Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 16/17, 2020
Guidelines
for the Reopening of
Masses with a Congregation
Preamble
The COVID-19 pandemic still presents a serious threat to physical health. Our provincial authorities, therefore, continue to discourage
unnecessary activities outside the home; to call for physical distancing, frequent handwashing and appropriate use of masks; and to
limit all public gatherings to no more than 50. At the same time, for us Catholics access to the Eucharist and the Church’s full
sacramental life is of the utmost importance to our spiritual well-being. For this reason, we are preparing to reopen our churches, in a
limited way, for celebration of the Sacred Liturgy.
In order to prepare for the initial reopening of Masses with a congregation, these Guidelines have been prepared for the parishes in the
Archdiocese of Vancouver. They are intended to assist pastors and parishioners in preparing for the public celebration of the
Eucharist, giving lead-up time for consultation and planning with the Parish Pastoral Council (via Zoom), the recruitment of
volunteers, the purchase of necessary products, etc. The Guidelines will remain in force until further notice or changes by the Province
allow for or require revision. They are not intended to be permanent, but are a temporary response to the current coronavirus
pandemic. In the meantime, we must accept that resumption of public Mass does not mean a return to how we previously celebrated
the Eucharist in our churches.
Liturgical Guidelines for the celebration of the Eucharist in the initial phase of reopening of Masses to the public will be published in
a second document.
I. General Principles

1. The decision when to reopen for Masses with a congregation, no sooner than
Saturday/Sunday, May 23/24, is left to the pastor’s prudential judgment, due to the different
circumstances of each parish. One parish may be unable to offer the same opportunities for
Mass as a neighboring parish due to size, space limitations, underlying health condition of the
pastor, etc.
2. After consultation with his Parish Pastoral Council and others concerned regarding Mass
scheduling, cleaning, etc., the pastor will be responsible for the final decisions regarding the
implementation of these Guidelines in his parish.
3. If a parish is unable for practical or other reasons to maintain strict physical distancing and
perform the cleaning requirements as indicated in these Guidelines, the pastor must not resume
Masses with a congregation or must limit them only to those for which he can follow these
Guidelines.
4. Even though other parish activities are not governed by these Guidelines, they must always
observe the directives of the provincial health authority, especially regarding physical distancing
and sanitizing.
5. Social gatherings before or after Mass (including coffee and donuts) should not take place at
this phase of reopening.
6. All the faithful in the Archdiocese of Vancouver remain dispensed from the obligation to
attend Sunday Mass during this initial reopening phase. Furthermore, they are not required to
attend a weekday Mass in place of the Sunday Liturgy.
7. All those attending Mass do so at their own risk. It is important for individuals and families to
take responsibility for protecting themselves and others.
a. The following must stay home for the sake of the wider community:
i.
People with COVID-19 or who live with someone with COVID-19.
ii.
People who have been exposed to someone with COVID-19.
iii.
The sick, including those with even the slightest symptoms or feelings of sickness,
especially if with upper respiratory or flu-like symptoms.
iv.
Those who have recently travelled outside of Canada.
b. The following are encouraged to stay home for the sake of the wider community:
i.
People who live with someone with upper respiratory or flu-like symptoms.
ii.
People, especially the elderly, with underlying or comprised medical conditions.
iii.
Family members who live with elderly people or those who are at risk
8. A priest with a respiratory infection of any kind must not celebrate Mass publicly or administer
the Sacraments. The same holds for other ministers who might serve at Mass (deacon, servers,
lectors, choir, etc).
9. Masses may be scheduled with greater frequency, to allow for a greater variety of times
available. Before increasing the number of Masses, it is advisable first to determine the number
of parishioners who desire to attend Mass in person. In keeping with canon 905§2, all priests

have permission to celebrate the Eucharist twice on weekdays and three times on Sundays. A
“day” consists of 24 continuous hours beginning at midnight (cf. canon 202). The Saturday
Vigil Mass does not therefore “count” as one of the three Masses permitted on Sunday.
Celebrating any additional Masses requires the permission of the Archbishop.
10. If Mass is celebrated outside the church or is livestreamed on the parish campus, it should be
in another suitable building (e.g., church, parish hall, school gym) that can be appropriately
sanitized and other safety precautions can be observed.
11. If possible, livestreaming of Masses from parishes should continue as long as the dispensation
from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in force.
12. Resuming public Masses should take place in strict accord with all the health directives
promulgated by the Province’s health authorities regarding the number of people allowed at a
gathering. The maximum number of 50 currently permitted includes the priest, liturgical
ministers, musicians, livestream videographers and anyone else present during Mass.
II. Preparing Parishioners for Reopening

