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Covering the world

Journalists from Kentucky and India find common ground

Continued from page 8

The team teaching approach readily
lends itself to this focus.

-Independent journalism. In this era of
newspaper layoffs, closings and changes in
the United States, journalists are and will
continue to start small, independent ven-
tures. Many involve the Internet and multi-
media tools such as video. Dhar has done
this in India with two independent ven-
tures — Trans World Features, a feature
service he runs, and India Blooms (india-
blooms.com), which he runs with a few
others.

-Multi-media journalism. The future of
newsgathering and dissemination is tied to
the Internet, and India is ahead of the U.S.
in many ways. The Internet is also an
important way to communicate across
countries and cultures.

Dhar has experience running Internet
portals, while Ungar is well-versed in

Internet journalism in Louisville, co-
authoring her fourth blog (two have cov-
ered health trends, one followed a man
dying of sickle cell and one followed
experiences in India); conceptualizing,
shooting and editing video; and providing
real-time updates of breaking news off of
her medical beat at The Courier-Journal.

-Narrative and enterprise journalism.
One of the biggest challenges in American
journalism today is translating the depth,
perspective and strong storytelling in the
best newspapers to the Web.

And while journalism is thriving in
India, narrative writing is not widely prac-
ticed. Ungar has a lot of experience report-
ing and writing in this style and can share
this with students both in Kolkata (former-
ly Calcutta) and in Kentucky.

Hands-on assignments for students in
Kolkata have involved developing and cri-
tiquing story proposals grounded in local
events but with an international focus. But

for the ambitious, participants could do a
multimedia project based on the ideas
taught, which could be published through
Dhar’s Web portal, India Blooms (india-
blooms.com) or through Trans World Fea-
tures, a wire and Web service.

There’s also the possibility of Web-
based linkups between university students
in Kentucky and West Bengal. Students
could learn about each others’ cultures and
even possibly do joint projects.

While speaking at CU, Dhar spoke of
the opportunity that students could have
via his service.

“Just e-mail me a pitch and we will see
how it sounds,” said Dhar. “The people of
India are starving for any news from
around the world, but particularly Ameri-
ca. Newspapers are resold and reread until
they just crumble in your hands.”

Ungar added, “That’s right. If you give
us a decent story that is well written, you
could be published in India and who
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knows, maybe a wire service could pick it
up.”

Another Kentucky connection is a new
box plant that is coming to Elizabethtown.
UFLEX Ltd., an Indian firm, has selected
Elizabethtown, Ky., for its first U.S. manu-
facturing facility. The company will ini-
tially invest $90 million and create 125
jobs, and ultimately invest $180 million
and 250 jobs.

Stan McKinney, lead professor for mass
communication, said, “Any student who is
from that area has a great opportunity to
write a story about how this affects the
people of that area. They would almost be
guaranteed a byline on an international
level.”

Unger and Dhar pointed out that our
international possibilities are only limited
by our lack of effort or drive.

Dhar said, “Students can expand their
horizons by using what is in front of
them.”
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Journalists from Kentucky and India find common ground

RICK WILSON
Co-editor

n Wednesday, April 20,
O Campbellsville University

was host to Laura Ungar
and Sujoy Dhar, two international
journalists who have developed a
partnership to broaden the oppor-
tunities of students in India, Ken-
tucky and Indiana.

Their educational program
links Kentuckians with India, a
rising economic, technological
and cultural power with a popula-
tion of more than a billion.

Laura Ungar covers health and
medicine for The Courier-Journal
and has been a journalist for 21
years. Before coming to the
newspaper siz years ago, she was
a reporter for The News Journal
in Wilmington, Del. and The
Hartford Courant in Connecticut.

In addition to print journalism,
she also blogs, shoots and edits
video and has even had a few
front-page photo credits.

Ungar has years of experience
in enterprise and narrative writing
and concentrates largely on major
projects. Several of her projects
have inspired action, including a
series she co-authored on high
cancer mortality rates in
Delaware, which inspired the
governor to allocate $10 million
to help poor Delawareans get
diagnosed earlier.

