Syrup tasting and clowning workshops for children
and adults
will -also
be ofGreenfield
Recorder
03/10/2017
fered.
“Part of the goal of the fes-

can be a draw for all the people outside of our region who
are coming up to the sugar
houses. Maybe they’ll also
see there’s a cultural life

more than last year, with the
rest coming from state and
School Choice.
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But the town’s share is
higher in part because pro-

Tickets are also available
at Boswell’s Books in Shelburne Falls, World Eye Bookshop in Greenfield, and by
calling 800-838-3006.
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Pastor Julie Olmsted of Northfield’s Trinitarian Congregational Church leads a “CrossTalk” discussion on sin and salvation
Wednesday at Cameron’s Winery.

Bringing the church to the winery

Pastor Julie
Olmsted holding
religious talks at
Cameron’s Winery
By SHELBY ASHLINE
Recorder Staff

NORTHFIELD — While
sipping coffee in Cameron’s
Winery Wednesday morning,
Roy Patno listened to Pastor
Julie Olmsted speak passionately about sin and salvation.
Now and then, Patno
would scribble some notes on

a pad of paper, and Olmsted’s
words inspired murmurs and
nods from the nearly 20 men
and women in attendance.
Patno is a regular attendee of “CrossTalks,” a series of discussions centering
on topics like communion,
baptism, prayer, sacrifice, sin
and spiritual discipline led by
Olmsted, pastor at Northfield’s Trinitarian Congregational Church.
“I’ve been to a lot of Bible
studies,” said Patno, who attends the Trinitarian but resides in Hinsdale, N.H.
“What I like about this group
is there’s discussion … I
think it’s important to under-

NE Peace Pagoda’s
16th annual ‘Walk’
begins Sunday
Group seeking to
support immigrants
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By ANDY CASTILLO
Recorder Staff

Along
the
way,
the
marchers will call for “a world
free of the terrifying oppression of war and weaponry”
and ask communities and leg-

stand what people believe.”
Olmsted decided to pioneer
CrossTalks,
which
kicked off on March 1, in the
hopes of following what she
says is a trend among
Protestant churches, as well
as get out in the community
and include residents who
might not otherwise attend
church.
“We like to be outside the
four walls of the church,”
Olmsted said.
Olmsted
hopes
that
through CrossTalks, attendees can have their assumptions challenged through
open discussion. For attendee Gail Bedard of North-

field, CrossTalks are a means
of spiritually focused selfevaluation.
“It really gives you the
chance to take a look at yourself and your life in general,”
Bedard said.
Plus, Bedard noted a
sense of camaraderie between the attendees, many of
whom are members of the
Trinitarian, and the informal,
inviting environment Olmsted aims to create.
CrossTalks are held each
Wednesday at 10 a.m. at
Cameron’s Winery, and will
continue through Easter.
Next week’s discussion will
center on spiritual practices.
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Trout Unlimited t
fishing impact on l
By DIANE BRONCACCIO
Recorder Staff

SHELBURNE FALLS — According
to Trout Unlimited, the popularity of fly
fishing on the Deerfield and its tributaries is rising. But how does this affect
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