Communication

1. Pastors, in consultation with their Parish Pastoral Councils, parish staff and others concerned,
must communicate clearly and effectively with their parishioners about their plans for when
and how they will be resuming public Masses. Specifically, the communication must cover
these areas:
a. How the parish will determine the 50-person maximum to attend a given Mass.
b. How the parish will ensure physical distancing.
c. The measures the parish will take to ensure proper sanitation.
2. The Mass schedule, if altered to allow more time between Masses for cleaning or to provide for
additional Masses, should be published and the revised schedule sent to the Vicar General.
Determining the 50-Person Maximum

3. Parishioners will sign up to attend a specific Mass at a specific time on a regular basis. At the
outset, priority should be given to the Elect, candidates for full communion, and those who
assisted these groups. Aside from people with special needs, preferential treatment should be
avoided. Among the possibilities for assigning parishioners are a rotation based on the first
letter of last names; an online ticketing system; or the formation of fixed “community Mass
groups.”
4. Whatever method is used, a database record of the contact information of those who attend
each Mass should be retained so that, in the case of an individual who tests positive for
COVID-19, the parish will be able to assist public health officials with tracing by contacting
everyone who may have been exposed.
5. A sign-up system is the simplest and recommended method for parishes to solicit the names of
parishioners who wish to attend a regular Sunday Mass or Mass during the week. Depending
on the method of sign-up chosen, the parishioners should be able to choose the Mass they
prefer to attend insofar as this is possible.
6. Each “community Mass group” is assigned a regular Mass time on Sunday or a weekday. They
may not attend at another time; nor should they sign up for more than one time until the cycle
is ready to be repeated (which might be every one, two or three weeks depending on the
number of parishioners). Multiple and easily accessible ways of sign-up should be employed.
For example, through a combination of methods including online sign-ups, written sign-ups,
email, and phone calls.
7. A “first-come, first-served” system, as well as exclusively online or email sign-up systems,
should be avoided since restriction to these methods might exclude many who otherwise would
wish to attend.
Volunteers

8. Many of a parish’s most committed volunteers are particularly susceptible to the COVID-19
virus because of their age and other pre-existing health conditions. We have a “duty of care” to
protect them from all undue harm.
9. Some parishes may be able to establish an early morning weekday Mass for older parishioners
who insist on attending.

10. It is advisable to contact the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and others to let
them know that it is understandable if they would like temporarily to withdraw from their
ministry during the time of the pandemic.
11. The responsibilities of ushers and greeters will actually increase at this time. Such volunteers
are the first point of contact for arriving parishioners. They need to be masked, identified by
badges or other means, and able to interact with the faithful while still maintaining physical
distancing. They should have to have a copy of a “check list” or other way of confirming that
those arriving have signed up and that their contact information is available. Usher/greeters
should offer hand-sanitizer (Spraying or squirting the disinfectant into people’s hands). In
some parishes, they may have to watch over an offering basket. They are also be responsible
for pointing out available pews.
Physical Distancing

12. Except for members of the same household, physical distancing is to be observed everywhere
on the church property (in the church, on the steps, in the parking lot, etc.); that is, close
contact with those outside one’s household must not be within two metres of another person.
13. People are not to gather in the vestibule or near the doors of the church before or after Mass.
If the priest wishes to greet parishioners after Mass, physical distancing must be maintained and
wearing a face mask should be considered.
Use of Masks

14. Use of face masks/coverings by parishioners at Mass and around the church is left to
individual discretion, following the recommendations of provincial health authorities.
15. Consider having masks available for parishioners to be able to offer one to those who would
like one.
III. Preparing the Church Building for Reopening

