THE PLYMOUTH VETERAN
JOURNAL OF THE FEDERATION OF PLYMOUTH AND
DISTRICT EX-SERVICES ASSOCIATIONS

Welcome to the 66TH edition:
The journal is not only for the officers of Associations but also Associations members
so we ask you to give it as wide a distribution as possible to members and anyone
else you think might be interested. Articles for consideration for inclusion will be most
welcome. Please submit in word format to Basil Downing Waite Chairman/Editor
bazval@btinternet.com telephone 01752 771983

CHRISTMAS TIME The local HMS Ganges Association held their Dinner and
Dance at the Mount Edgcumbe Masonic Hall. A magnificent meal was preceded
with Christmas songs and carols by the Military Kids Club Choir and then followed by
music and Dancing where the influence of Strictly Come Dancing could be seen.

The Plymouth branch of the Royal Air Force Association held its Christmas Dinner at
the RAFFLES Club Mutley Plain where all attending had a lovely Carvery Lunch,
pulled their Crackers and wished all the compliments of the season. A free raffle was
held sending home some well fed and happy members.
One of the Federations main events over the Christmas period is the Lord Mayors
Carol Service in St Andrews Church Plymouth where our Standards are on parade.
This is a lovely event and sets the scene for the Christmas period and reminds us of
what it is all about’ Peace on Earth and goodwill towards all, regardless of creed,
colour or religion. It was a lovely service conducted by the Reverend Joe Dent the
Federations Chaplin. There were young people involved, Military Kids Club Choir &
Standard Bearers, Scouts taking the collection, lessons read among others by Emily
Jack MKC Heroes Ambassador, and Miss Jodie Billington the Lord Mayors Cadet.
What pleased many of us older members attending was that all the Carols were
sung to traditional tunes. The evening concluded with Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
with all proceeds going to the Lord Mayors designated charities, Plymouth Access to

Housing and Friends and Families of Special Children. The Lord Mayors staff goes
to a great deal of trouble to make sure all is in place and that this special event goes
well. Both the Lord Mayor and Deputy Lord Mayor were in attendance

.

South Atlantic Conflict Bench Dedication.
A new bench to commemorate lives lost by service personal during the South
Atlantic Battle to re capture the Falkland Island was dedicated at North Road Station
in December. It was a moving ceremony attended by Plymouths Lord Mayor along
with Falklands Veterans and their families.

Operation Frankton The Annual North Corner event organised by the Royal
Marines Association to commemorate the Operation Frankton raid that took place in
Bordeaux France 7-12 December 1942. 13 Men in 6 Cockle canoes took part. It was
a most daring and extremely dangerous raid. The raid was successful in damaging 6
enemy ships but at great cost, 6 men were captured and executed and 2 died of
hypothermia. The North Corner event was held on Sunday 9th December. Those
attending as usual were entertained by the Landlord of the local pub who has always
provided a hot drink and a Buffet

Royal Marine Volunteer Cadet Corps. Every year the RMVCC hold a
passing out paraded at which again I was invited to attend and present the Captain
Franks Trophy. This year the award was made to Cadet Cpl. Charlie Candy. Cpl,
Candy had previously been awarded the RMVCC best cadet medal at the Festival
of Remembrance. Following the presentations in the Globe Theatre those attending
moved into the drill hall to witness the passing out parade. The event really shows
that there are great young people about who are ready to step up for their place in
society.

Hinkley VC. The last official event on the Calendar is the Hinkley VC
Commemoration at Ford Park Cemetery organised by the Plymouth Royal Navy
Association and supported by the Federation Standards under Parade Marshall Jerry
Josee. There is always a good turn out and progressive generations of George
Hinkley are always out in force. 60 people attended (plus Elmer the dog) with 10
Standards paraded, a very good turn out all round. The wreath was laid by Paul
Combellack from Weymouth, George's Grt.Grt.Grt. Grandson!!!. Thanks also go to
the volunteers of Ford Park Cemetery Trust, who laid on a good spread as usual for
all attending.
Hinkley was 43 years old an Able Seaman in the Royal Navy serving in the Naval
Brigade, during the Taiping Rebellion when the following deed took place for which
he was awarded the VC.
On 9 October 1862 at Fenghua China, Able Seaman Hinckley of HMS Sphinx
volunteered to go to the rescue of the assistant master of the Sphinx, who was lying
in the open severely wounded. The able seaman went out under heavy and
continuous fire and carried the assistant master to the shelter of a Joss-house 150
yards (140 m) away. He then returned and carried a wounded army captain to
safety.
This was a fitting end to the Federations military related events for 2018

.

