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This months lead article is by Barry Davis from the Amesbury Baptist Church.
It’s just past the middle of January
and Mark has kindly reminded me
that it’s my turn for the churches
editorial. I normally have some
thought going around in my head
that inspires me to write but not
today, so here I sit in my office staring at the traffic going past surrounded by a
barrier of scaffold. The other week I attended a New Wine worship evening at St
Paul’s in Salisbury. A time of praise (singing), prayer in small groups and a time of
seeking God’s leading. Several people shared what they felt God had revealed to
them, while others had ‘a picture’.
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Now I rarely get a picture, however on this occasion I saw a white porcelain mask,
like the ones you can paint. From first seeing it in front of me, I soon found that I
was looking through it and it made me wonder if it was me that was putting on a
mask or was I to share it with others saying that we need to come out from behind
the mask and just be you. I wondered if God was saying ‘I love you just the way you
are, just be you’. I decided to keep it to myself and pray about it. Typically British.
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Like the scaffold around the Baptist Church, we can put up barriers preventing
people getting to know the real you or me, we can put up barriers that push people
away, we can put up barriers that say ‘don’t go there, you may regret asking’.
Everything about the Christian faith is overt. It is open for all to see where nothing
is to be kept hidden. Ok, I know that the right hand should not let the left hand
know what it is doing and I guess being left-handed then it goes in reverse, but as
Christians we are to be open and honest with each other. I and my fellow Ministers
are privileged to be told things in confidence relating to a multitude of life’s issues.
Often it can be that people feel remorse or regret of past actions, or it could be
that they can’t forgive someone and sadly it eats away at them on the inside.
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We have a loving heavenly Father who loves us, warts and all. He longs for us to
get to know Him better, to hear of the good and bad things going on in our life. He
wants us to accept who we are because that is the way He made us to be. All we
need to do is love Him back and in doing so; we will learn to love ourselves and
realise He’s right.
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Special points of
interest

Women’s World Day of Prayer
As usual, the first Friday in March is the Women’s World Day of Prayer, during which the same service will be held at
various times of day throughout the world.
This year the Service has been prepared by Christian women of Suriname. It looks
into their everyday lives and concerns, but has great relevance to our own lives and
actions. A group of us from local churches of all denominations are preparing for a
service in this area. It will be hosted jointly by the Churches Together in
Durrington:
in Durrington Village Hall on Friday 2nd March at 7 00 pm.
All are welcome to attend (men need not feel uneasy as there will be others). Many
people enjoy the relaxed and inclusive nature of the service. There will be light refreshments afterwards. Look out
for more information in your Church during February.

You can now subscribe for a free colour version of the Messenger to be delivered to
your email inbox every month. Simply sign up at maryandmelor.com and go to the
Amesbury Messenger page.
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Salisbury Community Choir Concert
To take place at Amesbury Abbey Church on Saturday 21st April, at 7:30pm.
Formed in 1992, Salisbury Community Choir (SCC) currently has in excess of 150 members and sings for the sheer
love of it! Our choir is non-auditioned, and although some members read music, the vast majority do not. The
mixture works well and with patient encouragement from Jeremy, our fantastic Musical Director, and our
supportive and talented accompanist David, we achieve great performance successes, whilst having a lot of fun
along the way!
We try to tour abroad at least every 3 years, mainly to Europe, but have previously adventured further afield
including a memorable tour to South Africa in 2009 which has had a lasting impact on both SCC and the South
African choirs and communities we met, and with whom we maintain close links.
The SCC has a big heart and we have a real community focus, supporting each other and fundraising for a diverse
range of charities, from Hospices and Air Ambulances to Homelessness.
Perhaps the best thing about the choir is friendship!
Being part of the choir and through singing together
many people have made lifelong friends. We are a
warm and caring community, sharing the highs and
lows of life.
We are very much looking forward to our concert in the
Abbey Church at Amesbury on April 21st in support of
raising funds for a new piano for the Church. Our
programme is varied with something for all!
Please visit our website
www.salisburycommunitychoir.org to find out more
about us.

The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular
user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to
the Wyndham Hall page and like us on
Facebook. Just search “Wyndham Hall”
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Jumble Sale (Correction)
The Friends of St Mary and St Melor will be hosting one of their popular jumble sales on Saturday, February
17th at 10am in the Wyndham Hall. Come along early
to grab the best bargains and avoid disappointment.
As well as clothes, books, children’s toys and bric-abrac, there will be refreshments will be on sale so do
pop in for a drink and cake. All money raised goes to
the Friends of St Mary and St Melor church, and is
used for fabric repairs to the Grade 1 listed building.