Signage

16. Signs should be placed on church doors to indicate the Mass schedule and provide a telephone
number and email address for people wanting to attend Mass following the method determined
by the pastor.
17. Physical distancing guidelines should be posted on the church doors and, if appropriate,
elsewhere inside the church.
Entrances and Exits

18. At least one entrance should be open and accessible to the handicapped. If more than one
entrance is open, care must be taken to control the overall number of people entering and to
provide for their proper sanitation.
19. When possible, entrance and exit doors should be propped open as people enter/exit, so that
the faithful need not touch the handles or doors to enter or exit.
20. When possible, multiple exits should be used at the end of Mass to expedite departure and
minimize chances of people encountering one another.
21. Ushers stationed at the church entrance can monitor those who enter, reminding them of the
requirement for physical distancing of two metres and for sanitizing their hands. Members of a
single household may enter and exit together, since they do not need to practice physical
distancing with each other.
22. Once the maximum of 50 persons in the church is reached, no one else may enter. People who
simply show up for Mass must be turned away at the entrance. When capacity is reached, they
may be directed to an overflow space, if one is available. Parishioners should also be provided
with a way to contact the parish, so that they can make the necessary arrangements to be
included at a future Mass.
Seating

23. Restrict seating to every second or third pew (or row of seats) to maintain physical distancing.
Seats which can be used should be clearly marked. Rows may be conveniently closed off with
painter’s tape, which will not mar the pews. In a large church some sections might be cordoned
off to reduce the need for sanitizing everywhere.
24. The pews not used at the previous Mass could be the ones available for the following Mass, if
possible.

Use of Restrooms and Cry Rooms

25. Because of the need for sanitizing, it is recommended that restrooms be closed; one may be
made available for an emergency.
26. Parish cry rooms may be closed or restricted to one family. They may be used only if proper
circulation can be assured, and they will need to be carefully cleaned after use.
Cleaning and Sanitizing/Disinfecting

27. An adequate stock of hand sanitizer and other cleaning supplies, including disposable gloves
for cleaners, should be readily available at the time of reopening.
28. Hand sanitizing should take place near the entrance to the church for those coming to Mass. A
bottle of sanitizer, touched by many, should not be used. Instead, use an automatic dispenser
or have an usher/greeter wearing a mask spray the hands of those entering.
29. Volunteers or others who are not vulnerable because of age or health conditions must clean
and sanitize the pews and other commonly touched surfaces, as well as restrooms, immediately
after every Mass.
Materials

30. Individual bulletins should not be distributed at Mass, unless they are handed out individually
by a glove-wearing usher/greeter, who is masked and remains at arm’s length.
31. All paper and other loose printed items should be removed from the foyer.
32. All hymnals, missals, pew cards, and other loose items in the pews must be removed, in order
to facilitate cleaning.
33. Collection baskets must not be passed from person to person in the pews. Long-handled
collection baskets may be used, if the usher can maintain the required physical distancing.
Other “collection points” such as boxes under the supervision of an usher/greeter may be
provided for the for the faithful where they can deposit their offerings.
Other Considerations

34. Holy Water and Baptismal fonts remain empty.
35. In areas where the faithful might stand in line (for example, waiting to receive Holy
Communion), it is helpful place tape on the floor to indicate proper two-metre spacing
between persons.

