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Meeting Date
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 1, at 6:00 p.m. at the Richard I. Bong
Historical Center, 305 Harborview Parkway in
Superior. Curator Briana Fiandt will present the
Center’s linchpin program, “The Story of Richard
Ira Bong”.
Meeting topics for 2016
January–Business Meeting
February–Meeting with the DCHS
March–Potluck celebrating our heritages and
cultures
April–Joining TPGS at the LDS Center in Duluth.
May–Library resources at UWS.
June–Picnic with TPGS; Native American
research
July–Cemetery Walk at the cemetery on County
Highway Z
August–Songs of the Mariners, a musical group
that sings sea chanties and gives some history of
sailors’ lives. *Cancelled*
September–Clerk of Courts and other courthouse
research resources available
October–Songs of the Mariners (rescheduled
from August)
November 1 – Richard I. Bong Center
December 6 – Holiday Potluck

November 2016
jnjsig@yahoo.com
Facebook

Officers: President Jim Mattson, Vice President
Ján Resberg, Treasurer Jane Sigfrids, Secretary
David Johnson
Members present: Judy Aunet, John Buczynski,
Emily Fredrick, Donald Hauser, Bobbi Hoyt,
Lorrie Madden, Sandy Novak, Irene Peterson,
Lois Teich.
New Member: Debra Reichert
The September meeting minutes were read; a
motion to accept was made by Bobbi Hoyt and
seconded by Emily Fredrick. The motion passed.
The September 21 Executive Board & Program
Committee meeting was reported on by David
Johnson.
The September Treasurer’s Report was given by
Treasurer Jane Sigfrids. A motion to accept was
made by Jan Resberg and seconded by Judy
Aunet. The motion passed.
Committee Reports:
Membership
Jane Sigfrids reported the current membership
at 27.

October Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2016 6:00 P.M. @ Superior Public
Library.

Website
An update was given on the DCGC website,
www.douglaswigenealogy.org, by Secretary Dave
Johnson. A new page has been added to place
meeting minutes. As of now it will contain only
approved minutes dated September 2016 and
newer.

Board members present:

Old Business:

Judy Aunet has spoken with Sam Pomish and he
is interested in giving a talk about the Hebrew
Cemetery, possibly during the cemetery walk in
July 2017.

A motion to adjourn was made by Emily Fredrick
and seconded by Jane Sigfrids. The motion
passed; the meeting was adjourned at 6:46 pm.
Following the meeting a presentation of Shanty
music, “Shanties and the Lore of Sea Music”, was
given by Les Hazelton and Ben Johnson. The
program was well received and very
entertaining.

President Mattson spoke with Peter Golden, a
resident of the Grand Central Plaza, about the
upcoming genealogy talk. Four potential dates
were submitted.
Two - October 13 and
November 3 - were moved ahead, with the
November date having preference as the October
date is too close. Our member packets will be
brought as well as genealogy work sheets. We
will have to find out if they have a large TV to use
for our presentation. Members working the
event will be Jim Mattson, Judy Aunet, Jane
Sigfrids and David Johnson.

The executive board met following the
presentation and voted to give Les and Ben a $30
honorarium and each a 1 year guest membership
to the DCGC.
Respectfully submitted, Secretary David Johnson

New Business:
The Executive Board and Program Committee
meeting will be held December 14, 5:00 @
Perkins.
A motion was made by Jan Resberg and
seconded by Don Hauser to spend up to $30 for
Genealogy BINGO for the December 6, 2016
Christmas meeting. Bobbi Hoyt will pick up
prizes.
The second annual Library Lock-in will be held
March 31, 2017. More information will be
forthcoming.

Upcoming Events

The Twin Ports Genealogical Society will hold
their annual picnic on June 5, 2017, at the Holy
Family Church in Duluth; our group is invited.

DCGC= Douglas County Genealogy Club
TPGS=Twin Ports Genealogical Society
WSGS= Wisconsin State Genealogical Society
MNGS= Minnesota Genealogical Society
WHS= Wisconsin Historical Society

The LDS Library in Duluth is open on
Wednesdays from 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm and on
Saturdays from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.

