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REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING: MAY 4, 2016, beginning 10:00 A.M., at AAA Mid- Atlantic in Hamilton, NJ.  .   
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Spring is finally in the air.  Mother Nature is now popping flowers out of the ground and before we know it summer will suddenly appear.  Summertime, particularly the 101 days between Memorial Day and Labor Day, means motor vehicles will be transporting passengers to the wonderful lakes and shore areas in NJ.  Unfortunately summer is also a deadly time of the year and a busy time for Traffic Officers.  We can help reduce the tragedy simply by enforcing traffic laws that are in place.  Think of the countless lives that we can save by being diligent in performing the duty we are sworn to do.  Remember that drivers do not want to cause harm to others, especially to their own family members.  Some drivers do drive drunk, overdrive, talk on the phone, text, or are otherwise are distracted while going to their destination.  Sometimes just having police presence deters auto mishaps and very often even criminal activity.  Make your presence known by actively patrolling areas and be conspicuous by making motor vehicle stops. No one wants to get caught in the act of committing an offense and police presence deters crime and motor vehicle violations.  Motorcycles and bicycles will also take to the roadways – watch out for their safety.  Stay safe, Tim 
NHTSA SPEEDS UP AUTOMATIC BRAKING:  NHTSA announced a commitment by 20 automakers representing more than 99 percent of the U.S. auto market to make automatic emergency braking a standard feature on virtually all new cars no later than NHTSA’s 2022 reporting year, which begins Sept 1, 2022.  Automakers making the commitment are Audi, BMW, FCA US LLC, Ford, General Motors, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar Land Rover, Kia, Maserati, Mazda, Mercedes-Benz, Mitsubishi Motors, Nissan, Porsche, Subaru, Tesla Motors Inc., Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo Car USA. The unprecedented commitment means that this important safety technology will be available to consumers more quickly than would be possible through the regulatory process.  AEB systems help prevent crashes or reduce their severity by applying the brakes for the driver. The systems use on-vehicle sensors such as radar, cameras or lasers to detect an imminent crash, warn the driver and apply the brakes if the driver does not take sufficient action quickly enough. 

ARIZONA ATTORNEY GENERAL PUTS BRAKES ON PHOTO ENFORCEMENT: The Arizona Attorney dealt a blow to the photo enforcement companies by finding that red light camera and speed camera companies violate the state's private investigator statute. Under the law, anyone other than a police officer who gathers evidence for use in a court trial must be a licensed investigator. The AG said "By definition, persons who contract to operate a photo enforcement system engage in a business to 'secure evidence to be used... in the trial of civil or criminal cases and the preparation therefor.'  This interpretation,  that photo enforcement system contractors must comply with private investigator licensing laws, is also reinforced by the fact that photo enforcement system contractors are not exempted from Arizona's private investigator licensing requirements.  He further said, "there is nothing stopping companies like ATS and Redflex from obtaining licenses for its employees. The process requires strict background checks, registration, payment of fees and completion of a three-year apprenticeship.” 
BILL VISSER PASSES ON:   Bill Visser, a charter and faithful member of the NJPTOA, passed on after putting up the good fight battling a disease that finally took his life.  Bill will always be remembered as an untiring member who gave his all in our formative years.  He was a member of the Wayne Police Department and most recently worked for AAA.  Bill’s working legacy leaves us with good memories of his life on Earth.  We pray that if his Journey to heaven has traffic problems – he will solve them all and meet Saint Peter at the Gate. Rest in peace brother – You earned your place in heaven and they are blessed to have you aboard.  We wish his department, wife and family, our sincere and deepest condolences.  He will always be cherished in our hearts and remembered in our prayers.   

As of April 20, 2016 there were 150 traffic fatalities in NJ compared to 132 during the same period in 2015,  AN INCREASE OF 18 DEATHS.  
	COUNTY
	2016
	2015
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2016
	2015
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	04
	09
	-05
	Bergen 
	09
	07
	+02

	Burlington 
	05
	09
	-04
	Camden 
	11
	12
	-01

	Cape May 
	04
	05
	-01
	Cumberland 
	09
	05
	+04

	Essex 
	09
	08
	+01
	Gloucester 
	13
	05
	+08

	Hudson 
	05
	07
	-02
	Hunterdon 
	04
	01
	+03

	Mercer 
	04
	08
	-04
	Middlesex 
	14
	09
	+05

	Monmouth 
	11
	04
	+07
	Morris 
	06
	07
	-01

	Ocean 
	12
	10
	+02
	Passaic 
	08
	04
	+04

	Salem 
	     04
	-0-
	+04
	Somerset 
	03
	13
	-10

	Sussex 
	05
	03
	+02
	Union 
	03
	05
	-02

	Warren
	07
	01
	+06
	 
	
	