Military Kids Club Question MP’S A group of Plymouth children got a
chance to put their MPs in the hot seat. The special event at the Council House saw
more than 100 children and young people from the Military Kids Club (MKC) Heroes
asking Plymouth’s three MPs Gary Streeter, Luke Pollard and Johnny Mercer
questions linked to the young peoles military family lives. Topics discussed included
the impact of Brexit on the Armed Forces, military children having to change schools
and the quality of accommodation for service people.
The event was organised and chaired by the MKC Heroes Ambassadors’ group of
secondary school students and included students from 34 schools in the Plymouth
area. Madison Watkins, one of the chair people for the session said: “This was a
great opportunity for MKC Heroes to talk with our MPs about what matters to us. We
are pleased they are working together to help service and veterans’ children.”
MKC Heroes is a national support group for the children of service men and women
and their relatives and is supported by The Royal British Legion and Plymouth City
Council. It brings together members of service families from all over the country,
who are friends for each other, especially in times of need. It has over 7,000
members across the United Kingdom and in the Falkland Islands and was started in
Plymouth. Plymouth Council supported the development of a local cluster, which
now has 160 schools nationwide. MKC Heroes are members of Plymouth Armed
Forces Covenant and Plymouth City Youth Council.
Susanne Archard, Area Manager for The Royal British Legion in Devon and
Cornwall, said: “The children and young people from MKC Heroes do a really
important job as young advocates for service families. Most importantly, they are
friends for each other and can provide and advice for some of the different
challenges these young people face such as having to move home and change
schools, whilst often having a parent away. We are grateful for the work of Plymouth
City Council who kick-started and help build the group from scratch.”
Sir Gary Streeter, MP for South West Devon, said: It was great to listen to some
very penetrative questions from the Club members, who raised some very relevant
issues, such as the issue of changing schools frequently. It was a positive, vibrant
meeting and I enjoyed the discussion.

The event was also attended by Councillor Jon Taylor the Cabinet Member
responsible for Education and Councillor Pauline Murphy, Plymouth’s Armed Forces
Champion and the Lord Mayor of Plymouth.
Councillor Jon Taylor said: “It was a pleasure to attend this event on behalf of the
Council and meet some of your local young people from service families. We have a
good support network in Plymouth with the Armed Forces Covenant, but there is
always more that we can do and we are always open to new ideas.”
Councillor Pauline Murphy said: “As the lead agency for the Plymouth Armed Forces
Covenant, Plymouth City Council is absolutely committed to helping our local armed
forces personnel and their families. Supporting young people in military families and
ensuring they feel valued and listened to is a crucial part of this. This was a great
opportunity for children and young people to have their say and ask their local MPs
questions that are important to them.
(This article is printed with permission from Heather Ogburn MBE who submitted it to
Plymouths Evening Herald.)

Garth Wright. We are well aware that there were many more Veterans in the
same conflicts as Garth and of much the same age such as Dunkirk Veteran Fred
Phipps who was also Ninety Nine who died soon after Garth but as a Federation
long serving and loyal Delegate and supporter the loss of Garth was met with great
sadness by the Federation members. There are no real words that can describe the
feeling that Federation members and associates had for Garth, one of life’s genuine
characters who was liked by anyone who ever came in touch with him. He will be
sorely missed especially at memorial events or from Charity Collection events where
his display of his many service medals were always admired. Garths funeral was
appropriately held in Plymouths St Andrews Church. As expected it was very well
attended both by civic and military dignitaries and members of the public where he
was applauded by all with his casket dressed with the Union Flag and display of his
service medals. As Chairman of the Federation I was given the privilege of giving a
eulogy. A sad but fitting farewell to a great man and WW11Veteran.

Justice for Veterans. You may well be aware of the deep concern that
some of our Veterans have about being under threat of potential serious charges as
a result of time served in several trouble spots, the closest being Northern Island. As
Veterans most of us feel that it is a crying shame that after all the sacrifices they
made that even after all these years the threat still hangs over them, and we wait for
the Government and MOD to take firm action to remove that threat from these brave
people who were placed into these dangerous situations by the government of the
day and now need their protection and our support.

Tommy (with apologies to Kipling) - Written by Patrick Campbell RM
They flew me 'ome from Baghdad with a bullet in me chest.
Cos they've closed the army 'ospitals, I'm in the NHS.
The nurse, she ain't no Britisher an' so she ain't impressed.
It's like I'm some street corner thug who's come off second best.
Yes, it's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' "You're not welcome 'ere".
But when Saddam was collar'd, they was quick enough to cheer.
They're proud when Tommy Atkins 'olds the thin red line out there,
But now he's wounded back at 'ome, he has to wait for care.
Some stranger in the next bed sez, "Don't you feel no shame?
You kill my Muslim brothers!" So it's me not 'im to blame!
An' then the cleaner ups an' sez "Who are you fightin' for?
It ain't for Queen and country 'cos it's Bush's bloody war!"
It's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' "Tommy, what's that smell?"
But it's "God go with you, Tommy," when they fly us out to 'ell.
O then we're just like 'eroes from the army's glorious past.
Yes, it's "God go with you, Tommy," when the trip might be your last.
They pays us skivvy wages, never mind we're sitting ducks,
When clerks what's pushing pens at 'ome don't know their flippin' luck.
"Ah, yes" sez they "but think of all the travel to be 'ad."
Pull the other one. Does Cooks do 'olidays in Baghdad ?
It's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' "Tommy, know your place,"
But it's "Tommy, take the front seat," when there's terrorists to chase.
An' the town is full of maniacs who'd like you dead toot sweet.
Yes, it's "Thank you, Mr Atkins," when they find you in the street.
There's s'pposed to be a covynant to treat us fair an' square
But I 'ad to buy me army boots, an' me combats is threadbare.
An' 'alf the bloody 'elicopters can't get into the air,
An' me pistol jammed when snipers fired. That's why I'm laid up 'ere.
Yes, it's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, "We 'ave to watch the pence";
Bold as brass the P.M. sez, "We spare them no expense
"But I'll tell you when they do us proud an' pull out all the stops,
It's when Tommy lands at Lyneham in a bloomin' wooden box!

