SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON
WOODTURNERS
NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2016

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR
DECEMBER MEETING – This will be a special meeting at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday,
December 7th at our regular location – Friends of the Carpenter.
Demonstrator:
techniques.

Members of the spindle turning class will demonstrate their

Note: Our regular meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the
month, at Friends of the Carpenter, 1600 W 20th St, Vancouver, WA.. This month, we
will not meet at our regular time. The regular schedule will resume in January.

President’s Message
This December 7th will be a special meeting as we don’t normally meet in December. This will
give us an opportunity to donate any Christmas ornaments you may have made for the
Friends of the Carpenter. Even if you don’t have an ornament or two, please consider
attending this special meeting as Rick Rich will have members of his Spindle Turning class
doing demonstrations on the new skills they have learned in the eight week class they recently
completed. As a special end of the year treat, we may even have Pizza available.
I am still working on a schedule for next year, but have a couple events in mind so far. They
include the annual auction in July and a tool swap meeting in February, or maybe January.
We are also considering bringing Eric Lofstrom back for a possible two day workshop as his
presentation and workshop were an incredible experience but not well attended. Only five
members of three clubs took advantage of the all day workshop and experienced an
educational day of hands on instruction. It’s my hope that more individuals will take
advantage of these classes as they are expensive to schedule but are a substantial benefit to
all levels of turning experience.
There’s more >>>>>
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>>>>> President’s Message - continued

The Oregon Symposium is also coming next March and there will be a great list of presenters
at this second annual symposium. It looks like our club will also be helping sponsor a room.
We’ll need help with set-up and video operators.
The AAW will again draw names from club submissions to receive a scholarship to one of two
Arts and Crafts schools next year. We are allowed to submit one name from our membership,
and those who wish to be considered should let me know by the Wed. meeting. We only have
two members interested so far, and will either draw from a number of names or flip a coin if
two are all we have.
All in all, 2017 should be an interesting year and I wish to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their help with our club, including the officers, members who set up and those
who help tear down, Matt for the donations of wood, Tom for the newsletter, Ron for the
photography, Brian for the Treasury position, Jim for being our Vice President, Bill for doing
the Library duties and Our Secretary, Dan Lloyd for helping out, Rick Rich for his excellent
spindle classes, and everyone else who has lent a hand this year. Without these helpers we
wouldn’t be able to continue as a club.
In addition I especially want to thank the Friends of the Carpenter organization for the use of
their facilities without which we may never have been able to have the organization we now
have.
Please consider attending this last meeting of the year and possibly bringing an ornament or
two for the Christmas ornament donation. Also, if you have made a top or two and wish to
have them delivered to the Cascade Woodturners, I will collect those and get them to Skip
Burke.
Even if you are unable to attend this meeting, I wish you a very Happy Holiday and look
forward to an exciting 2017.
Keep the bevel rubbing and stay safe.
Dan Baker
President
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Spindle Turning Class Demonstration
The 2016 Spindle Turning Class will be presenting Mark Burdon and Todd Barsness as
our demonstrators for the Wednesday evening meeting. They have prepared a short
demo, and during the final class session in October, we were shown a sneak preview. It is
a 'must see' event!
Everyone is welcome.
Rick Rich

COMMERCIALS

Shop and save at these businesses with your SWWWT membership card.
Gilmer Wood Co. – Portland, OR
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware – Beaverton, OR
Woodcraft – Tigard, OR
Woodcrafters – Portland, OR
North Woods Figured Wood – Gaston, OR
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ARTICLES / MEMBER SHARING

Are you willing to write a short story or tutorial? If you have something that you think would
be of interest to other members, send it to the editor. All input is needed by the 15 th of the
month.

AAW NEWS

From Kathleen Duncan, Member – AAW Board of Directors
Those who are AAW members should have received an announcement about a new AAW
service, EXPLORE! With EXPLORE!, we’ve put more than 2,500 items at your fingertips.
These include articles from thirty years of the American Woodturner Journal and
complementary publications. If you’ve used the AAW Video Source Library, EXPLORE!
should look very familiar. It has similar dropdown lists for you to select keywords for what
you’d like to find. If you’re like many of us and have many years of the Journal, it can be
difficult to relocate that one article you’d like to re-read. EXPLORE! will help you find the
article within seconds. Unlike the Video Source Library
http://aawvideosource.org/php/video_detail_view.php?Filter_x=1, EXPLORE! is available only
to logged-on AAW members. Find it under the “Publications” menu.
This is the newest part of the AAW VISION 2020 strategy to continue being the go-to source
for all things woodturning. In the next few years, we can look forward to several other
innovative aids intended to help individual woodturners, professionals, chapters,
and educators.
As always – if you’d like more information or have questions about the AAW,
please contact me.

Kathleen
woodspinner@gmail.com
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Refer a friend! Ask them to join and become a member of the Southwest Washington
Woodturners. It’s low-priced easy fun.

SWWWT – PRIVATE SALES
Your ads selling woodturning or related items. To list an item for sale, send the editor an e-mail at
tr60rr@gmail.com by the 10th of the month. Photos are OK. Ads will run once. To repeat or continue the ad,
please advise each month.

