Building on a firm foundation,

Stamford Lane United Church
celebrates God’s presence,
follows Christ’s teachings and reaches out to all people
through
sharing the Word, sacrament, fellowship, and music
within
a supportive, caring and accepting community.
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Welcome
Opening Prayer
Declaration of the 2018 Annual Meeting open for all business in the name of Jesus Christ,
Lord and Head of the Church.
Motion to extend voting privileges on temporal matters to adherents
Errors or omissions in minutes: Annual Congregational Meeting Feb.5/17 Pages 6-9
Motion to accept minutes:
In Memory: page 10
Reports....................................................................... Questions pages 1, 10-30
Motion to accept all reports
Motion to accept Stamford Lane United Financial Reports 2017..Questions pages 31-33
Motion to accept Budget 2018....................................Questions page 34
Motion to set Mission and Service objective 2018....... Questions page 34
Recognition of Elders pages 3, 5
A word about process - call three times
Nomination of Elders Read list: Page 5, Call for nominations
Motion to elect Elders for Stamford Lane United Church
Welcome of New Elders
Nominations and Elections of:
Chairperson:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Treasurer of Church Givings:
Vice-Chair:
Trustees:
Nomination and Election of Presbytery:
Delegate:
Delegate:
Delegate:
Alternate:
Cave Springs:
Extension Council
New Business:
Benediction
Adjournment

Date of next Church Council Meeting:

Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Committees 7:00pm
Church Council 7:45pm
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Minister’s Message:
Why does time fly when you are having fun? That is the basis of the thesis that my psychology
professor wanted me to stay on and write years ago, back at Mount Allison University. I went on
to study theology instead where that thought has never left my mind, nor has the experience ever
been contradicted.
The moments of walking with one another, the worship where spirits are moved, the planning
and the receptions, all fly by with fond memories even as we say good by to old friends and try
to remember the names of new ones. This year has been filled with a joyful spirit that seems to
accelerate the underlying truth, “time stands still for no one.” This is the experience of a busy
Church that looks to the ancient scriptures in anticipation of the future. We look forward to the
future of the church because we have experienced the blessings of community. Being a part of
this church lifts our spirits through the sad days into the expectations of new years.
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope.” —Jeremiah 29:11
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”—Romans 15:13
As the United Church Of Canada prepares for restructuring, Stamford Lane United is filled with
the blessings of a congregation that has never sat back waiting for something to happen. We
work forward to it! We started 2017 reviewing our Mission Statement with weekly services
reflecting on who we are and who we are called to be. We revisited our relationship with Papa,
Jesus and Sarayu as we journeyed from the Shack into our own festival of friends. We are always
blessed by the gifts of those we meet along the way who offer to preach and teach, play and
project, fix and mend, lead and feed. Rev Cathie Ellarby is a comfort to all of us knowing she is
not only a loving, caring presence in our midst but also so willing and able to lead you as I fly off
and time flies by.
In our 90th year of building up of God’s Kingdom here, we celebrate each week by continuing to
step into the Bible. Our study of Biblical lands reveals to us something of the perseverance and
devotion that speeds us along from generation to generation, fulfilling the abundance of hope
that God wants us to enjoy along the way. It is fun to share the stories and images of study and
sabbath journeys I have been blessed to experience through the years. I am still discovering the
meaning of the experiences and the message in the stories I collected along the way. Thank you
for your support of my away time as I prepare for more faith filled fun in the future.
Stamford Lane United Church is an inclusive community of faithful people seeking to welcome
all who want to be here and have fun. The welcome is genuine, and the opportunity is open. This
year we welcome Transitions Canada to work alongside the Niagara Adult Learning Center in
meeting the needs of adults with various abilities. I look forward to working through with you
whatever you feel God is calling you to next. From the new bathrooms and projection screen, to
choirs, Java 98, yoga, puppets and quiet conversation, the vast resources of people and facilities
here are enabling new vision in this ancient journey. Your staff are dedicated and devoted to this
journey of faith with you and appreciate your insight and inspiration along the way. We are all in
this church together and we still all want to have fun. Sadness is all too real when we decide to
reach out together in worship and work. I have come to trust that all will be well in God’s time.
So even though time flies, decide to join the fun.
Blessings

Rev. Harvey Tobey
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2017 Church Directory
Official Board Chairperson
Official Board Secretary
Minister
Director of Music
Church Custodian
Church Secretary
Treasurer of Church Books
Treasurer of Church Givings

Dan Taylor
Sharon MacDonnell
Rev. Harvey Tobey
Marjorie Slinn
Lucie McCarthy
Sharon MacDonnell
Leslie Maddalena/Ray Marshall
Willo Morningstar

Women’s Groups: Joy Unit
Good News Unit

Cathy Purdy
Sharon MacDonnell

Sunday School Superintendent
Sunday School Assistant
Explorer Leader

Paisley Janvary-Pool
Cathie Ellarby
Paisley Janvary-Pool

Youth Choir Director
Youth Choir Assistant
Youth Bell Ringers
Chancel Choir
Praise Team

Marjorie Slinn
Sara Maida-Nicol
Marjorie Slinn
Marjorie Slinn
Fred Ellarby

Tri-M Presidents
Men’s Group

Carol & Jim Sauder
Bruce Olsen

2017 Stamford Lane United Church Statistics
Membership Roll as of December 31, 2016
Received by Profession of Faith & Transfers
Removed by Death
Removed by Council
Transferred out by Request

331
14
9
11
3

Membership Roll as of December 31, 2017

322

Families under Stamford Lane United Pastoral Charge … 282
Families who have contributed regularly to the operation of Stamford Lane United … 207
Families who support the Mission & Service of the United Church … 82
Average weekly attendance based on the months of October/November 2017 … 144
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Stamford Lane Council 2017
Minister: Rev. Harvey Tobey
Chair: Dan Taylor
Vice-Chair: Paisley Janvary-Pool

Treasurer: Ray Marshall
Treasurer of Church Givings: Willo Morningstar
Council Secretary: *Sharon MacDonnell

ANDERSON, Bryce
ANDERSON, Pauline
ARNOTT, Anne
BEAL, Cris
BETHUNE, George
BILLINGSLEY, Pat
COLE, Barbara
COWAN, Sandra
DEMPSEY, Mary
FERLAND, Reg
FOSS, Sue
GILLESPIE, Evan
GOAR, Gail
HACKETT, Jacki
HARRIS, Janet
HARRISON, Mary Ann
JAMIESON, Bob
JANVARY-POOL, Paisley

LENNOX, Marion
MacDONNELL, Dan
MacDONNELL, Mary
MacKENZIE, Joan
MADDALENA, Leslie
MARSHALL, Ray
MONTEITH, Carolyn
MONTEITH, Dan
MORNINGSTAR, Willo
OLSEN, Bruce
PACKHAM, Vera
PATTERSON, Paul
SCHMAGALA, Mary
TAYLOR, Dan; Chairperson
WALKER, Donna
WILLIAMS, Lyn (move/resigned in June)
ZAVITZ, Tim

Stamford Lane Trustees
ANDERSON, Bryce
ARNOTT, Anne
BECKEN, Wayne
BETHUNE, George
CATTANACH, Bob
DEMPSEY, Mary
FOSS, Neil
FOSS, Sue
GILMORE, Dennis (Chairperson)

JANVARY-POOL, Paisley
LAUDER, Marion
LENNOX, Marion
MACKENZIE, Joan
MORNINGSTAR, Larry
OLSEN, Bruce
PATTERSON, Paul
WEST, Maureen
ZAVITZ, Gerald (Tim)

Presbytery Representatives:
Pat Billingsley
Alternate: Margaret Loney
Ray Marshall
Clergy: Rev. Cathie Ellarby
Mary Ann Harrison
Extension Council:
Reg Ferland – Board
Tim Zavitz – Representative
Cave Springs Camp Representatives:
Paisley Janvary-Pool
Evan Gillespie
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COMMITTEES
Christian Education
Chair: Sandra Cowan
Evan Gillespie
Bob Jamieson
Paisley Janvary-Pool (Sunday School)
Mary MacDonnell (Sept-Dec)
Mary Schmagala
*Cathie Ellarby
Finance
Chair: Tim Zavitz
Ray Marshall – Treasurer
Bryce Anderson
Willo Morningstar - Money Treasurer
Reg Ferland
Sue Foss
Leslie Maddalena
Anne Arnott
Marion Lennox
Lyn Williams (Jan-June)
Mission and Outreach
Co-Chair: Gail Goar
Co-Chair: Mary Ann Harrison
Pauline Anderson
Mary Dempsey
Jacki Hackett
Carolyn Monteith
Vera Packham
*Darlene Foster
*Will Foster
*Pam Gilmore
*Brenda Skinner
Ministry and Personnel
Chair: Paisley Janvary-Pool
Anne Arnott
Barbara Cole
Mary Ann Harrison
Dan Taylor
Property
Chair: Bruce Olsen
Cris Beal
George Bethune
Dan MacDonnell
Joan MacKenzie
Dan Monteith
Paul Patterson
Dan Taylor
*Ed Breski

* committee member only
*Richard Lambert
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Worship/Congregational Concerns
Chair: Janet Harris (Jan-Oct)
Chair: Barbara Cole (Nov-Jan)
Pat Billingsley
Sue Foss
Marion Lennox
Mary MacDonnell (Jan-Aug)
Donna Walker
*Joanne Fast
*Paul Fast
Audio Visual Committee
Chair: Bob Jamieson
Bryce Anderson
Dan MacDonnell
*Ed Breski
*Karrie Casucci
*Mary Evans
*Paul Fast
*Bryanna Johnson
*Glad Klassen
*Richard Lambert
In-Touch Committee
Chair: *Diane Becken
Co-Chair: Ray Marshall
Pat Billingsley
Barbara Cole
Gail Goar
Mary Ann Harrison
Paisley Janvary-Pool
Donna Walker
*Barbara Arseneau
*Joanne Fast
*Pam Gilmore
*Lynn Marshall
*April Zavitz
*Cathie Ellarby
*Jane Shores
Rental Committee
Chair: Paisley Janvary-Pool
Barbara Cole
Ray Marshall
- The Council Chairperson is an ex-officio
member of all committees.
- The Minister is an ex-officio of all committees,
except Ministry and Personnel.

