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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  
CELL PHONE- 507-829-3901 

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.



2024 Immanuel Officers & Board Members

President Steve Haase

Vice President/President Elect Lucas Bayer

Secretary Kathy Stanek

Treasurer Chris Christinson

Elders Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, Ken Mergen

Trustees Kevin Schultz, Ben Louden, Dan Huebner

Board of Education Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp

Board of Stewardship Keith Thorpe, Pam Sittig, Diane Schultz

Board of Evangelism & Missions June Routier, Bev Huebner, Dianna Kelting

Organists Pam Haase, Amber Bayer, Esther Huedepohl             

Pianist Sophia Louden, Sloane McDonough, Elizabeth Koepp

Church Secretary Amber Carnine                

Sunday School Opening Pastor Koepp

LWML Board  President: Pam Haase     
        Treasurer: June Routier     
                        Secretary: Dianna Kelting
 
Altar Guild  Helen Thorpe   
    June Routier  
      Danielle McDonough  
    Pam Haase   
    Pam Sittig
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As we get ever nearer to the election in November, I wanted to take this month 
to put several things before you in preparation for November. May this help in 
your guidance and reflection upon the many issues facing our Nation, our State, 
and our responsibilities as God’s people who live within them.

We confess from the Augsburg Confession: Article XVI Civil Government
1It is taught among us that all government in the world and all established rule 
and laws were instituted and ordained by God for the sake of good order,
2and that Christians may without sin occupy civil offices or serve as princes and 
judges, render decisions and pass sentence according to imperial and other 
existing laws, punish evildoers with the sword, engage in just wars, serve as 
soldiers, buy and sell, take required oaths, possess property, be married, etc.
3Condemned here are the Anabaptists who teach that none of the things indi-
cated above is Christian.
4Also condemned are those who teach that Christian perfection requires the for-
saking of house and home, wife and child, and the renunciation of such activi-
ties as are mentioned above. Actually, true perfection consists alone of proper 
fear of God and real faith in God, for the Gospel does not teach an outward and 
temporal but an inward and eternal mode of existence and righteousness of the 
heart.
5The Gospel does not overthrow civil authority, the state, and marriage but 
requires that all these be kept as true orders of God and that everyone, each 
according to his own calling, manifest Christian love and genuine good works in 
his station of life.

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Pg 5



Pg 6

6Accordingly Christians are obliged to be subject to civil authority and obey 
its commands and laws in all that can be done without sin.
7But when commands of the civil authority cannot be obeyed without sin, we 
must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).

Second, I lift up for your reflection the Guidelines for Crucial Issues in Chris-
tian Citizenship written by the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church 
Relations. They can be found in this newsletter, on the back table, or on the 
LCMS website: https://www.lcms.org/about/leadership/commission-on-theol-
ogy-and-church-relations/documents

As you read, study and pray this month, join me in singing:
 
Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God        LSB 656
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Text: tr. composite
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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November will be picture taking time for 
the new pictorial directory for Immanuel.  

The dates and times for picture taking are: 

Sunday, November 3 
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Immanuel 

Tuesday, November 5
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall

Wednesday, November 6
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall 

Sunday, November 10 
11:00am-3:00pm; 4:00pm-7:00pm at Cory Hall 

The session on Sunday, November 3rd will be in the
fellowship hall at Immanuel.  The other three sessions will 
be held at Cory Hall Photography, 811 4th Avenue, Grinnell.  

Members will be able to order picture packages, 
which will arrive by mid-December.  

Sign-up for picture times will be on 
Sundays, October 13, 20 and 27.  

We will also ask you to proof your names, address, 
phone number, and email address.  

