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A Note from Pastor Amanda
I am an introvert. You may not
believe me judging by the smile and
the bounce in my step on Sunday
mornings, but I like and need my quiet
space. It’s part of the reason I nap on
Sunday afternoons, why you might not
see me at every church event, or why I
struggle with starting a conversation especially when I feel like I should talk
to someone.

But we also need the opposite. I
need to meet people, to hear stories
from them, to ask about their week or
their job or their hobby, to laugh over
the things their kids say, and to find out
what’s important to them, because who
they are and what they care about
matters to God. If each individual
matters so much to God, each person
should matter to God’s followers too.

You didn’t know that about me?
Well, I bet there’s a lot you don’t know
about me! Dear people, I have been
your pastor for 9 years now. July 27
marked 9 years! My parents (and I)
never thought my first call out of
Seminary would last more than 5. But
even after all that time, it’s completely
possible to see someone every week
and still not know them.

I am sorry if you feel left out. I am
sorry if I forgot to ask you about your
week or your job or your hobby. I am
sorry if this community feels like a
clique that you can’t crack. And I am
deeply grieved if you feel like you are
not important or vital to the community
and ministry at Lord of Life.

It’s ok. No Lutheran guilt is coming
from this introvert. I know. Sometimes
it’s really hard to say hi and get a
conversation going. It’s ok to need
space, to be nervous about talking to
someone, to come to church just for a
word of hope. We all have those
seasons when we need to withdraw
into a place of safety and self.

You matter. Your thoughts, your
hopes, your questions about life and
God are so deeply important to this
church and to me. So if you have a
moment of boldness and want to talk,
come find me. And I’ll do the same.
Connected to you in Christ,
~Pastor Amanda

Now accepting service project ideas!
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Sunday, September 16
ELCA Lutherans all over the
nation will be working to
make a positive impact in
their community. US TOO!
Sunday, September 16 will have a commissioning worship,
Communion, and a sending blessing. We will break into smaller
groups and serve this community with our’s and God’s love! If
you’d like a t-shirt to go with the day, sign-up on the entry table!
Pastor Amanda has been meeting with community leaders and
gathering ideas and will present them to the congregation
beginning August 19. What a gift to put our faith into action!

Youth Group News
Thank you to the youth who led a special worship
service on July 29. It is a joy to hear your faith and
challenge the adults with it!
Regular youth group will resume in September.
We will meet in August on Sunday the 26th, 6-7:30.
IF YOU HAVE IDEAS OF STUFF TO DO ...
TELL JACOPPI!

Sunday School is gearing up!

Some ideas: (share more!)
Make cookies and write cards for
police and fire workers
Plant wildflowers under the green
LOL sign
Replace the memorial garden in
the city’s nature trail
Cleaning at Holiday Heights
Help move the rest of Santa
Senior Center’s boxes
Support local business - if your
hands can’t work, eat out!

Backpack Blessing
August 19
Did you know God goes with you everywhere?

Do your kids know that?
Sunday, August 19 will be a great reminder of it.
Have your children
bring their backpacks to
worship and we will
bless those symbols of
learning and remind our
children that God cares
about them everywhere
they go!
We might even have a special plan for teachers!

Vanessa is researching and testing out curriculum
that will pull all of our youth into one fun room!

We start September 9 with a RALLY PARTY
AND A TIME CHANGE TO 9:30am!
Al will continue putting the song of God in the
kiddo’s hearts. Vanessa will continue to organize
teachers and snacks. All we need are people who
love kids and love God! We know you’re out there!
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UnderGround News
The UnderGround (3-6 grade group)
is on summer break.
Our BIG COMEBACK will be September 16 as our
church has a service day together. There will be
projects for every age to serve North Pole!
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Council Highlights
Treasurer’s Report:
-After the Youth benefits and ELCA benevolence check is sent we will have about $1,500
-We have spent the money for the fuel that was raised through beef sales.
-Two payments on reserve for the roof repairs. Once spent, the loan will come from general funds.
VBS: 15-20 kids came every day, discussed ideas/tips for next year, advertising and group training.

Youth-led worship – coming up at the end of the month!
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. starting time this fall.
-Discussing ways we will set up our Sunday School Classrooms, Age splits:
-Example: Pre-K, Kindergarten through 3rd / 4th through 5th / 6th through 7th
Mission & Social Ministry-Becky Peterson
- July 28th, helping at the farm
- August – Potluck in town, Terry Miller Park - Santa Claus Lane. Will call and see if we can
reserve the park for a congregation potluck.
- Rally Sunday, September 9th, Hotdogs, and bouncy house after church.
Need to confirm coordinators for Loving Families. First week: October 21-28.
“Welcome to” events - September 30 & December 2. Church orientation/faith building events.
Pastor was reminded about taking a Sabbatical. Dates were discussed for spring/summer 2019.

Loving Families Returning

Bishop Shelley Wickstrom

This October will we see the Loving Families return
to Lord of Life. After having the summer off, we
look forward to serving those in need of shelter
get back on their feet!

Bishop Shelley Wickstrom
will be leading worship at
Lord of Life on Sunday,
August 5th.

We will need plenty or volunteers to help with
everything from food to staying the night with the
families in the church. Our combined effort
through that week totals an amazing 280 hours !
It takes all hands and all hearts of this church to
serve, so if you’re waiting for someone else, YOU
ARE that someone else!

She was recently called to
serve another term as
bishop of the Alaska Synod
and is able to continue the
ministries she’s started in
her first 6 years.

