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Forefront Takes the Gold
Forefront, featuring Terre
Haute Chapter members Aaron
and Kevin Hughes, took the gold
at the 2016 International
Convention this past month at the
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville,
TN. They were able to best 58
quartets from around the world to
win the championship. Their win
comes after seven trips to the
championship level, placing
second for the past two years.
The moment was particularly
sweet as the medals were placed around their necks by retiring champions Instant
Classic, their close friends and contest rivals. Forefront mixed American songbook
classics such as “Georgia On My Mind,” powerful ballads such as “It Only Takes A
Moment,” and intricate jazz charts such as “I Got Rhythm” to win all three rounds of
the competition, which opened on Wednesday. They finished with a 93.3% average.
The members of Forefront are: Drew Wheaton, Tenor, Louisville, KY Chapter; Kevin
Hughes, Lead, Terre Haute, IN Chapter; Brian O’Dell, Bass, Greater Central Ohio
Chapter; Aaron Hughes, Baritone Terre Haute, IN Chapter. Congratulations on a job
well done gentlemen!
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BOW Annual Ice Cream Social
The Banks of the Wabash Chorus, Terre Haute's one and only
barbershop chorus, will be hosting an Ice Cream Social on August 20th
from 11 AM - 1 PM at Harmony Hall. Ice cream is free to all who
attend, but donations are greatly appreciated. Performances by the
Chorus will occur periodically throughout the Social. Members need to
arrive no later than 10:15 AM to help setup and warmup. Performance
attire for the day is nice jeans and a white dress shirt.

Time’s Almost Up!
The advertising campaign is quickly coming to an end, and we still
have room for ads in our programs. The campaign ends August 4th,
and it is quickly approaching. If you are still holding on to an ad form
that you’ve been meaning to send in, don’t wait any longer! We’ll even
come pick it up for you if it makes it easier on you. Don’t forget, there
are prizes for members who reach their goal and for top sellers. So, get
out there and sell those ads. There’s not a minute to lose.

In the Community
Over the past month, the BOW Chorus has had the opportunity to
participate in various events in the Terre Haute community that has
brought us some more avid followers and made our presence more
pronounced in the community.
First, on July 15th, the Chorus performed the National Anthem for a
Terre Haute Rex baseball game. We were welcomed by the crowd who
were overjoyed with our singing.
Second, we were offered the opportunity to welcome to the city of
Terre Haute foreign exchange students from Terre Haute’s sister city
Tajimi, Japan. Coordinators of the program were looking for a display
of American music to help welcome them to the city, and what better
display is there than barbershop harmony. Special guests at the event
included VCSC Superintendent Danny Tanoos and Terre Haute Mayor
Duke Bennett. It was a wonderful experience, and truly an honor to
welcome those students to our city.
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The Eight Steps to “YES!”

As presented by Jerry Troxel at CCS University, June 2016
Featured in the July 2016 issue of The Beat

Calendar of Events
BOW Advertising Campaign
Ends August 4, 2016

Achievement

Determination
Confidence

BOW Ice Cream Social
Saturday, August 20, 2016
11 AM - 1 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN

Openness
Teachableness
Desire

Harmony on the Banks
BOW Fall Show
September 10, 2016
Location TBA

Awareness
Stubbornness

What can we learn from the above framework for change?


Change is not always easy; there may be many steps involved.



Each step gets us closer to achievement.



Everyone moves at their own pace up or down the stairway.



It’s a personal journey—no one else can move us from one step to
the next.



We each have a default step, or starting point, for each new
challenge. Our default step may be comfortable to us, but staying on
that step gets us no nearer the top.



This framework is applicable to us in our singing, our leadership
within the chapter and our level of engagement with the financial and
social aspects of our chapter.



The framework is also applicable to our lives outside our chapter—to
our families, our jobs and our relationships.



We need to be patient with others, as they navigate their way up the
staircase to success at their own pace.



This is a self-monitoring process, where we assess what step we are
currently on and what needs to happen next to bring about progress.



We as a chapter strive to provide resources, tools and motivation to
help our members move to the next step in all that we do.



