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Over the past few months, we have been studying the different moods of the Bible. For instance, we
studied the indicative mood, which shows us the facts of the Gospel. For instance, right after
Pentecost, Peter preached his first sermon. Part of it is recorded in Acts 2:22-24: “Fellow Israelites,
listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and
signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to
you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing
him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible
for death to keep its hold on him.” Here Peter is stating the facts of the Gospel (indicative).
Peter then answered a question they had (“What shall we do?”) by telling them, not asking them that they
needed to “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”
This is in the imperative mood, which means that it is an authoritative command.
We see Peter was very direct and almost demanding of them. He doesn’t say, “if you would like to,” or
“Won’t you come to Jesus?” or “Why don’t you ask Jesus in your heart?” No, he’s very direct and to the point,
almost demanding that they become Christians. Many other passages of Scripture are like this. In fact, I cannot think
of passages of Scripture that are as mild as modern-day evangelism.
Why is that? Why is the Gospel not presented something like, “well it’s here if you would like it,” or “This
Jesus may or may not be work for you?” Why is the presentation of the Gospel in the Bible more like, “Repent and
be baptized. Not tomorrow or when you feel like it. Now!!”
It’s because the Gospel, when it is clearly taught, demands an answer.
Think of it like this. Have you ever given a very expensive gift to someone and they really didn’t appreciate
it? Are you not really offended? How much more so is God offended when He offers up His Son on our behalf and
He is rejected? It is no wonder that God’s wrath will be poured out on those who reject his Son!!
So to bring this back to what we have been studying, the presentation of the Gospel (indicative, a statement of
facts) within the Bible will almost always (maybe even always; I just have not studied every single instance.) have an
outward call of the Gospel to those that are not Christians.
This is important because as you study your Bible, you can look for these connections and it will hopefully
help all of us, myself included, to better understand how to share the Gospel with those that so desperately need it.

Lord willing, next time, I hope to look at the imperative mood of Scripture when it comes to Christians.
Pastor Brandt Hammack
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November Birthdays
(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

----------------------------------------------------------

November Anniversaries
27-Brian & Julie Foeller

15– Hannah Berggren
19– Kevin Hollenbeck
27-Seth McNear

December Birthdays
27yrs

December Anniversaries
21– Tom & Cyndy Jones

3– Gary Hutchurson
4– Kelsey Hill
5– Rick Stacy
7– Fred Ely
11– Loretta Miller

48yrs

1– Brandt Hammack
3– Isaac Buckland
4– Donna Lacey
4– Bethany Salvia
4– Deborah Catalino
11-Wesley McNear
11– Sandy Partridge
17– Scott McAllister

19-Rena Wilson
20– David Brownell
21– Cindy Baker
23– Wendy Caccamise
30– Nancy Bailey
30– Peyton Goodenbery
31– Bev Wooton

Job Announcement
The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the
church, including weekly musical participation in
the worship service and leading the worship service once per month.
This is a part-time position (approximately 5
hours per week). A complete job description is
available upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

Young Lives is a mission of Young Life, a
mission that our church supports, that
mentors and provides support to teen-aged
moms. We have about 7 young women in the
Genesee County area that are either pregnant
or are raising young children.
We are establishing a ‘baby closet’ to help
these new moms. We would welcome gently
used baby items (clothes, car seats, cribs,
strollers, etc.), as well as new diapers, and
maternity clothing. We have received some
maternity and baby clothing. Thank you for
your generous support. You may contact
Jessica Maskell – Young Lives Genesee
County Coordinator at 585-409-7261,
gcyounglives@gmail.com and/or
Sandy Partridge (committee member)
at 585-414-4593.

A peek at the Church Calendar–

keep an eye on Life in the Church emails for changes!
* During this time of quarantine,
26– Thanksgiving
Son Risers will meet through zoom every
29 Church 10:30
Thursday at 6am.
December
TAG will meet at Church every other Thursday
6-Church
10:30
in the Fellowship Hall.

November
1– Church 10:30
8– Church 10:30
11– Veterans Day
15– Church 10:30
22– Church 10:30

13-Church 10:30
20-Church 10:30
24– Christmas Eve
25-Christmas
26–Blood Drive
27-Church 10:30

So many things have been cancelled or changed this year... but the
one thing that hasn't is the need for children around the world to feel
hope, now more than ever. That hope can be found by hearing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and by receiving a tangible expression of God's
love through shoebox gifts.
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes will be available at church
starting this Sunday (October 18) for anyone wishing to pack a box this year. Boxes need to be
returned to church by November 23. Please include the $9 shipping fee or pay online using the
'follow your box' method. If you don't want to physically pack a box this year you can have
Samaritan's Purse pack a box for you by going on the website http://www.samaritanspurse.org and
look under Operation Christmas Child. You can choose the gender/age and what items you want to
pack. The website has great information and videos available to view.
Julie Foeller is willing to deliver empty boxes to you if you would like her to as well as collect
completed boxes- just give her a call (494-1886) Please direct any questions to her.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church.
Please contact David Hahn if you can help!
Thanks!
*Paint the front foyer of the sanctuary
*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the
nursery- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

