Last week, 


we heard Peter swear he never knew Jesus three times, 



a rooster crowed, 




and Peter wept bitterly.

Today we hear about the disciple on the other end of most lists of the 12, 


Judas, 



as he hears that Jesus is condemned, 



is filled with remorse, 



returns the money, 




and hangs himself.  

Two very different outcomes 

for two disciples who had been with Jesus from the beginning.  


The question is why?

What did Peter do differently than Judas?  


Why does Judas end up scattered in some field after falling on rocks 


and Peter ends up the Rock on which Jesus builds his church?  

Peter weeps bitterly.  

Judas is filled with remorse, 


tells the religious authorities of his time, 


“I have sinned, 




for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 


Judas returns the money.  


But then he hangs himself.

So again, 


what is the difference?  


What did Judas do wrong?  

It is hard to see, 


because we live in a very humanistic world, 



that has taken many of the principles of scripture and adapted them.  



They echo biblical principles, 




but are not fully what God intended.  

Judas is doing all of the proper steps for fixing for his mistakes


but Judas is doing them by himself.  



He is trying to bring about the forgiveness.  



He is following all the proper steps, 




but is being his own savior.  

Judas is not depending on Jesus to make him right with God, 


he is depending on himself.

When Peter knows that he has wronged Jesus, 


he does not try and do things to make things right.  

Instead, 


the first word Peter hears of Jesus being around, 



he goes running to Jesus.  

Contrast that with Judas' response.  


When Judas hears that Jesus has been condemned, 



he goes running to the authorities who are condemning Jesus first.  



Not to Jesus himself.  


And to Judas' ultimate peril,



the ones he goes running to, 




do not understand fully God's love either.

The Chief Priest's 


were supposed to be the ones that reminded people of God's love, 



mercy and forgiveness.  


They were the ones that annually made the sacrifice 



to make the people right with God again.  

Unfortunately,


 not for the first or the last time, 



the religious leaders, 



the church forgot what its purpose is.  

I would love to believe that this was just because the corruption was so deep 


and the leaders were horrible people.  

But we are always on the verge of going this way ourselves.  


If these seats were full every Sunday morning, 


if we had to get a money counter to help count the offering, 


if we had programs that had waiting lists to get on them, 



the world would most definitely praise us as the church of getting stuff done 



and I would not wrestle with questions of doubt and purpose as much 




because the world would say, “Yeah!”

But that is not our purpose, 


those are signs and symptoms, 

but our purpose is to proclaim who Jesus is 


and what Jesus said.  

In those moments of counseling, 


where I hear the world's lies coming out of the person I am talking to 



and am able to proclaim the truth 



and it is heard, 


as I watch the lives change, 



sometimes over night, 

I know clearly that I have been a good and faithful servant in that instance.  

But that does not happen very often.  


And there are times when I have the opportunity to speak the truth, 



and spout pop psychology instead.  

When I try and be the savior instead of Jesus, 


bad things happen, 


some good things happen, 



but not metanoia, 




not life changing repentance.  

There is remorse, 

but not repentance.

Scholars have long argued over our text 


whether or not Judas did all that was necessary for forgiveness. 



Acknowledging his sin, 



offering restitution, 



confessing it to spiritual authority. 

But the piece that is missing in Judas' story 


is a repentance away from depending on self 


and instead depending on Jesus.  

I have talked with people who spent time in jail for drinking and driving multiple times.  


But they have done that multiple times, 



because they get out 



and say that they now know better 



and they will do things differently from now on.  


And they do, 



for awhile, 




until a moment of weakness strikes.  



Satan has a way of bringing just the right factors together 




that cause us to fall.  





Either in a perfect storm, 





or a slow drip that slowly chips away at our resolve.  

Our self determination will eventually fail.  


For, “With man this is impossible, 


but not with God; 



all things are possible with God.” 

Judas never runs to the one who is God with us.  


The ones he does run to, 



despite having titles and a history of knowing God, 



do not demonstrate a working knowledge of the living God.  




An institutionalized God yes, 




living God no.  

