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LAWN CONVERSION
Increasing Public Awareness to Improve Water Quality
Backyard Watershed Retrofits

· The most important things you can do to help protect and restore your neighborhood stream are very simple! 

· Backyard behaviors are just as important as backyard stormwater practices
A common backyard watershed retrofits is lawn conversion
What Is Lawn Conversion?

· Convert lawn or a section of lawn to a more natural state 
· Plant hardy native plant species of grasses, shrubs, wildflowers, and trees

Why Convert Your Lawn?

· Native plants tend to be better adapted to local environmental conditions -- they require less maintenance. 

· Saves time, money, and energy in the long run. 

· Can be used to solve landscaping problems such as shady or wet areas.

How Do I Convert My Lawn?

· Assess site conditions in order to choose appropriate plants. 
· Consider sun exposure, soil texture, pH, fertility, moisture conditions, pest problems, and history of use. 
· Sunny open areas & areas with poor drainage - native prairie or meadow plants. 

· Fertile, moist areas - woodland plants.
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What Should I Use?

· Grasses and sedges. 

· Vines and groundcover. 

· Herbaceous vines and creepers. 

· Shrubs. 

· Trees. 
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