We as a chapter also strive to celebrate each success of our
members and of our chapter.



Achievement is great, but so is the progress that is made as we move
up each step closer to the top and is worthy of celebration as well.

Cardinal District Fall
Convention and Contests
Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 2016
Location TBA

Idle Creek Singout
November 4, 2016

BOW Christmas Show
December 10, 2016
Location TBA

BHS Midwinter
January 17-22, 2016
San Antonio, TX

Cardinal District Spring
Convention and Contests
March 18-19, 2017
Location TBA

For detailed information on all
chapter performances, go to
www.bowchorus.com and visit
the Schedule section.
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Who is the Audience?

By John Elving, Editor of The Voice of Rushmore
Featured in the July 2016 issue

The most important performance for each on
of the SoD members is… the next one! We know
that the annual show and Harmony Happening in
the Hills are real biggies for us, and they will
probably be our largest audiences. Our performance coming up at Main Street Square won’t
Nick Heller, Chapter Secretary
have the huge crowds, but this audience will matThe regular meeting for the month of August is ter the most on Monday, July 17, and they will
get the best that we can give. We may see some
scheduled to convene at 6 PM on August 16,
familiar faces in the audience—show them our
2016 in the Board Room of Harmony Hall.
enthusiasm. There will be new faces—hook
10 Reasons We Sing Flat
them with the energy of our presentation. ConBy Adam Scott in The Harmonizer
nect with them and “bring it!”
Few things frustrate us more than flatting. We
We all will know that songs we should have
sing a phrase or two, then sound the pitch only to
100 percent cold. They are songs from our reguhear that we have already gone flat…. Sagging
lar repertoire—songs from our last show, patriotic
pitch is a lagging indicator, not a leading indicator.
songs, etc. We shouldn’t have to rely on someAny of the following 10 factors can be a root cause
one to tell us which songs we should be ready to
of pitch problems—and more often than not,
sing. We should be prepared for a great show
several could be working against the pitch at any
every time, no matter which songs are included.
given time.
I was interested in finding out that a new cho1. Body alignment issues
rus member in one very prominent chapter is ex2. Heaviness in the sound
pected to know, and sing his part by himself, 50
3. False/poor start
songs before he can join in on chorus perfor4. Mismatched vowel choices
mances, and all within one year. We have noth5. Inefficient breath management
ing that stringent, but we should all keep up on
6. Insufficient initial muscle memory
our current repertoire and be ready to perform
7. Insufficient overall muscle memory
8. Oversinging
anytime a performance opportunity arises, not
9. Standing too close to other singers
just once or twice a year.
10. Not tuning perfect 4ths/5ths
No matter what event we are singing for, we
Want to know what to do about it? Then take a have an audience that expects and deserves
look at the current (May/June 2016) issue of The
nothing but the best each and every time. That is
Harmonizer and read the entire article. There are the way we build our audience for the “biggies.”
also links on those pages to other things to help
In the words of Donny Rose, who will be here
your singing.
in August, and will expect us to remember and
Something to remember: we all sing off pitch at
heed his words: “It is about giving your very
one time or another—even the very best singers.
best to the audience that supports you. It is
There can be many reasons for it, but it usually
about doing the very best that you can do
comes back to one of these factors. Just be aware
every time you sing.
that it happens and we all need to work against it
by checking all of these things and then correcting
them.
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Tag of the Month

Print off two copies of
this newsletter to
share—one with your
family and one with
someone you are
bringing to a chapter
meeting. Let them
know they belong here!

www.harmonyfoundation.org
Secure the future of Barbershop harmony
through your generous gifts to the
Harmony Foundation. Provide additional
support to your chapter and district with
the Donor’s Choice option.

8/22 Dave Landes
8/29 Clifford Shoemaker
8/30 Aaron Hughes

The 25th of each month
Visit us online at:
www.bowchorus.com
The Terre Haute Chapter and the
Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meet every Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Meetings and rehearsals are held
at Harmony Hall. All guests are
welcome. All men are welcome to
sing with us. For more information,
call (812)-232-4926.
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