DCGC Events

Judy Aunet reported on the importance of
proofing your family obituaries. Mistakes will
last a lifetime. Following she read a poem titled:
“The Dash.”

Volunteers from the DCGC will conduct a
beginning genealogy presentation with residents
of the Grand Central Plaza in Superior on
2

Thursday, November 3, at 6:00 pm. Details are
still being worked on.

are a mainstay for genealogists researching in
the United States. But did you know that,
concurrent with the federal population
schedules, the government also collected other
types of data that are useful for today’s
genealogist to provide context of our ancestors’
lives and for evidence? Five different nonpopulation schedules – agriculture, mortality,
industry/manufacturing,
community
information and dependent, delinquent and
deficient schedules – will be reviewed
illustrating how the information they contain can
be used to answer genealogical questions. We
will explore why these records were generated
and why the extant records are so limited. And,
finally, because it can be challenging, we will
review the step-by-step methodology for
accessing these records. Irrespective of its
genealogical
importance,
some
of
the
information found in these records is just fun!
How many pounds of butter did your ancestor
make in 1879?

WSGS Events
Saturday, November 5
Swedish
American
Genealogy
Workshop (WHS Event)
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
UW-Madison Memorial Library, Room 126
This workshop will provide 4 lectures on
Swedish genealogical research. Lectures will
include information on basic Swedish Research,
Swedish Church Records, Military Records, and
Estate Inventories. If you have any Swedish
ancestry, this workshop is a must-see!
Lecturer Kathy Meade has been assisting people
with their Swedish research for more than ten
years. She is the North American representative
for ArkivDigital, a company that offers an online
subscription service to Swedish historical
records. She has given many presentations
throughout the country as well as written
genealogy articles for the Nordstjernan
newspaper. She serves on the advisory board for
the Swedish American Genealogy Center at the
Swedish American Museum in Chicago and
volunteers at the Arlington Heights Memorial
Library helping patrons with their Swedish
research.

Instructor: Jill Morelli is a “Roots Generation”
genealogist who pursues her passion for
genealogy through lecturing, writing and
research on topics inspired by her family. She
blends scholarship with skill-building and storytelling to convey information that can be used
immediately to answer the genealogical
questions of attendees whatever their skill level.
Cost: Free!
To
register:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/675
106008574459137
If you’re new to webinars, check out this link:
http://blog.geneawebinars.com/p/how-itworks.html

See the WSGS website at www.wsgs.org for
registration information.

MNGS Events
Wednesday, November 2
Using the Non-Population Schedules for Context
and Evidence (Webinar)
7:00 pm to 8:15 pm

WHS Events
The WHS will present the following workshop on
Saturday, December 3:

Description:
We know about the federal
population schedules – the decennial censuses
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Family History Projects
There are many ways to share the research you
have done in family history. This workshop will
provide guidance on many types of family
history projects. It will also allow attendees to
share the projects they have already produced.
It promises to be an inspiring day of sharing
ideas and making plans for ways you can get the
family interested in the stories you have
uncovered in your research.
Lecturer: Sarah White,
www.firstpersonprod.com
“I help individuals, families, businesses, and
communities
record
their
stories
for
presentation in book form and more. I also
facilitate life story writing workshops and handson intergenerational programs exploring
personal history.” Sarah maintains a blog that
inspires
writing
personal
stories
and
documenting
life
stories:
www.truestorieswelltold.com. Check it out!
Date: Saturday, December 3rd
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Location: Madison, WI, Memorial Library, Room
126 (UW-Madison Campus)

Upcoming Events is a work in progress. We
invite all area genealogy organizations to submit
their events with contact information for
publication here to jnjsig@yahoo.com.
As always, if you have additional dates for the
calendar or if you find a date in error, please
email me at jnjsig@yahoo.com.

