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Magic Words 

Maybe my wife and I learned it from our parents. When our sons were very 

young we constantly stressed with them the importance of the ñmagic wordsò. 

What are the magic words? ñPLEASEó and ñTHANK YOUó. I believe that we 

may never go wrong adding PLEASE and THANK YOU into our conversations. 

With any type of request, adding a PLEASE will always be helpful and kind. In 

response to any type of gift, adding a THANK YOU will also always be good. 

With the month of October we begin another season of stewardship emphasis. 

Unlike many pastors, I am not fearful or intimidated about discussing money and 

generous giving in the church. I believe we must get more intentional in helping 

our people live lives of abundant generosity. Maybe this also comes from my 

parents. When I was a young boy, my Dad served as the Clerk of Session and 

the financial secretary of our small Presbyterian Church for many years. I re-

member sitting at our dining room table helping my Dad with the congregationôs 

offering envelopes. My Dad would hand write each family name and address on 

the outside of their box of envelopes and tell me the box number, which I would 

then carefully write on the new, blank financial report which he had already pre-

pared for each family for the coming new year. And I remember my Dad sitting 

at our dining room table with his manual typewriter preparing financial reports 

for the congregation. Of course, when I was a young boy our little church had 

lots of people and lots of money. My Dadôs reports to the congregation were al-

ways upbeat and positive. The congregation applauded. I was proud of my Dad. 

I knew my parents were frugal in every way and abundantly generous to our 

church. Generosity was woven into my soul as a boy. 

So letôs talk about money. It is truly all about the magic words:  THANK YOU for 

being a remarkably generous, spiritually mature and vital congrega-

tion.  PLEASE give generously to the Church. 

Please and Thank You in Christ! 

Mark   

* On October 20, Stewardship Sunday, there will be one service at 10:00AM! 

A church group photo will be taken following the service. 

Next newsletter deadline is: 
Sunday, October 20 
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Wednesday Bible Study ð is using hymns, instead of study books, as the source for discussion.  We will dis-

cuss what the hymn and specific parts of the hymn mean to us and identify how parts of the hymn link to Bibli-

cal references.  Participants of the group will be able to choose a hymn for subsequent weeks.  Please join us, 

if this idea interests you. 

The Womenõs Bible Study ð will meet on Friday, October 4 and October 18 at 7pm.  We normally meet on the 1st 

and 3rd Fridays each month.  We  are using the series Horizontal Jesus by Tony Evans to guide our study.  Our 

meetings are held at the home of Susan Nunamaker at 41 Longhorn Road in Fairfield.  Anyone who is interested in 

joining the group, please contact Dana McDonald at 717-642-6272 or Susan Nunamaker at 717-642-9646.   

The Womenõs Guild ð The Guild Yard & Bake Sale was held September 28th.  We would like to thank all those 

wonderful people who contributed items and the people who baked delicious goodies for us to sell.  Special thanks to 

all who came out at 6:00 am to help us set up and to the people who purchased tables to sell their own items.  The 

money raised will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for our Teen Angels, a program in which we have participated 

in for 15 years.  Next monthôs issue will contain the amount of money we made. The next meeting of The Womenôs 

Guild will be October 15th at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  All women of the church are invited for fellowship, fun and 

food.  

The Menõs Breakfast ð Saturday, October 12 at 8:00am. Come join us for food and fellowship. This monthôs 

speaker is Sharon Hedges, the accompanist for the Gettysburg Civic Chorus. Sharon is retired from the mili-

tary.  All men are welcome! 

Room 4 Adult Sunday School Class ð An ordinary fisherman who heard an extraordinary call ð Simon Peter.  

He was not rich or educated, but was familiar with hard work.  He was quick-tempered and impetuous, but pos-

sessed a passion that would change the world.  He left everything to follow his teacher, yet struggled with doubt and 

fear. Join the room 4 adult group on Sunday mornings this fall to discuss the book, ñSimon Peterò by Adam Hamilton.  

There is no charge for the book.  If you have any questions, see Susan Nunamaker or Doyle Waybright. 

The Seekersõ Sunday School Class ð is now studying the book, ñSimply Living: Modern Wisdom from the 

Ancient Book of Proverbsò by Cecil Murphey.  The class meets at 9:45 am every Sunday in the Education 

Building.  We would love it if you would join us! 

