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For Immediate Release:
Zach Hofer, “Zach Makes Tracks”, Named Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy
Central Ontario: Throughout November, more than 50,000 people across North America, including the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Central Ontario Chapter here in Simcoe County, will celebrate National Philanthropy Day® to pay tribute to the extraordinary achievements that philanthropy—and those involved in the philanthropic process—have made to communities across Canada, the only country to have permanently recognized the day every year.  
In addition to celebrations of so many philanthropic efforts in our community, AFP Central Ontario will present its inaugural Youth in Philanthropy Award. Presented with support from TELUS, the 2018 Award will recognize the extraordinary achievements of Barrie youth Zach Hofer (14), who successfully raised over $100,000 to support the Child and Youth Mental Health program at Barrie’s Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre. In addition to raising funds Zach also built a community of supporters and much-needed awareness for the importance of taking care of our local youth and their mental well-being. 
Zach’s campaign, called “Zach Makes Tracks” started with a goal of $10,000. By the time the campaign ended, Zach had raised $101,000, met the Prime Minister of Canada and galvanized a community of people and businesses who supported his efforts.
Zach’s story is a story of hope for all the youth in our community who struggle with mental health. This message of hope saved lives and is having a lasting impact on how youth, parents, teachers and families talk about what they are doing to support their own mental health.
To celebrate Zach’s selfless contribution, the AFP Central Ontario Chapter and Presenting Sponsor TELUS will host a Philanthropy Day Award ceremony to recognize Zach’s achievements and celebrate the incredibly generous spirit of so many in our community. Details are:
National Philanthropy Day in Central Ontario
Luncheon and Awards Presented by TELUS
Date: 	November 15, 2018
Time:	11:30 am
Where:	Amica at Barrie
		Theatre room
		70 Lakeside Terrace, Barrie ON
Cost: 	AFP Members: $15.00
Community at large: $20.00
Tickets: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3802625
Details:	Networking and a light lunch will be provided, followed by the AFP Central Ontario, Outstanding Youth In Philanthropy Award.

For more information please contact: 
Catherine Johnson, Chair National Philanthropy Day, AFP Central Ontario Chapter
705-252-3883 or email: afpcentralontario@gmail.com 

About AFP Central Ontario: AFP Central Ontario is a chapter of an international association whose mission is to advance philanthropy by enabling people and organizations to practice effective and ethical fundraising. The core activities through which AFP fulfills this mission include education, training, mentoring, research, can we use a different word and advocacy.
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National Philanthropy Day®, officially November 15 every year, pays tribute to the extraordinary achievements that philanthropy—and those involved in the philanthropic process—have made to communities across Canada, the only country to have permanently recognized the day every year. 
More than 100 National Philanthropy Day® events, honouring local donors, volunteers, foundations, businesses and young people for their outstanding charitable work, will be held across North America. 
“Philanthropy brings people together to work on important, common issues affecting each other, and improve the quality of life in our communities,” said Jeanette Haywood. “Service to the community is the foundation of our society, and philanthropy has been responsible for so many incredible achievements—feeding the hungry, finding cures for diseases, building homes and teaching children, to name just a few. It’s critical that we take a moment to remember what philanthropy and Canada’s charitable sector have accomplished, and that’s what National Philanthropy Day is all about.”
Canadians gave approximately $14.3 billion in donations to registered charities in 2014 and volunteered 2.1 billion hours, according to Imagine Canada and the Rideau Hall Foundation’s Thirty Years of Giving in Canada. One-third of Canadians volunteered their time to a charity or nonprofit in the past 12 months, and those that did volunteered approximately 88 hours a year to charitable causes.
“Canadians give billions of dollars to charity every year, but it’s not those numbers that are so impressive,” said Haywood “Rather, it is the impact that we make that defines philanthropy and our charitable work. On behalf of the AFP Central Ontario I want to extend our great thanks and appreciation to everyone who supports charitable organizations in our community. Together, all of us united, we are working to improve the quality of life for all Canadians. Thank you for everything you do!”
The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), which represents more than 31,000 members in over 240 chapters throughout the world, including 3,500 members in 20 chapters across Canada, advances philanthropy through advocacy, research, education and certification programs. AFP fosters the professional development of fundraising professionals and promotes ethical standards in the fundraising profession. For more information, visit www.afpglobal.org. For more information about the AFP Central Ontario chapter visit: http://www.afpcentralontario.org/ 
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