
 D iscover  Ake ley  
H e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  C r o w  

w i n g  c h a i n  o f  l a k e s  

D i s c o v e r  

·Local businesses and the 
people who own them 

·Find local happenings 
and hidden gems 

·Explore things to do and 
where they are located 

 



N o r t h  C o u n t r y  R a d i a t o r  

North Country Radiator is 

owned and operated by Mike 

Duclos who retired to Akeley in 

July of 2007.  Turns out, retire-

ment isnôt in Mikeôs blood so he 

continues to do what he enjoys 

and is good at.   Mike has been 

in the cooling related business 

since Sept of 1978.  He is cur-

rently one of the oldest true ra-

diator men left in the area.  He 

has built and serviced hun-

dreds of radiators in these 

years keeping his customers 

and their cars happy.   Custom-

ers come from many miles to 

use his services. 

There are many street rods 

running around with his custom 

designed and built radiators. 

North Country Radiator pro-

vides radiator service to just 

about any vehicle you can find 

from tractors and heavy equip-

ment to classic, antique and off

-road vehicles.  In addition, 

Mike has expertise in the field 

of gas tank restoration that will 

dramatically extend the life of a 

damaged gas tank.  He has 

been providing air conditioning 

diagnosis, radiator repair and 

services since 1978 at a com-

petitive price. 

You are invited to check out 

North Country Radiator, and if 

you have a special project or 

just an every day cooling sys-

tem service, Mike will be there 

to fix you up.  He loves his 

work and the people who bring 

it to him. 

Propane fills, chainsaw/mower 

blade sharpening and dump-

sters are also available. 

218-652-4996 

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30-5 

Fri.- 7:30-12 

ncradiator.com  
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In 1984 local artist Dean Krotzer had a vision to create 
the worldôs largest Paul Bunyan statue in honor of Ake-

leyôs status as the official 
birthplace of Paul Bunyan.  
Using over 4.5 tons of weld-
ed steel, 180 gallons of res-
in, and 350 yards of fiber-
glass cloth Paul was reborn.  
His hair and beard are made 
up of over 6000 feet of bal-
ing twine saturated in fiber-
glass.  Our legendary Paul 
kneels at 30.5 feet and if 
standing would be 56 feet 
tall.   
 
Paul continues to be a friendly lumberjack as he holds out his hand 
for visitors to sit for photo ops.  

In 2006 we were living in Minneapolis and contemplating rais-
ing livestock.  We decided on Alpacas because 

¶ they are docile animal 

¶ they arenôt very big 

¶ they donôt require a lot of land 

¶ they are low maintenance 

¶ they are cute and  

¶ very relaxing to be around 

 

We purchased two alpacas to start with because they are a 
herd animal and boarded them in LeSueur until moving to our 
current farm.   We named our farm Foothills Alpaca Farm be-
cause it borders the Foot Hills State Forest in beautiful north 
central Minnesota.   Our farm is 8 miles west of Backus. 

 

We are open year around for visitors.  You will be able to touch 
our alpacas and feel their fibers, which are comparable to 
cashmere for softness and seven times warmer than wool.  Al-
paca products and animals are available for purchase. Please 
call to arrange a tour. 

218-947-3291 

foothillsalpaca.com 

lelmore@usfamily.net 

The Birth of Paul  



Hometown pride, Zita Dippold Howard, nicknamed Zappy 
as a child is following in mother's footsteps.  Carla Hanson 
Dippold saw this restaurant switch from owner to owner 
over the last 35+ years and cooked for many of them.  I was 
her gopher, always following her in the kitchen wanting to 
help.  At five I was washing dishes, cracking eggs, 
separating coffee filters and rolling silverware. After high 
school, I worked as a Sous-Chef and then for three years as 
an Executive Chef at Chase on the Lake, Walker.   I'd 
always talked of eventually owning my own restaurant 
because I couldnót see myself doing anything else.  I enjoy 
being on the floor interacting with my customers as well as 
creating delicious dishes.  My husband, Kyle, is a great help.  
We were married in August, signed the papers for the 
restaurant Nov. 10 and opened Nov. 27, 2015.  I'm putting 
my heart and soul into this.  Our menu has something for 
everyone; try our mouthwatering burgers, sink your teeth 
into our broasted chicken, entice your taste buds with our 
daily specials, eat breakfast all day, dive into a homemade 
dessert, and a menu made just 
for kids.  If there is something 
you are craving and don't see 
it, just ask, you just might be 
able to have it.  This is family 
dining at its best!   

In the late 1800's a large amount of timber 
was to be harvested in north central 
Minnesota focusing mainly on Cass and 
Hubbard Counties.  Most of this forest 
belonged to T.B. Walker.  In order to set up 
the logging company two problems had to be 
solved.  First, with no river in the area there 
was no way to move the logs to the mills.  
Second was cash flow, so Healy Akeley 
joined T.B. Walker as a financial partner, and 
together they built the largest logging 
operation in Minnesota history.  Their first 
project was to build a railroad about 30 miles 
long in what is now known as the Paul 
Bunyan State Forest.  With 2 Shay 
locomotives and 63 flat cars they delivered 
six trains of logs to the mill site on 11

th
 Crow 

Wing lake.  A town was built to supply the 
needs of the people who worked in the 
lumber industry.  T.B. Walker named the 
town "Akeley" after his partner.  It grew at a 
rapid pace and soon had two newspapers, 4 

churches, and 17 hotels.  At its peak in 1915-
1916 it had 54 businesses and a population 
estimated at 5,000.  The mill was ready to 
operate in 1897 but had to wait till 1899 
because the railroad wasnôt completed.  The 
town and mill flourished for 17 years with 600 
men working in the mill and another 1300 in 
the logging camps.  Then in June of 1916 the 
mill was closed due to lack of timber.  This 
left Akeley with no way to support its people, 
and by 1920 the population dropped to 
around 400 where it remains today.   
The Red River Lumber Company used Paul 
Bunyan in an advertisement in 1914.  William 
B. Laughead created Paul and Babe the 
Blue Ox and the other 
characters to use in the Red 
River advertisements.  This 
gives Akeley the claim as 
Paul Bunyan's birthplace. 
 
By Nels Kramer 

A Brief History of Akeley 

Summer hours:  

Sun. �² Thurs. 6:30 AM �² 8 PM 

Fri. & Sat. 6:30 AM �² 9 PM  

Phone: 218-652-2233  