Dear Beloved Parishioners,
O God, send your Holy Spirit, Holy Mother, and our Guardian Angel to be with us every moment of our lives. Cause
us to make right judgments in everything we do today and every day. Cause us to live our lives in a manner pleasing to
you, one that will bring peace and joy to ourselves, our loved ones, and those we meet on the way, and eternal peace
when we die. Thanks to all of you who have been praying for us, to our Parish and School Staff and Community.
There is some good news to report: as you probably know by now, the Archbishop, in conjunction with public health
authorities has given permission for the resumption of public Masses starting, Saturday, 23/24 May 2020, at the
discretion of each individual Parish Pastor. This decision, along with the accompanying policy and guidelines is
provided to all of you in this email attachment also they are found in the Parish and Archdiocesan websites.
The General Dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place for all Catholics of the Archdiocese
until further notice, as many individuals continue to have concerns for the health and safety of themselves and their
loved ones.
The office staff is working very hard to get in touch with you all via email or phone call, please reply to the emails
and answer the phone calls so that we can work together and help one another to sign up for the weekend Masses.
Please pass this message to your friends.
We are allowed only 50 people total in the building. If you simply show up at the door without having signed up
first, you will be turned away. More details will follow, after the Parish Pastoral Council meeting.
Please try to understand and help us to set this up for you. We may need more volunteer help also, more sanitizing
materials. If you wish to help us or donate some sanitizing materials, please let us know.
Gospel Message:
“I will not leave you orphaned.” At some point we all want or even need to hear these words. They speak directly to
some of our greatest fears and challenges, abandonment and isolation, loneliness, vulnerability. They remind us that we
are not destined to walk this earth without an identity or direction. We do not stand alone.
To be sure there are seasons of life, moments, when the transitions, changes, and tragedies can leave us feeling as
orphans. Whether spoken or unspoken the questions begin. What will I do now? Where do I go? What happens next?
Who will love, nurture, and guide me? Who stands at my side? What will become of me? Those are the orphan’s
questions. Those are the questions I imagine running through the heads and hearts of the disciples of Jesus.
It is the last supper. Disciples have been fed, feet have been washed, the betrayer has left. It is night, dark, and Jesus
announces he is leaving. The one for whom they left everything now says he is leaving. “We do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” “Show us, 0 Father.” More orphan questions.
We fear becoming orphaned. That fear points to the deeper reality that by ourselves we are not enough. It is not, however,
because we are deficient. It is rather because we were never intended or created to be self-sufficient. We were never
intended to stand alone as individuals. We were created to love and be loved, to live in relationship as persons giving
themselves to each other, to dwell, abide, and remain within each other even as the Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the
Father; the antithesis of being orphaned.
“I will not leave you orphaned.” That is the promise. Regardless of the circumstances of our lives, storms, death,
separation, we have never been and will never be orphaned by God. How strange that must have sounded to the disciples.
In the same conversation Jesus tells them that he is leaving and coming. Leaving and coming sure sound like opposites.
If we are not careful, we will get struck trying to reconcile or figure this out. It is not, however, something to figure out.
It is rather a means to see and live in a different way.
Leaving and coming. Presence and Absence. These must be held in tension, not as mutually exclusive. That is what
Jesus has set before us in today’s gospel. That tension confronts us with the question of whether Jesus, for us, is a past
memory or a present reality, a sentimental story that makes us feel good or a living experience that challenges, guides,
and nurtures our life.
According to Jesus the answer to that question is determined by love that is revealed and fulfilled in keeping his
commandments. The commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves, to love our enemies, to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Whose feet do we wash and whose feet to ignore? What are the boundaries
of love?
Do we keep the commandments? Is our love growing, expanding, transformative of ourselves and the world? If so, Jesus
is probably for us a present reality and we know the fulfillment of his promise that we are not left orphaned. If, however,
we are not loving, if we remain self-enclosed and isolated, we relegate ourselves and each other to the orphanages of
this world. Jesus’ promise is still real, and he remains faithful we simply have not claimed it for ourselves.
Keeping the commandments is our access to Jesus’ promise that we will not be left orphaned. Keeping the
commandments does not make Jesus present to us, it makes us present to the already ongoing reality of Jesus’ presence.
The Commandments do not earn us Jesus’ love, they reveal our love for him, a love that originates in his abiding love
and presence within us.
Every time we expand the boundaries of our love, we push back the orphanages of this world, creating space within us
where the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit make their home. Father Steny
“I will not leave you orphaned.” Over and over, day after day, regardless of what is happening in our lives, that is
Jesus’ promise. We have not been abandoned. Do not abandon yourselves or others to the orphanages of this world.
Love with all that you are and that you have”

