Matching Numbers 1968-1982
A Guide to 68-82 Corvettes
BY: Bob Kroupa of Vette-N-Vestments
As stated in our previous matching numbers article on the 1953-1967, a "matching numbers" Corvette can add thousands of dollars to its value. 

A matching number Corvette refers to the original Corvette motor that was installed where the Corvette was built. The production number of the Corvette, which is the last 6 digits of the serial number or VIN (vehicle identification numbers), is stamped on the motor, thus matching the production number to the original motor.

The location of the VIN number on the 1968-1982 models was relocated from the previous models. The VIN number on the 1968-1982 models can be found on the inside driver's windshield post. The numbers can be seen by simply by looking at the location from the outside of the vehicle.

The VIN number identification for the 1968-1971 models was a carryover from the previous years. A VIN of 194678S40025 represents the following:

The first digit "1" identifies the Division of General Motors Chevrolet. 
The second and third digits "94" identify the series Corvette. 
The fourth and fifth digits identify the body style, 37 = T- Top, 67 = Convertible. 
The sixth digit identifies the model year (8) or 1968. 
The seventh digit identifies the assembly location (S) or St. Louis. 
The last six digits identify the build sequence of the Corvette. In the example above, this was a 1968 Corvette Convertible that was the 25th one built. 

The 1972 Corvette VIN number was changed and additional information related to the installed engine was added. With the new VIN number, one could tell if the Corvette was built with the base motor or one of the optional, high performance motors. This practice would continue through the 1980 model year.

Assuming a 1972 Corvette had a VIN of 1Z37W2S500033, the breakdown is as follows:

The first digit identifies the Division 1 = Chevrolet. 
The second digit identifies the series, Z = Corvette. 
The third and fourth digits identifies the body style: 37 = T- Top, 67 = Convertible. 
The fifth digit identifies the engine: K = base motor, L = LT- 1, W = LS-4 (454). 
The sixth digit identifies the model year 2 = 1972. 
The seventh digit identifies the assembly location, again S = St. Louis, MO. 
The last six digits identify the build sequence of the Corvette. In this example, it was a 1972 T-Top with the optional LS-4 (454) motor and was the 33rd Corvette built in 1972. 

The motor identification 5th digit continued through the 1980 model year when more than the base motor was available. Following are fifth digit code identifications for the respective years:

1972: K = base, L = LT-1, W = 454 
1973: J = base (L-48), T = L-82, Z = 454 
1974: J = L-48, T = L-82, Z = 454 
1975: J = L-48, T = L-82 
1976: J = L-48, X = L-82 
1977: L = L-48, X = L-82 
1978: L = L-48, 4 = L-82 
1979: 8 = L-48, 4 = L=82 
1980: 8 = L-48, 6 = L-82 

Through the 1976 and 1977 years, only the 37 code (third and fourth digits) was used since no convertibles were built. During the 1978 model year, this code was changed to 87 and continued to represent the T- Top.

Also in 1978, the six-digit build sequence number for the standard model began with 400001, however, the Pace Car had its own sequence build code of 900001. The Silver Anniversary did not have a special sequence build code. 

In 1981, the VIN changed again, and additional digits were added. An example is 1G1AY876XB5400041 and is decoded as follows:

The first digit identifies the nation of origination: 1 = US. 
The second digit identifies the manufacturer: G = General Motors. 
The third digit identifies make and type: 1 = Chevrolet/Passenger Car. 
The fourth digit identifies the type of vehicle restraint system: A = non-passive/manual belt. 
The fifth digit identifies the car line/series: Y = Corvette 
The sixth and seventh digit identifies the body type: 87 = Corvette. 
The eighth digit identifies the engine: 6 = L-81. 
The ninth digit is a check digit that is used to verify the VIN had been correctly recorded - X. 
The tenth digit identifies the model year: B = 1981. 
The eleventh digit identifies the location of the assembly plant; S = St. Louis, and 5 = Bowling Green, KY. 
The last six digits are the build sequence number. In our example, this Corvette was a 1981 T-Top built in Bowling Green, KY, with the base motor (the only one available) and was the 41st Corvette built. 

In 1982, another code was added to the sixth and seventh digit "07" that identified the 1982 Collector Edition.

As outlined in our previous article, "Matching Numbers the 1953-1967 Years", the coding on the engine block preceding the six-digit sequence build code remained the same for the 1968-1980 models. This coding identifies the manufacturing location of the motor, the month and day of the build and motor identification and transmission. The location remained the same, on a pad in front of the valve cover on the passenger side of the Corvette.

We are sure you will find this information helpful. Now, with just a glance at the serial numbers, you can identify the original engine motor in any 1972-1982 Corvette.

	1980 Corvette Identification



	


	VIN Tag Information

	1Z878AS400001 - 1Z878AS440614

	Digit
	Definition

	1st
	1 = Chevrolet Division

	2nd
	Series:  Z = Corvette

	3rd/4th
	Body Style:  87 = 2-door sport coupe

	5th
	Engine:  H = LG4/305ci/180hp, 8 = L48/350ci/190hp, 6 = L82/350ci/230hp

	6th
	Model Year:  A = 1980

	7th
	Assembly Plant:  S = St. Louis, MO

	Last 6 digits
	Production Number starting with 400001 - 440614


	Engine Suffix ID Numbers

	ZAK:
	350ci, 190hp (automatic transmission)

	ZAM:
	350ci, 190hp (manual transmission)

	ZBC:
	350ci, 230hp (automatic transmission)

	ZBD:
	350ci, 230hp (uncertain usage)

	ZCA:
	305ci, 180hp (automatic transmission, California Emissions)


	Block ID Numbers

	14010207:
	350ci, 190hp, 230hp, (late production)

	3970010:
	350ci, 190hp, 230hp

	4715111:
	305ci, 180hp


	Head ID Numbers

	462624:
	350ci, 190hp, 230hp

	14014416:
	305ci, 180hp


	Alternator ID Numbers

	1101041, 1101075, 1101085, 1101088, 1103122


	Carburetor ID Numbers

	Rochester Q-Jet #17080204:
	350ci, 190hp (automatic transmission)

	Rochester Q-Jet #17080207:
	350ci, 190hp (manual transmission)

	Rochester Q-Jet #17080228:
	305ci, 230hp (automatic transmission)

	Rochester Q-Jet #17080504, 17080517:
	305ci, 180hp (automatic transmission, California emissions)


	Distributor ID Numbers

	1103287:
	350ci, 190hp (manual transmission)

	1103352:
	350ci, 190hp

	1103353:
	350ci, 190hp (automatic transmission)

	1103368:
	305ci, 180hp (automatic transmission, California emissions)

	1103435:
	350ci, 230hp (automatic transmission)