Proposed Council 2018
Until February 2018:
George Bethune, Pat Billingsley, Evan Gillespie, Gail Goar, Janet Harris, Mary Ann Harrison, Leslie
Maddalena, Ray Marshall, Dan Monteith, Willo Morningstar, Bruce Olsen, Donna Walker, Tim Zavitz.
Until February 2019: Bryce Anderson, Anne Arnott, Sandra Cowan, Mary Dempsey, **Sue Foss, Jacki
Hackett, Bob Jamieson, Marion Lennox, Joan MacKenzie, Vera Packham, Mary Schmagala.
Until February 2020: Pauline Anderson, Cris Beal, Barbara Cole, Reg Ferland, Paisley Janvary-Pool, Dan
MacDonnell, Mary MacDonnell, Carolyn Monteith, Paul Patterson, Dan Taylor.

Nominated until February 2019: Tim Zavitz
Nominated until February 2021: George Bethune, Pat Billingsley, Janet Coker, Gail Goar, Janet Harris, Mary
Ann Harrison, Leslie Maddalena, Ray Marshall, Willo Morningstar, Donna Walker

Board of Trustees:
Bryce Anderson, Anne Arnott, Wayne Becken, George Bethune, Bob Cattanach, Mary Dempsey,
Dennis Gilmore (chairperson), Paisley Janvary-Pool, Marion Lauder, Marion Lennox, Joan MacKenzie,
Larry Morningstar, Paul Patterson, Maureen West, Gerald (Tim) Zavitz.

Presbytery Representatives:
Mary Ann Harrison
Ray Marshall
Alternates: Margaret Loney
Clergy: Rev. Cathie Ellarby
Rev. Harvey Tobey
Extension Council:
Reg Ferland – Board
Tim Zavitz – Representative
Cave Springs Camp Representatives:
Paisley Janvary-Pool
NB: Further nominations, corrections and changes may be made at the Annual Meeting.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
OF STAMFORD LANE UNITED CHURCH
FEBRUARY 5, 2017

2017-001

The annual congregational meeting of Stamford Lane United Church was held on Sunday, February 5, 2017 in
the gymnasium following the Church service. The meeting commenced after a light lunch of sandwiches and
desserts. Rev. Harvey Tobey and 78 individuals were in attendance.
Those present were: Bryce Anderson, Pauline Anderson, Anne Arnott, Barbara Arseneau, Cris Beal, Marilyn
Beal, Diane Becken, Pat Billingsley, Ed Breski, Ruth Buchanan, Bob Cattanach, Eleanor Cattanach, Bob
Chagnon, Jean Chagnon, Janet Coker, Barbara Cole, Sandra Cowan, Doug Craig, Mary Dempsey, Cathie
Ellarby, Fred Ellarby, Sue Foss, Sharon Gazley, Dennis Gilmore, Pam Gilmore, Gail Goar, Ruth Grandoni,
Jacki Hackett, Janet Harris, Mary Ann Harrison, Gord Hick, Joanne Hicks, Sheila Hosking, Margaret Jackson,
Bev Jamieson, Bob Jamieson, Paisley Janvary-Pool, Carole Jarvis, Marion Lennox, Margaret Loney, Dan
MacDonnell, Mary MacDonnell, Sharon MacDonnell, Joan MacKenzie, Leslie Maddalena, Sara Maida-Nicol,
Carol Mae Maidens, Lynn Marshall, Ray Marshall, Donna Moffatt, Larry Morningstar, Willo Morningstar,
Bruce Olsen, Vera Packham, Bev Patterson, Paul Patterson, Janet Pearson, Peter Rylander, Sandra Rylander,
Carol Sauder, Jim Sauder, Anna Scobie, Brenda Rae Skinner, June Slee, Marjorie Slinn, Penny Soulsby, Ken
Styles, Dan Taylor, Barb Tobey, Vera Todd, Sheila Turcotte, Algie Vant, Chris Watling, Harry Watling, Lyn
Williams, Lynn Young, Geraldine Zavitz and Tim Zavitz.
The meeting opened at 11:47am. Rev. Tobey offered an opening prayer.
Chairperson, Paisley Janvary-Pool declared the 2017 Annual Meeting open for all business in the name of Jesus
Christ, Lord and Head of the Church. Paisley welcomed everyone.
MOTION #1
Moved by: Doug Craig
Seconded by: Dennis Gilmore
“That voting privileges on temporal matters be extended to adherents and that voting be done by show
of hands.”
CARRIED
*To save time, any spelling mistakes or minor typographical errors in the Annual Report will be corrected by
giving Sharon a note listing the page number and the item needing the correction.
Approval of the Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting (p. 6-10) held on January 31, 2016
MOTION #2
Moved by: Mary Ann Harrison
Seconded by: Ken Styles
“That the minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 31, 2016 be accepted with the following
corrections: page 8 in two places, correct spelling of Joan MacKenzie.”
CARRIED
Rev. Tobey read the memorial list on page 11 of the Annual Report and also included Michael Cassano,
Clifford Brant and Jacqueline Fletcher, who passed away in January this year. We remember all of these
individuals in our hearts and souls as significant members in our community and many as significant members
of our church.
Rev. Tobey did a slide presentation updating the congregation on all renovations and plans for air-conditioning,
washrooms and the roof over the Sanctuary.
Committee Reports:
Paisley Janvary-Pool opened the meeting up for questions and comments regarding the committee reports
published in the Annual Report (p.13-29).
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Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting of Stamford Lane United on Feb. 5, 2017

2017-002

Approval of the Committee Reports (p.13-29) of Stamford Lane United Annual Report for 2016:
MOTION #3
Moved by: Diane Becken
Seconded by: Tim Zavitz
“That the committee reports for 2016 on pages 13-29 of the Annual Report be accepted with the
following corrections:
Page i:
Motion to elect Elders for Stamford United Church - ‘Lane’ was omitted
Page 2:
Statistics “Removed by Death” should be 13 to include Paul Joseph Paone, and
therefore change the “Membership Roll as of December 31, 2016” to 331.
Page 4:
In-Touch Committee – put asterisk beside Diane Becken’s name, she is not on
Council.
Page 5:
Nominated until January 2020 – correct spelling of Janvary-Pool
Page 5:
Board of Trustees – Remove Archie McKechnie (deceased)
Page 11: Paul Joseph Paone put asterisk beside his name to indicate that he was a member.
Page 18: Under Local Mission – correct spelling of Syrian Refugees”
CARRIED
Financial Report 2016
MOTION #4
Moved by: Bryce Anderson
Seconded by: Sue Foss
“That the financial report for the Lundy’s Lane Site for 2016 on page 30 of the Annual Report be
accepted as printed.”
CARRIED
MOTION #5
Moved by: Ray Marshall
Seconded by: Leslie Maddalena
“That the financial reports for Stamford Lane United for 2016 on pages 31-33 of the Annual Report be
accepted as printed.”
CARRIED
Budget 2017
MOTION #6
Moved by: Ray Marshall
Seconded by: Dan Taylor
“That the proposed budget for 2017 on page 34 of the Annual Report be accepted as printed.”
CARRIED
Mission and Service Goal for 2017
MOTION #7
Moved by: Ray Marshall
Seconded by: Carol Mae Maidens
“That we accept the goal of $25,000.00 (twenty-five thousand dollars) for the Mission and Service Fund
for 2017.”
CARRIED
Elders at the End of Their Term
Janet Harris presented the following list of members at the end of their term on the Church Council on January
31, 2017: Barbara Cole, Carol Crown, Reg Ferland, Paisley January-Pool, Dan MacDonnell, Mary
MacDonnell, Carolyn Monteith, Paul Patterson, Dan Taylor, Randy Vant, Donna Walker and Tim Zavitz.
Janet Harris read the list of those not returning for another term: Carol Crown and Randy Vant
Rev. Tobey thanked Paisley Janvary-Pool for standing as chair for the past two years.
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Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting of Stamford Lane United on Feb. 5, 2017

2017-003

Nominations for the 2017-2018 Church Council:
The following list of nominees was read by Janet Harris:
Nominated until January 2018: Donna Walker and Tim Zavitz
Nominated until January 2020: Barbara Cole, Reg Ferland, Paisley January-Pool, Dan MacDonnell, Mary
MacDonnell, Carolyn Monteith, Paul Patterson, Dan Taylor and Lyn Williams.
Rev. Tobey explained the process for nominations. We call 3 times for nominations. If you are willing to
nominate someone or are willing to volunteer, now is the time to speak up.
Pauline Anderson and Cris Beal volunteered to be on the council until January 2020.
MOTION #8
Moved by: Dan Taylor
Seconded by: Ray Marshall
“That we approve the list of nominees for Council as presented.”

