CHURCH COUNCIL

President, Anna Amundson Buildings/Grounds, TJ Oliveri
Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Worship & Music, Val Sullivan
Care & Hospitality, Ruth Hartung & Susan Warren Outreach, Mike Martinez

Pastoral Support Ministry, "Do you feel God is call- | Edu. & Discipleship, Andrea Notley

ing you to Chair this well organized committee
thus placing you on Council? If so, please speak

EASTER LILIES

Wedl |l be using Easter |lilies to adorn o
one or more? The cost is $10 each, and
Fill out the form below and place it with your check in the offering plate and be sure to
designate that it is for the Easter Lilies. The deadline is Sun., April 9.

St. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Easter Lily Dedication
Name How many

Dedication:
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2198 N. Meridian Road, Tallahassee, FL S8
(850) 3882728, Office
ststephentallahassee @embargmail.com, Email www.ststephedutherannet
Office Hours: Mondalffriday, 9:00 aiin2:00 pm
Pastor Maryods Office Hour s:-2Bopmdmsrgent dateass d a
needed by calling Pastor Mary:@&&28425

Rev. Mary Nesmith, Interim Pastor
Katharine Gossman, Music Director
Sarah Pruitt, Nursery Attendant

Rev. Emory Hingst, Pastor Emeritus
Lori Zengel, Office Manager
All Members, Ministers

Welcome, Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morninglf you need assistance in finding anything, one of our
ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are foundn the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the sanctuary.
Proceed up the stairs and through the double doors. Unisex bathrooms are available through the kit
in the office area.

Sunday Church Schodior preK through middle school meets each Sunday at 9 a.m..

A nursery is availabldor children of pr&indergarten age during the worship service. Please check
with an usher for the location of the nursery.

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ
truly is present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those not wishing to
commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To indicate this, please cross your
arms over your chest. If you are not able to come forward, please inform the ushers and the
meal will be brought to you.

Please remembeto turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymnsfor the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, which
means we welcome and support all people regardless of their sexual orientation, their
gender identity or that of their children, parents, siblings or friends.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LENTEN SUPPERS: During Lent this year, on eve
have a Lenten soup supper at 6:15 p.m., followed by a service at 7 p.m. We-bave a sig!
sheet on the bulletin board in the breezeway for those who can bring soup, salad, or bre
for the suppers. You can also email or call Lori in the office to let her know.

ADULT STUDY: Please join us in Adult Education each Sunday at 9 am in the Matthew
Room. We are working our way through the Small Catechism. Each week is a new
adventure, so if you miss a week, you can still learn something new (or be reminded of
something you have long forgotten)! All are welcome!

TRANSITION QUESTIONS - Remember: place any transition questions you have for
Pastor Mary in the O0Tisket a Tasketd ba
be addressed in the foll owing weekds ne

GIVING: Have you considered the ease of financial giving made possible through our
Vanco Online Giving program? It eliminates the need for check writing and assists
continued financial support of our ministries should you travel or if you are away for
several months at a tim#&nnifer Buchanan has volunteered to be our facilitator! Watch
for her upcoming announcements$iank you, Jennifer!

OWLs GATHERING: The next OWLs gathering will be at Samrat Indian Restaurant on
Wednesday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m. Please let Jan Harrison know if you plan to attend.

RIDE FOR HOPE: June 10, 2017 is the date for the annual Ride for Hope fundraiser
for the TMH Cancer Center. We are putting together a Team Kris and will ride to show
support of our sister Kris in her courageous fight against pancreatic cancer. The questic
is: Are you going to be on that team pedaling away into the countryside with the rest of
on a beautiful summer morning? There are a variety of distances and the general spirit
the event is that this is a ride, not a
http://therideforhope.com/register/

Registration is $25.0Kirgtenebbesen740@gmail.xokin our team.

DISHES: There are several unclaimed dishes on the credenza in the Fellowship hall. If
you left one from one of our recent events, please take it home. All dishes remaining by
April 19 will be donated.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For Bishop Robert SchaefeGracious God, we give thanks today for the work and witness of
yourservant, Robert Schaefer, wasenriched the ministry of the FlorlBahamas Synaal his

service as our bishop. Bless and prelienat this time of transition. Prosper all that has been
done to your glory in our time together; heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for u
Day by day, guide him and give him what is needed, friends toscivegr and a clear vision of

that to which you are now callliign. By your Holy Spirit be presenhigpilgrimage, thadte

may travel with the One who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

New concernsBill Taylor, recovering from pneumonia and a fractured pelvic at Centerpoint
Rehabilitation; The family of Beth Al exand
husband) and Kar e ninlaW);BillkCebh,secentsy diaghodes wittm canhchre r
and his companion, Sandra Hand (friend of Jennifer Dritt); Jerry Johnson, Synod Treasurer, for
recovery from shoulder surgery; Kim Raymond (Synod accountant) forDbexdding.Lowery

(teacher of Blake Simmons) diagnosed with breast cancer; Shirley Sommer, resting at home; Bt
Blair (dear friend of Jerry and Sandy Ness), diagnosed with recurring cancer; Bruce Blubaum
(cousin of Sharon Simmons), recently diagnosed with lung cancer.