Turning Wood: Over 25 tons of interesting turning wood
logs and chunks in Vancouver. Latest acquisition is about a ton
of beautiful Siberian elm. Contact Tim at
wtsmall@comcast.net, 360-989-7721.
Also, please send an email to wtsmall@comcast.net with
"wood newsletter" in the subject line, to be added to a
periodic email newsletter on available woods and info.
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The Tennessee Fires Hit Arrowmont:
Here’s an article about the fire damage to Arrowmont. I stayed in Hughes Hall which burned down in this fire.
We may even consider a club donation to Arrowmont. I'll have to run it by the club and board. Dan

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts’ iconic campus was not lost in the fire. Gatlinburg is currently
inaccessible to all but emergency personnel. Arrowmont executive director Bill May is on campus and has
been able to provide updates.
The fire destroyed three Arrowmont buildings – Hughes Hall Dormitory, Wild Wing Dormitory and the
maintenance shed containing tools and equipment. All remaining structures on campus are secure.
Information regarding additional smoke and heat damage is not available at this time. Power and phone
service is limited.
“All Arrowmont personnel are safe,” says Bill May, “We have received many emails, phone calls, texts and
social media posts expressing support and concern for Arrowmont and for the people in our community
who have suffered loss. We are very grateful for our local and national community and the outpouring of
support. Hope is not lost. We will rebuild.” Bill May is appointing a recovery team to assess damage and
plan for the rebuilding of lost structures. We will inform the community when more information is available.
Arrowmont has received numerous requests regarding donations to support the recovery. To make a
secure donation online, go to www.arrowmont.org and click the “donate” button. Send checks to
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, P.O. Box 567, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 37738.
To request an interview with Bill May contact development director Fran Day at fday@arrowmont.org or 301395-0318.
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MORE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER CONTENT: Thanks to Rick Rich
for forwarding this information, which is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their
web site: www.morewoodturningmagazine.com

Turning a Duck
by Fred Holder
Back in 2004, Guilo Marcolongo, a turner from Australia, demonstrated how to turn a Daffy Duck at the Utah
Symposium. I decided to try one. Here’s my process, with some photos from Guilo’s demonstration.

Guilo’s ducks
To begin this project, you need a piece of wood for the body and another piece of wood for the head. Here are
the dimension ratios that I came up with from Guilo’s ducks and they seem
to give a nicely proportioned duck (everything is dimensioned off of the diameter of the body):









Length of body: 1.5 diameter of body
Length of head: 0.73 length of body
Length of head blank: 1.25 length of body
Diameter of head: 0.5 length of body
Top of bill: 0.52 length of body
Radius of foot: 0.33 length of body
Eye: 0.1 length of body
Diameter of leg: 0.06 length of body

I actually worked everything out using the length of the body then realized that the controlling factor will be the
diameter of the piece of wood that you are turning the body from. After that I
changed the basis for everything to be from the diameter of the body.
The body is turned into a good egg shape. Just make it 1.5 times as long as it is in diameter. From this make the
dimensions of all of the other pieces.
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The body has been turned and is nearly ready to part off. It is easier to
turn the body with one end held in a chuck and then you have only one end to hand sand.
Next step is to turn the head. Cut a blank and turn it round. The round blank should measure 0.5 the length of
the body and 1.25 times the length of the body. Make sure the ends are square with the body. Take this piece to
the bandsaw and saw out a 1/4 section. Set the 1/4 section aside and
shorten the blank by the top of the bill length or 0.52 length of the body. Mount this in the chuck and turn the
egg shaped head to be 0.73 length of body.

Here the head is mounted in the chuck and ready to turn.
The ¼ section is left out in the initial turning of the head.

The head has been turned to shape. It is now time to glue in the
¼ section that will become the bill.
Now glue in the 1/4 section that you had set aside. When the glue sets, turn the head down to meet with the bill
and turn the bill into the shape shown in the photo.
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Here the ¼ section is glued into the head and ready to final turn.
You must turn the head down to match with the bill section and turn the bill section to a point at the very
end. Do not turn on the center pointed section.
Sand, and the head is done except for drilling holes for the eyes and a hole to mount the head to the body. The
head is never glued to the body. You leave it free so that you can position the head
to best effect in your display.

Here the head has been completely turned. You
must hand sand the top of the bill section.

In this photo, Guilo is determining where the head would look
best on this particular duck.
Turn a disk that has a radius of 0.33 length of body and cut it into four
sections to make four feet. This piece should be curved a bit to make
the feet more pleasing. Round over the back of the feet on a disk
sander and shape the front of the feet as shown in the finished picture.
Turn the leg pieces and the neck piece; they can all be the same size
or the neck piece can be different if desired.
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This shows the blank from which Guilo made the
feet. You can get four feet out of a blank like this.
Turn the eyes out of contrasting wood. I used African Blackwood, but walnut or any other dark wood would
work fine. I turned the eyes into little balls on the end of a small tenon. The tenon was turned to a common drill
size. The location of the eyes is then determined and holes are drilled for the eye tenons. The small end of the
body goes towards the head. Hold the head and body together to decide where it looks best and drill a hole in
the body for the neck pin.
Now, try to determine the best point to align the center of gravity above the legs and drill two leg holes. Make
sure the holes are parallel to one another. Drill holes in the feet pieces and glue in the legs. Now, apply glue to
the top of the legs and insert them into the body. Press down until the duck is setting level and both feet are
touching the table surface.
It is a good idea to do a dry set up of all of the pieces before you start gluing any of them together. Let the glue
dry and apply finish to the duck.

The author’s duck made for a friend who gave us some
wood.
You will find these are interesting to make and Guilo says that they sell quite well, especially as a mama, papa,
and ducklings set.
________________________
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