Any questions please contact the Evangelism Committee
Dianna Kelting, June Routier, Bev Huebner
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 

5th & 6th Grade Memory Work
October 2: 2nd and 3rd Commandment and Meaning

October 9: 4th Commandment and Meaning
October 16: 5th and 6th Commandment and Meaning
October 23: 7th and 8th Commandment and Meaning

October 30: Luther Movie

8th Grade Memory Work
October 2: 6th Commandment and Meaning
October 9: 7th Commandment and Meaning
October 16: 8th Commandment and Meaning

October 23: 9th/10th Commandments and Close of Commandments
October 30: Luther Movie
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ALL WOMEN OF IMMANUELALL WOMEN OF IMMANUEL

SO THAT ALL WOMEN, YOUNG AND OLD OF SO THAT ALL WOMEN, YOUNG AND OLD OF 
OUR CONGREGATION CAN ATTEND, LWML OUR CONGREGATION CAN ATTEND, LWML 

WILL BE CONDUCTING ALL FUTURE MEETINGS WILL BE CONDUCTING ALL FUTURE MEETINGS 
ON THE ON THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

STARTING NOVEMBER 10TH AT 10:30am IN STARTING NOVEMBER 10TH AT 10:30am IN 
THE BACK SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM.THE BACK SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM.

THIS WILL GIVE ALL THE WOMEN OF THIS WILL GIVE ALL THE WOMEN OF 
IMMANUEL THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE WHAT IMMANUEL THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE WHAT 

WE DO AT LWML AS WE JOYFULLY WE DO AT LWML AS WE JOYFULLY 
PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT MISSIONS PROCLAIM CHRIST, SUPPORT MISSIONS 

THROUGH PRAYER, MITES AND SERVICE...THROUGH PRAYER, MITES AND SERVICE...
AND HOW YOU CAN TOO!AND HOW YOU CAN TOO!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

“SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS”“SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS”

PSALM 100:2PSALM 100:2
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Newsletter Article – October 2024

“The Singing Church”

Lutherans have historically been called “the singing church.” There is no doubt that 
music has been a major component in the theology and practice of the Lutheran 
church. Luther once remarked about music, “We can mention only one point, name-
ly, that next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise.”1  Music has 
a power and purpose that cannot be understated in our worship and the life of the 
congregation.

But music does more than touch the emotions. Music is a vehicle that carries both 
the musician and the hearer deeper into connection with the truth of the Scriptures. 
This is true of the most complex Bach chorale and even the simplest of songs like 
“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know.” Each musical selection within the church shapes 
the thoughts, minds and faith of the people who experience them. 

This is also true of stewardship hymns. We are currently considering the verses of 
“Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788) as it shapes our under-
standing and practice of stewardship. This month we take a deeper dive into verse 
two:
 Teach us to thank you, Lord, for love and grace
 For life and vision, for a purpose clear, 
 For Christ Your Son, and for each human face 
 that shows Your message ever new and near. 

The stanza begins by touching on the truth of the Law. Thankfulness is not a natural 
posture for fallen humanity. For sinners curved in upon themselves, thankfulness for 
love and grace is something that must be taught. We are those who hoard and clutch. 
Our confession of our shallow thankfulness highlights the need for us to learn 
thankfulness to God. 

Thankfulness also points to what we are stewards of: love and grace! All the things 
we have traditionally called stewardship aren’t actual stewardship. Rather, what 
matters is how we steward the one, true and only treasure: the love and grace of 
God revealed to us in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So, all stewardship is stewardship of 
the Gospel! How can we gaze at the cross and empty tomb and not be thankful?

The LCMS defines stewardship as “the free and joyous activity of God’s family — 
the church — in managing life’s resources for His purposes.” God’s love and mercy 
give us a clear purpose as we live out our Baptism and practice this joyous steward-
ship. All we are, all we have entrusted to us, and all we are called to do is to connect 
others with the love and mercy of God revealed in Jesus!

The faithful steward sings with lips and life of this love and mercy that is ever new 
and near. In the Scriptures. In the Lord’s House. At the Lord’s Table. This is where 
our stewardship song starts and ends. Our family, our co-workers and classmates, 
and our world need to hear this song! 
1 Martin Luther, “Preface to Georg Rhau’s Symphoniae iucundae,” in Luther’s Works, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, 
Helmut T. Lehmann, and Christopher Boyd Brown, vol. 53 (Philadelphia and St. Louis: Fortress and Concordia 
Publishing House, 1955–), 321–322.
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God’s Work in Latvia
A Mock Family Newsletter 

The Fall Semester Is Off!

