Which level would you like me to approach this text on?  


It calls for a simple act, 



so we could take it at the surface level 




and say that women should have a head covering on 




and men should not 





when praying and prophesying.  


Acknowledge that men are following God's word for the most part in this church 


and that the women are most Sunday's being naughty, 



unless I have not turned on the heat on in the winter 



and everyone is wearing a stocking cap.

Or I could spend this time looking at the Greek words in great depth 


and try to give you insight into what Paul was trying to say 



in this particular context.  

We could do the dance Paul leads us through as he uses the term, “Head.”  


Which there is obviously the physical top of the body referred to, 



where the skull lives, 


and there is the metaphorical head.  



Where we get hung up on the idea of authority, 


but the Greek more likely means, “Source.”  

Which would help explain the Genesis references better 


and Paul's extensive discussion of who came from where.  

We would find that 'source' for 'head' made more sense than authority.  


Hear verses 3 and 4 translated this way.  

“Now I want you to realize that the source of every man is Christ, 


and the source of the woman is man, 


and the source of Christ is God.  

Every man who prays or prophesies with his source covered dishonors his source.”

This would leave us free and clear of the issue 


the last few generations have rebelled against in this passage.  

Women having a man being in authority over them.  


Of this text supporting the idea that Paul is a woman hater 



and thought of them as second class citizens.  

But at some point, 


there is needs to be an acknowledgement 



that Paul is calling for certain actions to be taken.  


Verse 5 does not let the source transition play cleanly through.  


“And every woman who prays or prophesises with her source uncovered



 dishonors her source, 


it is just and though her source were shaved.”  

I could make that work, 


if we take the scene from the Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe, 

where Aslan is shaved on the stone table.  


This huge, 


majestic lion, 


made to look like an alley cat.  

But verse 6 brings it solidly into the practical, 

“If a woman does not cover her source, 


she should have her hair cut off.”

So we know we need to walk the transition of head carefully.  


Paul enjoys his word play.  


We need to play with him.  

But we need to be careful of which parts of the word play we play with.  


If, 



for the metaphorical head, 


we use authority instead of source, 



we are putting words into Paul's mouth.  


Head was not used in that sense for another 500 years.

In the end, 


the deeper Greek study has some valuable nuggets, 



but it does not make clear exactly what Paul intended.  

Whether he meant a scarf on a woman's head, 


or what the Greek word actually means 



to “have down on the head.”  

Thus, some christians use this text 


to promote having the women wear their hair up in a bun.  

Which has some backing historically as well, 


since a prostitute's business card, 



was wearing their hair down.

But as I wade into the meaning of the Greek, 


I find myself making more and more enemies.  

I will find plenty of resistance if I say, 


“Women, in order to be safe on a Sunday, 



you must grow your hair long, 



but have it done up, 



buns are preferable, 



and be wearing a scarf over your head at minimum, 




but hats are culturally okay as well.”  

Hopefully the men would still talk to me, 


since our culture still accepts the general notion, 



“Guys, 




take your hat off during worship.”

So instead of alienating all of the women, 


is there another option for preaching this text?  

I have used the term culturally a few times in why I am going to get in trouble, 


so maybe that is something to look at.  

Another piece to look at is, 


“What was the symbolism of such acts?”

To do so, 


we need to step back a few steps 



and remember where Corinth was in time 



and what was happening in the church.  

Corinth was a booming town 


finding its culture as it went along.  

People who once were under authority 


found freedom in Corinth, 



as the standards were not institutionalized yet.  

So the former Roman army generals, 


with their retirement wealth 



were experiencing life without regiment for the first time.  

Traders who lived by their own rules 


were thriving in this epicenter of trade from the North and the South, 


and East and West of the Roman empire.  

In the midst of this, 


Paul had arrived declaring the source of true freedom, 



Jesus Christ.  

The people were no longer bound by the social customs of the world, 

no longer in chains over the sins of their past, 


they were free to fully human.  


To be the people God created them to be. 

But then the question becomes, 


what is fully human like?  


What distinguishes fully human?  

