What good thing 


must you or I do 



to inherit, 



get, 



or have eternal life?  

This at first sounds like a game of stump the pastor.  


A question that coincides with, 



“Why did God make the dinosaurs go extinct?”  

But Jesus does not play that game with the man.  

He does what caring and helpful people do.  


He listens to our questions 



and digs at the trouble 



or underlying issue causing the question to come out of our mouths.  

As Jesus in Matthew15:18 already taught us, 


“But the things that come out of the mouth 



come from the heart,”  


The questions, 


the frustrations, 


the kinds words, 


the harsh words 



come from what is going on in our heart.  

In this encounter, 


looking at the words coming out of the heart 



answer all of the other questions this man raises for us.  

The way this man speaks of eternal life 


tell us so much about him 


and about ourselves 



and how we tend to think.  

Before I dig into his words, 


as a good Christian, 



how would you answer the mans question?  



What must you do to inherit eternal life?  

I ask you this, 


so that we can realize the state of our own hearts 


and so we can see how well Jesus answers this question 



in comparison to ourselves.  

So what do you need to do to have eternal life?  


Perhaps your is better, 


but a standard answer would be, 



“Ask Jesus to be your Lord and Savior.”

You have heard the text read, 

some of you have it before you.  


Is that what Jesus says?  



Clearly not.  



It is no where close.  

Because Jesus follows his standard pattern of asking another question 


in order to answer our first question.  

While this can seem like Jesus ducking the question, 


remember Jesus knows our hearts 


and he is trying to address the wrong ideas that exist there 



that are coming out in our question.

So for you and I, 


as nice of people that we are, 



Jesus redirects our reality.  

The man asked what good thing must I do?  

Jesus retorts basically asks him, 


“Why do you think you can do anything good? 



Every good thing comes from God alone!”  

The reason we are not eligible to do good on our own, 


is that we were kicked out of the garden when we sinned.


That sin still taints our every action.  

If we could do the good ourselves, 


there would be no need for Jesus to come.  

Somewhere in the midst of the trillions of people who have existed, 


someone would have figured out how to do it right.  



But Noah didn't, 



Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon all failed, 



as did all of the prophets of other religions.  


We can't do the good that needs to be done, 



only God can.

That is half of Jesus' answer.  

The second half 


is trying to get the man to reevaluate his understanding of how eternal life works.  

Again, 


this is commonly misunderstood in our culture.  



The man has money, 




and with the help of the other gospels versions of this story, 



we also know that he was young, 



and he was a ruler.  


How he has come about all of these things at this age, we don't know.  

But we see in his words, 


that his heart is used to getting what he wants.  



He has money, 



he has power, 



he has youth, 




the only thing he may be short is eternal life.  

So how do I get that?  


I have everything else, 



so what size of gift are we talking 




for me to secure my salvation?  



The Catholic Church was not the originator of selling indulgences.  


Even before Jesus died, 



people were trying to buy their salvation.

But where the man is off, 


is that he thinks that such a life can just be bought, 


or possessed, 


we just need to do the right dance 



and we will have have life with God when we die.  

But Jesus did not come so that you could have life with him when you die.  

Jesus came 


so that you could have life with him right now 



as we live this life and beyond.  

I had read verse 17 too many times, 


so that I did not notice that Jesus tells the man, 



“If you want to enter life, 




obey the commands.”  


My mind changed the words to, 



“If you want eternal life, 




obey the commands.”  

Enter and eternal are two completely different words.  


Jesus is telling us that when we obey the commands, 



we are getting in on eternal life right then.  



We are entering life.  


Disobeying the commands 



is missing out on life.

We can be in on life eternal right now!

This may hold some issues for those that hold onto the thought 


that eternal life if what you have after you die.  

In scripture, 


the phrase “eternal life” 



emphasizes the quality of life 



more than the quantity of life.  

It describes the type of life that an eternal being experiences, 


what God's life is like.  


It is the quality of life that God is living.  

The amazing thing is, 


we can enter into this life.  


We can live like God lives.  


We can experience the kind of life that God experiences each day, 



by doing what Jesus commands.  




What he tells the man 





is to keep the commandments.

Of course, 


as keeps on happening in our story, 



there is a question of which commandments need to be kept.  

And, 


as is always important, 



is Jesus' answer.  

The man asks which ones, 


plural?  

Jesus answers, 


“The one” singular, 


and then proceeds to list off 5 of the 10  commandments, 



plus love your neighbor.  

Jesus' answer covers commandment 5 though 9 of the commandments, 


plus the second half of the greatest commandment, 



“Love your neighbor.”  