CARRIED

Dan Taylor thanked Paisley for her amazing job as the chair of the council over the past 2 years.
Nominations for Chairperson of the Church Council:
Janet Harris nominated the Dan Taylor as Council Chair.
MOTION #9
Moved by: Janet Harris
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That Dan Taylor serve as chairperson of the Church Council.”

ACCLAIMED

Nominations for Vice-Chair:
Janet Harris nominated Paisley Janvary-Pool as Vice-Chair.
MOTION #10
Moved by: Janet Harris
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That Paisley Janvary-Pool serve as the Vice Chairperson.”

ACCLAIMED

Nominations for Treasurer of Church Books:
Janet Harris nominated the following: Ray Marshall
MOTION #11
Moved by: Janet Harris
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That Ray Marshall serve as Treasurer of the Church Books.”

ACCLAIMED

Nominations for Treasurer of Church Givings:
Janet Harris nominated the following: Willo Morningstar
MOTION #12
Moved by: Janet Harris
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That Willo Morningstar serve as Treasurer of Church Givings.”

ACCLAIMED

Nominations for Council Secretary:
Janet Harris nominated the following: Sharon MacDonnell
MOTION #13
Moved by: Paisley Janvary-Pool
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That Sharon MacDonnell serve as Council Secretary.”

ACCLAIMED

Rev. Tobey recognized the Board of Trustees and thanked them for all their hard work.
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Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting of Stamford Lane United on Feb. 5, 2017
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Election of Presbytery, Cave Springs Camp and Conference Reps:
Janet Harris presented the following names as Presbytery, Conference and Cave Springs Camp Representatives:
Presbytery Representatives:
Delegate: Pat Billingsley
Delegate: Ray Marshall
Delegate: Mary Ann Harrison
Alternate: Margaret Loney
Clergy: Rev. Cathie Ellarby
Cave Springs Camp Representatives:
Paisley Janvary-Pool
Evan Gillespie
Extension Council:
Reg Ferland – Board
Tim Zavitz – Representative
MOTION #14
Moved by: Janet Harris
Seconded by: Margaret Loney
“That the above nominations for Presbytery, Cave Springs Camp and Conference be accepted as
presented.”
ACCLAIMED
New Business:


Harvey thanked the council for all the hard work they have done. The focus this year should be to
encourage others to come out and join our congregation. He talked about how busy our church is with
all the many things activities that are here not only on Sundays but throughout the week. He thanked
Sharon for keeping the rentals and room use organized, Marjorie for all the choirs she is involved with
and Lucie for keeping the building sparkling and looking awesome.



Marjorie reminded everyone to please turn off all the lights before leaving the building.



Dan Taylor presented Rev. Tobey and Barbara Tobey with a card of thanks from the congregation.



Rev. Tobey thanked Paisley Janvary-Pool and welcomed Dan Taylor as the new Chair.

Benediction: Rev. Tobey pronounced the Benediction.
Adjournment:
MOTION #15
Moved by: Dennis Gilmore
“That we adjourn.”

Seconded by: Doug Craig

Meeting adjourned at 1:05pm.

___________________________________
Paisley Janvary-Pool, Chair

__________________________________
Sharon MacDonnell, Secretary

This report has been edited from the original made available to the members and
adherents for the annual General meeting February 4, 2018.
In Memoriam 9 members
Marriage Blessings 5
Baptisms
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Message from The Chair of the Church Council
It has been another year of positive enhancements for the Church. We’ve added projection screens and air
conditioning in the Sanctuary, as well as new washrooms in the basement, making our building a nicer place to
worship together. Regrettably we did lose our valuable daycare tenant, and despite a valiant effort by Reverend
Tobey, we were unable to continue that service to our community. We’ve enjoyed the additional worship
support of Cathie and Fred Ellarby, and are blessed to have such a wonderful and devoted Church staff, who all
do an exceptional job and are worthy of receiving your thanks.
This past year has been a smooth one, due in part to the great Church Council members who are currently
serving, and contributing so much to help make our Church run so well. I encourage every member to consider
putting their name forward to join the Church Council this year. Your input and support will add new ideas, and
help in the workings of your Church, to make our community better for everyone.
Dan Taylor, Council Chair

Ministry and Personnel
This committee is made up of volunteers from our Official Council Standing Committees. Mary Ann Harrison
from Mission and Outreach, Dan Taylor from Property, Barbara Cole from Worship and Congregational
Concerns, Anne Arnott from Finance and I am from Christian Education. We meet as needed for personnel or
congregational concerns and needs and it is a confidential committee. The next sabbatical time will begin for
Rev. Tobey in 2018.
Respectfully submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

Christian Education and Development
The Christian Education Committee supports children, youth and adult activities within the Church. This year
we celebrated many events: Sundae Sunday, as a delicious start to church in the fall, a hot dog luncheon in May
and a Celebrate the Kingdom event with a Medieval theme this fall. The gym was miraculously transformed
into a castle, with princesses as our feature guests. Children created jewelled goblets, crowns and together as a
family designed a coat of arms. Under the direction of Rev. Cathie Ellarby, we created biblical decorations for
this year’s Jesse tree, which adorned our sanctuary. Our Christmas party included a visit from storyteller Mrs.
Christmas, who delighted the children with Christmas tales. We welcome Rev. Cathie as a Sunday School
teacher for our older group. We continue to sponsor children who would like to attend Cave Springs Camp by
sponsoring 1/3 of their camp registration fee. Thank you to the Congregation who attend our events and provide
sandwiches and sweets to enjoy together. We are always looking for help in the Nursery with our wonderful
volunteer Savannah Zavitz. If you are available to help, even for a Sunday or two, contact the church office.
Sandra Cowan, Chairperson

Sunday School
From January until June this class of grade 6 and under averaged nine students a week. We sing a little, eat a
little and talk about subjects like love, commitment, sharing, helping and tried to do some experiments. We
learned about the seasons of the church and especially Lent. We like to do crafty things to take home as well
each week. We closed with Camp Day.
In the fall of 2017, our class became the primaries which are ages 8 and under and we began at Sundae Sunday.
We have averaged 6-7 students a week and followed Rev. Harvey’s weekly topics. We made passports and
stamp them each week as we go from city to city each week. We are learning about the culture, food, animals
and people of Jesus’ time. We’ve been to the Sea of Galilee, Mount Tabor, Shechem, Capernaum, Bethsaida,
Jerusalem and finished the year in Bethlehem. We enjoyed learning about the Jesse Tree and taking part in the
play, “The Last Straw”.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

Senior Sunday School
Our class is made up of friends ages 8 to 16 years old.
We began our year together in September with the Junior Sunday School class discovering different aspects of
early biblical life in a middle-eastern market place recreation.
October and November, we followed Rev. Harvey Tobey as we travelled to various locations in the Bible. We
put a sticker in our passport for each town, city or sea that we learned about.
On the Sunday closest to Hallowe’en we had a fun study on the monsters of the Bible. There are actually quite a
lot of them!
Late in November we began our preparation once again with the Junior Sunday School to present a Christmas
Pageant entitled “The Last Straw.” The children and youth worked supportively together as they discovered the
joy of the story of the birth of our Lord Jesus and the privilege of leading the congregation in this worship
experience.
In January we once again pick up our passports and continue to follow Rev. Tobey as we travel “One More Step
along the World.”
Respectfully submitted, Rev. Cathie Ellarby

Bible Study
Bible Study prepares us for worship. Every Tuesday, but the fourth Wednesday, whoever drops into the
friendship room at 6:30 reviews the theme for the week and reflects on the scriptures. During this time among
friends we discover how our life stories are inspired by the ancient scriptures. This year we stepped into the
Bible to discover how the stories from the many biblical communities continue to relate truths we need to
discover as we journey through this life. Join us every week or when you can. It is a wonderful support group
that inspires the message preached on Sunday and throughout the week in nursing homes and the hospital. If
you know your Bible or not, if you read King James or The Way, if you like to do homework or not, you are
welcome to be part of the variety of theological reflection that is our Bible Study.

