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Village Reminders
The Village of Nassau has a local law requiring the removal of
snow and ice from sidewalks by
the property owner. The sidewalks
abutting your property must be
cleared of snow and ice within 24
hours after a storm per Local Law
#1 Section 96.

Could this be Nassau’s new Claim to Fame?
Recently unveiled at Village Pizza, a Macaroni and Cheese pizza. Currently sold
only by the slice, it appears to be one of those “either you love it or you don’t” kind of
things according to employees. While it may never take the place of the Layfayette
Elm as Nassau’s symbol, it could taste a whole lot better. Village Pizza is located at
the Village Square, at the point between Chatham and Malden Streets.

If not removed within 24 hours,
Village employees will do so and the
cost incurred will be charged back
to the property owner. If you have
any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Village Clerk
at (518-766-3044) Monday through
Friday from 8:00 AM until 12 Noon.
The Village of Nassau Youth Committee is pleased to announce that
we will be hosting ice-skating parties at the Village Pond, Malden
St. (located between Ben Stanley
Park and the Village Hall) on Fridays at 6 pm.

Bicentennial “Kick-Off” Party Scheduled for April
Still a year away, but with great interest and need for community support, the Nassau Village Bicentennial Planning Committee will host a combination fund raising and kick-off party at Jackson’s Old Chatham House
on Saturday, April 7th, 2018.
Promising a fun, fast-paced evening of great food, socializing and door
prizes, an initial schedule of events and activities for 2019 will be revealed
for the first time. With something planned for just about every month of the
year, Nassau’s 200th anniversary will be fun, educational and dedicated
to the future. Dinner tickets are available from Committee members and
at the Nassau Village Hall. The event starts at 6:30 pm and a choice of
meal options will be offered for all tastes. Plan now to meet and greet your
neighbors at this unique and fun event.

Don’t have skates? No worrywe have a supply of ice-skates that
can be borrowed for the event. Because conditions of the pond can
vary from week to week, it is suggested that you call first to find out
if the pond is safe to skate on. On
Fridays, call 518-522-2916 (after 1
pm) to get the latest information.
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Friends of the Nassau Free Library present:
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2017 Beautification Committee
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$5,472.36
$7,663.24
$13,135.60
$8,983.01
$4,152.59

Income & Expenses by Category

Sunday
February 25 2 - 4 pm

Grace United Methodist Church
42 Church Street Nassau Village
Snow Date - Sunday, March 4th

Chase away those wintertime blues with a non-traditional, team Scrabble
Tournament to benefit the Library’s display and availability of large print books.
Teams of 2 - 4 players may participate, each team must supply it’s own standard (not deluxe) Scrabble game. Register as a team or come as a single player
to form a team on site. Three rounds will be played and the team with the
highest point total will be the winner and each member takes home a prize.
The Event also includes a silent auction and refreshments are included in
the registration.

Entrance fee is $10 per player.

For more information or to register (encouraged) please call the Library at (518) 766-2715
Nassau Resident
Glendora keeps on
making news.
One of Elm Street’s most
unique people is now
listed with IMDb, the exhaustive listing of movie
and talent information
accessible to all internet
users. A pioneer of early
TV programming, Glendora continues to produce, star and distribute
regular commentaries
and humor.
Thanks to Bob C., a regular out-of-town reader
of The Village Green
for sharing this little tidbit
of information.

Income
Bicentennial Donation
Private Donation
Bicen Merchandise Sales
Playhouse Reimb
Chix BBQ		
Taco Night		
Nassaufest		
Oktoberfest		
				

$60.00
$25.00
$1,237.00
$594.99
$1,000.00
$465.00
$600.00
$3,681.25
$7,663.24

Expenses		
Bank Service Fee
Check Reorder
PO Box Rental		
Bicentennial Expenses
Stanley Pk Playhouse
Initial Bicen Change
Bicen Merchandise
Plants/Flower		
BBQ Expenses
DJ Fees		
Chic BBQ & Taco Exp
Propane		
Nassaufest		
Scout Donation
Oktoberfest		
Halloween Kids Party
				

