“How long?” 


is more than just a question for a road trip.  

It is actually one of the great questions of Scripture.  


“How long, O Lord?”  



I asked it as I was searching for a church.  



I asked it when I was looking for a partner to share my life with.  



We all most likely asked it during the lock down for COVID.  

There are two sides to the question.  


The first is, 



we are enduring something 



and wondering when it will come to an end.  


The second is, 



there is hope that it will come to an end.  



Something or someone 




will bring the suffering to an end.

It is to this second aspect 


that our second vision speaks today.  

What will bring the suffering and pain to an end?  


We are given a vision that has details to it, 



but details that are non-descript 



and leave the interpretation very wide open.  

So my plan of exploration is to go through this vision in two waves.  


The first wave giving the various options 



for interpreting the various items in the vision.  


The second wave giving us 



what I see as the most fruitful way 




for us to hear this prophecy today.  



As the words of scripture were written for a particular audience 




at a particular time, 



but the words of scripture still speak to us today as well.

The first image we are given 


is the four horns before Zechariah.  

Depending on your background, 


I could probably get multiple different answers from this group 



on what the horns are.  


Are they animal horns, 


musical instruments, 


parts of a crown, 


or something sticking out of a wall?

If we search scripture for the word “keh-ren”, 


we add onto the pile 



a flask, 



a mountain,



and parts sticking out of the altar.  


As well as a symbol for strength.  

With all of these options, 


it is no surprise that Zechariah immediately asks the messenger, 



“What are these?”

A helpful answer would have been, 


“They are the four horns 



or two bulls that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.”  


“Or the four horns that blew over, 


the horns from the altars, 


or the horns from the crowns of kings that scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”  We are just given keh-ren again however.  


Which tells us that the strength of various imperial nations 



has scattered the once unified nation of Israel.  

As we search for meaning, 


we must not forget that there is meaning in the number 4.  

Just as there were 4 horsemen last week, 


we have 4 horns today 


and 4 craftsmen.  

4 is the number of completeness:  


4 winds, 


4 corners.  

4 is more than just a number, 


it is also an idea.  

This is important to hold close, 


as we wade into this vision.  

Mainly because we ca  get caught up trying to identify everything instead.  


What are the four nations that scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem?  


Was it like in Daniel's vision 



and the nations of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome 




as we have concluded from the symbols used?  

If we enter this realm of 4 as an actual number, 


we run into issues.  

For Babylon and Persia have occurred in the last 200 years for Zechariah, 


but the other two are still 2-500 years out.  

Many of these empires overtook the other.  


Which will give us issues when we move to the craftsmen.  



Is Persia a craftsman or a horn?  

The other solution that was in the commentaries 


was that like the four corners 


or four directions, 



Israel was scattered by enemies from all four directions.  

Pick a direction 


and Israel has been in conflict with them.  

Pick a direction today 


and Israel is in conflict with them.

We move onto the craftsmen, 


hoping they could give us some clarity on how to proceed.  
khaw·rawsh is another general term.  


The Authorized version translates it as: “carpenter” 11 times, 


“workman” six times, 


“craftsman” four times, 


“engraver” three times, 


“artificers” twice, 


“smith” twice, 


and “makers” once.  

We understand that it is a workman, 


but we would need to know what kind of tools they have 



before we can discern what kind of workman.  

Just as we tell what kind of workman is coming 


by whether they have a cement mixer, 


a hammer and saw, 


wire clippers and volt meter, 


pipe wrench and pipe cutter, 


mud tray and tape, 


or a brush and roller.  



We know what they do by their tools.  

Our craftsmen are not identified with any tools.  


So we don't know if they are stoneworkers 



who are coming to knock horns off altars 


or butchers coming to cut them off animals.  
What we do know about craftsmen is, 


they were an important and leading part of society.  

They are mentioned as being carried off during the Exile, 


along with the Royal family 


and trusted court advisors.  

What the craftsmen are making tells of the culture of the people.  