Worship and Congregational Concerns Committee
Our annual meeting was well attended, a day to let everyone know what we did last year, how we did it, and
what we will be doing in the coming year. There was plenty of food to share and fellowship abounded. New
members, some of whom have never served before were elected to the council.
Messy Church had us making palm crosses and coloured Easter eggs to help celebrate Easter. We shared Good
Friday services with our friends from the Stamford community of faith at Stamford Presbyterian Church and
Sunrise Service on Easter with them at Stamford Green.
There were quite a few changes in worship this year. Our new projection system and screen were installed and
have made changes in our service. Now we can view pictures as part of the service and follow along with Bible
readings. Air conditioning made our summer services much more comfortable and no need to deliver glasses of
water to everyone. We also initiated a new kitchen committee for Sunday mornings to prepare, serve and clean
up after coffee hour. Duties of greeters and ushers were also changed. We hope that by making these changes
it will be easier for everyone and that more people will feel able to help by greeting or ushering on a Sunday.
This year we added four names to the Appreciation Garden. Ed Breski, Bob Chagnon, Jean Chagnon and Ruth
McDowell were honoured for their time and commitment to their church and their names added to the
Appreciation Garden wall.
During the summer we were well served by: Rev. Doug Mitchell, Rev. Cathie Ellarby, Rev. Lorraine Davis,
Rev. Brian Brown, Barbara Cole and Paul Fast. We thank them for their leadership and inspiration. Rev.
Ellarby made sure that the shut-ins and the sick were visited and taken care of while Rev. Harvey was away.
We celebrated Thanksgiving and remembered our veterans on Remembrance Sunday. We celebrated baptisms
and weddings. We celebrated the lives of friends who had worshipped with us and served their church for
years. One in particular I must mention was Doris McLeod. Doris prepared communion for us for a great
number of years. Quietly and unobtrusively she prepared it and had it waiting for our communion services.
Thank you Doris. We will miss you.
During the year Marjorie and the choir led us in many meaningful services. We thank them for the wonderful
Harmony Singers reunion, Canada's 150th celebration concert and the beautiful Canadian Christmas Carols and
for the music they share on every Sunday.
With the leadership of Lynn Marshall and her elves the sanctuary and the rest of the building were decorated for
Advent. Ornaments were made to decorate the Jesse tree. Symbols were made to represent those who were
true to their faith and whose lives led up to the birth of Jesus. This year we have incorporated new blue
hangings in the sanctuary which represents the anticipation and waiting of Mary. They bring calmness among
the golds and reds. We celebrated the Sundays of Advent and on Christmas Eve the children led us as we
celebrated one part of the Christmas story. Christmas Eve communion was quiet and contemplative. Rev. Rob
and Sarah Patterson, and Barb Tobey assisted Rev. Harvey as they read the gospels. Rev. Harvey's words
before he lit each candle were very meaningful and spoke to all our hearts.
We finished the year with a service led by Paul Fast and Happy Birthday Jesus cake for everyone. It was a busy
year, a good year, and we did it by talking and sharing and doing it all together.
In November, due to family considerations, I stepped down as leader of the Worship Committee. It is now in
the very capable hands of Barbara Cole. I will continue to serve on the Council and to sit on the Worship
Committee. I look forward to another busy year at Stamford Lane and to seeing together where the new year
will lead us.
Yours respectfully
Janet C. Harris, Chairperson retired

Explorers
The history of an Explorer group goes way back in this church, long before me and I have been about 50 years.
We are proud of this but we know every good thing comes to an end. This fall numbers are down to 4 great
young people, so we will continue until April and fold away the tent.
As usual, our nights are busy and fun. We play, learn, sing, do crafts and eat. We had Show & Tell several
times, enjoy seasonal parties, wear our pjs, bring our pets, learned nail care, made pizza and pancakes, had an
obstacle course and a camp out. In the fall we have played badminton, croquet and bocce, made sundaes,
sandwiches and cupcakes; celebrated Canada’s 150, Halloween and campfires. And had our usual Christmas
shopping and wrapping nights. Great group, great fun. Thanks to Brenda Skinner and Ginny Paterson.
Respectfully submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

Appreciation Garden
This year, the committee met and recommended that the Church Council honour four of our members: Ruth
McDowell, Bob & Jean Chagnon, and Ed Breski. These four have done much to enrich the life of Stamford and
Lundy’s Lane churches for so many years. We thank them all. Stamford Lane is very fortunate to have you call
us home.
It is also time to think of this spring; nomination forms for 2018 are available in the office and need to be
returned to the office on or before the last day of March – that’s Saturday, March 31.
On behalf of the Appreciation Garden Committee, Ray Marshall, Chair, 2017

Cave Springs Camp 2017
Once again, Cave Springs Camp has been blessed with a great year of serving the kingdom in many ways across
Hamilton Conference. The past year has been spent refining practices while also looking ahead to the future of
Cave Springs Camp. The summer programs were successful and our numbers are gradually increasing. We
were blessed with a good financial year during a critical time, as we gear up for a big fundraising campaign. We
have been continually developing and maintaining the infrastructure of the camp facilities with the gracious
support of the Church community. We are striving towards a more inclusive atmosphere at camp with
congregational support.
Like last summer, we did have to overcome a number of challenges. The summer began with our head cook
quitting one week before the summer start date and this forced the staff to work hard to create “Band-Aid”
solutions from week to week. They were successful in finding a qualified person to run the kitchen each week,
but it was not an easy process. Despite these challenges, our Day Camp program continues to grow.
Furthermore, we added an additional Bridge week camp. We have found this program to be an excellent
transition into overnight camps, and it has increased our overall camper numbers.
This summer we have engaged in the process of figuring out what it would mean to become an affirming
community. This is a pilot program for camps, and our experience will be documented throughout to see if this
is something that we could pursue moving forward. Niagara Presbytery has done a lot to support the camp with
generous donations from congregations, individuals and the extension council. Part of these funds is currently
supporting the installation of a gender-neutral bathroom at camp. A lot of these contributions also helped to
send kids to camp via our bursary fund, which regularly sponsors 10-15 campers to come to camp for a week–
an experience they may not have been able to afford otherwise. We are also looking to the future with the
blessings that we have received, consciously putting away funds to ensure the future impact of camp, and for
expanding to new horizons.
We continue moving forward with plans to build a new year-round lodge to replace the old (very old) Craft Hall
and are at the point of launching a full fundraising campaign. We have hired a full time fund developer to aid in

this process and have redeveloped our Legacy Hall committee to gain the experience of several external
individuals with vested interest in the future of Cave Springs Camp. Through this opportunity, our team has
revisited the original plans to establish a vision that will lead Cave Springs Camp into the future. These refined
plans will allow us to honour the mission and ministry of summer camp programs through sustainable
programming. The process has also helped us clarify the significance and impact of Legacy Hall for the camp,
church and the community. With this new purpose and vision our $750,000 project has quickly become a $2.5
million dollar project – a goal that we are confident we can meet. This project has jump-started our major
capital appeal to fund the new building and we will seek assistance from all our partners in funding this project.
Please expect to hear more from us in 2018 and be ready to respond as you have in the past–generously and
prayerfully.
With our thanks and our prayers for blessing
Alex Sillett; President, Cave Springs Camp
For many years Stamford Lane has supported camping. We need representation to go to two meetings a year.
We get all of the information they have from the Director. Staff came again in May to speak in church and
show leadership to our children on Camp Day. We continue to support campers financially, paying 1/3 of the
cost. We need your continued support.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

Walking And Exercise Group
We celebrated 10 years with this group and with two member turning ninety this year. We continue walking
Monday and Thursday at 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome to come.
Submitted by Gail Goar

In-Touch Committee
We were pleased to welcome Jane Shores as a member.
Thank you to Trudi Atkinson Edwards, Fred Ellarby, Janet Harris and Donna Thibert for their assistance with
the monthly luncheons. Roger Purdy was the emcee for our luncheons and Cathy Purdy played the piano.
Under Rev. Tobey’s guidance and pastoral leadership, we continued to keep “in touch” with our church family.
Rev. Cathie Ellarby reached out to the needs of our church family in Rev. Tobey’s absence.
Thank you to Joanne Fast for preparing the personalized cards for Rev. Tobey’s signature and to Patti Howe for
accompanying Mary Ann Harrison on her visits to Eventide and Stamford Estates.
Monthly services were offered by Rev. Tobey at Bella, Lundy Manor, Stamford Estates and G.N.G.H.
accompanied by Marjorie Slinn or Margaret Loney.
We visited our shut-ins and remembered our veterans, shut-ins and bereaved. 67 poinsettias were delivered to
our shut-ins and bereaved at Christmas.
Thank you to Bev Jamieson for coordinating funeral receptions for the past number of years. Our Committee
has now taken more leadership in providing this service. We are grateful to Penny Soulsby for continuing to
guide us. We will be reviewing funeral receptions in the New Year. Thank you to everyone who made
sandwiches or squares in the past.
Some of our expenditures in 2017 were as follows:
- Building the Kingdom – supplied food for this special event
- $1,000 transferred to the Church’s General Fund
- $200 transferred to the Fellowship Hour (Coffee Fund)
- Small recognition to Rev. Cathie Ellarby
- Potato salads for the annual church picnic.

