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Sunday Worship 8:15am

he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”
Revelation 21:5 (ESV)
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Center - July Calendar & Worship Assistants

Money given in memory of Hazel Nelson and Lorraine Krug
was used to purchase these chairs and table for the altar area.
Special thanks to Tom Nelson and George Krug for their
generosity. The furnishings will be dedicated at a later date.
2

Submitted by Brenda Nernberger
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July News & Events
The June 7th meeting was called to order by acting president,
Marian Nernberger.
Purpose statement was read by Karen Frosch.
Secretaries and Treasurers reports were read and approved to be
placed on file.
Mission report by Carole Jari as she stated that they are now collecting clothes for the Homeless Veterans and for Mexico. They
can be left at church, but call to make sure doors are open before
you plan to drop them off.
Old Business: Discussion was held on the purchase of plants for
honor Sunday. No one knows where it was approved, but were
paid by Welca. Is this a continuing item that needs to be continues
each year?
Report on Spring Rally was all positive. Those in attendance felt
that the theme and presentation were presented in a fun and meaningful way. It was a nice chance to meet Amy Heinz our prospective Pastor.
A motion was made by Barb Krug to reimburse Our Saviour’s account for the amount spent on entertaining Amy the night before
she was at our service to preach as this was a one-time event and
the funds to be from our fellowship amount. 2nd and carried
New Business:
A reminder of the Triennial Gathering July 13-16th. Marian and
Carol Lekies will be going and we do have some kits made along
with hand warmers to be presented to fellow attendees.
Unity asked if we wish to have a joint worship/potluck sometime
in September in the Abbotsford park. This was agreeable with
those in attendance. Discussion by council to follow.
A motion was made to give Hope Hospice $150.00 for gowns and
American Legion will also donate that amount so they can order
20 gowns. 2nd and carried.
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Our Saviour’s Preaching Schedule
July 2 Pastor Nancy Amacher July 23 Pastor Nancy Amacher
July 9 Pastor Nancy Amacher July 30 Pastor Amy Heinz
July 16 Pastor Michael Meier
Amy Heinz Ordination
Thursday, July 13, 2017, 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran, La Crosse,
WI. It will be held at her home congregation of Trinity Lutheran
Church, 1010 Sill St., La Crosse. Plans call for a Dixieland band,
the extremely accomplished organist from her seminary, and a
contemporary song or two. She has told her husband, Mark, to
“blow the roof off the place” with music, and she thinks he is taking her seriously! Amy hopes some members from Our Saviour’s
and Trinity will be able to attend; it would be wonderful to have
representation. If you would like to attend, contact Barb Krug.
The Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held J uly 13-16, 2017, at
the Minneapolis Convention Center, in Minneapolis, Minn. "All
Anew" is the theme. Marian Nernberger and Carol Lekies will be
attending.

Vacation Bible School—July 26, 8am—3pm
Getting S’more of Jesus is this year’s theme. Children ages 3 to 6th
grade. To register contact Barb Krug by July 12.
barbkrug@charter.net or 715-965-5696.

2017 Fall Clothing Drive: June 1—September 1
Mexico Clothing Drive and Homeless Veterans Project
We will be gathering clothes for our Mexico clothing drive from
June 1—September 1. Bring in clean clothes that are in good
shape, sizes children to adult.
We will also collect winter coats, caps or hats, gloves, mittens,
winter vests, and NEW long underwear and WOOL socks for the
Homeless Veterans project.
We will do this now so it won’t interfere with our other
Christmas projects. If you have any questions call Carole Jari.
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Call Process Update

Baptisms

Unanimous vote for pastoral candidate – Both congregations
voted unanimously to extend a letter of call to Pastoral Candidate
Amy Heinz at special Congregation Meetings after the services of
worship on June 18. Ordination will be Thursday, July 13,
6:30pm at Trinity Lutheran in LaCrosse. Supply preachers are
scheduled through July 23, as she and her husband Mark seek to
locate housing in the area to move up from LaCrosse. Pray for the
candidate and spouse.
Pastor Bolstad asked to accept new assignment – Beginning
July 1, Pastor Bolstad will serve Immanuel in Strum and Elk
Creek of Hale. He will take June 24-30 as allotted vacation to relocate. Rev. Nancy Amacher will lead worship at both congregations on June 25.
Thank you—for the farewell reception on June 18, as well as the
cards and gift certificate and the partnership of the gospel during
this past year. God be with you. Pastor Lowell Bolstad

Kason Michael Lindau son of Lynn & Michael Lindau was baptized on Father’s Day, June 18. Sponsor are Katy Zirngible and
Scott Zirngible, Kyle & Britney Lindau. Pastor Nancy Amacher
assisted pastor Bolstad. Pray for this family.

Pastoral Acts and Former Pastors—
When a pastor leaves a congregation, it is not appropriate to
continue to function in the pastoral role. A departing pastor is
not able to preside at baptisms, funerals, or weddings, continue
in counseling relationships with a parishioner, be involved in
the call process or comment on a particular candidate, or influence in any manner the future of the congregation. Therefore, it
is important to understand that Pastor Bolstad can no longer
function in the pastoral role in this congregation following June
30. Adapted from Call Process Booklet – Northwest Synod of
Wisconsin – page 47

Come to worship!
“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go up to the house of
the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
4