News from the Internet
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Genealogical Society of Ireland Journals and
Publications go online at Findmypast
(Courtesy of Dick Eastman at
https://blog.eogn.com).

•

The following announcement was written by
the folks at Findmypast:
•
•

•

All Society journals from 1992 to 2016
including over 800 individual articles
All
Society
publications
including
extensive collections of gravestone
inscriptions,
historic
records
and
surname studies.
Released online for the first time

Leading Family History website Findmypast, has
today announced the online publication of all the
journals dating from 1992 to 2016. The journals
are now available to search as part of the
PERiodical Source Index and will be joined by
the Genealogical Society of Ireland publications
over the coming weeks. The publications
consists of a wide range of documents including
transcripts of original records, memorial
inscriptions, local and surname studies and
collections of specialist sources and guides. The
information dates back to 1798 and covers many
counties in Ireland including Cavan, Dublin,
Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois, Louth, Offaly and
Wicklow.

Brian Donovan, Head of Irish Records at
Findmypast, comments: “The Genealogical
Society of Ireland occupies a unique position in
the Irish genealogical landscape. Not only is it
the largest volunteer society in the Republic, it is
by far the most active, involved in campaigns,
publications, international events and the
promotion of the hobby of family history. It is
dedicated to making the complexities of research
understandable to the novice, while at the same
time developing unique expertise across a range
of topics. It is particularly important as a lobbyist
to government for the shared interests of the
genealogy sector in Ireland and opens its doors
to everyone to help in this task. With all this in
mind, we at Findmypast are especially pleased to
see their fabulous collection of publications
available to our audience. We also wish them
every continuing success.”

The release is comprised of two sets of
important publications, namely:
•

of source materials, scholarly articles,
name studies and other material.
Publications – Alongside the journals,
the society has had an ambitious
publishing programme. It has so far
published over 40 individual volumes of
source materials. Its first in 1992 was an
1837 memorial from Wicklow signed by
hundreds of residents. Thereafter they
have published many volumes of
gravestone inscriptions and memorials,
several school registers, military records,
extracts from the 1821 and 1901 census
returns,
occupational
records,
information about the population in 1798,
and specific family studies, and much
more.

Journals – In 1992 the Society
commenced publication of a journal. Back
then it was the Dun Laoghaire
Genealogical Society, but immediately
expanded its remit to cover much more
than the area around the Borough. It
published 224 articles between then and
1999 when it changed its name to the
Genealogical Society of Ireland. Since
2000 it has published over 600 articles on
Irish family history including transcripts

Tom Conlon, Director, Sales and Marketing,
Genealogical
Society
of
Ireland
said
“We are delighted to advance to a further stage
of collaboration with Findmypast. It brings our
portfolio of publications to a very much larger
audience worldwide.
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The range of information of genealogical interest
available online continues to expand at a
phenomenal rate. With a few clicks, one can find
a whole range of information and records. By
joining a society, members are helped to better
interpret this information and to enhance their
understanding of the times and circumstances in
which their ancestors lived”

It is devoted to the promotion of the study of
genealogy and related subjects as educational
leisure pursuits available to all in the community
irrespective of age, prior-learning, background
or socio-economic circumstances by organising
Open Meetings, lectures, workshops, publishing
genealogical material, organising group project,
exhibiting at major relevant events and the
provision of an Archive and Research Centre, An
Daonchartlann.

About Findmypast

The
Society
encourages
its
members,
undertaking research in every county in Ireland,
to make their research available to others
through publication. Through its publications
programme, the Society makes accessible to
researchers at home and abroad many sources
otherwise not available except in their original
state. The collection and repatriation of
genealogical material is an important function of
the Society’s Archive and Research Centre, An
Daonchartlann.