Evangelism & Missions Update: God is Still on the Move
We haven't had a meeting in months, but members of the E&M Committee continue to do God's work through a
variety of channels. Here are some E&M activities that are happening:
Gleaning: Stu has continued to get some volunteers into fields to collect squash and potatoes. Other volunteers are
cooking the squash to provide Open Door Mission. People are still hungry, and it is great that Stu has been able to
keep some of the food flowing from field to families.
Veterans Outreach: Shir ley and J oan, the Dynamic Duo, have gone back to Eagle Star Housing to show love to
the homeless veterans staying there. The director of the home actually asked them to return to their monthly
visits! God is definitely moving hearts there.
Sewing with a Purpose: Those talented ladies with needles have been consistently pr oviding pr ayer shawls
throughout these times of social isolation. The comfort and prayers knit together to provide a tangible reminder of
God's love to people who are hurting. The hospitals in Batavia and Rochester reached out to our team to ask for more
of the flannel hearts for preemie newborns. Another tangible, useful way to show God's love.
Harvest Festival: What's Oct. 31 without the chur ch Har vest Festival? Creative folks found a way to do activities
outside and be a literal light in the middle of a dark night.
Operation Christmas Child: J ulie is coor dinating to make sur e that kids thr oughout the wor ld hear the good
news of Christ's birth with a shoebox full of gifts. Such a blessing that our congregation so joyfully supports.
Instructions for how you can be involved are in our regular Life in the Church update.
COVID Relief Fund: Our member s have contr ibuted $4,000 to assist those who ar e str uggling thr ough the
economic impacts of the pandemic. We have been in contact with many of the agencies, such as the Salvation Army,
Byron-Bergen Backpack program and Food Pantry at North Bergen Presbyterian Church, who are providing vital
supplies to families who are hungry.
FoodLink food distribution: Many of you in our chur ch family have volunteer ed to distr ibute food at the high
school in our community.
Who said social distancing and isolation had to stop the flow of God's love tangibly displayed by those who serve Him
faithfully (that's each of you!)?
There may be other, unseen things that are happening as well. Please let me know if you are involved in some
ministry efforts so we can share that information with the committee and congregation.
We are also continuing our support for our international missionaries who are serving in some remote parts of our
world.
For the E&M Committee,
Gregg McAllister
greggmca@verizon.net

A note regarding the Fall 2020 Gleaning -Due to the uncertainty of the Covid virus situation, I was unsure whether I would be able to
collect veggies this year. Jennifer White shared with me the needs of the North Bergen food
pantry at the Presbyterian Church that serves 200 local families. That seemed like God's
nudging me to try. To my surprise, the farmers I approached said they understood and wanted
to help me. I have a few people to help pick up the veggies and pack
them. I am grateful for their help, as well as for the willing farmers.
I will have extra squash to give out at church at Thanksgiving time for our
own member's use.

God is good, thanks for your support, Stu the Potato Man

Sewing With a Purpose
Sewing with A Purpose may not be meeting as a group, but the group has been
very busy meeting the needs of blessing individuals.
Sewing with A Purpose has moved it's headquarters to upstairs. We were going to
have an "Open House in April, but with Covid have to wait. If you have any
donations, you could label them for Sewing With A Purpose and take them upstairs
or leave them under the coat rack labeled.
Several of our ladies have been creating knitted or crocheted prayer shawls. There
recently was a yarn donation dropped off and we will put together some color
combinations and place them on the table in the sewing with a purpose room
upstairs for anyone to take that might want to make a prayer shawl or lap robe
during the winter months. You can select your own pattern or simply make a
rectangle 15 - 16 inches wide and approximately 50 inches long. We have a few
ladies who would be willing to guide you through this process if you are interested:)
We have several projects on the table upstairs should you be interested in assisting
with a task. Many of these tasks do not involve sewing. Such examples would be:
cutting paper hearts for our preemie heart project, cutting flannel hearts with a
template provide (trace the heart on flannel and cut the flannel) there may be a few
flannel hearts waiting to be sewn on the table too.
In August, we received an email from the NICU of the maternity department at
Strong hospital that they have begun accepting donations and would love some
flannel hearts. We sent 100 hearts and the coordinator said that would last about 2
months as they have about 25 at risk babies born a month . Each Mom receives 2
hearts so she can wear one and the baby rests on one.
Last week, we received an email from our local hospital in Batavia requesting more
hearts. Even though they do not have a NICU, when a baby is ready to be born our
local hospital is sometimes the closest. The director said that a 2 pound baby girl
was delivered and the mother was so appreciative of receiving a flannel heart for
her baby who was airlifted to Buffalo.
Once again Bergen EPC is busy blessing our local
community. Thank you all for your assistance in
making this ministry possible.