Amesbury May Fayre
The May Fayre at St Mary and St Melor is coming back bigger and better than ever!
On Saturday 12th May there will be dozens of stall, a BBQ, disco, bouncy castles, bake-off competition
and much, much more!
The organisers are currently looking for organisations or businesses who would like stalls at the Fayre.
If you would like to take part, please visit www.maryandmelor.com and look for the Amesbury May
Fayre page.
There are a limited number of spaces, so please reserve your stall as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment.
All money raised from the May Fayre goes to the Friends of St Mary and St Melor church, and is used
for fabric repairs to the Grade 1 listed building.
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Wyndham Youth Club
Starting March 2nd, the Wyndham Hall in Amesbury will be host to a weekly Youth Club for young people in school
years 7 - 11 on Fridays 7- 8:30pm.
If successful we will be looking at adding another group for school years 3 - 6 from 6 - 7pm.
Things to do will include a number of Pool, Table Tennis and Air Hockey Tables. A mobile disco run by the kids
themselves. PlayStation VR (virtual reality). Musical instruments including Drum Kits and Guitars. A tuck shop, soft
drinks and tea/coffee, and much more.
Once a month we will have theme nights, for example murder mystery or fancy dress parties.
We currently have a very small number of volunteers to help run the youth club, if you are interested in helping
please let us know by contacting amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com. It will not be successful without volunteers like
you!
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Amesbury CE Primary School Governing Body
School Foundation Governor Vacancy
Have you ever thought about becoming a school governor? Do you know someone else who has?
The foundation governor is an appointment made to a Church School's Governing Body. The role is to ensure the
preservation and development of the Christian ethos and worship in the school and to further the links between
the local church and the school.
Amesbury CE Primary is an outstanding Church School: in its last SIAMS inspection in November 2015. A foundation
governor needs to be appointed at Easter 2018 to take over from the current governor who is leaving after 11
years.
Do you have Time, Enthusiasm and Commitment?
A Foundation Governor, as part of the Full Governing Body is involved in the long term development of the school
and so can make a positive difference to children's education.
If you would like to consider joining the successful governing body at Amesbury CE Primary School you can:
•

•
•

•

Search the web under become a school governor
to gain more information about this worthwhile
and rewarding volunteer role.
Look at Salisbury Diocesan Board of Education at
salisbury.anglican.org/schools
Contact the school office for more details or to
arrange to speak to Head Teacher Mrs Terry Hall
or our Chair of Governors Elizabeth Bagg.
Talk to Susie Heggie (Foundation governor) or vicar
Fr Darren A'Court, St Mary and St Melor Church.

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Amesbury Evening WI—January 2018
Our meeting this month was a fun and social evening with the theme, “Those Were The Days.”
Many members dressed in costume from the 1900's period, this was great as it became a talking point about our past
with where and when we wore our clothes, in my case I wore my ward sister's uniform with hat buckle and badges. I
even had my old cloak from 40 years ago.
Many were in 1920's costume, hippies from the 60's and our beach babes, every one looked great and enjoyed it,
thank you all for making the effort.
We had a delicious supper of cottage pie and peas followed by jelly and ice cream, a real old meal from the past.
Games followed like snakes and ladders, connect 4, rummikub and lots of others which again was good fun.
Updates were then given of trips etc followed by raffle and birthday flowers. A thank you to the committee for
organizing the evening was given by Roz Spencer.
Our next meeting is on February 8th in Antrobus House at 19.30hrs.
This being a talk on Fussel's Fine Food by Mr Fussel.
The competition is a wooden item.
All welcome.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using the information on the back page.

Your Ad Here
The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to
all residents and visitors in our parish. In order
to keep it free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which
you would like to advertise?
The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500
people every month and is also available online
to a growing audience. Our fees are highly
competitive with other local publications.

You can now subscribe online for FREE.
Simply sign up at maryandmelor.com and go
to the Amesbury Messenger page.

For more information about advertising with us,
please see the back page for our contact details.
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Thank You from the Foodbank
I just wanted to say a huge thank you for all the support
you have given to us as a Foodbank at the Wyndham Hall
this last year!
It has been an incredible journey establishing the
Volunteer Team, creating a presence in Amesbury and
meeting some amazing people along the way.
As we move to the Community Shop it is not the end of
the Foodbank, rather a progression to new opportunities
and development of the service we have offered so far.
Once again many thanks!
Kind regards,
Lucy and team!

Want to see your event here? Let us know by using the contact information on the back page.

New Come and Praise Service
Last month, a new Sunday service for all generations
started at The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor.
The service starts at 11:30am.
If you would like more information about the service,
please contact Fr Darren on 01980 259054, or visit
our website at maryandmelor.com.