Once again, 


I wade into the conversation that our society is having at this time.  

We are not the first to have it, 


the Corinthians were asking Paul the same question, 


they were doing things to live out their fully redeemed lives.  

One of which Paul is addressing in this passage.  


That issue is, 



what does it mean to be a woman 



or a man 




created in God's image?

At that time, 

a woman in the culture of the Corinth, 


had long hair 


that was worn up 


with a covering, 



we would assume from Paul's instructions here.  

Men had shorter hair 


that was not covered while worshipping.  



That was the custom.  

That was the way that women and men 


lived out their lives 


and symbolically recognized that God made them unique.  

It was not who wore dresses and who wore pants, 


which it was for a couple hundred years in America, 


because most were wearing robes that covered everything but the head.

Paul is saying 


that trying to look like the other gender, 



by wearing your hair down, 



or not having a covering, 


or if you are a man, 



growing out your hair long, 




was not celebrating and living into what God made you as.  

The symbol that showed who your source was, 


was being distorted.  

Women did not come man, 

nor did man come from man.  


They both find their source in Christ, 



who comes from God.  

So they are to live out the way God created them.  


One is not better than the other, 



Paul explains 




by combining the two Genesis creation stories.  

Eve came from Adam, 

but all future Adams 


or men 



came from women.  

So neither one has superiority over the other 


as the supreme source.  

The only one who does is God, 


who sent us a source of New Life in Jesus.  

God gave us our created life, 


with Jesus involved in that process.  

God also gives us our life as eternal citizens of his Kingdom, 


through the source of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.

This had been overlooked 


as the women of the Corinthian church lived into this new life.  

They began to do things that declared that the way God intended them to be 


was not part of being fully human.  

The features, 

the curves, 

the parts that God gave women were intentional 


and all serve a purpose in building up his kingdom.  

The same stands for men.  


Our features, 


curves, 


and parts were intentional 



and serve a purpose in building up God's kingdom.  

To dispatch of those, 

to try and be 

or turn ourselves into the other 


is foolishness.  

We are proclaiming that God did something wrong.

At the same time, 


we need to realize that Paul was talking to the men and women 

about what their culture deemed to be 


men and women's attire and dress.  

Right now, 


it is still hard for a man to justify wearing high heels or a mini-skirt, 


it might be hard for a woman as well, 



especially with the board walks in town.  

But it is currently the social norm for both genders to wear pants.  

Where Paul is trying to get us, 


especially with the comment about angels is, 



to think about how we will be worshipping in front of Jesus 



when we see him face to face.  

As a prince of God, 


are you men presenting yourself in a way 



that will bring glory and honor to the King, 



Ruler, 



and Creator of the universe, 


to the savior of your life?  

As a princess of God, 


are you presenting yourself as the unique 


and beautiful creation of the Lord and Creator of the universe?  

You are not here to “Go to Church.”  

You are here to worship Jesus 


and the Triune God he is part of.  

When some of us go to sporting events, 


we know how to dress in order to honor those we have allegiance to.  



Our proper jersey, 



correct color of face paint, 



abnormally large foam hand, 



and dual tone pom-pom.  

We are here to praise God.  


Are we hiding who God created us to be 


or are we living into that role with all of our heart and soul, 



including little things that symbolize that God created me male 



and you as males or females.  


Because that is part of the beauty of God's creation.  

With God, 


males are not saved over females, 


nor females before males.  

All are saved on the same premise, 


faith in Jesus their savior, 



who did the work for both genders.  

But we will still have those parts of us 


that distinguish us as male and female in heaven.  

For that is how God created us.  


That was before sin came and destroyed that union.  

So how in God's Kingdom will we interact as males and females?   


Those God given parts will remain, 



so do not be ashamed of them, 



or spend time wishing that you were otherwise created.  

Work with what you have.  


Dressing in ways to feel like the opposite gender, 



is permissible, 


but it does not build up you 


or the body of Christ.  

It also has the possibility of mastering who you are.  

So follow Paul 


as he follows Christ 



and live into who God created you to be.