After an almost eight-month break, TAG is finally able to begin meeting at the church again!
We are all very excited to be back together live and in person. It will be awesome to begin
sharing life again, making Christian friends, and seeking God’s will for our lives. COVID-19
protocols and procedures similar to those in schools will be in place to keep everyone safe and
healthy. We will be practicing social distancing and wearing masks when not seated six feet
apart. We are also asking any teens (or families) who are sick, or exhibiting any Covid-19
symptoms, to stay home.
Our TAG youth group will be meeting on the following dates from 6:30-8:00: October 29th
(Thursday), November 12th (Thursday), and November 27Th (Friday). Unfortunately, Reverb
(one of our biggest youth activities of the year), has been cancelled this year due to Covid-19.
I am hopeful that big youth events will begin again in the near future. Please keep all the
teens of our group, and in Bergen, in your prayers.

REVERB 2019 – 3:00AM

Coffee Hour snacks needed
Happy November church family! We hope that you
find creative ways to celebrate thankfulness during
this time in 2020.

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:

Unfortunately, due to the virus, we are not able to
have the Harvest Dinner this year. We will miss it
and you!
However, there is an opportunity to share your cooking skills with others. Stu Freeman has been bringing butternut squash to the church for us to cook and
share with Open Door Mission. You just need to
cook the squash (no additives), put it in a ziploc bag
and put it in the church freezer.

baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

As we approach the fall/winter holidays, that will
seem much different this year, please look for opportunities to stay in touch with each other, your families, and others in our community.
Stay safe and well.
The Fellowship Team
Eunie Ely
Helen Hill
Diane White
Kevin Hollenbeck
Marty Hammack
Sandy Partridge
Delores Seward
Pam Patmore

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair
bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu
Freeman. Stu is also collecting winter coats
and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out
your closets or see a deal at a garage sale, bring
in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me
about a man he gave a bike to. He had no
means of transportation. Stu gave him a bike
which he uses to get to work everyday! The
bike meant the world to him! It is great to see
what the donations you give are doing for
people! Each bike donated comes with a card
that has our information on it as well as a Bible
verse!

Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board, when church
resumes, to signup!
*Nursery help & KFC
*our to do list
*Snack signups

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs: The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Chris Martz, Aggie Redinger, Delores
Seward, David Hahn, Adriane Broadbooks, Joseph Harvey in; Uli Fernandez in Mexico; Berti
Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, Nancy Alfes,
Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania;
Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), Susan
Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in the
Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom - states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul and Tim Riley with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Sandy Harris, Malanie Glucksman, and Evelyn
Campus Target, and John Gay.
Pangrazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones, Brian
Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz,
Roche, Colton Ely, Rusty Brenton
Worship Leader Christin Snell, Personnel Committee,
Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
more committees and ministries that help run the
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones’ sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon, fighting colon cancer, Rosemary Utz-friend of church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
(and your area too!)
McAllisters, vonBergen’s grandson, Joe
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, & Joan
Miller

President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
state, nation & the world

Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Max Jessop, the family Rob Charcholla,
The family of Willard Pengelly, family of Michael
O'Brien, the family of Don Thorp, and the Roche
family

The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
well as our Veterans and their families.
Please pray for upcoming election in November

Deacon Notes:
THE DEACONS HAVE MET !!
6 -- months since our last in-person meeting
5 -- college students received gift cards and notes of
encouragement
90 -- years God has blessed Dick vonBergen with life
55 -- days till Christmas (as of Nov. 1)
12 -- foot Christmas tree soon to be set up
9 -- Deacons ready to bless others !!
Joan Dermody, Ron & Kay Harmon, Kevin & Chris Hollenbeck,
Deb McAllister, Diane White,
Mark White, and Faith Willhoft, Deacon Moderator

Church Finances
September 2020
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory
Colossians 1:27

Giving for September was $14,170, nearly identical to that of August and under the monthly
goal of $17,575. Since this month completed the third quarter of the year, expenses were high,
$17,834, and we needed to withdraw $6,450 from the Accumulated Income Fund (AIF) to pay
the bills.
If the giving to date for the year is compared to that for 2019, this year of Covid-19 is running
about $8,500 less than for last year. That gives a monthly shortfall of over $900. We expect the
AIF to cover the difference for the remainder of the year, but the year-end AIF balance will very
likely be lower than for 2019.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2020

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
Loose offering:
Net Online Offering:

*note – online offering reflects $18.55 fee taken from gross donations from the vendor before deposit

$10,100.00
$15.00
$605.30

Amortized one time gifts:
$3,450.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$14,170.30
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$986.44
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$15,156.74

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$17,833.67
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$17,833.67
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$3,450.00
$3,000.00
$0.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$323.07

$15,202.13
$10,588.55
$1,379.50

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$24,411.18

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$24,734.25

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
For September expenditures
Current Balance (9/30/2020)
Richards/Best Fund
Transfer to Property Designated Fund
Current Balance (9/30/2020)

-$6,450.00
$27,094.85
-$10,000.00
$122,891.24