The Couplesõ Study Group ð  will meet at the church on October 12th at 3:30 to carpool to Fields of Adventure at 

Smithfield Farms near Aspers to maneuver through a corn maze.  If we are successful in getting through safely, we 

will then proceed to Little Italy V near Cashtown for dinner.  We will have a brief discussion on the importance of 

Christian Fellowship.  Please let Jim and Bev know that you can join us.  More details to follow in the bulletin. 

The group will be going to Edgewood Bowl on November 16th  from 7:00 - 10:00.  Unlimited bowling and all the pizza 

you can eat for a night of fun and exercise. We need to know how many people will be participating by November 3rd 

so that we are guaranteed enough lanes. Please contact Bev and Jim. Price and additional details will be posted in 

the bulletin.  

Prayer Meeting ð Please come to be prayed for or to pray for others. The LMC prayer meeting will be held 

every Wednesday at 2:45 pm in classroom #4. All are welcome! 

  Bible Studies & Sunday School 
ñI am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is good for 

you and leads you in the way you should go.ò 
(Isaiah 48:17) 
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Sunday, October 20 ð One Sunday Worship service at 10:00 a.m.  Stewardship 

Sunday: òMoving Forwardó A creative worship service including the gathering and 

dedication of our estimate of giving pledge cards.  After the service, there will be a 

church congregational picture taken in front of the new church addition as a backdrop. 

Immediately following the photo, the I & S team will sponsor a special coffee hour in 

celebration of Stewardship Sunday. We hope everyone will attend all of these important 

events. All friends and members are cordially invited!   

Adams County Habitat for Humanity ð a blitz build has been scheduled for October 10, 11, 12 and also 

October 17, 18, 19. The build location is on Franklin Street in Biglerville next to St. Paulôs 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please consider volunteering to lend a hand at the build; no 

experience or tools needed. We are also in need of food and refreshments for a blitz build 

lunch on October 12. Please contact Lucas Crumbacker to volunteer: 717-339-9396 

or email, crummy38@gmail.com. 

Are you interested in joining Lower Marsh Creek Church? Please join Pastor Mark on 

September 29 & October 6 at 9:45 for informal and meaningful conversations about the 

Presbyterian Church and their beliefs. Our Session will host a luncheon and time for fel-

lowship on October 13 from 12:15-2:00. Join them to find out what it means to be Presby-

terian at Lower Marsh Creek church. A public recognition and welcome will take place on Sunday, November 

10 during worship. Please let Pastor Mark know if you are interested. 

Our FUNnFITNESS class is currently held every Thursday at 1 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   It is a low impact and fun 

workout which can be done sitting, if necessary.  We work on all parts of the body and focus on those things important 

as we age a bit (hand/eye coordination, focus, concentration, reaction time and balance). A few people have asked if 

we could change the time on Thursday since 1 PM is not convenient for them. How would 9 AM work in-

stead?    Please email me at daveswims@hotmail.com and let me know your preference.   Remember this is free to all 

and very important to help get and stay fit as we become chronologically challenged (or at any age).   

Hope to hear from you and look forward to seeing more of you on Thursday. 

C.A.R.E.S. training is being offered on Monday October 21 at 6:30 P.M. at St. James Church in Gettysburg 

for those of you who are interested in volunteering as either an evening host and/or an 

overnight volunteer at LMCPC (host/overnight), or one of the other participating community 

churches (overnight).  This training session must be attended prior to serving as a host or 

overnight volunteer.  If you have any questions regarding this orientation, please don't hesi-

tate to call Joe or Elaine Reichl at 717-398-2430, or email jereichl@comcast.net.  Thank 

you for your interest in this worthy ministry. 

IS YOUR MARRIAGE WORTH REPEATING? ð Join us for LMCPCôs Annual Marriage 

Retreat to find out how the Bible teaches us to have a marriage that is, in fact, worth re-

peating!  The retreat will once again be held at the beautiful Eden Resort in Lancaster 

from Friday, January 10th through Sunday, January 12th.  Signup is in the Narthex!  Cost 

is $250/couple and is due to the church office by Sunday, November 3rd.  Please contact 

a member of the committee if you have any questions, Joe & Lori Jackson, Carlos & Doris 

Wampler, Jim & Bev Benner, or Mark & Catherine Orleski.  

mailto:crummy38@gmail.com
mailto:daveswims@hotmail.com
mailto:jereichl@comcast.net
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   2 ð Jane Kessel  11 ð Gordon Russell 17 ð David A. Metz 22 ð Susan Wagle 

   2 ð Janice McCraw  12 ð Lee Bentz 17 ð Cheryle Waters 24 ð Fred Schultz 

   4 ð Gary Adams  16 ð Jim Benner 18 ð David Brill 28 ð Sara Rohr 

   4 ð Rex Craven  16 ð Dave Diehl 18 ð Karen Golden 29 ð David B. Metz 

   9 ð Susan Thompson  17 ð Lori Jackson 19 ð Daisy Stuffle   

 10 ð Roz Santay  17 ð Pastor Mark 21 ð Fern Bodmer   

October Birthdays 

Best Wishes!  Enjoy your special day!  