For the sick Woods NeSmith, living with ALS; Judi & Todd Doss (friends of Sharon and Blake
Simmons); Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoic
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficietagnk Matthews (friend of Cheryl Stuart and Doug

Mann), diagnosed with leukemia

In treatment for cancerKris Knab; Sandy Sampson; Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin
Hackley); Rosalinda Wright.

For health and protection:Jennifer (daughter of Ursula Morgan), her husband Winston, and
newborn daughter, Lorelei.
D6 ANndr e, and Eddie; al |

For prisonersF e mi Dani el ,

Other concernsKaren Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton); Richard Singleton.

Church concerns Bishop Robert Schaefer and familfor peace in transition; Florida

Bahama Interim Bishop Marcus Lohrmann, as he began his ministry April 1s$1.
Stephen’s Congregational Council; Congrega-
Grace Lutheran Church.

World concerns Refugees from the Middle East, the Balkans, and Northern
Africa.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 2, 2017

INTRODUCTION

I n todayds gospel Jesus reveals his pow
prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or |
ing in the shadows of death, these stor
tism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.

CALL TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE
The assembly stands.
“f
()
+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGI VENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding ministe

Pastor (P) In the name of the Father, and of theSon, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.
P During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. L

us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

Silence for reflection.



o

Merciful Father,

C you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from
you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and
ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us
clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviokmen.

P Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God
have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Calendar for April 2-9

April 2 Sun. 9:00 am Sunday Church School
Adult Education will meet
10:00 am Worship, Fifth Sunday in Lent
5 Wed. 6:15 pm Lenten Supper
7:00 pm Lenten Servicd,he Seventh Wor
8:00 pm Choir rehearsal
6 Thu. 12:00 pm Al Anon meets in the fellowship hall
9 Sun. 9:00 am Sunday Church School
NO Adult Education will meet
10:00 am Worship, Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
3:00 pm Claussen Baby Shower
Next Sunday’s Readings, Sunday of th
Ezekiel 37:114
Psalm 130
Romans 8:611
John 11:#5
Serving April 2 April 9
Presiding Pr. Mary Pr. Mary
Preaching Pr. Mary Pr. Mary
Assisting Minister Kirsten Ebbesen Rob Schiffer
Cup Minister Phil Williams Nathan Basford
Visitation Jan Harrison Anna Amundson
Walkway Tim Larson Phil Williams
Greeters Jan Harrison Gladys Kane
Lector Gladys Kane Jennifer Dritt
Altar Guild Robin Oliveri Anna Amundson
Val Sullivan Rita Ford
Counters Janet Barber Kirsten Ebbesen
Sandy Davis Rob Schiffer
Bread Sandy Davis Susan Warren
Announcements Anna Amundson Anna Amundson
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNI ON
A Compassionate God,

you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:
may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our pray
the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
+ SENDING +

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God

P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as
children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord
bl ess you and keep you. The Lordos
The Lord look upon you with favor and give yopeace.

C Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
A We believe out |l oud that Godds missi
C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share

their faith and gifts with everyone,

>

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

++ +
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Sa
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated. gql

(

+ WORD +

FIRST READING : Ezekiel 37:114

Ezekields vision of the valley of dry b
again i n t hei-givingdspint dThreeltimes Llsrgehis assurdtisat thraudh ¢his
they wil |l know that ol am the Lord. 6

IThe hand of theorRD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit lobHte

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of Beteeked me all around

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were ety dayd to me,
OMortal, can these lbm@as VY 0uv ekhéndhevsaidtan s w
me, OProphesy t o t hedydbonesphea the woal ofdlere.ay t
5Thus says the Lof@oD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. 6l will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you witk
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know thatllern.thé

7So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was &
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to it8 bmrieed, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there
no breathinthemThen he said to me, OProphesy t
say to the breath: Thus says the Gwd: Come from the four winds, I®eath, and
breathe upon t hes e!lqprophesied,as he bosmmandeti ey andrthey
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
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MThen he said to me, OMortal, these bon:
bones are dried up, and o uriZThemfpre praplsesy] o s
and say to them, Thus says the IGpd: | am going to open your graves, and bring you

up from your graves, @y people; and | will bring you back to the land of I1Séaeid

you shall know that | am therb, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, Ony people 14 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that L.d¢iw®, have spoken and will act, says
theLORD. 0