Obituaries with Federation Standards in attendance:
Several Funerals were supported by the Federation Standards. If the Federation is
requested to attend Funerals the appropriate Association Standard Bearers will
willingly give their support. Standards will only attend at the request of the families.

DIARY OF EVENTS 2019
FEBRUARY:
MARCH: None Scheduled to date
APRIL: None Scheduled to date
MAY:
Friday TBA : Lord Mayor’s Choosing, The Guildhall Plymouth
Sunday TBA: The Lord Mayors Civic Church Service, The Minster Church of St
Andrews. Plymouth
Saturday TBA: Lord Mayor’s Day. Plymouth City Centre.
Sunday TBA: Plymouth and Southwest Malaya & Borneo Vets,
JUNE:
Saturday 6th. D. Day Memorial service The Federation of Plymouth & District ex
Services Associations will honour its word to ensure that the memory of the Normandy
Landings and the sacrifices made on 6th June 1944 will not be forgotten.
Wednesday 12th 89th Anniversary of the Dedication of the Door of Unity. Time TBA.
Minster Church of St Andrews. Standards as requested to muster TBA.
Monday 24th : 1000 Armed Forces Flag Raising Ceremony. Guildhall Flag Poles.
Saturday 28th th: 0930 Armed Forces Day. Plymouth Hoe.
JULY:
Sun TBA 1100. SEA SUNDAY. MINSTER CHURCH OF ST ANDREW PLYMOUTH
The congregation of the Minster Church of St Andrew, Plymouth, will welcome
everyone to join together in a Service to give thanks for our Seafarers.
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1030
AUGUST:
Thursday 15th 1130. VJ Day. Short Service of Remembrance at the Rowan Tree, the
Minster Church of St Andrew Plymouth. Organized by the Plymouth
Branch Far East Prisoner of War Families Association (FEPOWFA).

SEPTEMBER:
Tuesday 3rd MERCHANT NAVY DAY: 1100 Mayflower Steps, Plymouth Barbican.
Standards to Muster 1045
OCTOBER:
Sunday TBA 1100. Captain Henry VC Commemoration at Ford Park Cemetery.
ASSEMBLE 1030.
Thursday 24th Torpoint Poppy Appeal here in Cornwall the date for the concert is
October. If any Standard Bearers wish to attend they will be made most welcome
jptivnan@aol.com
Sat 26th Saltash Festival of Remembrance at the Saltash Wesley 1900 for 1930.

NOVEMBER:
Friday 8th:
Remembrance Festival Plymouth Pavilions
Sunday 10th: 1100 Remembrance Parade Plymouth Hoe
Sun 10th:

1030 for 1100 Royal British Legion Remembrance Day Parade Ivybridge.

Sun 10th:
1500. Ceremony of Remembrance at the Rowan Tree, Minster Church of
St Andrew, Plymouth. Organised by the Plymouth Branch of the Far East Prisoner of
War Association (FEPOW). All welcome to attend.
DECEMBER:
Friday TBA 1930 Lord Mayor’s Carol Service. The Minster Church of St Andrews.
Plymouth
Sun TBA

1100 (form up at 1040) Devonport North Corner Commemoration
Service. Anniversary of Operation Frankton.
Organised by the Royal Marines Association
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1030

Fri TBA

1930. The Lord Mayor of Plymouth’s Carol Service-Minster Church of St
Andrew,
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1900

Tues.. 31st

Hinkley VC Commemoration at Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth.
Organised by the Royal Naval Association.
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1030

If there any events not recorded and you wish to be included please contact the
editor. Basil Downing-Waite bazval@btinternet.com
Collections: The Federation continues to need to raise funds to provide the
Festival of Remembrance every year and also to meet its commitment to Veterans,
Serving members and families. We will be most grateful if anyone is happy to do a
two hour stint for us, just let our Chairman Basil know 07816654716 so that he can
pass on your details to our dedicated fund raiser Lisa & her team who due to poor
health need all the support we can give.(without them ‘No Festival’)
bazval@btinternet.com

THE FEDERATION WEBSITE
The Federation website is worth checking out, here is the web address
www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk. We now have lots of photos and other information on
the website including the Diary of events.
The opinions expressed in this journal may not be those of all Federation Members.

Basil D-W.