Parish Lent Course
This will be held on the five Wednesdays during
Lent, beginning 21st February, from 12.301.30pm, in the committee room at the Wyndham
Hall.
Our theme will be Pathways in Prayer.
All are welcome—why not come along to the
11am Eucharist and coffee at St Mary and St
Melor, before the course starts.
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February Crossword Puzzle

Across
3. The principal church of a bishop's diocese, containing the episcopal throne.
7. Currently on the Baptist Church?
10. A male member of a royal family other than the monarch, especially a son of the monarch.

Down
1. One of the new activities available at the Wyndham Youth Club.
2. A soft, semisolid food substance with a resilient consistency, made by the setting of a liquid containing pectin or gelatin or by the addition of gelatin to a liquid.
4. To muddle; confuse. Or, a sale of bric-a-brac.
5. Expression of approval, commendation, or admiration.
6. A play, dance, or other theatrical performance.
8. One of these is required at Amesbury Primary School.
9. Due to take place in May at St Mary and St Melor.
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor
Sunday
08.00
10.00

11.30
18.00

Amesbury Methodist Church

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham Hall
Come and Praise (all-age service) (not
Easter Day and Christmas Day)
Evening Service (as advertised; 1st
Sunday – Choral Evensong)

Sunday
10.30
18.00

Worship with Junior Church
Worship

Tuesday
10.30

Prayer Time

Wednesday
19.00

Bible Study

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
14.30
Faith and Light

Monday to Friday
08.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office
Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30

Amesbury Christ the King Church
Sunday
10.30am

19.30
Mass
Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Monday to Thursday
09.00
Morning Prayer
09.15
Mass

Friday
17.00
18.00
Saturday
07.15-17.45
18.00

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)
Brix (teenagers church)

Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Holy Hour
Mass
Contact information for all Churches can be found
on the back page

Confession
Mass
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Joke Of The Month
One Sunday a vicar told his congregation that the church needed some extra money and asked the people to
prayerfully consider giving. He said that whoever gave the most would be able to pick out three hymns. After the
offering plates were passed, the vicar noticed that someone had placed a £1,000. He was so excited that he said
he'd like to personally thank the person who placed the money in the plate. Rosie at the back shyly raised her hand
and she made her way to the front. He told her how wonderful it was that she gave so much and in thanksgiving
asked her to pick out three hymns. Her eyes brightened as she looked over the congregation, pointed to the three
most handsome men in the building and said, "I'll take him and him and him!"
Submit yours at maryandmelor.com and go to the Amesbury Messenger page.

Regular Groups
Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
13.30
Movin’ Monkeez
13.15-16.15
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
09.30-10.00
Music Bugs
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
19.45-20.45
Pilates
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Community Theatre Drama Group
Thursday
09.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Friday
19.15-20.30
Belly Dancing
Saturday
09.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
09.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church

Advertisement
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Evensong in Salisbury Cathedral
On Thursday 15th February at 5.30pm, the Abbey Church Choir
sings Choral Evensong, as the Cathedral Choir is on holiday.
Music: Responses: William Smith; Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis: T
Tertius Noble in B minor; anthem: Here, O my Lord, I see Thee
face to face: Percy Whitlock.
All are welcome, and it is always encouraging when members
of our own congregation attend the service.

Amesbury Community Theatre Presents
The Plot of Lady Livè
The King is unwell and the muffin man has gone missing. In this time of uncertainty Lady Livè appears to be up to
something sinister and only Prince Arthur can save the day, if he can remember that is! What will the townsfolk
do?
This year’s Panto by ACT will be live at the Wyndham Hall this
February. Tickets are £6 for adults and £4 for children.
(Two adults & two children £15).
Tickets are available on the door, from Amesbury Community
Shop or reserve them at AmesburyCT@gmail.com.
Dates
Thursday 1st February—7pm
Friday 2nd February—7pm
Saturday 3rd February—2pm
Thursday 8st February—7pm
Friday 9th February—7pm
Saturday 10th February—2pm

The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Wyndham Hall page and like us on Facebook.
Just search “Wyndham Hall”
15

Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Email:
Fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor

St Mary and St Melor
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

WYNHDAM HALL BOOKINGS:
Tel: 01980 677244
Facebook: Wyndham Hall
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Email:
Wyndhamhall@hotmail.com

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk
Facebook: @amesburybaptist

Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury
SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
Email: paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator
Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel: 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Roman Catholic Church of Christ The King
Fr Anthony B. Paris
Tel: 01980 622177
Website: www.amesbury.cliftondiocese.com
Email:
Amesbury.christtheking@parish.cliftondiocese.com

4 Lords Croft
Amesbury
Wiltshire
SP4 7EP

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising in the Amesbury Messenger is easy and can get your business seen by over 500 people. Just go to our
website: www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger page and fill out a contact us form.

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor: Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103
Email us: amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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