Thank you to everyone who visited, telephoned, sent a card to our church family. Working together, we can
continue to “reach out” to our church family. If you need a visit or know someone who could use a visit, please
advise the church office.
In-Touch Committee: Rev. Harvey Tobey, Rev. Cathie Ellarby, Barbara Arseneau, Diane Becken, Pat
Billingsley, Barbara Cole, Joanne Fast, Pam Gilmore, Gail Goar, Mary Ann Harrison, Paisley Janvary-Pool,
Lynn and Ray Marshall, Jane Shores, Donna Walker, April Zavitz.
Submitted by Diane Becken

The Mitten Tree
We are always surprised by the knitting done for our tree each Advent Season and the school children and are
most grateful to you for warming their hands and heads.
We received 96 mittens, 118 hats, 58 scarves and 12 sets. We deliver them to schools where we have teachers
and students – John Marshall, Cherrywood, Princess Margaret (2 classes), Simcoe and to Project SHARE.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

Flower Committee
The three seasons of Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving give us the opportunity to add to the Sanctuary’s
beauty by seasonal plants and décor. Thanks to all who support us and decorate.
As well, we add something living to the alter each week in memory or celebration. Please let me know if you
would like to have flowers to honour someone on any particular Sunday.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool

The Sewing Group
Do you have an interest in sewing? We would enjoy your company on Friday mornings at 10:00am in the
Activity Room at the Church.
We have a wonderful group of people who sew for Niagara Warehouse of Hope. The items we make are
shipped to Guatemala to be distributed to new moms for their babies where needed.
We provide support and fellowship for each other during the time spent sewing.
During the year from January 2017 through December 2017, we have made the following:
Bags
221
Pencil Cases
73
Blankets
58
Receiving Blankets
67
Bibs
8
Sweater Sets
27
Dresses
103
Shirts & Shorts
40
Diapers
12
Soap
10
Night Gowns 33
Towels & Washcloths 10
Toy Bags
83
Thank you to those who have donated items and to those who donated their time and talents each Friday: Jean
Chagnon, Karen Corey, Bonnie Fletcher, Paisley Gillies, Carole Jarvis, Jenny Kok, Penny Soulsby, Sharon
Swayze, Vera Todd and Fia Vanderlee.

Mission And Outreach Report
Thanks to Mary Ann Harrison co-chair, Mary Dempsey, Jacki Hackett, Carolyn Monteith, Vera Packham,
Pauline Anderson, Anne Arnott, Joan Mackenzie and our associates of Pam Gilmore, Darlene and Will Foster
and Brenda Skinner. Our committee has had a good year.
On Mission Sunday, February 26, Springwater Hester Meawasige a youth leader coordinator with the United
Church of Canada Aboriginal Ministry Circle spoke to us about her concerns with the indigenous people. We
sent $300.00 from the profits of the pancake luncheon to the Manitoba Conference to help bring indigenous
students from northern Manitoba to Winnipeg for higher education. Thanks to the cookers, Bruce and Kathy
Olsen and Dennis Gilmore who made it possible to have pancakes.
In June, we sent $300.00 to the Caribbean Workers Outreach Program to help with the food that is served after
their church services in the summertime.
On September 30, we had the Stamford Lane Garage Sale. Many thanks to Pauline Anderson, Anne Arnott, and
Joan Mackenzie for a job well done. We made $1,985.85. We sent $500.00 to the Cave Spring's Legacy Fund
which hopes to build a permanent building on site which can be used all year .We will distribute the rest in
2018.
We supported 35 families at Project SHARE with money collected from White Gift. The total of the food
vouchers for 122 people was $3,050.00. We were also able with this money to forward $1,785.00 more which
Project SHARE uses for hydro, heat, medical or dental bills to people who need it. Thank you to everyone for
supporting our projects this year.
Through W. Dolby and E.C. Fisher Fund we were able to support Leonel Guarachi with $486.00 through the
Plan International Children's Fund.
Our Mission and Service givings to the United Church of Canada total this year was $30,796.66. The amount of
givings that we sent in were acknowledge by Dave Jagger from the Hamilton Conference and he congratulated
us on how well we have done. This is the most that I ever remember sending in so I pass the congratulations
onto to all of you. Great work!
Submitted by Gail Goar chair
S.U.C. Givings Chart inserted here

Caribbean Workers Outreach Project – Niagara inserted here

Audio/Visual
The video system has been operational for about nine months and it took a lot of teamwork to get it this far. Ed
Breski and I ran all of the wiring from the back of the church to the organ loft to connect the projector to the
computer. Then we had to hang the screen, so with the help of Dan MacDonnell, Fred Ellarby and Ray
Marshall we were able to accomplish that in a few hours. After experimenting with several electronic devices,
we were able to link the front and back projectors to the computer. Tim McCarthy built us a working surface
and seat extension and Dan Taylor installed the proper end connectors on our wires. We were ready to go but
we had one major problem, who was going to program the system weekly. Luckily two very capable ladies,
Karrie Casucci and Glad Klassen, volunteered to help. They loaded in a new program of Easy Worship, ironed
out all of the bugs and got us rolling. Since then Mary Evans has also volunteered to help. Mary goes south for
the winter, Glad has gone south for five weeks and Karrie has taken on a full time employment position so we
were in trouble.
All was not lost, there was a blessing to be had. Bryanna Johnson volunteered to help and being very computer
literate, learned the system in one sitting and is now programming the service each week.
This has really been a team effort and I would like to thank all of these people for their help. I would also invite
you to come and join the team, there is lots to learn and it is a great team to work with.
Bryce Anderson

Property Committee
As always, the Property Committee is a busy bunch. Our primary focus is on our building maintenance and
safety. We tackle the small jobs in and around the building, fixing what needs fixing, conducting preventative
maintenance tasks, replacing burnt out fluorescent fixtures with the new energy efficient ones, and the
inevitable task of replacing the light bulb in the Star way up high in the Sanctuary. Earlier in the fall we
converted all the hallway and entranceway light bulbs over to LEDs, we took advantage of the hydro grants
reduced prices on the new LED bulbs. The hallways and entranceways are much brighter now. Just before
Christmas, we took to the “sky” and replaced all the floodlights that illuminate the front of the Sanctuary.
Again, we replaced the old incandescent bulbs with the new LED bulbs. The results were dramatic, there is no
heat radiating from the new bulbs, and there should be no need to change them anytime soon as the life
expectancy of these bulbs is about 10-15 years and better still, Dan and Ray can see their music now (a win-win
for everyone). Our Committee members are always up to something, from fertilizing the lawns, gardening,
repairing and painting rooms, fixing bathroom fans to being present for all building and safety inspections and
getting repair quotes. Thanks to all of the Committee.
Looking ahead, 2018 looks to be a very different year for the Property Committee. I have had the pleasure of
serving the needs of this committee and supporting the Church in this capacity, but I regret that Kathy and I will
be moving out of Niagara Falls in March and following our dreams to live in Nova Scotia.
As always, if you have any concerns or comments, or if you would like to be on the Property Committee, please
talk to any committee member.
Members are: Paul Patterson, George Bethune, Chris Beal, Joan Mackenzie, Dan MacDonnell, Dan Taylor, Dan
Monteith, Richard Lambert and Bruce Olsen.
Respectfully Submitted, Bruce Olsen, Chair

Cookie Exchange
I would like to report on our annual cookie exchange in December each year before church. All are invited and
it is a very quick procedure. We lay out the cookies and take as many as you bring. This makes a great mixture
for Christmas socializing. We usually get 6-10 participants.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool
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Turkey Dinner
The 70th Annual Turkey Dinner was held on October 28th, and I am proud to say, it was another success!
Although our numbers were down a little from last year, we still served 333 dinners. Making this dinner a
success means a lot of volunteers must be involved and I can’t thank them enough for everything they do. There
is a very helpful and cooperative Team that drives the success of this dinner year after year, and without them,
we would not be able to have a successful dinner. Once again this year, Bob Jamieson was our “Procurement”
volunteer. Bob shops around securing the best deals on turkeys that he can get, as well as driving all over the
city picking up food and supplies for the dinner. A special thanks to Bob for all of his time and efforts. Again,
this year we were again fortunate to have Chef Dave Berggren volunteer to cook all of the turkeys at his place
of employment. What a huge relief this is to have Dave undertake this task, and I thank him for that.
Also this year we ran a very successful Turkey Sponsorship Program again. This is a huge fundraising initiative
for our Church, a special thanks to all who sold tickets and sponsorships on the Sunday mornings after Church
leading up to the dinner. The monies raised from the generous donors through the sponsorship program totaled
$4,525.00. Turkey Sponsors will receive a charitable tax receipt from Willo.
Bob Cattanach was our Treasurer for the dinner. This year we decided to close the “Men’s Club” bank account
and all the receipts and disbursements for the dinner were managed through the Church Treasurer Ray Marshall.
Thanks to Ray for doing this.