BAPTISMS
Welcome to our Faith Community and congratulations to the parents and sponsors of
Gareth Francesco Dlima.
PARISH OFFICE SERVICES ONLY AVAILABLE BY EMAIL OR PHONE
Office hours: Mondays & Wednesdays – 9am – 1pm & Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays 9am – 5pm
ALL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!
Am I allowed to go to the Church to pray?
St. Edmund’s Church will be opened during the day for quiet prayer at the request. Unfortunately, participation in the liturgy
in person is unavailable, however we encourage you to watch the Mass on TV and participate in prayer from home. Please
exercise social distancing if you choose to pray at church. Limit contact with surfaces and maintain six to ten-foot distance
from others (as hard as that is).
How can I stay connected to St. Edmund’s during this time of social distancing?
We would love to utilize this time to connect with parishioners. If you would be interested in making phone calls or writing
letters to parishioners, please contact the office at st.edmunds@shaw.ca.
If any of you wants to come and pray personally in the Church, please give a call to the office and let us know so that we can
open the Church for you.
Is confession still available?
Confession will still be offered. Call the office at 604 988 3211for more details.

STA NEWS
The school year continues and we wait daily to hear from the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education and CISVA what
the end of this school year and the beginning of the next may look like.
Planning for our Graduation events including social distancing requirements are well underway. We appreciate all the
feedback from students, parents, staff and the event organizers to make graduation this year as memorable as possible.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO MEDITATORS
I will be online about 20/25 minutes before 7:00 PM to receive participants. If you have problems please call to my cell, but not beyond 6:55 PM – 604
789 7625. If you are in iPhone or MAC computer, please discuss with JoAnn Primeau 607 987 8556.
If you are on a PC or Android phone or a land line, please contact me during the day at my cell 604 789 7625.

CONVALIDATION OF MARRIAGE
If you have been civilly married (not in Church) & would like to convalidate your marriage, please contact either
Father Steny or the Parish Office by phone or email.

BAPTISM BIB EMBROIDERY
We need help with simple hand embroidery on our baptism bibs. Please contact the Parish Office.
Contact the office If you need any kind of help. We are here to assist you.
Your Mass Intentions will be offered & prayed for at the private Masses of Father Steny & Father Cannio

MASS INTENTIONS
MON. 18 at 7:30am:
9:00am:
TUES. 19 at 7:30am:
9:00am:
WED. 20 at 7:30am:
9:00am:
THURS. 21 at 7:30am:
9:00am:
FRI. 22 at 7:30am:
9:00am:
SAT. 23 at 9:00am:
4:30pm:
SUN. 24 at 8:00am:
at 9:30am:
at 11:00am:

Spec. Intention St. Edmund Parishioners
Spec. Intention Christina & Laurence Estrada & family by Barbara Stuart
Spec. Intention Father Comey by Zofia Bronowska
+Repose Cristina Maglieri by Pasqualina Cusano
No Intention
+Repose Greg Fedorak by George Fedorak
No Intention
Spec. Intention Fr. Comey by Lynn & Jane
No Intention
+Repose Quiteria Baricaua by Anita Oandasan
Intention
Thanksgiving Mass by Almazan family
+Repose Giovanna & Angelo del Russo by daughter Assunta
+Repose Joseph Hiep Pham by daughter Rosa Zivarts
+Repose Josefa, my loved ones & all Souls in Purgatory by Flory

What is St. Edmund’s doing to help us stay connected during the COVID-19?
We want to honor your connection to spiritual community as much as possible with the resources we have available. At this
point in time we have the benefit of technology to remain socially connected while social distancing. In an effort to support
you in your spiritual journey during this time, we will offer a variety of prayerful touchpoints through the days and weeks

ahead. Join us as we connect with each other and our community. We will most actively be using our website
http://www.stedmundsparish.ca along with updating and contacting you on emails and phone calls.
Private Masses celebrated by Fr Steny and Fr Cannio at St. Edmunds are:
Weekday Masses are at 9:00am
Dear parishioners,
Did you know…
•
…there are now 47 parishes offering online streaming of Mass?
•
…some priests are hearing drive-thru confessions and are leading Eucharistic Adoration in parish parking lots?
•
…priests continue to minister to the sick and the dying in hospitals?
•
…under their guidance, faith formation – including RCIA, PREP, youth events, young adult prayer groups and public talks –
continues to be vibrant?
Today we will not be in our parishes, but still have the opportunity to show support for our future priests by visiting
vocationsvancouver.ca/give. You can also drop off your envelope to parish office.
Your gift to the Second Collection for Vocations helps:

•
•
•

promote a culture of vocations in the Archdiocese
provide accompaniment to those discerning the priesthood and the consecrated life
fund the formation and education of seminarians in training for the priesthood.

