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Membership Dues are due and payable as of December of each year. Dues are 

$12.00 for Adults (18 and Over) and $4.00 for Juniors. Make check out to EPMGS 

and mail to PO Box 31516, El Paso, TX 79931. You may also pay Rita at the next 

meeting. Delinquency of over 90 days will result in being removed from the 

Membership Roster. 

 

Meetings will be held on the 4th Thursday of every month at the Memorial Senior 

Center 1800 Byron, El Paso TX at 6:00 PM. Board meetings will usually be held a 

half hour prior to the general meeting. 

 

The Voice 

The Voice is the official bulletin of the Society and is published monthly. All articles 

must be in the editors possession no later than the Monday following the monthly 

meeting. Any articles received after that will not be published until the following 

meeting.  

 

Email mvgvjewels@hotmail.com and mailing address: EPMGS, Editor, PO Box 

31516, El Paso TX 79931. Members are encouraged to submit articles for 

publication. Permission is granted to reprint material from other sources provided 

that credit is properly cited. Ads are accepted from members for publication at no 

charge for the sale or exchange of items pertaining to the hobby.  

 

El Paso Mineral and Gem Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization. The purpose of 

this Society shall be to increase and disseminate knowledge about minerals, 

gemstones and other geologic materials. To encourage gemological and mineral 

study, collecting and fashioning as a hobby; to conduct meeting, lectures, displays, 

field trips, and to sponsor shows for the general edification of the public. 
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El Paso Mineral and Gem Society School 

If you want to enroll in one of the classes, all you have to do is sign up at the 

Memorial Park Senior Center which is located at 1800 Byron Street, El Paso 

TX. It is important you register early because a minimum of three students is 

needed for a ñGOò with a maximum of six students per class. Sign up well in 

advance as there are usually waiting lists. Call 915-562-4268 for information 

and to enroll in classes. Please see school web page for 2017 class schedule. 
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I am selling all of my rough rock, most for $1.00 per lb., 25 lb. minimum.   

Also, for sale 10ò rock saw, $400.00 with oil and a 6ò trim saw for 
$200.00 

Call Frank Hoffman for appointment 575-640-4394.   

  

                Thanks. 

Items for Sale: 

Annual Club Christmas Party  

December 15th 2015 beginning at 6 

PM at the club. The event will have 

a gift exchange limited to $10é.see 

you there. 

Words From the President 

Hello Everyone, 

 

 First, I'd like to give a big THANK YOU to those of you that volunteered at our Mineral 

and Gem club show held at the Shiners Auditorium on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. We had 

a good turn out this year and hope for a greater turn out next year. Next years show 

will be on December 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. Hopefully we will have more details on how 

the club did  at our next meeting. And that's the next subject, the December meeting. 

It will be this Thursday (Dec. 15) at 6pm in the center. It's early due to Christmas be-

ing in the following week. We will be having our usual White Elephant gift exchange. 

The price of the gift should be about $10. The rule of thumb is that a gift can be 

"stolen" twice, and on the third possession, that person keeps the gift. Fun, eh. The 

election of the clubs officers will be held that night also. So please  bring a snack to 

share with the others. Unfortunately, I will not be able to be there for our December 

meeting, so Liz will be filling in for me. I have had so much fun serving as your Presi-

dent for the past year, and I thank YOU! That's it! Short and to the point. I hope every-

one has a wonderful holiday! MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!! 

 

Peace to Everyone! 

Louie Provencio 
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The Annual Rock and Gem Show  2016 went well, all 

that had attended and volunteered had a great time 

Detail about  the 2016 Gem and Mineral Show will 

be discussed at the Christmas Party December 15th 

at the club meeting at 6pm.  
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FACETING 

 

This and many others are available 

free at facetdiagrams.org 
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BENCH TIPSðGET ORGANIZED 

Get Organized! By Alan Revere, more tips available at http://
www.revereacademy.com/bench-tips/ 

At work, deeply focused and concentrating on the activities of tools and materials, 
a goldsmith becomes part of the bench, moving smoothly and effortlessly from 
soldering to bending to drilling to filing to setting to forging. The artisan barely 
stops to search for a tool, each appearing at just the right moment from its nearby 
perch. The art of making jewelry is unique among the crafts in many ways. One is 
that jewelers use more tools than anyone else. Most experienced bench jewelers 
have dozens of files and hundreds of burs, saws, drills, and countless other small 
and important tools. With so many different tools to keep track of, goldsmiths 
must set up an efficient and functional workspace, where tools are logically ar-
ranged and easily accessible. Since most jewelry work is accomplished while 
seated at the bench, all of the tools should be arranged so that they are easy to 
see and reach, with the most commonly used tools nearest at hand. 

This illustration shows Alan Revereôs bench, with most of the important tools indi-
cated. 

1. Shelves for miscellaneous tools and supplies. 

2. Elbow lamp with fluorescent and incandescent light. 

3. Flexible-shaft machine. 

4. Saw hangs on lamp. 

5. Files in PVC tubes. 

6. Soldering pad and charcoal block. 

7. Pliers, shears, and tweezers on rack. 

8. Spinning rack with burs has a well in the middle of it for other tools. 

9. Can for needle files. 

10. Torch. 

11. Rack with hammers. 

12. Extra Bench-Mate attachments. 

13. Bench pin on Bench-Mate system. 

14. Hole to rest ring mandrel. 

15. Bench. A 
wide range of 
materials and 
styles is avail-
able. 

16. Benchtop is 
38 inches off 
the ground, 
with a 10 inch 
radius cut out 
for goldsmith to 
sit close. 

17. Pull-out 
drawer for 
gravers, en-
graving block, 
and sharpen-
ing stone. 

18. Chuck key 
on retractable 
cord. 