$27.00
$38.71
$52.00
$200.00
$687.59
$100.00
$1,735.00
$437.55
$233.05
$225.00
$1,175.86
$43.42
$644.45
$100.00
$3,086.16
$197.22
$8,983.01

				

On behalf of the Beautification Committee allow
me to thank all of the guests, volunteers and supporters of our efforts. 2017 saw a more active collaboration with the Bicentennial Committee. With Nassau
being a small place, a number of volunteers serve
on both committees, sometimes making it a bit confusing exactly who’s doing what around the Village
Commons.
Under the dual committee heading, two new
events were held - the Block Dance & Taco Night and
Children’s Halloween Party. Both events were well
received and will return in 2018. Record high temperatures cut attendance (and profits) from our largest
event - Oktoberfest. Finally, the Beautification Committee became “the bank” for Bicentennial expenses
with full intensions of repaying all those expenses
back to the Beautification Committee in the coming
year. We look forward to your continued support and
patronage in 2018.
Kurt Vincent, Beautification Committee Chairperson

DOES THE TAIL
WAG THE DOG?
How the development of a
rail trail could repeat history in
Southern Rensselaer County

All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories

by Kurt Vincent, Nassau Village Historian

hen first invented in the late 1800’s, trolleys rapidly became part
of America’s cultural landscape, offering previously unimaginable
transportation options that transformed the economy and culture of Southern Rensselaer County. At the turn of the 20th century, trolleys were both
the medium and mechanism for the explosion of businesses, attractions
and amusements for tourists and residents alike. Trolleys today are extinct
as transportation, but their former rail beds and mystique have become a
tourist attraction and economic engine in their own right.
Several miles south of Nassau at Kinderhook Lake, Electric Park was
developed as a summer amusement park by the railroad company. This
was a common practice across the U.S. as a means of attracting business
on weekends and holidays. The target market was urban factory workers
and city office employees - a growing population of people who ranked
economically and socially a notch below the wealthy tourists who came
“from away” and stayed in the grand hotels of the era.
The railway company said its Electric Park offered “All that is best in
refined amusements” and was a “place where ladies and children can go
unattended.” At Kinderhook Lake, the trolley passengers would be greeted
with the sound of the steam calliope and colored lights that ringed the park.
A steam-driven Ferris wheel sat just outside the park, and those who did not
want to or couldn’t afford to pay the park admission fee could ride it for 5 cents.
Park admission was 10 cents but those who arrived by rail with
roundtrip tickets, which cost 40 cents from Albany, were admitted free.
In the lagoon at the bottom of the hill that runs down from where the train
stopped, a carousel operated on an island that, in turn, was connected by a
bridge with the midway, where soda, popcorn, ice cream and other treats
were sold. Also in the lagoon was a roller coaster built on piles sunk into
the water. A huge wooden slide into the water called a chute-the-chute ran
floating carts in the summer and toboggans in the winter. The park was also
open in the winter for skating, curling and dancing.
In the years before and just after World War 1 guest houses, hotels
and farms taking summer guests were numerous in all directions. Nassau,
Lyons and Burden Lakes all provided entertainment opportunities made
possible by easy transportation on trolleys. Small farmers could now sell
heavy cans of milk with only a short trip to the closest rail crossing. The
railroad also moved freight and express in concert with the steam railroads,
connecting with the New York Central at Rensselaer and Hudson and with
the Boston and Albany at Niverville and Hudson. Milk processing plants
were located at Nassau Lake, Nassau Village and North Chatham.
Students who wished to continue their education beyond 8th grade
could now take a trolley to the closest High Schools either in Rensselaer or
Valatie. Previously if a family wanted higher education for their children,
a private or boarding school was necessary to provide room and board because a trip home would take to long on the crude highways of the day.
Now as we sit today with a promise of the old railway right-of-way
once again being utilized, we can hope some of the old prosperity comes
our way.
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If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com
or telephone Mr. Vincent at 518-766-2291. We would love to include your material in a future edition.

From above top, 1902 advertisement
for Electric Park at Kinderhook Lake.
Middle - uniform button from a conductor’s uniform. Bottom - period postcard
of The Chute-the-Chute used both
summer and winter to propel visitors to
the lake below.