Twenty-six students from sixteen countries with theological educators across 
three countries have come together for the start of the 2024-2025 academic year 
at Luther Academy. This year sees a large incoming freshman class, or “First 
Years”, along with our first class of seniors (“Fourth Years”) that are nearing their 
graduation. I have been able to sense the excitement as these students come 
together to both start their studies and to continue their studies together.

As First Years, some students haven’t had the opportunity to get their English to 
a confident level of proficiency—especially when it comes to theological terms. 
One suggestion came across my desk regarding enabling the translation of the 
captions that we use for our online classes. Normally, these captions are simply 
in English to match the language that is being spoken during class. Having these 
captions translated in real-time from English into their native language would go 
a long way to bridge the gap in their language needs. I set off to get this feature 
enabled so the students could benefit from this helpful tool. With the help of the 
Office of International Mission (OIM) and the LCMS, we were able to get this 
feature enabled and set up in a short amount of time. The students (myself in-
cluded!) are very excited to have this new tool, which ultimately, due to their in-
creased comprehension of course material and class discussions, will help them 
to become better-trained pastors and church workers.

In other news at the Academy, additional technologically-heavy work is being 
done to shorten the gap between students and their digital library resources. We 
continue to work with providers of these digital libraries to more tightly integrate 
them with our learning management system (LMS), which helps both save time 
and eliminate barriers to these resources.

Family Update
A bit closer to home, the girls have also started their next year of home school. 
The girls enjoy being back in school with their mom as their teacher. We continue 
to look for activities and friendships for 
the girls to get involved in. We also con-
tinue to settle well here and look forward 
to hearing the decision regarding our 
Latvian visas—which should be any day 
now.

Thank you so much for your prayers as 
we continue in the work that God has set 
before us, that the Gospel of Christ and 
Him crucified for the sins of the world 
may be proclaimed.

– Cody, Aurélie, Eva and Moriah
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Monthly Meeting of the Church Council

Sunday, August 11, 2024

The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on August 11th at 8:00 
AM. Present:  Pastor Koepp, Keith Thorpe, Kevin Schultz, Diane Schultz, Chris 
Christinson, Joel McDonough, Markie Koepp Pam Sittig, Luke Bayer, and Kathy 
Stanek.The meeting was called to order and Pastor Koepp opened with prayer. Keith 
motioned to approve the July minutes and Diane 2nd. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

Board of Elders:  Joel McDonough
• Working on membership list.

Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
• All bills have been paid with current balances reflected. 
• Building insurance has been paid for the year.
• Previous Sunday’s deposit was put into savings.

Board of Trustees: Kevin Schultz 
• Electric contractor is waiting for a component to fix the outside cross light.
• Keith & Helen sprayed for weeds in the parking lot.

Board of Evangelism:  June Routier
• Cory Hall is putting together a price list for the fall pictorial directory.

Board of Education:  Markie Koepp
• Sunday School classes begin September 8th.

Board of Stewardship: Keith Thorpe
• Giving is steady with no issues to report.

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Koepp
• Providing spiritual leadership to members of Immanuel church, preparing   
 weekly sermons, preaching, and conducting worship services. Leading Confir-  
 mation and Bible Study classes.
• Counseling/home visits, attending board meetings, visiting sick/shut-ins as   
 allowed and providing Communion to those who cannot attend Sunday Divine   
 service.  

Unfinished Business:  
• The Elders and Trustees prepared a proposed ballot for 2025 board elections
• The Corpus has been ordered and should be here by Christmas.

New Business:  
• Diane motioned to switch the church internet service to MSG. Pam 2nd.  
 Motion carried.

With no other business to discuss Pastor closed in prayer.
Next Council Meeting: September 8th, 8:00 AM

Submitted by:            
Kathy Stanek 