 

 

Dear Partners in Godôs Mission, 

On behalf of Presbyterian Mission, please allow me to express our appreciation to you, your 

pastor, session, and congregation for your gracious and faithful support of our ministries.  Dur-

ing July, we received the following gift from your church: On July 29, we received $3,000.00 for 

Dori Kay Hjalmarson, Presbyterian Church USA mission worker in Honduras. 

Thank you once again for your support, dedication and partnership in furthering Godôs mission 

around the world.  You are a valued partner in mission.   

Yours in Christ, 

Lynne Foreman 

Mission Engagement Advisor 

Office of Mission Engagement and Support 

Dear Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you for your donation to Adams Rescue Mission in the amount of $3,000.00. Your gener-

osity will help us to help the lost and needy. We pray the promise of Luke 6:38 in your behalf. 

ñGive and it will be given to you, a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

overò. 

Thank you again for your gift, 

Adams Rescue Mission Staff 

October 12 í Pastor Mark & Kris  
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The Season of Stewardship 

ñTo everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heavenéò  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

     We are approaching the season of Autumn when we turn our thoughts to harvest, thanksgiving and a time of 

reflection.  We reflect on how quickly the year has passed, all that has taken place and how soon Christmas will 

be upon us!  In the churchôs year it is the Season of Stewardship; a time to consider Godôs blessings over the year 

and how you plan to say thank you!  It is a time to pray about how you will support LMC and its ministries in the 

coming year. 

     On Sunday, October 20, 2019 during one service at 10:00 AM members of your church family will share with 

you why they give whether it is of their time, talents and/or resources.  They will tell you how your financial gifts 

and the sharing of your time and talents has affected their lives.  You will hear how you have affected their lives 

doing Godôs work!  This will be a joyful celebration of Godôs love in action at LMC! 

     In this season of reflection we will explore the opportunities of stewardship of your talents: ñthe joy of sharing 

with others in Christ;ò the possibilities of stewardship of your time in service to Godôs people: ñbecoming more 

aware of otherôs needs;ò and the rewards of stewardship of your resources: ñexpressing your gratitudeò and 

ñenriching your life in Christ.ô  We are called by Christ to put into action our Christian values.  He has made each 

of us a steward with abilities and talents that are unique and meant to be shared with the body of Christ.  This is 

your Season to decide how you will fulfill your responsibility of stewardship and life in partnership with God! 

     The chart below shows the abundant generosity of our church family.  Where do you fall on this chart?  Can 

you grow in your giving? 
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Lower Marsh Creek Churchõs New Playground  

The church contracted with the J & R Mulch Company in Waynesboro for the installation of 

an ñAdventure World Play Set.ò It is now on the church grounds for the children to enjoy! 

LMCôs children can join in the fun with this play set that has everything. A playhouse and 

two forts offers hours of imaginary playtime. A rope bridge and plastic tunnel allows them to 

move safely throughout the set and a bubble window provides an entertaining view of the 

world. The children can choose from three sliding options as well as four swings including 

seesaw and trapeze features. There are safety ladders strategically located throughout the 

set along with a rope bridge and climbing platform. 

This was made possible by contributions received to date: 

           

 

Individual gifts including proceeds from fundraisers 

(chili cook-off and Mr. Edôs fudge sales) 
$11,647.68  

David Scott Youth Fund from 2018   $3,331.54  

Mission Endowment Fund in 2019   $3,500.00  

Total Received (Note: additional expenses included 

site work, landscaping, benches and picnic tables) 
$18,479.22  
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Warm greetings to all of you at Lower Marsh Creek! We were very grateful to see you in Au-

gust, and encouraged by your interest in Godôs work in South Sudan. This is a short over-

view of what we are doing for those who were not able to be there for our presentation. We, 

along with our colleagues in South Sudan, greet you in the name of Christ and thank you for 

your prayers and support that enable us to serve and live in that challenging place. We have 

been living in Juba for two years now, and are grateful to feel at home with new friends and 

colleagues, as well as good progress in learning a new language ï Juba Arabic. 