An hour training is provided by Love INC. Even if
you choose not to serve, it is eye-opening to the
way people in the interior experience homelessness and the things that keep them there.
There will be more when we get nearer the time
but if you want to coordinate with Brenda Sadler
and Becky Peterson beforehand that would be
great! Thank you for your response!
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Part of her call as bishop is to be a Lutheran voice
across the state of Alaska, to meet with other
Christian leaders and create action plans for
addressing the concerns of our state from a faith
perspective. She meets and checks in frequently
with pastors and the ministries that each church is
involved in. With the Synod Council (volunteers
from ELCA churches around the state), she sets
vision and goals to deepen our relationships with
God and the whole ELCA church.
“LifeLines”

Rally Sunday, Sept 9
We are kicking off our fall season with
Rally Sunday on September 9th!
We will begin Sunday School and Adult
education hour at 9:30am.
(CONFIRMATION will still begin at 9am.)
Come join us for our celebration on
Rally Sunday! We will have games and a bounce
house for the children, a sign-up for Education
Hour, a joyous Sunday worship, and a bonfire with
brats and hot dogs and a potluck after worship.
There will be games for adults, time to visit and
laugh and play together.
Challenge yourself to be fully involved in this
community celebration!

Fellowship by Month
One of the things that develops connection is
spending time together. After worship, it is a gift
to share stories over a bite of food. If you would
like to help bring people together, consider
bringing a treat, an appetizer, or meal on a Sunday
morning. We typically have between 20-30 people
stay and visit after worship.
Instead of a weekly sign-up, we are going to a
month rotation. If you know you’ll be around every
August from now till 2020, put your name down.
Every January? Write your name there.
(Note: 2020 is just an example, if you have to decline, your
salvation is not in jeopardy.)

Thank you for allowing
God to make connections
in this faith community!

Alaska Synod Women’s Retreat
Alaska Women's Synod Organization Retreat
September 21 – 23, 2018
North Star Bible Camp, Willow AK
Never too young learn, Never too old to teach!
The Alaska Women’s synod retreat is happening in September. We have registration forms on the table
by the office. There is a discount for early registration, postmarked by 8/18, and travel scholarships
funded from the Joy and Gratitude account. These applications need to be received by Aug. 18.
Travel and Registration Scholarship sent to: Lucinda Wright 1511 Marten Street. Anchorage, AK 95504
Questions? Contact Lucinda Wright at (907) 222-7919 or lucindatal@yahoo.com
14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you
have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3: 14-17

ALASKA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION (ASWO) Purpose Statement:
We, as diverse women of God, respond to God’s love by sharing the Gospel, cherishing creation, and
encouraging each other’s growth in faith.
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL

Lord of Life Lutheran
1005 Saint Nicholas Drive
Po Box 55791
North Pole Alaska, 99705
Website: www.lordoflifeak.com
Phone: 907-488-6720
Pastor’s cell: 322-2065

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Education:
Missions Social Ministry:
Worship & Music:
Youth:
Stewardship:
Evangelism:
Facilities:
Financial Secretary:
Pastor:

Bob Thoma
Sean Garrison
Cheryl Park
Sam Aleshire
Vanessa Knutson
Becky Peterson
Curt Renner
Jacoppi Pahkamaa
open position
open position
Jered Dulany
Amie Maranville
Amanda Kempthorne

488-2630
888-2052
488-4167
488-4692
701-430-2212
936-442-8790
488-4405
388-2620

460-7771
488-0552
322-2065

Next Church Council Meeting — September 10, 7:00pm
E-mail:
Pastor Amanda: pastor@lordoflifeak.com
Donna: office@lordoflifeak.com

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

TO SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT LORD OF LIFE, contact the church office
during office hours. A Building Use Agreement must be filled out. If you
want to reschedule or cancel an event, it is also essential to contact the
church.

Check out our web page

Mission Statement

“God’s word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all,
strengthening and serving the healthy
and hurting.”

www.lordoflifeak.com
September Newsletter/Calendar Deadline: Aug. 20th

Special Prayers and Concerns
Birthdays
8/8 Heather Uptgraft
8/10 Wayne Lindquist
8/11 Carol Dahl
8/11 Jim Kuhnert
8/12 Knox Knutson
8/18 McCoy Lindquist
8/18 Becky Peterson
8/20 Vanessa Knutson
8/23 Bob Thoma
8/31 Heather Walker

Anniversaries
8/1 John & Penny Warnke
8/1 Jared & Ann Dulany
8/3 Jeromey & Dianna Lindhag
8/5 Cliff & Liz Sandbo
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8/6 Rob & Cheryl Park
8/14 Evan & Dixie Keil
8/16 Wayne & Christine Lindquist
8/24 Jeff & Nona Elliott
f your birthday or anniversary is missing
from the newsletter or bulletin, please call
or e-mail the office with your information.

Prayers for:
- Kim’s grieving family
(Lynne Skjefte’s sister)
- Healing for Paula, Evie, Karen K,
Meg, Gary, Eric, and Becky
- Peace for Mary Kay Thoma
- Strength for families in new
school routines, for connection
- Those preparing to hunt

August Prayer Partner:
Dillingham Trinity Lutheran
Church, Dillingham, AK.
Please pray for:
- gratitude for a bountiful
fishing season
- gratitude for a visiting nurse
practitioner
- welcoming people back into
fellowship
- small group
storytelling and
conversations
(part of “rooted”)
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