We are presently looking for a new Turkey Dinner Coordinator to run this year’s dinner in October. If you are
interested in taking this challenge on, please see me or Harvey.
Respectfully submitted, Bruce Olsen, Coordinator
…
Respectfully submitted by Bruce Olsen with the assistance of Ray Marshall and Bob Cattanach

Rental Committee
This committee of Ray Marshall, Barbara Cole and I meet as needed to give support or changes to our rental
procedures. Sharon MacDonnell carries out all the directions for those looking to rent part of our facility.
She also keeps a monthly calendar by the gym door of all that is going on in our building day by day. Rental
rooms are a good fund raiser for us.
The church was very busy this year with our own activities and all the rentals, especially Yoga Classes and the
Niagara Adult Learning Centre.
We were saddened with the passing of Carm, one of the owners of the Pettit Nursery School and After School
Program and the closing of this wonderful daycare facility that we shared our building with for so many years.
We welcome our newest long term renter, Transitions Canada, and wish them all the best as they start up their
new business.
Submitted by Paisley Janvary-Pool
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Transitions Canada
As we reflect on this past year, some will observe they have developed a new truly accepting relationship with a
senior or an individual with a developmental disability and see how profoundly they have influenced their life.
These relationships occur through an intellectual and emotional culture in our society that is inviting, accepting,
and values the contributions of all people. Inclusion is just as important for those without a disability as for
those who do for personal growth, full humanity and the quality of our society.
TRANSITIONS CANADA was founded to provide services for seniors and life skill training for persons that
have an intellectual/developmental disability. We are deeply committed and take responsibility in our
community to share our strengths with those that need support to develop and maintain mutually contributing
and positive relationships. We work to provide supports that eliminate barriers to acceptance and emphasize
abilities so that all are welcomed in the community and are seen as valued citizens with full inclusion. These are
the true measure of happiness.
Following our mission to provide supports that reflect the individuals changing needs and to enhance their
opportunities to participate in their home communities and attain their best quality of life we provide the
following services:
Senior Services – transition services, day program respite, organizing and decluttering, light shopping,
appointments, meal and medication checks.
Transition Services for individuals with disabilities - we help individuals transition through the complex move
from youth to young adult, to employment, further education or more independence in living and daily
activities.
Day Program & Respite – individuals can attend half day or full days, one or more days a week.
Home Management Training – we will assist the participant in developing skills required for more
independence and safety in the home.
Life Skill Training - Each day follows a different theme, with a wide variety of topics and activities within that
theme. Our program offers diverse activities and topics according to participant goals and needs. Each class is
unique. Participants are welcome to attend half or full days and any number of days during the week/month.

Through volunteer openings we invite the leaders in our community to share their giftedness, skills and
strengths with us. Our participants of different abilities can gain experience in a safe and welcoming
environment. We look forward to seeing you so we can practice our socialization and conversation skills as well
as learn new hobbies and ways to gain health and wellness. Through your support, participants can learn new
skills and have a greater chance at full inclusion in their community.
As we close out the year we would like to thank all those who attended our open house showing support for our
program and welcoming us to the church community. We look forward to seeing you in the new year.
Rose Quong

Yoga
It's been two years since we began practicing Restorative Yoga in the fellowship room 2 times a week!
Eventually we moved to our own private studio downstairs where 3 to 4 classes a week have been running since
September 2017!
Young adults from the Niagara Adult Learning Centre here at the church also enjoy a short yoga class weekly.
What a wonderful space we have, with a lovely group of men and women who recognize the need to take the
time for ourselves.
Come join us soon! Just wear comfy clothes and bring your energy!
See you on your mat soon! Namaste 🙏
Kristyn Schram

WOMEN’S GROUPS:
Joy Unit
Leader: Cathy Purdy

Secretary: Janet Kaine

Treasurer: Ruth Grandoni

st

We meet on the 1 Wednesday morning of each month at 9:30am. We begin with coffee and goodies, followed
by a devotional. Speakers, quizzes, book reports and varied programs and lots of laughs are some of our
activities. Here are some brief outlines.
In January, Cathy welcomed 18 ladies and 2 guests, Sarah Patterson (Bev’s daughter-in-law) and Kelly Miller
(Pauline Anderson’s daughter). Pauline Anderson led the devotional, reading from the book “Simple
Abundance”. Kelly Miller was the speaker. She was a consultant from “Steeped Tea” which appeared on
Dragon’s Den. Kelly explained the “do’s and don’ts” of drinking and serving tea. It was great fun and we all
received a package of various flavours of tea.
In February, Eleanor Cattanach led the devotional and program. Stamford Lane and the United Church of
Canada had a project. It was to bring clean water to Pikangikum, an Aboriginal settlement in Northern Ontario.
Eleanor was very aware of these problems in Pikangikum. She and her family had lived in nearby Red Deer.
She spoke of the problems she endured. The water was “reddish” tainted by ore deposits. The water could not
be used for bathing, washing, cooking or drinking. This same problem has affected Pikangikum for years.
Eleanor really enlightened us about this situation.
In March, 19 ladies and 3 men came to JOY. Gay Douglas was our speaker. She has a company called “One
Source – Moving Solutions for Seniors”. Gay began with a quiz to see how much stuff we accumulate. Then
she gave great information on smart downsizing and smooth moving. Sheila Hosking gave the devotional
centering on our first Nations and the difficulty they have with funding.
In April, a devotional on Spring was given by Vera Todd and Bev Patterson. Our program presentation was
given by Cathie Ellarby. At our request she spoke of her early life and family and the travel she experienced
through her ministry. JOY Unit appreciated getting to know Cathie better.
In May, Cathy Purdy began by explaining the letter J.O.Y. - Jesus 1st – Others 2nd – Yourself last. Anne Arnott
and Pauline Anderson presented a devotional on “How People Think of God”. Barbara Arseneau’s program

was about hymns no longer in the United Church Hymn Book. Later the members joined Barbara in singing
some of those beloved hymns.
In June, we all enjoyed a lunch at the Caroline Wine Cellars in Virgil.
In September, Cathy organized a special celebration for Canada’s 150 th birthday (1987-2017). The devotional
was shared by Jean Chagnon, Barbara Arseneau and Anna Scobie and the theme was “God is our refuge and our
strength”. While enjoying coffee, the members completed a jigsaw puzzle of the map of Canada. Three
members read the program. Willo Morningstar read a poem about days when we were young. Then Eleanor
Cattanach described life for all of us born before 1945. Cathy Purdy finished by describing the changes we’ve
witnessed sine our Centennial year 1967, pointing out that, “that Canada” does not exist anymore.
We completed the program with a quiz on Canadian trivia. All were given a Centennial pin.
In October, Joanne Hicks gave the devotional using Luke 10 about refugees in the Bible. Our speaker Rose
Amer discussed “Refugees – the Plan and the Process”. Rose was born in Pakistan to very strict Muslim
parents. Rose became a Christian in 1984. She moved to Africa for 2 ½ years. In 2002 she came to Canada.
Rose has become the chair of the Refugee Board. Her office is in the basement of the former Lundy’s Lane
Church.
In November, Ruth Grandoni prepared the devotional using readings from Helen Steiner Rice and Corrie Ten
Boom. Carol Mae Maidens talked about the ongoing program called “Schools in Bloom”. This is a
competition each year between schools. Caro Mae encouraged us to pass this activity on to our grandchildren
by helping them plant a garden.
- 22 In December, for our final meeting of 2017, we all met at the church. Ruth Grandoni had set up a video entitled
“Chalk Talk” done by an Amish artist. It was fascinating to watch her sketch a Christmas Nativity scene so
beautifully while hearing the story and music in the background.
Then we travelled to Betty’s Restaurant to enjoy a Christmas luncheon.
Respectively submitted: Cathy Purdy

Good News Unit
Leader:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sharon MacDonnell
Carolyn Monteith
Jacki Hackett

GNU holds their meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7pm at member’s homes or at the church.
We have an average of 12-15 in attendance. We share our faith, friendships and social time together. There is
usually delicious food too.
Some of highlights of our past year’s activities:
- We enjoy watching movies together, so this year we had two movie nights.
- We held our annual chili/trivia night with silent auction, which was a huge success and enjoyed by all.
- Seems we really love food. We had a few potluck dinners, a tea party and went to Chatters for dinner.
- For our crafty side of things, Norma Irani had us making beautiful stars using old Christmas cards and
Jane Shores had us building mini gingerbread houses out of graham crackers.
- Chris Watling organized the outreach part of our year. After reading the book “100 Dresses” we
gathered new or gently used dresses and completed each one with accessories and a gift card to Payless
for shoes. These complete outfits were donated to ladies to wear with confidence to job interviews and
to have something nice to wear to work.
- We ran a very successful bake table at the Christmas Arts & Craft Show. Thanks to Julia MacKenzie
for once again organizing this show and to all the ladies that donated baked goods for us to sell.