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
C

Psalm 130 We sing the psalm responsively.
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LeaderlOut | of the depths
| cry to | you, OLORD;

C 20 LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
L 3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LOoRD, | who could stand?
C 4Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.
L 51 wait for you, CLORD; | my soul waits;
in your word | is my hope.
C 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morn-
ing,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
L 70 Israel, wait for theoRrbD, for with theLORD there is | steadfast love;

with theLORD there is plen teous redemption.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMM UNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat
The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or gr:
prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you aj

Leave the empty glass on the rdileeMradats are avasiaighy tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS

| Am the Bread of Life
330 Seed That in Earth Is Dying
334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (add verse for Lent 5)

485

The assembly stands.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE

P

C

LORD’” S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaverGive us today our daily bread. Forgive

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the
desert.

The assembly may be seated.
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C 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins.
Spoken after the psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING : Romans 8:611

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving fc
actions and values is not our sinful dsatisféatisalbut the very Spirit by which God raised
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
Go d 0 8 indeedw cannotand those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong téBuif Christ is in

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of rightéldusness.
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ fror
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

R The word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
1—9‘0’; i 1 PR 1 1 | i i P | 1 |
@ Re- turn to the Lord, your God, re - turn to the Lord, your
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GOSPEL: John 11:#5

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

P The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

INow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Marth
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair;
her brother Lazaruswas# o0 t he si sters sent a messac
| ove Bgt i Whew Jesus heard it, he said,
is for Godds glory, so that ©®Abcerdifglg,n of
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Léafeu$aving heard that Lazarus was

ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

MmThen after this he sai d t o 8Theldisciplssaitto pl €
him, ORabbi, the Jews were just now try
Jesus answered, OAre there not twelve
do not stumble, because they see the light of this WBdd those who walk at night
stumbl e, because #AFda elri ggshatyiinsg nohti si,n hteh
Lazarus has fallen asl| eepZThddstiplessaidim g o i
him, oLord, if he has Hesuslhemeveratad beanpgpeakh e
ing about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely t&Fihesplesus
told them pl ai #&Hoyypur sake damaladil svas inat thedee sa that you
may believe. BThomas, who was sallegl the Tiwim, sdid tarhis ellow
di sci ples, oLet us also go, that we may

1AWhen Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18\Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two mileanehgany of the Jews had

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their bréhéren Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed aiMemina. said to Je-
sus, oLord, if you had beeaBuhegenrowl|kmyw b r
that God will give y3¥eswlBatsaver tpyoheask
ri se 2dpaitrh.adé said to him, o6l know that
| ast 2ddeasyusd said to her, o0l am the resur
even though they die, will ligeand everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you be?Sheev es atihdi st?200 hi m, o0VYes, Lord, I
Son of God, the one coming into the wor

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all place:

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jes
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and th
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

ANTHEM "Bring Us HomeTate

OFFERING HYMN
The assembly stasuigtthe offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forwe

1
| ) 1] st |

it
(

Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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28Vhen she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her private
0The Teacher i s h e2Aedwhen she heard it she dotiumquickiy o r
and went to him3MNow Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met higfThe Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her,
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she v
going to the tomb to weep theB@Vhen Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, oLor
d i e ®Nhén Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, |
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply mé#¢& s ai d, OWher e hayv
They said to hi mpB3Jesushegadtowesfd met hadJews . 8
how he | 6g®etd $omeé 60of them said, o0Coul d
blind man have kept this man from dying

8Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone wa:
againstit33J esus said, oO0Take away the stone. 6
him, oLord, already there is d&Jesussmdtoh b
her, oDid I not tell you that i(i4Sotheyu be
took away the stone. And Jesus | ooked
heard me424 knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crow:
standing here, so that %Whenhe hadsaidthiglthei ev e
cried with a | oud #dhedea mancane puh, histhands and me
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
oUnbind him, and |l et him go. 6

4Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, b
lieved in him.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assendignds.

HYMN OF THE DAY

333 Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land
9



APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSON

A Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

A God, our sure strength, set the mind of your church on the Spirit of love and
kinship. Bring healing where there is division and hope where there is worry.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A You bring life where there was despair and death. Bring new hope and new
growth to barren lands and water to parched earth. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Listen to the voices of the weak and oppressed. Guard people in all lands from
danger and injustice. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Martha and Mary pleaded for healing. Hear the cries of your people who call ou
in need and pain. Grant healing and comfort to those who are ill. Hear us, O
God.

C Your mercy is great.

10

A Bring life to dry bones in our community. Breathe yowiVlifeg Spirit into the
corners of our ministry that need renewal. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Let us offer other prayers and thank
O God,

C Your mercy is great.

A We give thanks for the faithful departed and for the assurance that we will join wit
them in the heavenly banquidear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your steadfast love; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Chr

The assembly is seated.

CHI LDREN'S SERMON f

11