Bob is teaching at Nile Theological College (NTC), which has a bachelorôs degree program and diploma program for 

men and women preparing for ministry in the church. Bob has taught a variety of subjects, including spiritual forma-

tion, evangelism, church history, and contextual theology. His students have all experienced displacement from con-

flicts and disruptions to their education; their perseverance and motivation to pursue education and ministry is inspir-

ing! He really enjoys mentoring students and getting to know them through his classes and also through the Media 

Team that prepares a semi-annual newsletter for the college. This year, Bob joined a group of leaders from NTC who 

visited a Christian college in Rwanda to learn from their experience of incorporating themes of reconciliation into their 

curriculum. Please pray for these students at NTC, who sacrifice and face many challenges to pursue a call to minis-

try. 

Kristi is working with the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church (SSPEC), a community of about 50 churches 

across South Sudan. One priority for the church is Healing and Reconciliation; nearly everyone in South Sudan is 

traumatized by the long years of war, and tribalism causes ongoing tensions and conflict. Kristi joined three church 

members last year to attend a training in Rwanda on facilitating healing and reconciliation workshops. They have 

been facilitating these workshops in Juba and in other parts of South Sudan, helping people to understand Godôs love 

and forgiveness in fresh ways, find healing through the cross of Christ for pain they have experienced, and learn the 

power of repentance and forgiveness to promote healing in our communities. We praise God for how the Holy Spirit is 

working through these workshops, giving people courage to acknowledge wrongs done by their people and forgive 

each other. Kristi is also helping the church to use an approach called Community Health Evangelism, which inte-

grates Evangelism and Discipleship with Community Development to empower churches to ministry holistically in their 

communities. 

This year the government of South Sudan is in the implementation process of a peace agreement. Please pray that 

churches would continue to have a significant voice in promoting peace and reconciliation. Please pray also for the 4 

million people displaced from their homes and even more facing severe food insecurity, for Godôs protection and pro-

vision in this crisis. 

On August 10, just one week after we were with you, Bob had a bad fall during a spontaneous ride on a skateboard, 

and broke his hip and his elbow. He had surgery to put a óhip nailô in to stabilize his hip, and is wearing a brace on his 

elbow. Please pray for healing and full recovery in his body.  

We are grateful for the privilege of standing in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in South Sudan, witnessing to 

Godôs presence and hope in the midst of suffering. Thank you again for partnering with us in this journey of Godôs 

mission in the world! 

Letter From Bob & Kristi Rice  
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   Oriolesõ Baseball Game Outing 

On Friday, September 6, around 35 people from Lower Marsh Creek Church boarded a bus and went to 

Camden Yards to watch the Baltimore Orioles host the Texas Rangers. Unfortunately, the Baltimore Orioles 

lost with a score of 7-6.  A good time was had by all who attended the game.  
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Family Life Group Trip To Lake Tobias  

The Family Life Group had an adventure at Lake Tobias on August 3 and everybody had a great 

time. Lake Tobias is a zoo and wildlife park near Harrisburg which features exhibits, a petting zoo, 

shows, and a chance to interact with creatures from all over Godôs kingdom. The highlight of the 

trip, especially for the children and young-at-heart, was the safari. They rode on a convertible 

school bus and got to feed and touch (and get kisses from) a variety of friendly animals. Those in 

attendance were: Joe & Lori Jackson; Carlos & Doris Wampler with their grandson, Brett Leedy; 

John Mickley with his son, Mark; Ben, Haven, Caleb & Ethan Miner; Dan, Kelly, Hadley & Avery 

Holler; Mark, Catherine, Leonard, Charlotte & Franklin Orleski. 
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Pre-K/Kindergarten Sunday School Class 

Greetings from the new Pre-K/Kindergarten Sunday School class!  We currently have 8 children 

enrolled. We have had a great start to the school year with 6-7 students attending each week!  

Each Sunday the children are listening to a Bible story, learning a weekly verse, and participat-

ing in Bible-learning activities.  The Bible story, weekly verse, and an extension activity will be 

sent home with your child each week.  One of our goals is to teach The Lordôs Prayer in class, 

so with your help at home, your child will know this prayer by the end of the school year!  

*Please note that Sunday, October 20, there will be one service at 10:00.  After the 10:00 service, 

there will be a group childrenôs picture in front of our new playground!   

 

Pictured left to right: Ethan Miner, Kingston Smith and Ewan Johnston 

Pictured left to right: Aidan Duffy, Larkin Bucher, and Ava Crumbacker 