Micah 6:8 proclaims what he living God desires, 


“He (the Lord) has showed you, 



O man, 




what is good. 


And what does the Lord require of you? 



To act justly 



and to love mercy 



and to walk humbly with your God.”  

This is missing in the High Priests response to Judas.  


Instead of telling him of God's forgiveness, 



they simply reply, 




“What is that to us?”  

The sin they were a part of, 


they feel no need to change or repent of.  

The man they have just condemned to death for blasphemy 


has just had someone come in 


and say they have betrayed an innocent man.  

Exodus 23:7 says, 


“Have nothing to do with a false charge 


and do not put an innocent or honest person to death, 



for I will not acquit the guilty.”  

But instead of having a retrial, 


the high priests finally have things where they want them, 



so they ignore justice 



and move forward with killing an innocent man.  

Instead of being merciful to Judas or Jesus, 


they let the flow of life lead both of these men to death.  

We are all grieved when a friend dies, 


but how much greater is our grief 



when we know that there was something we were asked to do 




and did not do?  



Where we could have showed them mercy 




and did not, 





because something else was more pressing at the time.  


And how  it hurts 



when they have lost hope 




because they put their faith in man, 





which eventually always disappoints, 




instead of God 





who is always faithful.

But hear how quickly their righteousness 


and biblical fidelity comes back.  

They can not do what Micah 6:8 asks them to do: 


justice, mercy, and walking with God, 

because that would need God to lead 


instead of man.  

But on those things they can control themselves, 


they hop right on.  

This is blood guilt money,


 that can't go into the temple funds.  

So instead, 


they buy a field to bury foreigners in.  

In doing so, 


they fulfill scripture as Zechariah 11:13 proclaims.  

But instead of a potter's field, 


it was called a blood field.  

The truth has a way of making its way into reality, 


despite our efforts to conceal it.  

This 30 pieces of silver is a cursed object 


that no one wants to take responsibility for.  



It caused innocent blood to be spilled, 



remorseful blood to be spilled, 




and haunts the irresponsible blood as well.  

Despite doing everything to code, 


their hearts were not walking with God, 


and missed God's intention and will.

Judas did not fair much better.  


Because instead of allowing the one who made and created him 



to determine when he would die, 


he took matters into his own hands.  

We have highlighted that the religious establishment severely failed him.  

But we can not control what other people do to us, 


only how we react to it.  

Judas' reaction has been to fix everything himself.  


To be his own messiah, 


savior, 


redeemer.  

He tries to die for his sins 


to make everything right.  

But he has just admitted to the religious authorities 


that he is not a perfect sacrifice, 


that he has sinned.  

So what good will him ending his life do?  


Absolutely nothing!  

Judas' only hope 


is in the mercy of God.  



That Jesus will understand the place Judas was at 



and will allow his blood to stand for Judas' sin.  

We will not have an answer for that until judgement day, 


but we know a way that is firm.  



That is repenting 



and turning to Jesus for forgiveness 




and the strength to bring about change.

.

Peter did so.  


Peter's life went forward 



and flourished full of life and change.  

Judas did the steps, 


but for the wrong audience, 



for man, 



not for God.  

Man was not able to do what God can do.  


Man can not take the sin and wrong of this world 



and redeem it the way God can.  


It is impossible for us, 



but anything is possible for God.  

Even taking your life, 

your places of sin 


and redeeming them. 

Or even greater, 


taking our life, 


our places of sin as a church body, 



and redeeming them.

As disciples we are called in many directions.  


Social justice, 


mercy ministries, 


discipleship training, 


worship, 



servant roles, 


counselors of hope, 



and the list goes on.  

But all of those various spokes come from our main hub, 


Jesus Christ 



and what he did and said.  

If we lose our center, 


we will soon find that we have lost our life.  

We can be remorseful all we want, 


but that does not bring about life change.  

The remorse should lead us before the cross and throne of Jesus, 


where we are repentant 


and ready to walk with God 



as we become instruments of his mercy and justice.  


Thus demonstrating his love to the world.  



Just as he did by sending his only Son for us.