Jaxon Wyatt Gudmundson son of Nathalia & Matt Gudmunson
was baptized on June 25 by Pastor Nancy Amacher. Sponsor are
Andrea & Adam Borman and Pat & Jenni Glynn. Pray for this
family.
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What’s in our steeple?
The steeple at Our Saviour’s was
recently refurbished with the help of
Jess Carlson and his crew and Kurt
Staab. Kurt took these pictures.
The bell at Our Saviour’s is
stamped The C.S. Bell Co., Hillsboro, OH.
In 1858 Charles Singleton Bell
started this company in Hillsboro with two employees and a weekly
payroll of $7.00. They processed 8
tons of pig iron the first year and became the largest producer of
big bells in North America. During the peak bell production decade of the 1880’s
they turned out as
many as 20,000
bells each year.
C.S.Bells were
made in diameters
from 12″ through
48″ (in 2″ increments), then the
size jumped to
their largest at
54″. The farm or
dinner bells were
12″ through 18″, the school bells ran from 20″ through 28″, and
their church and fire alarm bells ran from 30″ through 48″, then
jumped to 54″. The school bells were cast with a thinner wall to
give them a higher “dingy” sound so they would not be mistaken
for the church or fire bells.
When was our bell made? Possibly between 1903 and 1904.
According to church history, in 1904 the steeple was built. I’m
guessing the bell was added shortly there after. In all cases, these
farm bells and cast steel bells were not dated nor was the maker’s
name on the bell. The name appears on the yoke from which the
bell is hung as does the bell at Our Saviour’s. Jess & Kurt estimate the bell weighs close to a ton.
The C.S. Bell Company moved to Tiffton, OH and no longer
produces bells. The company bearing the name specializes in
milling and grinding equipment.
Submitted by Carol Lekies
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Joint Council Minutes
Our Saviour’s and Unity
Combined Church Council Meeting - June 2017
The meeting was called to order by Trinity president, Joe.
Present were Ed Rowe, Paula Stroinski, Brenda Nernberger, Kent
Staab, Elaine Hallgren, Carol Lekies and myself. Unity members
present were: Pastor Lowell, Joe Duginski, Dana Phelipps, Cindy
Hardrath, Karen Winkler, Pat Klimmer, Vicky Fishcher, Al Raatz,
janet Gurtner, Doug Newman.

Pastor Lowell read a gospel text. He said a prayer. We introduced
each other.
We discussed the wages, insurance, mileage, for Pastor’s pay from
a worksheet presented to us by the Northwest Synod. Ed made a
motion that we set the mileage at $4,000. and see how that works.
She would not be paid to travel to the churches because that’s going to work. Unity’s, Pat seconded the motion. Ed discussed Pastor’s package for wages, benefits according to Synod guidelines.
Banking will stay the same, at Nicolet.
Pastor Amy’s start date will be the middle of July. She is getting
ordained at her church in La Crosse.
Karen made a motion to close the meeting, Ed seconded.
We closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer.
(Minutes provisional until approved.)
Submitted by Donna Nicks, Secretary

During worship on July
18, Barb Krug lead “a
litany of farewell for
the interim pastor.”
Pastor Bolstad served
as interim for one year.
Father’s Day 2016 to
Father’s Day 2017
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Grace...

Youth News

Grace…unconditional and amazing
“Grace is free or else it’s not grace and you have to use a different word.” It appeared on Facebook and while I tend to dismiss
such sentiments, this one stuck with me. Why? Because it is true.
Grace IS free.
The simple definition of grace is “God’s unconditional love
for us.” The key word here is “unconditional” which means no
strings attached, without conditions. It sounds too good to be true
which is why folks often put their own conditions on grace. They
try to earn or buy God’s love.
A good example is the story of the errant younger son in the
gospel of Luke (15:11-32). This son asks for and is granted his
inheritance from his father. The son goes off to another country
where he indulges in an excessive lifestyle and is soon broke. He
decides to go home; he will beg for pardon and even work for his
father if only for a roof over his head and food in his belly. Before he can get the words out of his mouth, the father runs to meet
him, embraces him, and throws a party. That’s grace.
Often forgotten in the story is the other son. He has lived an
exemplary life, worked hard for his father and now is angry! How
could the father forgive that wayward scoundrel of a son? How
could he! This son cannot fathom a father so full of grace that
there is enough to go around. He wants to limit love to those who
are “good boys.” The father in this story is the very image of God
personifying grace.
Stories of grace abound in real life, too. Five hundred years
ago Martin Luther agonized over how he could be worthy of
God’s love. The answer came to him in these verses from the
writings of the Apostle Paul: “all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; they are justified by his grace as a gift” (Romans
3:23-24). In the late 1700’s John Newton penned the words to the
hymn “Amazing Grace.” Newton had been a slave trader but came
to experience God’s grace and went on to years of ministry in
England. Toward the end of his life, Newton is said to have proclaimed, “My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things:
that I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Savior!”
May today and tomorrow bring us reminders of God’s grace!
Submitted by Pastor Nancy Amacher
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Vacation Bible School
Wednesday July 26, 8am-3pm
Please bring a towel and perhaps a change of clothes as plans are
underway for some water fun. Ages 3—6th grade. Lunch will be
included. Donations being accepted to help cover costs. To register contact Barb Krug: barbkrug@charter.net or 715-965-5696.

Campers shared their experiences with Barb Krug and the
congregation. Learning and
singing camp songs were the
highlights of camp for Abby
Marzinske and Dazie Cynor.
They recently attended Luther
Park Bible Camp near
Chetek, WI.
Camp Scholarships
The education co-mission will pay $100.00 toward any child
going to a multi-day camp. Families are to pay for camp and
then upon completion, they will be reimbursed. Campers are to
attend church the Sunday (or close to it) following their camping
experience to share with the congregation.
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