A common hypothetical question is, 


“If you had a million dollars, 



what would you do?”  

While there are lots of possible answers, 


we discovered last week 



that buying your place in God's Kingdom 



is not one of them from the Rich Young Ruler.  

Jesus destroyed the long standing myth 


that if you are wealthy, 



that your salvation is assured, 


because you are obviously blessed by God.  

Jesus puts the nails in the coffin this week 


and the disciples ask follow up questions, 



trying to make sense of their world that has been thrown out of order.

The first concept, 


twice repeated, 



is debilitating.  


“It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Again I tell you, 


it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 



than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

These two statements, 


despite desperate exegesis to try and make it mean other than it does, 



mean exactly what they say.  

It is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom.  

It would be easier to take the largest mammal of the land 


and put it through the eye of a needle.  

A fancy word for what Jesus is trying to say 


is the word, “impossible.”  


It means it can not be done.  

Your wealth will not get you into heaven.  

Your wealth is not a sign that God has blessed you.

We must realize that we fall into this category.  


We are among the rich of the world.  

And if we are not living in a bubble, 


we have grown up being told that America is the greatest nation on earth, 


we are a 



or the superpower on earth, 


and all other nations bend to our whim.  

Our founding fathers framed us as a city on the hill 


for the nations to see God's light.  

The prosperity of this land has fed into this narrative over the decades, 


leaving us standing like the Emperor with his new clothes, 



naked before God 



when we stand in front of this text.  

This text makes it clear that our prosperity, 


our wealth, 


our power, 



have no correlation to our standing with Jesus and his Father.  


The closest line we can draw 



is they hinder it 



or prevent it.

We see how in the disciples first question.  


“Who then can be saved?”  

They asked this from an astonished viewpoint.  


The very people that they thought had what it takes 



to get into the Kingdom of Heaven 




have just been ruled out by Jesus.  


Why?  

The disciples also carried the ever nagging thought 


that we can save ourselves 



if we have just the right thinking, 



the right resources, 



the right attitude, 



the right technology, 




at the right time.  

We can pull this thing called life together by ourselves.  

If someone has lots of wealth, 


they have access to the education, 


the training, 


the time, 


and the technology to put this life together.  

At least more time than someone without money 


who is just trying to make sure they eat this week.  

But again, we are falling into the rulers misstep.  


Thinking that life can be bought, 


when life can only be lived.

We can only live like Jesus 


when we are ready to be dependent like Jesus.  

When we realize the gifts and possessions we have, 


are not for our benefit, 


but to be used to benefit the Kingdom of God, 



which includes the world we live in.  

Yet, we live in a world swamped by things. 


These things continue to pile up in our houses, 



because they promise to make life easier, 



to make the non-enjoyable parts of our day less daunting.  

But if all the hard work is done, 


what then do we do with our time?  

The author Marva Dawn 


has lamented the dishwasher coming to her house 



in almost every one of her books I have read.  

She says that while it would take an hour every night in her household growing up 


to do the dishes with her siblings, 



that is where they learned to sing in harmony, 



designate tasks, 



and talk about their day.  


Their hands were occupied, 



but there was a consistent time to check in and work together. 




Is this true dishes crew? 

There is something to be said 


for slowing down 


and not having every luxury, 



even if we can afford it.  


There is life to be lived with one another.  

Do we leave that together time for our vacations, 


or are we finding it in the course of our every day life?

Jesus answers the disciples questions with a nugget of hope.  


Man can not save themselves.  



This is impossible.  


For as Romans 3:22-24 and others remind us, 



“We all have sinned 



and all fall short of the glory of God.”  

But with God, 


nothing is impossible!  

We sometimes look to the world around us to save us, 


assuming that God will give it the last little boost 



as a courtesy to speed up the process.  

But salvation is from God alone.  


There is nothing that we do to ensure that it occurs.  



Whether you have worked every day of your life, 




or none of your days, 





that does not matter.  



If you have a billion dollars, 




or one, 





that does not matter.  



If you are in charge of this nation 




or if you are not even in charge of your own thoughts, 





that does not matter.  


What matters is God 



and God alone.  

Our salvation rests in God's hands and feet.  


Which were all nailed to the cross 



to secure our salvation.

Thankfully, 


we have a loving and gracious God 



who offers us all salvation as a gift, 



not something that we need to earn, 



or even something that we need to maintain a performance level up 




so that we don't lose it.  



It is all up to God, 




we just need to follow God.

Which Peter has yet to fully grasp.  


He has just heard that the rich aren't getting into the Kingdom via their money, 


and most of the disciples are not among the wealthiest.  

Peter automatically assumes that the reciprocal poor get in 


and the disciples have given up many comforts to follow Jesus.  

So Peter's next question is, 


“What about us?”  



We have given up our wealth to follow you, 




unlike the last guy, 



so where do we stand?  

Now, asking God where you stand with him is a healthy question, 


as long as you are ready to move your feet if you need be closer to him.

Jesus gives a broad overview 


rather than a carefully nuanced status check.  

But the whole description depends on “following Jesus.”  

We can not follow Jesus 


if something else has a higher calling on our life,


if we are following something else,



because the two don't go the same way.  




Whether that is our Job, 




our retirement account, 




our belongings, 




or whatever else has infiltrated your life as an idol.  

Something as simple as our routines 


may prevent us from following Jesus.  

As Jesus lists off here, 


even family can be a hindrance.

But it is important to look closely at the family list that Jesus gives, 


because there are people that are not to be forsaken.  

The first thing to notice is that husbands are not to leave their wives, 


nor vice versa.  

As we already worked through earlier in this chapter, 


marriage is that important to the plan of God, 



that no man should separate what God has joined together.  
The second piece to notice is the scary words, “children.”  


But if you will remember after we talked about marriage, 



we talked about children, 




and their were different words for children.  

Jesus earlier said, let the little children, 


the “Padian” come to me.  

When Jesus talks here about leaving children, 


he is talking about “tekna,” 



grown children.  


Those who have reached puberty and older.
This is why looking at the Greek is important.  


There have been numerous small children left behind 


or put in boarding schools, 



so that mom and dad could follow their missionary aspirations.  

Jesus does not desire this, 


nor would he require it.  

He may be calling us somewhere, 


but he will provide a way for our children 


and our spouse to come as well.  

But there is the call to also leave our parents at some point 


and cleave to our spouse when we are married.  


To leave and cleave.  



I have observed on numerous occasions 




the chaos that occurs when this does not happen.  



None of it glorifies God.

But if God is calling us to follow him somewhere, 


but we refuse because of our parents, 


siblings, 


or grown children, 

or because of our nice house, 


we have followed in the footsteps of the ruler.  

We may not realize what we are doing, 


but essentially we are walking away from Jesus sad, 



because we are giving up living the life God intends for us.

When we have followed, 


we will find ourselves inheriting 100 fold of what we once had.  

By leaving Montana and coming here, 


I gained brothers and sisters, 


some more fathers and mothers, 


have had more houses opened to me, 



and raised a few full grown children along the way.  

Jesus' word is true as long as his church exists.  


But it all comes through what Jesus has done, 



not because of anything that we have done.  

If you want to believe in the world's lies, 


that you can do any of this yourself, 



I invite you to grab a sewing needle 



and a camel, 


or if we are adapting to regional culture, 



a moose, 




and try sticking it though the eye of a needle.  


You can't do it, 



but make sure you have medical insurance if you try.  


But God can, 



for nothing is impossible with God.  

So make sure you are trusting the right person to accomplish your salvation.  


An obvious hint, 



it is not you 



or anyone with a lot of money, 




even if it is a million dollars.