Our year ended with our group hosting the Annual Advent Lunch & Communion for all the ladies of the
congregation to enjoy.
Please feel free to come out and see what we are all about. We would love to have you join us.
Kindly summited by Sharon MacDonnell, President
…
Respectfully submitted
Jacki Hackett, Treasurer

Adult Chancel Choir
Stamford Lane United Church’s adult chancel choir which is composed of members from High School age to
retirees rehearses every Thursday from 8:00 to 9:15 PM for Sunday services and special concerts. There are
always openings for full or part time members who enjoy singing in a group. Speak to our director of music
Marjorie Slinn if you would like to join our very faithful and hardworking choir.
Our choir was involved in two special concerts this year. The first one occurred on May 21 when all former
members of “The Harmony Singers” were invited to help lead the Sunday Worship Service. The Service started
with Barbara (Chagnon) Ely playing her flute in a duet with our director of music Marjorie Slinn on the organ
for the Prelude and Don Cassano played an organ solo for the Recessional at the end of the service. The
Reverend Tim Graham and Reverend Kathi (Moote) Philips assisted with the ministry of the Service. The
Harmony Singers and our choir, all being led by Marjorie, sang several musical selections throughout the
Church Service in honour of Canada Day.
The other concert that our choir was involved in took place later in the year on November 12 at Stamford Lane.
It was a celebration of Canada’s 150th Anniversary of Confederation. The concert was called “Proudly We
Praise”. It was a Salute to Canada through Sight, Sound & Song presented by The Rainbow Ringers and a Mass
Choral Ensemble under the direction of Marjorie Slinn. The concert was well attended with invitations sent out
to three political dignitaries. Our Ontario MPP Wayne Gates, our Federal MP Rob Nicholson, who was
represented by his son, and Niagara Falls Mayor Jim Diodati, who was represented by city Counselor Wayne
Campbell. The concert commenced with Niagara Falls’ own Authentic Town Crier, Pat Sirianni who welcomed
everyone and declared the year 2017 as the year to celebrate Canada’s 150th Anniversary. The singers included
our own choir and other church choirs and choral groups including Chorus Niagara, Choralis Camerata and the
‘J’ Singers. The guest soloists were David Diston, Ian Speck, Debra Kingsley, Annie Clegg and Alissa
Raimondo. The piano accompanist for the concert was Gillian McKechnie and the other instrumentalists were
Alexander Kelley, Barbara Eley, Greg Rodman, Mark Slinn and our own members of the Rainbow Ringers
Handbell Choir. We all appreciated the photographic talents of Janis (Mottershead) Young, who matched the
words of all the songs from “Proudly We Praise” to corresponding images of our country.
Those of you who have been unable to attend church services every Sunday are missing out on the wonderful
variety of sacred musical presentations provided by all the choirs, bell ringers, musicians and occasional guest
artists. If you would like to listen to any of the past Sunday church services, CDs of each service are available
for loan from the church office.
Respectively Submitted, Donald King

…Respectfully submitted, Marion Lennox

The Praise Team
The Praise Team has had a lot of fun. That’s part of our plan and we work hard at it. We have had a good year,
helping the congregation celebrate in worship. We have had a number of opportunities to sing and look forward
to growing in 2018. We invite all those who sing in the shower, sing in the car, or sing to their pets. Take a
chance, come out Sunday morning at 9:00 and sing with us. See how you can be part of our ministry.
Fred Ellarby

Children’s Choir
The children's choir is alive and well, thanks to the efforts of our assistant director Sara, who gives music
lessons through fun and games. We meet regularly each week and sing each month in the church service. We
now have 10 very delightfully active and exuberant young children, and 5 senior girls who mentor and
demonstrate good vocal techniques, but also form their own teen choir. They can master harder sections in the
music, or sing on their own.
We participated in the Kiwanis Music Festival last Spring and took part in the Christmas play on December 24.
We welcome any and all children between the ages of 6-14, so come on out and join us on Saturday mornings.
Marjorie Slinn, Director of Music

Rainbow Ringers
After 37 years of leading our choir, Mrs. Slinn’s legs may move a bit slower but her arms are still amazingly
fast! For the last two years the choir has had no changes, but this year we are losing Bruce Olsen, a very able
ringer at any position. (He also carried many bell cases whenever we played!) Good luck Bruce and Kathy,
who also rang with us a few years ago. Ringers remaining are Ray Marshall, Dan Monteith, Bob Chagnon,
Noreen Bradshaw, Carolyn Monteith, June Slee, Naomi Kelley, Sharon MacDonnell, Laura Sparkman, Bryanna
Johnson and Mary Dempsey. We have a new young percussionist, Alexander Kelley that helps us out.
This year, with the help of grants from our church and Presbytery, ten of us, plus Mrs. Slinn, attended the
OGEHR Festival “United We Ring from C to C to C”, held at McMaster Univ. in Hamilton. In May we rang a
concert of the pieces learned, in our church. We were pleased to present the proceeds to Project SHARE. In
November Mrs. Slinn directed a Salute to Canada 150, presented by our senior choir, our bell choir, plus other
special performers. In December, we participated in the Christmas Concert in church. 2017 was a good year.
…
Respectfully submitted by Noreen Bradshaw

Java 98
We had 66 musicians perform from Jan - Dec 2017, 50 actual acts, which includes a few duos, a trio, and a quad
but doesn’t include the members from Treblaires that sang in May. The numbers doubled from the previous
year! We changed things up a bit by extending our season last year into May; we began a month early in
October and dropped the December coffee house.
This outreach activity owes a multitude of thanks to the dedication from each of the volunteers that assist from
month to month. Committee members included Rev. Harvey Tobey, Dan MacDonnell, Ray Marshall, Lynn
Marshall, Dan Monteith and Carolyn Monteith. Sharon MacDonnell and Doug Craig regularly volunteer and
we’ve had some additional help from Cathie and Fred Ellarby, Michelle Monteith, James Kinman and Dan
Wheeler.
Our sound technician, Cameron Lee, has been nothing short of spectacular. He and his dad travel in from
Welland to set up our sound at each coffee house. We were able to provide a letter of recommendation to
Cameron, as requested in December. He is applying to colleges to pursue his education in the music field. We
wish him every success.
- 25 There are many that have contributed desserts, words of encouragement, knowledge with equipment and of
course our supportive audience members and we thank each of you as well.
Through the monies raised from admissions and kitchen sales from Nov 2016 – May 2017 season, we were able
to make two $750 donations to Alzheimer of Niagara and Young Carers Initiative, respectively. Providing
funds to local charities assisting with mental health concerns.

We look forward to hosting these coffeehouses for you and our community at large. Please keep us in mind and
if you haven’t attended yet, give it a try, you’ll be amazed at the local talent that abounds, some within our own
church community.
Respectfully submitted, Mary MacDonnell

Tri-M
January 27, 2017 Tri-M members and guests enjoyed a delicious meal of lasagne, salad and Italian bread with
carrot cupcakes for dessert as well as tea and coffee. Dan Monteith and Ray Marshall led us in singing “This
Land is Your Land” as the theme of the evening was to celebrate the start of Canada's 150th Anniversary.
Barbara Tobey gave the devotion. She read from Mathew 22 and continued with the story of Ruth. Barbara
spoke about their family trip across Canada and closed with prayer. Other members spoke about trips they had
taken in Canada. President's Carol and Jim Sauder spoke about their cross Canada trip they drove in 2010 in
their '31 Ford with “The Canadian Coasters.” The meeting closed with the singing of the Tri-M benediction.
February 24, 2017 was hosted by Willo and Larry Morningstar's group a Valentine Pot-Luck Social Evening.
Tables were decorated with single rose centrepieces donated by Lynn Marshall. Pat Billingsley had devotional
“Will you be my Valentine?” based on John 21 when Jesus questioned Simon Peter three times saying, “Do you
love me?” Willo led a great mixer game. Four groups were given newspaper, scotch tape, scissors and staplers.
Costumes were designed for a couple from each group. There were Beauty and the Beast, Robin Hood and
Maid Marion, Adam and Eve, Raggedy Ann and Andy, a fun and creative evening. The meeting closed with the
singing of the Tri-M benediction.
March 24, 2017 was hosted by Jackie Hackett and Ruth Grandoni's group. Reverend Harvey had a prayer of
thanks and praise and introduced our movie which was Noah. We enjoyed popcorn and fruit drinks during the
movie. A fun evening which closed with the singing of the Tri-M benediction.
April 28, 2017 was Tri-M's 60th Anniversary celebration held at the Delphi in Niagara Falls. President Jim
Sauder welcomed 91 members and guests. Members of the Tri-M executive spoke on what Tri-M has meant to
them, as well as some former and current members. During dessert, candles were lit and we sang Happy
Anniversary to us. After dinner Willo Morningstar reminded us that Reverend Carlysle Husser was the founder
of the Club with the important provision that it was not to be a money-making club and that there would always
be a devotion at every meeting. All ministers who followed have been members of the Club. Reverend Harvey
led a prayer remembering the Tri-M members and President Carol Sauder read the list of members who have
passed before us. Roger and Cathy Purdy gave a meaningful devotion and Cathy read a poem that Bob Chagnon
had written from a previous Anniversary, Roger closed in prayer. Two couples were married 38 years ago on
this day, Carolyn & Dan Monteith and Marilyn & Cris Beal. Willo introduced the entertainer for the evening,
Ron Dewberry with the accompaniment of his wife Janice; we were entertained with many songs from the
past—Frank Sinatra, Louis Armstrong, Dean Martin just to name a few. Some danced and all enjoyed listening.
It was a wonderful evening with good friends and much appreciated planning by Willo.
May 26, 2017 was hosted by Ruth Buchanan and Helen Macdonald's group. Jean Chagnon prepared devotional
“All about Mothers after Mother's Day” and Helen presented it. Our guest speaker was Dr. Richard Merritt. Dr.
Merritt had a slide presentation and spoke on the history of our area and the significant role that the Six Nations
- 26 and native allies played in supporting the British and Canadian compatriots at the Battle of Queenston Heights
and War of 1812. Dr. Merritt was instrumental in the building of the memorial at Queenston Heights called “the
Landscape of Nations” it's Ontario's only outdoor (free) adventure museum. This memorial recognizes the
efforts, contributions and sacrifices of the native allies made for Canada in the War of 1812. Members then
enjoyed pie and ice cream in the gym and closed with signing the Tri-M benediction.
September 22, 2017 was hosted by Willo and Larry Morningstar's group. Margaret Loney gave a thoughtful
devotion on Personal Walls or Bridges. Walls are negative, such as fear or worry, whereas bridges are positive,
as unafraid and confident. Barbara Cole closed in prayer. Speaker for the evening was Bill Helneczi from

