why Is He Looking Out?
Wow, has this guy got a story. Right here, call it ironic, coincidence, or one of those divine consistencies that look
like loose ends until you know what they are, but he ended up being a martyr for the Christian faith just like the first
one, Stephen, on whose feast he looked out.
Here’s a short version of the rest. Wenceslaus, also Wenceslas, is English for his name Vaclav. He was functionally
king of Bohemia, which is now part of the Czech Republic. But, as he was backed by the German Holy Roman Empire, his title was not actually king but duke, which is just below a king...Wenceslaus being backed by such a power
did not sit well with some Bohemians, including in his own family, all of them caught between changing religions
along with their entire social order.
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He’s called “good” because he stayed with the Christian faith of his grandmother who raised him, St Ludmilla, who
was herself converted by Saints Cyril and Methodius no less, the “Apostles to the Slavs”. His brother Boleslaus
(Boleslav) though stayed with the native Bohemian religion of their mother Drahomira, who had Ludmilla killed.
Boleslav didn’t like the Germans or their state-run Christian church. The martyrdom happened when Boleslav arranged to have Vaclav killed, then took the throne. But, he ended up having to work with the Germans anyway and
then his son, also named Boleslav, became Christian and took over from him and established the bishop’s seat in
Prague!
The irony, coincidence, or divine consistency continues to our time. This man Vaclav who in his own time was killed
for selling out to the Germans and their power and new religion is now the patron saint of the Czech Republic, which
in 2000 established his feast day of 28 September as Czech Statehood Day, a national holiday.
Yeah, that’s a short version. Oh, and what was he doing looking out on the Feast of Stephen? Checking things out
after he woke up. But the rest of the story isn’t told in the “Twelve Days of Christmas” song. That was first published
in England in 1780. Despite recent speculation, there is no evidence the gifts were code words for Catholic catechesis
under persecution. Lyrical peculiarities come from its being an adaptation of a French song. It was introduced in the
US in 1910, as part of the Christmas programme at Downer in Milwaukee, now part of Lawrence University.
The rest of the story is told in the carol by John Mason Neale, same guy who wrote O Come, O Come Emmanuel
based on the O Antiphons posted about earlier. Small world, huh? Or another of those consistencies. Ain’t it great
when loose ends become consistencies!
Anyway, good duke Vaclav spotted a guy scrounging for food and asked his page where the guy lived. He then set
out with his page to bring the man and his family some aid. The page started faltering due to the cold and snow, but
when he followed in Vaclav’s footsteps found the ground warm to his feet. Now how’s that for being, uh, ablaze!
We Still Got ‘em, The Twelve Days of Christmas!!
Guess what, you can still follow in the good king’s footsteps. Neale’s carol concludes:
Therefore, Christian men, be sure, wealth or rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing.
So let’s get on with the Twelve Days of Christmas like, give him his due, Good King Wenceslaus!
NOW is when all the fun and festivities are supposed to happen! LEAVE those decorations up, right on up through
Twelfth Night! That’s the night of 5-6 January, in case you weren’t counting, and yes, it’s that from which the title of
Shakespeare’s great play is taken. So far, Twelfth Night has not been retitled First Sunday After The First Saturday
In January Eve, though who knows, sillier revisionism happens all the time. Maybe even GIVE A GIFT to someone
special for Epiphany, which in some places is the gift giving day, not Christmas, just as God gave himself to us and
the Three Kings brought gifts to him. BAKE A CAKE; that’s how Kings Cake started and still is done in some places.
HAVE FRIENDS OVER — you get the idea!
And like good king Wenceslaus, DO SOMETHING TO HELP SOMEONE IN NEED! If you don’t know someone in need,
ask your pastor, he will. You don’t have to live in a country that has Boxing Day to box up something helpful and
give it to someone in need. This custom began because boxes for collection of stuff for the poor were collected in
mediaeval times at churches for distribution on the feast of Stephen, inspired by good Duke Vaclav’s act of charity.
Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing.
The appearance or manifestation of God is just too big to contain in one day!!
And therefore the church doesn’t, but extends the celebration of God’s coming among us over twelve days, so don’t
let the world, or, sadly, some entities called church, take a bit of it away from you!
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ELCA Youth Leadership Summit Report
Recently I attended the
ELCA Youth Leadership Summit
as a youth representative from the
West Virginia-Western Maryland
Synod. The ELCA National Youth
Gathering will take place July 1519, 2015 in Detroit.
Before the recent Leadership Summit, I had never participated in an ELCA youth event on
a national level. At this event, there
were representatives from 44 of
the 65 synods, drawing in youth
from across the country. I met
people who came from Alaska,
California, South Dakota, Texas,
Wisconsin, and New York, just to
name a few of the home states. An
interesting aspect about this Summit was that a large portion was
run by 18 members of the ELCA
Youth Core Leadership Team. This
is a new program that is forming
for leaders in the church from
across the country, working to plan
events such as this, as well as work
together to accomplish their mission that is still being defined. After attending this event, and having
a great time talking, worshipping,
learning, and interacting with a diverse group of ELCA Lutherans, I
can now say that the Gathering is
going to be a truly phenomenal
experience.
While at this Summit, we
participated in some events that
centered on the upcoming Gathering, and others that were specifically designed for the Summit.

Throughout the weekend
there was a variety of music, starring
Rachel Kurtz from Minneapolis, and
worship, including services and sermons by the Bishop of the South
Eastern Michigan Synod, Bishop
Kreiss, and others. The Summit focused upon racism, acceptance, and a
variety of the programs in which the
ELCA participates. Several speakers
came and spoke about the values that
are important in Detroit. All of the
speakers explained different concepts
in detail, and then connected them to
Detroit. Another important aspect
was ELCA advocacy, in which the
political influence of the ELCA was
explained along with how it is managed. I discovered the ELCA has an
office in Washington, D.C. which
works with, and influences politicians
on a daily basis. While these talks had
connections to Detroit and its culture, there were other sessions that
were exclusively for the Gathering
preparation.
Presentations ranged from a
“Proclaim Story” run through, in
which everyone helped to work
through, and provide feedback for
some of the Gathering activities, to a
presentation by Heidi Hagstrom, the
director of the Gathering. Different
service project ideas such as building
sidewalks to provide a safe walking
area for children to travel to and
from school, and making sandals out
of rubber tires, were presented as
opportunities for us next summer.
One evening we walked to an

Episcopal church and ate Detroitstyle pizza. After dinner, we explored the gorgeous old sanctuary
and sang many songs. At one
point, we were arm in arm, in concentric, close-knit circles, singing.
Very spirit-filled moments!
When local organizations
were first approached, they were
skeptical that thousands of youth
would actually come to Detroit due
to bad publicity about the city, but
Heidi Hagstrom emphasized to the
local people that the ELCA Youth
WILL show up! I know that I have
heard concerns about the safety of
Detroit, and Heidi Hagstrom has
heard them too. She explained that
the neighborhoods that youth will
be in both want and need help, and
the youth attending the Gathering
will be safe as they provide the
help for them. After the service
aspect, the youth community life
aspect was addressed. Everyone
will gather in Ford Field, the home
of the Detroit Lions, on a daily basis in the evening to witness and
worship together.
The ELCA Youth Leadership Summit was a wonderful experience from which I learned,
grew, and made friendships that
will last a lifetime. I can’t begin to
imagine how impressive and empowering the Gathering in 2015
will be, but I know that I can’t wait
to find out.
In Christ’s Service, Devin Ames