In brief, your gift will contribute to having more priests in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, and we are grateful for your support.
Thanks to a generous individual donor, all donations until May 10 will be matched dollar for dollar up to our goal amount. This is an
incredible opportunity to provide a large boost to the work of Vocations in our Archdiocese.
Please visit vocationsvancouver.ca/give to participate. You can also drop off your envelope to parish office.
Thank you for continuing to support the growth of vocations in our Archdiocese.

Pre-Authorized Giving Plan
St. Edmund’s Parish, 545 Mahon Avenue, North Vancouver, BC – V7M 2R7
Phone: 604-988-3211/Email: st.edmunds@shaw.ca/Website: stedmundsparish.ca/

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING PLAN
For Monthly Offertory Contributions
If you wish to make your Sunday offertory contribution through automatic monthly bank withdrawals, please complete the form below and note:

•
•

the amount you authorize will be deducted from your bank account on the 30th of each month. This regular
monthly amount covers Sunday Offertory donation only.
To make changes at any time, please call the Parish Office at 604-988-3211

Follow the steps below to calculate and authorize your monthly donation:
CALCULATING YOUR MONTHLY PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING
To help determine the amount of one’s monthly contribution, multiply your weekly offering by the 52 weeks in a year,
then divide this annual contribution by 12. Examples are provided below:
Weekly Offering
Monthly Offering
$10/week ($520/year) $43 per month
$20/week ($1,040/year)
$86 per month

Weekly Offering
$40/week ($2,080/year)
$50/week ($2,600/year)

Monthly Offering
$173 per month
$216 per month

Note that the amounts above are provided only as examples. Our hope is that Parishioners will contribute an offering that is meaningful, sacrificial, and that
honours the abundance with which the Lord has blessed each of us.

AUTHORIZATION FORM

❑
❑

I/we hereby authorize St. Edmund’s Parish to debit my/our account each month on the 30th
as allocated below.
I/we hereby change my/our monthly donation as allocated below:
Offering $_________

➔Please note that based on the fees associated with offering pre-authorized giving, a $25 monthly offering is the
minimum that can be processed through this method of giving
ACCOUNT HOLDER/S INFORMATION:
Name/s:

________________________________________________________ (please print)

ADDRESS:

________________________________________________________

Phone/s:

__________________________________________

Envelope #:

_________

Payment Start Date:

___________________

OFFERTORY DONATION FOR NORMAL OPERATIONS OF THE PARISH:
I wish to donate $___________ on a monthly basis on the 30th for normal operations of the
Parish
•
•
•

AUTHORIZATION:
I/We acknowledge that the Authorization is provided for the benefit of the Parish and the “Processing Institution” and is provided in Consideration of Processing
Institution agreeing to process debits (“PADs”) against the Account with Processing Institution in accordance with the Rules of the Canadian Payments Association.
By signing this Authorization, the family acknowledges having received and having read a copy of this Agreement, and agrees to be bound
by the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
I/We warrant and guarantee that the person/s whose signature/s are required to sign on the Account have signed the Authorization.

Payor SIGNATURE:

______________________________________

DATE: _____________

Payor SIGNATURE:

______________________________________

DATE: _____________

Return this form to the Parish Office or place it in the Sunday collection basket in a sealed envelope address to the “Parish Secretary – Confidential”, plus
attach a blank VOID cheque and/or provide the following information:

TRANSIT #___________
#__________________
Sample of blank Void cheque ➔
indicating #’s required

INSTITUTION #_______________

ACCOUNT
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