Pathstone, the Children's Mental Health Agency. He gave an informative and interesting talk explaining the
services of Pathstone, Niagara Children's Development Centre and Niagara Centre for Youth Care. They have
an 85% success rate. Members then enjoyed refreshments in the gym and closed by singing the Tri-M
benediction.
November 17, 2017 was hosted by Ruth Buchanan and Helen Macdonald's group. Helen gave a meaningful
devotion on heroes of the Bible and continued with heroes of our day and Remembrance Day and closed with
prayer. Our speakers for the evening were Scott Findlay and Peter Martin who came in costume of medics of
the Great War. They gave a very interesting and informative talk with a presentation on their visit to Vimy
Ridge Memorial for the 100th Vimy Ridge Commemoration. Members then enjoyed muffins and jam in the
gym and closed with singing the Tri-M benediction.
December 8, 2017 was our Christmas Party held at the church and catered by Classic Caterers of Niagara.
Members enjoyed a roast beef dinner and delicious desserts. President Jim Sauder welcomed everyone.
Reverend Harvey held a moment of silence for members who have passed away and said grace; we then
enjoyed our meal. Ruth Buchanan led a nice devotional, she spoke about what her children thought Christmas
meant through the years and read some wonderful Christmas meanings as well. Ruth led us in prayer. Presidents
Carol and Jim Sauder summarized the Tri-M year and turned program over to Reverend Harvey to install the
2018 Tri-M executive. He had them put on a puppet show to the song “The First Noel”. Cathy and Roger Purdy
had an entertaining sing song for us. Our entertainer for the evening was Laurie Moffatt as “Mrs. Claus” who
recited a politically correct “Twas the night before Christmas” as well as the original version. New Presidents
Vivian Lapp and Marjorie Slinn closed the evening with leading our Tri-M benediction.
Consider joining us for some fun, fellowship and good food at Tri-M throughout 2018 year.
Respectfully submitted by Jim and Carol Sauder

…
Total Membership 69
Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth Buchanan, Treasurer

Trustees Report
Investments
In accordance with our Investment Policy Statement a review of the investments was held with Investors Group.
The Moderate/Conservative portfolio as designed and recommended by our investment manager Ken Hendriks
has far exceeded the portfolio’s stated investment objectives since inception. A review of upcoming projects
resulted in the reallocation of $100,000.00 into a short term investment to ensure the money was there as needed
in 2017.
Renovations
Council approved an additional $80,000.00 in renovations to our church. This brings the approved Projects’ cost
budget to over $330,000.00
- 2016 planned expenditures amounted to a little over $130,000 with actual expenditures of $122,000.00
- 2017 planned expenditures amounted to a little under $150,000 with actual expenditures of $114,000.00
o Projection equipment, lower level bathrooms, and air conditioning completed
o We have Updating of banners, Auditorium sound panels and Ceiling fans pending
- 2019 planned expenditures of $51,000 for a roof may be moved forward based on current/projected
condition of the existing shingles
- Memorial Funds, Directed Funds and Investments were used to complete the 2017 portion of the planned
expenditures

Legacy Giving
We continue to be blessed with the generosity of our Church members. Generous donations were made to
Memorial Funds and specifically to the Renovation Directed Fund. These donations were above the normal
givings for the operation of the church.
Through Legacy Giving, Lundy’s Lane UC passed along the “Fisher Fund” from William Dolby and Ethel Clara
Fisher. The “Fisher Fund” is directed to the Christian Education and Development of young people associated
with the church.
Our Council has approved the formation of a Planned Legacy Giving committee. Legacy gifts will help fund our
congregation’s ongoing ministries, build our reserves, facilitate new ministry programs and opportunities and
help our congregation in the future. Our committee will work with the United Church regional Stewardship and
Gifts Officer in developing our Planned Legacy Giving program.
If you are interested in making a difference in the financial future of Stamford Lane United Church please speak
to Reverend Harvey Tobey or Dennis Gilmore.
Land Registry
With the amalgamation of Stamford United and Lundy’s Land United the council approved the Trustees to obtain
the registry of our land under the name of Stamford Lane United Church. To do this we must prove that we hold
legal title to the land.
 We have obtained the June 23, 1926 deed to lot #31 that the church sits on. This deed shows James Depew
as the Grantor and the Trustees of Stamford United Church as the Grantees. James Depew offered the site
and $10,000 toward the building of the church.
 We have obtained the January 23, 1938 deed to lot #32 where the manse once occupied and is now a
parking lot. This deed shows Janet Ann Mitchell as the Grantor and the Board of Trustees of The First
United Church Stamford as the Grantees. Janet Ann Mitchell offered this site at a cost of $8,000.
o We are currently working with Becky Peters of Martin, Sheppard Fraser LLP to clear up the legal
issue of the two different names used as the Grantees on lot #31 and lot #32
o Once this is done we will ensure the property will be registered under the name of Stamford Lane
United Church.
Respectfully submitted – Dennis Gilmore, Chair of Trustees
Project Costs Chart - inserted here

Church Givings for 2017
51 families gave “0
16 families gave under $25.00
8 families gave $25.00 to $50.00
9 families gave $50.00 to $100.00
71 families gave $100.00 to $500.00
33 families gave $500.00 to $800.00
15 families gave $800.00 to $1,000.00
18 families gave $1,000.00 to $1,200.00

21 families gave $1,200.00 to $1,500.00
6 families gave $1,500.00 to $2,000.00
21 families gave $2,000.00 to $3,000.00
7 families gave $3,000.00 to $4,000.00
2 families gave $4,000.00 to $5,000.00
1 family gave $5,000.00 to $6,000.00
2 families gave $6,000.00 to $8,000.00
1 family gave over $8,000.00

Submitted by Willo Morningstar
Treasurer of Church Givings

The Fundscrip Program
Previous Balance $622.67 Credits $472.95 Shipping - $21.09 Received $753.70 Balance $320.83
Thank you to Barb Tobey and Mary Dempsey for looking after the purchase and delivery of these gift cards.
Total earnings over 5 years $3,685.97.

Finance Committee Report
Our Committee continued its practice of meeting prior to each Council Meeting. At the meeting, both income
and expenses for the past month are reviewed. When asked, we provide guidance to the Church Council on
financial matters. As well, it is our duty to lead the budgeting process, which we have done with input from the
other Council Committees.
Once again we thank our assistants, Council Members and former Council Members, who have cheerfully
helped us prepare the bank deposit each week. With the closing of our local TD Bank on Sundays, we have
moved to using “night deposit” bags each week. This ensures that our offerings are secure. We want to
especially thank Willo, who organizes and reminds our “counters” each week.
In 1 Peter 4:10, St. Peter writes “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” Stamford Lane is fortunate to have so many faithful
stewards – and the many forms your stewardship takes.
The Church Council continued with 2 major projects this year – Air Conditioning in the Sanctuary and
washroom renewal in the lower level. We need to thank Rev. Tobey for guiding us through these two major
projects with a minimum of disruption. We didn’t plan on roots invading our sewer line, but fortunately
insurance covered most of the costs with that flood last spring.
We continue to encourage you to participate in the PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) program as a method to
contribute to Stamford Lane United. We do have “PAR” cards for those who wish to have something to place
on the offering plate as it is passed. If you wish to receive more information or to subscribe to PAR, please
contact any member of the Finance Committee and we will get you the information to register.
Stamford Lane United is most fortunate to have a strong team working diligently on our behalf. Our deepest
thanks go to all the committee members – Bryce, Anne, Reg, Sue, Marion, Leslie, and Willo.
Looking forward to 2018, there are more projects to be planned and executed. Our proposed operating budget is
increasing by a little more than 9%. This is largely due to the Council’s desire to keep our employees ahead of
the minimum wage (which is increasing more than 20% in January). Please prayerfully consider your weekly
offerings. We invite you to show your gratitude to our God that has given us all so much.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Finance Committee
by Tim Zavitz & Ray Marshall
Financial Statement here