	

	Deaths: Driver 83/61; Passenger 26/22; Pedalcyclist 01/02; Pedestrian 40/47. Crashes 141/127. PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES ON THE RISE IN NJ: A New Jersey lawmaker wants to make walking hazards be subject to tickets and possible jail time.  Legislation was introduced that would slap a $50 fine and possible jail time on pedestrians who text while crossing the street.  Under the bill, anyone found guilty of using a handheld phone while crossing the street would face the same penalty as jaywalkers and face 15 days in jail.  Half the fine goes to educational programs on the dangers of texting while walking.  NJ  had the 10th highest pedestrian fatality rate nationwide in 2014 at 1.88 per 100,000.  NJ had 33 pedestrian deaths so far in 2016, and 170 in all of 2015.  Nationwide, in 2010, there were about 2 million pedestrian injuries related to cell phone use and pedestrian deaths tripled between 2004 and 2010.                                      87% OF DRIVERS ENGAGE IN RISKY DRIVING: About 87% of drivers engaged in at least one risky behavior while behind the wheel, according to latest research by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. These unsafe behaviors include driving while distracted, impaired, drowsy, speeding, running red lights or not wearing a seat belt. These disturbing results come as nearly 33,000 Americans died in car crashes in 2014, and preliminary estimates project a nine percent increase in deaths for 2015. The report finds that 1 in 3 drivers have had a friend or relative seriously injured or killed in a crash, and 1 in 5 have been involved in a crash that was serious enough for someone to go to the hospital. The new survey results are part of the AAA Foundation's annual Traffic Safety Culture Index, which identifies attitudes and behaviors related to driver safety. To see the latest report, go to: www.aaafoundation.org. To see the news release and unsafe behaviors drivers engaged and how often, go to: newsroom.aaa.com. 
CINCO de MAYO:  Cinco de Mayo, May 5, 2016, has become a big night out for many particularly among young adults. But it is also a very dangerous night because of alcohol-impaired drivers. Those celebrating should designate their sober driver in advance, before the festivities begin.  For campaign materials from NHTSA's marketing that can be shared go to: www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.                                     POLICE CAR RECALL:  Nearly 6,300 police cars are being recalled by General Motors because the electric power-assisted steering can fail.  The recall covers Chevrolet Caprice Police Pursuit vehicles from 2014 to 2016 model years.  Corrosion on a connector causes the problem.  If it happens the cars still have manual steering.  GM said the problem occurs because police cars often run 20 hours a day and heat can build up under the hood while idling.  Dealers will replace the steering gear unit.                                    GIVE THEM A BRAKE: The warm weather ahead is accompanied by roadway construction or repairs that will expose the safety of workers.  Check all sites for proper warning and signage. Also do your utmost to protect workers so they can complete the task as quickly as possible and return to normal operation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 POLICE MEMORIAL SERVICE:   The police memorial service for law enforcement officers is on May 24th at the great Auditorium in Ocean Grove, NJ, beginning at 11:00 A.M.  This year we will pay homage to Trooper Eli McCarson NJ State Police, Trooper Anthony Raspa, NJ State Police and Corporal Scott Thompson, Manchester Township Police.  The event is sponsored by the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police and is an opportunity honor our fallen heroes.                                                                                                                                                      
2016 DUES NOW PAYABLE: The Annual NJPTOA membership Dues for 2016 is $50.00 per year, per department. For your convenience an invoice is attached. Please make payment as soon as possible. NATIONAL SEAT BELT MOBILIZATION:  The 2016 Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization is May 23 to June 5, 2016.                                                                                                                                                
April is the National Distracted Driving Awareness Month and Alcohol Awareness Month
                            NEXT MEETING:  APRIL 6, 2016 AT AAA Mid- ATLANTIC, HAMILTON, NJ  

                REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY 

NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com

2016 INVOICE

DATE
ITEM
AMOUNT
1/1/2016
Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
$50.00
TOTAL:
$50.00
DATE:  1/1/2016   SIGNED:  Timothy Franco,  President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)


	

	

	
	


