Intercultural (Multicultural) Church Resources
Most North American Churches are multicultural without knowing it. While the church I serve is mostly Taiwanese (with 30% of various mixed european cultures), I came to realize that often we forget the ministry needs of those of a different language and culture. While I am a true rookie to l intercultural ministry, I thought I might share some insights and resources with others. I welcome you to send me any resources you might wish to share.

Liturgy Insights
Our congregation has chosen English as the main worship language however this need not be so.

1. Reduce the printed verbage!
This does not mean "dumbing down", but rather moving from excessively "wordy" bulletins. The only prayers we have printed are the "Ecumenical Lord's Prayer" (true protestants will teach new English speakers a verson in common English!).

2. Translate the Sermon
Having a paragraph by paragraph verbal translation was too taxing for both new and old English speakers. Have sermons translated into mother languages and have them available at the door. Translation services also exist on the net, however it would be wise to find Christian translators who understand Christian vocabulary.

3. Verbal Translation of Prayers
Have worship leaders translate the prayer into the other language(s) sentence by sentence. Have short but theologically solid prayers and remember to give the english version to the leaders prior to the service in case they have questions. Don't have these prayers in the bulletins or people will read along with the service rather than fully participating in a hearfelt way (is my Methodism showing! :) )

4. More Service Music and Silence
Increase the use of service and praise music in the service. Most Christians in the world use Hebrew worship words like Hallelujah, Hosanna & Amen. This does not mean that we "dumb down" the service by avoiding solid Christian language. Use praise music with "touchstone" Christian words like mercy, redemption, salvation, eternal life, etc.; new English speakers will quickly associate these words with their language versions and even though they might miss some of the other English words devotionally they will hear the key words. For example, understanding "Jesus #### ### Mercy ##### ##### Salvation" may be close enough devotionally for the ESL worshipper to be heartfeltly worshipping God.
Most protestants are afraid of silence, however when worshipping in an intercultural context, it can be quite powerful. Use these times with or without musical accompanyment (After the sermon, between the confession and assurance of grace, during the prayers of the people)

5. Shared Prayers of the People followed by Communal Silence
??? to be finished

Voices United Hymns in the Taiwanese (Traditional Chinese Character Version) Hymn Book. Please note when looking for the hymns in the Taiwanese Index that the first verse in English sometimes is not exactly the same as in VU.

	Voices United
	First Verse

	263
	A mighty fortress is our God

	436
	Abide with me

	217
	All creatures of our God and King

	122
	All glory laud and honour

	654
	All my hope is firmly grounded

	291
	All things bright and beautiful

	81
	As with gladness men of old

	69
	Away in a manger

	642
	Be thou my vision

	337
	Blessed assurance

	602
	Blest be the ties that bind

	461
	Bread of the world

	501
	Break now the bread of life

	382
	Breathe on me breath of God

	325
	Christ is made the sure foundation

	157
	Christ the Lord is risen today

	336
	Christ whose glory fills the skies

	345
	Come, Children join to sing

	367
	Come down O love divine

	201
	Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire

	314
	Come now almight King

	559
	Come, O fount of every blessing

	516
	Come you thankful people come

	211
	Crown him with many crowns

	463
	Deck yourself, my soul, with gladness

	659
	Eternal Father strong to save

	571
	Eternal Ruler of the ceaseless round

	341
	Fairest Lord Jesus

	705
	For all the saints who from their labours rest

	226
	For the beauty of the earth

	114
	Forty days and forty nights

	46
	Gentle Mary laid her child

	422,423
	God be with you till we meet again

	35
	Good Christian friends, rejoice

	651
	Guide me O thou great Jehovah

	30
	Hail to God's own anointed

	48
	Hark! the herald angels sing

	657
	He leadeth me: O blessed thought

	459
	Here, O my Lord I see you face to face

	315
	Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty

	368
	Holy Spirit, truth divine

	660
	How firm a foundation

	344
	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

	626
	I heard the voice of Jesus say

	343
	I love to tell the story

	671
	I need thee every hour

	58
	Infant holy, infant lowly

	44
	It came upon a midnight clear

	585
	Jesus bids us shine

	562
	Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult of our lives

	340
	Jesus friend of little children

	669
	Jesus, lover of my soul

	365
	Jesus loves me this I know

	330
	Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

	396
	Jesus stand among us

	59
	Joy to the world

	508 
	Just as I am, without one plea

	640
	Lead, kindly light

	473
	All mortal flesh keep silent

	234
	Let us with gladsome mind

	25
	Lo, he comes with clouds descending

	333
	Love divine, all loves excelling

	663
	My faith looks up to thee

	780
	My song is love unknown

	236
	Now thank we all our God

	60
	O come all ye faithful

	136
	O come and mourn me a while

	1
	O come, O come, Emmanuel

	650
	O God of Bethel, by whose hand

	806
	O God, our help in ages past

	120
	O Jesus I have promised

	64
	O little town of Bethlehem

	560
	O Master, let me walk with thee

	145
	O sacred head, sore wounded

	170
	O sons and daughters let us sing

	61
	Of the Father's love begotten

	20
	On Jordon's bank

	62
	Once in royal David's city

	665
	Pass me not O gentle saviour

	541
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow

	240
	Praise my soul the God of Heaven

	220
	Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

	213
	Rejoice the Lord is King

	127
	Ride on! Ride on in majesty

	67
	Silent night, holy night

	385
	Spirit divine, attend to our prayers

	506
	Take my life and let it be

	561
	Take up your cross. the Saviour said

	331,332
	The churches one foundation

	164
	The day of resurrection

	438
	The day thou gavest, Lord is ended

	437
	The day you gave us, God is ended

	91
	The first Nowell

	190
	The head that once was crowned with thorns

	159
	The strife is o'er

	152
	There is a green hill far away

	520
	We plough the fields and scatter

	218
	We praise you O God, our redeemer

	161
	Welcome happy morning

	664
	What a friend we have in Jesus

	149
	When I survey the wonderous cross

	75
	While shepherds watched their flocks

	342
	You servants of God, your Saviour proclaim


Lenten Holiness Liturgy Framework

Announcements

Greeters: The Lord be with you. {Translate}
All: And also with you. {Translate}

Call to Worship (Psalm 1 verses 1-2) - Greeters

Song of Praise
Du Ar Helig,Per Harling, Sweden

You are holy, you are whole.
You are always ever more
Than we ever understand.
You are always at hand.
Blessed are you coming near.
Blessed are you coming here
To your church in wine and bread
Raised from soil, raised from dead.
You are holy,
You are wholeness.
You are present,
Let the cosmos praise you God!

Confession of Trust in the Triune God {Translate this, and we will alternate someone leading this in English and in Taiwanese throughout Lent}

Father, you sent your Word to bring us truth
and your Spirit to make us holy.
Through them we come to know
the mystery of your life.
Help us to worship you, one God in three persons,
by proclaiming and living our faith in you.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Sing (Responsively with leader) while the Advent Candles are lit.
VU #947 Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
Theme Time (After Children go to the back for a program)
Hymn

Scripture(s)

Sermon

Music Ministry

Offering {regular format}
Doxology VU 315 Verse 1 {Include in Chinese characters, but, if possible have it transliterated in English characters. I want to teach the English speakers to sing something in Taiwanese}
Offering Prayer

Hymn

Commissioning and Blessing