What is missing from Jesus' answer 


is commands 1-4, 



which pertain to our relationship with God.  


5-10 cover our relationship with man.  


Loving our neighbor 



is also missing our relationship with God, 




“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul.”  

And for those of you who like complete numbers, 


the 10th commandment that is missing is, 



“You shall not covet.”  

So the question is, 


why are commands 1-4 and 10 not mentioned?  

At least two reasons

The first reason would be, 


we already know he does not hold 1-4 or 10 in his possession, 



because he thinks he can bring his own salvation.  



He is the one wanting to do what is necessary for eternal life.  



He is acting as his own God, 




whether he realizes it or not.  


Jesus has already tried to point this out to him.



Thus addressing 1-4 and 10.  

The second reason would be, 


5-9 are visible expressions of 1-4 and 10.  

If we were holding a trial, 


I could prove that you murdered, 


committed adultery, 


stole, 


bore false witness, 


or failed to honor your mother and father.  


I can provide evidence that you loved your neighbor as you loved yourself.  

A nearly impossible thing to do 


is to prove conclusively that I have no other God's before Yahweh, 


I have made an idol, 


I have misused the name of the Lord, 



or not kept the Sabbath.  


Coveting is also hard to prove.  

But, if I am not keeping 5-9, 

I am most likely not keeping 1-4 either 


and my coveting what someone else has 


has led me to adultery, murder, stealing, lying, 



or dishonoring my mother and father.  

This emphasis on the clearly tangible commandments in the end, 


leads us all to realize that we can not speak as this man does 



after Jesus lays out this list.  

We can not say, 


“I have kept all of these commandments.”  

If we were to do so, 

if we were so bold and foolish, 


we may hear Jesus give us a similar command.  
The man asks again, 


“What more shall I do?”  

Again, 


it is still him doing the work to earn his salvation.  

Jesus tells him to go and sell all he has, 

give it to the poor, 


and to follow him. 

To get rid of the idol that stands between him 


and God being his God.

What do we quickly find out?  


We discover that the man coveted his money 



and worshipped it as a God.  


He had an idol, 


he had other God's before Yahweh.  

He was invited to follow Yahweh 


in the person of Jesus 

and instead decided to keep his previous status.  

What do we know about his previous status?  


Despite being rich, 


young, 


and having power, 



he did not have eternal life.  

He was arrogant 


and thought he could bring this better life about by himself, 

but in reality, 


was not ready to enter into the hard steps to save himself, 



even when the steps were laid out for him.  

Despite our high opinions of ourselves, 


change stemming from our action is incredibly slow in coming around.  


Salvation by our own works will never come.  



I have been threatening to lose 10 pounds for a few years now, 




and I have yet to take any long term action 





to do what is necessary to lose 10 pounds.  



So to think I can bring about the kind of life God enjoys 




by my own actions 




and the will to enjoy the type of life that God enjoys 





is insane.

As I have described my issues with losing 10 pounds, 


I have fallen into a common trap within humanity.  

We think that either the lack of knowledge is our problem, 

or our lack of will 


is what keeps us from being who we desire to be.  

I know the things I need to do to lose the weight, 


I think I just need more will.  

Our man in the parable thinks he needs to know one more thing to do 


and then his driving will 



that has made him rich and a ruler when he is young, 




will fix the problem.  

But neither is the real problem, 


they are simply symptoms.  



Being is the problem.

Living into the calling we were created for, 

redeemed for, 

called into is where we fall short.  


Knowledge, 



even with everything ever written 




sitting in your pocket or purse accessible, 



and the world is still struggling.  


We have had the will to make it to the moon and beyond 



and we have all interacted with a 2 year old.  




A strong will is not our problem.  

What is lacking, 


is that refusal to be followers, 


to be the rescued, 



instead of the rescuers.  


To let Jesus take care of our lives 



instead of us.  

The man did not want to let go of his great wealth, 


because he believed that was what had brought him to near perfection, 



just one step short of the God life.  

Which may be true, 


but he was refusing to do the one simple step.  



Follow Jesus.  



Follow the commands to the full extent Jesus calls us to.  




To do the visible commands with a heart 





that also is dedicated to loving God alone 





and others not as visible.  
This is the route to eternal life.  

This is what we must do, 


we must be followers Jesus, 


we must live a life where we let go of our idols, 



which in many of our lives include money.  


We must become followers of Jesus, 



not just through our knowledge, 



not just through our will, 



but through our being followers of Jesus in our actions 




as well as our thoughts.  

We need enter into 


and rest in Jesus 



as our Lord and Savior.
