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SALMON POISNONING DISEASE 
-  

Salmon Poisoning Disease is a potentially fatal condition seen in dogs and is primarily seen in the 

Pacific Northwest.  The disease is caused by neorickettsial helminthoeca, a bacteria which resides in a 

parasitic fluke called nanophyetes salmincola.  The fluke infects salmon, trout, and other anadromous fish 

(fish that swim upstream) and resides in the muscle of those fish.  When dogs ingest the raw fish, the flukes 

break free and attach to the intestinal lining of dogs.  When this occurs, the rickettsial bacteria are released 

and absorbed into the dog’s bloodstream and infects the dog’s white blood cells.     

 Clinical signs usually occur 7-10 days after exposure to infected fish and vary from patient to patient. 

Common signs include fever and lethargy, loss of appetite, vomiting, diarrhea (with or without blood), 

dehydration, depression and enlarged lymph nodes. Thankfully, Salmon Poisoning is treatable if it is caught 

in time. Your dog does not have to go to the river or beach to be infected. If you have a dog that wanders 0r 

raids trash cans and you are unsure what they have eaten, consider the possibility of salmon poisoning. 

Diagnosis is usually made with a fecal sample, bloodwork may be recommended. Treatment usually includes 

hospitalization and IV fluid therapy. Supportive care to aid in nausea and to decrease the fever may also be 

used. Treatment of the rickettsial bacteria is done with an antibiotic while treatment for the fluke is done 

with an antiparasitic medications.           

 If discovered and treated early enough, the prognosis for a full recovery is good. Many dogs respond to 

the treatment quickly, showing improvement in just a few days. However, if left untreated, salmon poisoning 

can be fatal. If you suspect your dog has been exposed to an infected fish, call you veterinarian right away. It 

is also important to remember that just because your dog has been infected once with the fluke, doesn't mean 

that they are completely immune to future infections!             -Deidra 

 

FACT: 

The first record of salmon 

poisoning was reported in 

1814 when a writer for 

Henry’s Astoria Journal 

noted the death of dogs 

after eating raw salmon. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CHECK 

OUT OUR WEBSITE AT: 

www.myrtleveterinaryhospital.com 

Salmon Poisoning Pacific Northwest 2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROOMING TIP OF THE MONTH 
Regular brushing is great, regardless of the length of your pet’s coat. It 

removes dead hair, distributes the natural oils for a clean and healthy coat, 

stimulates the surface of the skin, sloughs off dead and dry skin, and helps 

you become very familiar with your pet’s body.  Brushing is also a great way 

to prevent mats in your pet’s fur. Mats are very uncomfortable for your pet 

and if they are left to continue matting, they can cause skin infections which 

are extremely painful and are expensive to treat. You should brush your short 

haired pet at least once a week and brush your long haired pet daily or at 

least every other day. Be sure to brush everywhere including under the belly, 

armpits, legs, and behind the ears. Turn brushing into a positive occasion by 

offering your pet treats before, during, and after brushing. 

 

Tigers Weight Loss Journey! 

Thanks to the help of HILLS 

PET NUTRITION and Dr. Niki at 

Myrtle Veterinary Hospital, Tiger has 

continued to have success on his 

weight loss journey.  Tiger has lost 

4.3 LBS so far! 
Tiger has 

become more 

active and 

playful at home.  

He is enjoying 

time outside 

and lots of new 

toys!  

CHECK OUT OUR K9 TRAINING 
Summer is sure coming to a close fast.  All the chaos of the 

summer is now changing and we are getting ready for the 

fall.  Which also means our Obedience Classes will start up 

again at the end of October.  If you notice your dog needing 

some extra help with manners give us a call and sign up for a 

class! 

We are also offering a new class “Rally Free” which means 

Obedience behaviors mixed with dog tricks and behaviors 

added to music.  “Rally Free” will help make your obedience 

skills even stronger while strengthening your working 

relationship between you and your dog.  Not to mention 

you’re having fun.  Fun is the key to good training.  Check 

your calendar and call 541-559-0115 for information! 

Francie – K9 Trainer Happy 

Tail, Happy Dog 

FREE WELLNESS EXAM FOR NEW PATIENTS 

DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

15% off Groom for Pets with no Mats  


