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REF. YOUR 

DATED 

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE 
11~·,est er n Air C ot11~ .ind " 

VancJuv0r, B. s., 
,5th July, 19111-5 

-- -------~. 
tr~ L. L. Hammond, 
32 1."!inkworth J.d., 
Banstead~ Surrey, 
Engl·rnd 

Dear kr. Hammond ! 

r'or sen e we eke r-o~. I knew you have b een anx i ous Ly 'l !13..:.tin,:; 
further 11e·~s ::,.b!)Ut 10:;.r s on , .3gt. ,.'.lrr,0z Loon ,rd Jo rd.on Hamr.o nd , ns 
n. c. :1.. ::'. Che.p La i n U'i who ac c orspa 1i' <l t-h•J bur La I p.r·~:; to the 
scene of ;;':c tr':'l.;::ody, may I tell JO':.. i . s :rie detail ·1.::i...-··-., the t r i.p to 
Lourr~ clr:h wher e t he air·rs.ft cr'.:!..s:1(·' an· also o±' t::e ::.,..-t: .. "l burial 
servi;c conducweJ. 

It 1oula be ir::pozsible :'or me to o 'er-emphas.;.ze t.he Lhac ce - 
ssibility of the loc rt i.o n o!.' t:'le -:.ircr~f~ ·;:hero it ct ruck the ;e3.'., of 
Lt. .clch, one of the mourrt a i ns o: t ne Chaarn .~tw :e. It was a full t .10 
day trip, both goin,; to an,;J. c·o,i11::; frorn the scene, i;,r:ivel~ir.:· b_ ,tor 
tr:;1.nsrori.., jee"', 5:·tm gun c':l.rrier, p .. cl: ho:·:,c an l t::on by foot hoth ;vays. 
The a Ir-cr-af't. rested on '..:. led::e of the mount a i,n at an e Lev-rt i o 1 of 7100 fe~t 
. .:.bove sea 1 ,vei. ~'te steep ncunt a i.n ..-rq • ..,~, th~ tan·;leJ. .1nder'1rush, 

,..,_ -'lilH~~-s==-e.~v~ -s--n~·an:::-:.~fordirr o-f m.ur.eroJs creeks made it .~os-t im- 
pr-ac t i.ca L, L.' no., impossiole, for us to bring out the bo.:li0s of the 
eleven Royal Air io:-ce ls.ds. Even the burial party o!: six p1;rsons, 
all of whom were experienced mountaineers, except myself, req'-'ired nine 
full d~yf to comple e the ~ark eD,ailc· in tho moun~nin burial. 

As I trust you can sec r'ron; the enclosed photographs, the 
c-r!':l.v sLe is in lecd - rr-ost beautiful si;ot. It is siturttci in v•hs:t is 
described as the saddle between the peaks of 1clch ~ ounta.:..n :ind Still 
;~oun:ain at an elev:...tior1 of 6800 feet as re d on our '3.l t imete:'; it is 
just near 1..hc sce,,e or the crasri. lt seen~s lite1·ally on top or' the world, 
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for on~ can stand at the ~raveside ~nd look do~n eit½Jr side of the 
mount a i n on the most beaut iful scener~· in the wor-l.,t , as e l-ope you 
can tell from some of the pho1,o::r-xc1-ts. 

1'ho utmost car-o 'lhd prep·u-3.tion ver'e i:;i·,re:1 -:..o all <let·tils 
of the bur-ivL cer er..onv, Jue to ':.'.10 ext.r-eme rock/ -:.er~·3.in-,, it ~·~:s im­ 
possible to preps:re i;vlividu ~1 ';raves- for each of.' t.he e Leven Lad s, One 
3re"-.t St''lvc ,,:is pr-opar ed and the bodi.e r - ere c"'.::·ef c1l1y wr·":vred ·rnd 
Lower sd into he gr:.we in s'tlvrr:;'"'d ;:-iarac1·utcs fr·in: the wrvcked plane. 
All the lads were b~ried to:et~er qiie by cidc -- comra~os in d~•th 
as t hey had been in life as memb er s of th' crew o: t he fateful Li.b e r'at or-, 
On tho to;:, of the :r,?,.YC' 1. ;:;r·e·1t st o-re ~ vi.r n was bu i Lt , at t:,c he'.3.C. o i' 
""'j}:.ic!1 \ .. 3..s set tht3 st andard Air ."1cr·ce ros~, ···f!ive , .. 5.:t!-:. 111·.1.('k let :~~in:.~ 

--...- ............. -~ or--th§ 11s.r,.es- or e·';'tcri boy. .. oe:'.ful i.fnl wr,s"i'.£"Cr1- oi: wild-flowers, f'e r-ns , 
moss arid ccdar s .-1:t-s p Laced on the r,r-:zv,: a Long Hith t+e Air lorcc .~n.si;'1. 

The ac t uu l, bur i.s L se r v.i c e , .~·Uch -.-=ts held ·1t 2 :00 F. l • 
. -undny , July 1, 1945, i·.>.s ~:s s o Lernn an~'. tev~ ·cnt "::.?l o cc as i cn •ts I h:'.ve 
eve!' 0,,itnessed, '.l.t the c onc Iu= Lon of •7r::.~h, t he still:1.es:: s.nd 4)e':l.ceful­ 
n«>ss of the moun--::;rii. 1~ resounded with ~ n·ilit--lr!' salute -- not b/ tJ.e 
t!' idition ~1 fi.rb~ :>'trty -- but by tg;ree well-t::..r:e_ bl-:..3-;:s of d~·n:3..- ite 
placed. a.t Y. s11-e di~-:.'::l.acr, frcrt t'•'=' ;:-r'1ve sit<:?. '".'r...: ·o:.le.'s ec:.n0J. ::wd 
re-ect oed fr.)n er:erJ Lount:.1.in side. It w...ts ::.i. r-ost fittin.; conclusion 
to J. ve:-y im~ r<.:si:- :_,..,. b·:ri:1.l ceremon,:. 

It is to be hoped th-lt frorr: ·,hat b.ts be.en wti'it:cn ::l.bove, 
yo:l ·,iil f;:.ea.n sore o:t ,:,he in-·o:-a!:::.ti0i, :o:· ··'l;;i;:-h 1 ar.1 s1.<1·!' ~-o .... h'lV':,. 
been a. xi,,ltslJ e:~:s.ititr;. If there is a,1~-thin.t; fur-::hor t~:.t I r1~:;!·:t d::, 
for yor1, J ~or;e you \,ill not 'hcsit·.tte ettinr.; in t~uc"i · it·~ •JJo. 

:·,xy I ext,: 1 J -t.0 y ,u ".>n heha "..f of the rlo yal C:.in'.ld L-:n -ir 
-iorce our dcepeEt s:rmp::tt:·; in th0 los:;: o_' your sor. ~-'.!:· the Jo,J of 
comi'or·t ,::ive you stren ·tl-:. tLro,1:;h" it i'",,~r, tro11l-ilf:d d<t:rs. 

f"tJ ~ ~ 
( ';' • ' ) ·..01.' l'o ,-., ·•+ ) a' T ...:.z. ,.. .• V.LV "'iL 
G:::.t;1ldn (F)l 
.. ~stern i-.ir Cor:iri:?..nd 
Va,,co,,V':'!-~ 3. c. 