Findmypast (previously DC Thomson Family
History) is a Scottish-owned world leader in
online family history. It has an unrivalled record
of online innovation in the field and 18 million
registered users across its family of online
brands, which includes Lives of the First World
War, The British Newspaper Archive and Genes
Reunited, amongst others.
Its lead brand, also called Findmypast, is a
searchable online archive of over eight billion
family history records, ranging from parish
records and censuses to migration records,
military collections, historical newspapers and
lots more. For members around the world, the
site is a crucial resource for building family trees
and conducting detailed historical research.

www.familyhistory.ie

Are You Missing Most of the Available
Genealogy Information?
(Courtesy of Dick Eastman at
https://blog.eogn.com).

In April 2003, Findmypast was the first online
genealogy site to provide access to the complete
birth, marriage, and death indexes for England &
Wales, winning the Queen’s Award for
Innovation. Since that time, the company has
digitised records from across the globe, including
over 120 million Irish family history records, the
largest collection online.

I received a message a while ago from a
newsletter reader that disturbed me a bit. He
wrote, “I have been doing genealogy research for
10-15 years but only through the Internet.” He
then went on to describe some of the
frustrations he has encountered trying to find
information. In short, he was disappointed at
how little information he has found online.

www.findmypast.com
About Genealogical Society of Ireland

I read the entire message, but my eyes kept
jumping back to the words in his first
sentence: “… but only through the Internet.”

The Society was established in 1990 to promote
an awareness, appreciation and knowledge of
our genealogical and heraldic heritage in Ireland
and amongst her Diaspora.
6

Doesn’t he realize that perhaps 90% of the
information of interest to genealogists is not yet
available on the Internet?

projects. That is, they are not yet complete. In
fact, I doubt if all of them will be available online
for at least another decade or two! If you only
look online, you are missing a lot.

To be sure, many of the biggest and most
valuable resources are now available online,
including national census records, the Social
Security Death Index, military pension
applications, draft cards, many passenger lists,
land patent databases, and more.

In many cases, church parish records, local tax
lists, school records, land records (other than
Federal land grants), state census records, and
many more records are not yet available online
and probably won’t be available for years. If you
are limiting yourself to “… only through the
Internet,” you are missing 90% of the available
information.

The national databases were the “low hanging
fruit” a few years ago as the providers of online
information rushed to place large genealogy
databases online. These huge collections
benefited a lot of genealogists; these databases
were the first to become indexed, digitized, and
placed online. We all should be thankful that
these databases are available today and are in
common use.

If you have the luxury of living near the places
where your ancestors lived, I’d suggest you jump
in an automobile and drive to the repositories
where those records are kept. There is nothing
that matches the feeling of holding original
records in your hand. Scan them or make
photocopies or take pictures of them or do
whatever is possible to collect images of the
original records.

As the national databases became available to all,
the online providers moved on to digitize
regional and statewide information. State
censuses, birth records, marriage records, death
records, naturalization records (which originally
were recorded in many local and state courts),
county histories, and much, much more are still
being placed online.

If you do not enjoy the luxury of short distances,
use microfilm. Luckily, that is easy to do although
you will have to leave your home. Many (but not
all) of these records have been microfilmed, and
those films may be viewed at various libraries,
archives, or at a local Family History Center near
you. There are more than 4,600 of those local
centers, so you probably can find one within a
short distance of your home. The Family History
Centers are free to use although you do have to
pay a modest fee for postage when you rent a
microfilm by mail. See https://goo.gl/7Jzbzh for
details. You can also find your nearest Family
History
Center
by
starting
at:
https://familysearch.org/locations/.

Of course, this is great news for genealogists who
cannot easily travel to the locations where the
original records are kept. For many of us, this is
even better than having information on
microfilm. Most of us don’t have microfilm
readers at home, but we do have computers.
Yet, I am guessing that perhaps 90% of the
information of interest to genealogists has not
yet been digitized. Why would anyone want to
look for genealogy information “… only through
the Internet?”

If you do not know where to start, I would
suggest reading “Begin your genealogy quest” at
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Begin_
your_genealogy_quest for some great “getting
started” information.

State censuses, birth records, marriage records,
death records, naturalization records, county
histories, and more are all “work in progress”
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Which option would you prefer: accessing 10%
of the available records or 100% of the available
records?

8