The prophets Isaiah, Joel, and Micah 



all call upon the blacksmiths to transform the pruning hooks and plowshares 

into swords and spears, 




and the reverse.  



Depending on the place the country is in.  

We have not moved away from this 2500 years later.  


Are we using our technology to make energy for all 



or to destroy all?  


Are we using drone's to deliver packages faster 



or fire missiles?  


Is our art celebrating the beauty and wonder of creation 



or pointing to the injustices and hypocrisy of our world?  

Craftsmen have a large part to play in the health and well-being of our society.  

Knowing all of this, 


we move to the second wave



what is God telling Zechariah with this vision?  

As already mentioned, 


we could read this as a prediction of the four nations 



that would free Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.  


Then spend the rest of the day figuring out which nation 



or empire are the various first, second, third, 




and then the presumably 4th nation yet to come, 



as Israel is not quite who it is supposed to be.  


This is fun for some, 



but not much impact on most.

If however, 


we take the idea of four being complete, 



and move forward with that, 


we can have something that informs our daily life.  

What this vision would then be telling us is, 


that no matter who rises up against God and his people, 



God will always bring justice.  
That is the only way to explain how any semblance of the the Jewish people exist today.  
They not only exist, 



but as Pharaoh found, 


the more he oppressed them, 



the more numerous they became.  

Despite the oppression, 

the genocide campaigns against them throughout history, 


the Jewish people have continued to grow.  

As part of God's people because of Christ, 


we can take the same encouragement.  

Despite the attacks upon the church through the centuries, 

despite the church's attacks upon herself, 


she continues to grow 



and be a transforming power in the world.

We should also hear clearly how God intends to cut off the horns.  


If we are waiting for a king to come along, 


for our government to make the right policy decisions on their own, 



we are going to be very frustrated.  

Transformation happened at the craftsman level.  


No leader has power 



without the support of those around them handing it to them.  

In Russia, 


Putin is where he is at, 



because he has been a benefit to many oligarchs.  

In the United States, 


change most often comes 



when businesses can see the benefit of it.  


If the artisans bring light upon a businesses harmful practices, 



change that should have happened years ago 




happens overnight.  


Hence, paper, plastic, and now reusable bags.  

Hollywood actors have a voice that we hear often.  


But there are many other sectors 



who make their will known 



and find legislation and change coming because of it.

We always have choices to make.  


There are going to be nations 


trying to overtake other nations 



until Jesus returns.  

At the time, 


it might seem like a good thing.  

But when the ruling nation 

or party oversteps the line of Justice, 


know that God will cause their downfall.  

In the early years of my ministry here, 


I often used the case of Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe 



because of a seminary housemate telling of her families plight there.  Mugabe was first praised as a revolutionary hero of the African liberation struggle 


who helped free Zimbabwe from British colonialism, 

imperialism, 


and white minority rule.  



Mostly done in the 80s and 90s.  

By the 2000s, 


Critics accused Mugabe of being a dictator 



responsible for economic mismanagement 



and widespread corruption 


and human rights abuses, 




including anti-white racism 




and crimes against humanity.  

This once national hero 


was now a war criminal.  

But he was still in office 


with no clear way 



but his death 


as the way to end his rule over his country.  

But in 2017, 


a coup dethroned the 93 year old president 



and he resigned, 


for he no longer had the support of the people.  

He died in 2019.  

Change came, 


even to Zimbabwe.  
Let us remember that change can occur 


anywhere God's people are gathered.  

The change will come not from the leading rulers, 


but from the craftsmen, 



those who build, 



grow, 



and make life function.  

Without being in power, 


we can bring about God's Kingdom.  

Eventually those in power will see it is wise and good 


for them to welcome the Kingdom as well.  

But we have to show them first.  


So that they are willing to put in the time and effort 



of the long journey 



and be willing to wait for however long it takes.
Then I looked up—and there before me were four horns! 19 I asked the angel who was speaking to me, “What are these?” 

He answered me, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” 
20 Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. 21 I asked, “What are these coming to do?” 

He answered, “These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise his head, but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its people.” 
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