Projects in Louisville have
examined Kentucky’s poor
health, health insurance problems
among middle-class Americans, a
young woman'’s breast cancer
battle and the scourge of cervical
cancer in India.

Ungar first visited India
through an international journal-
ism fellowship in 2007, and
returned in 2008, when she wrote
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Sujoy Dhar and Laura Ungar spoke to several classes while on campus. Dhar hopes to establish an
on-going relationship with the university.

a follow-up story. She has won
more than 25 national, regional
and local awards and fellowships,
including two national prizes for
the India project.

She has recently started doing
freelance work for The Washing-
ton Post and the Boston Globe.

Sujoy Dhar has been a jour-
nalist for 17 years, covering
every major mainstream event in

eastern India’s West Bengal state.

He is a correspondent for The

Washington Times and for sever-
al years was the only regional
correspondent for Reuters, cover-
ing topics such as business and
economy, politics and entertain-
ment.

But health, environment,
human rights and development
are the subjects closest to his
heart. Some of his stories have
examined poor sex workers’ fight
against HIV/AIDS and a violent
farmers’ movement against the

policy of industrialization over
seized farmland pursued by the
Communist government.

Dhar is also an entrepreneur,
setting up his own feature
agency, Trans World Features, in
2002, and more recently a news
portal called India Blooms
(www.indiablooms.com).

While the portal aims to be a
one-stop shop for news and infor-
mation about India, the feature
service caters to the weekend

supplements of some of India’s
newspapers, portals and other
outlets.

Dhar is also well-known
travel writer and consulting editor
of Steel Xpress, a steel industry
magazine. He is an examiner of
the Calcutta University journal-
ism degree course and has co-
authored The Reporter, an
exhaustive book on reporting for
students and working journalists
that is used at many major jour-
nalism schools, colleges and uni-
versities.

Dhar has contributed articles
to several national and interna-
tional journals and magazines and
has been abroad on scholarships,
reporting on issues such as
nuclear reactors in Europe.

Before joining Reuters, he
worked with Indo-Asian News
Service and United News of
India, two leading Indian news
agencies.

Ungar and Dhar team teach at
universities and organizations in
and around Kolkata, India and
Kentucky, USA.

The mini-classes involve
speaking as well as hands-on
assignments and some one-on-
one time with students. So far,
they offered their program at five
universities in Kentucky and
Indiana and three in West Bengal,
India, plus a women’s journalism
group in Kolkata.

The program focuses on four
areas but can be tailored to a uni-
versity’s needs:

-Diversity in journalism, or the
similarities and differences in
how journalism is practiced in
both countries during these
changing times.

See COVERING/10
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Beauford Sanders wins his 900th game

Editor’s note: This story was written
by Chris Megginson, sports information
director for Campbellsville University.

Beauford Sanders, Kentucky’s win-
ningest active baseball coach, reached
another milestone Monday, April 18 when
he collected his 900th career win in 33
years of coaching with a 4-3 victory over
Mid-South Conference foe Shawnee State
University.

The win for Campbellsville Universi-
ty’s head baseball coach came in game one
of a doubleheader sweep, as the Tigers
dropped the second game, 4-0, to the
Bears to sit at 24-17 on the season and 18-
5 in MSC play at the end of the conference
season.

“Honestly and truthfully, I haven’t real-
ly thought about 900. The big thing for us
is playing better baseball and getting better
at the plate,” Sanders said.

“Today, I was so proud that the guys
started off poorly in early innings but per-
severed and got a little bit better, and a lit-
tle bit better. The most important thing is
the team and how we’re doing. I want the
guys to feed off this.”

Sanders, who collected his first win in
March 1978 at North Greenville Commu-
nity College with a walk-off home run by
Chuck Compton, has found a milestone
walk-off hero at Campbellsville.

Craig Edwards, a junior from Tay-
lorsville, Ky., drove in the winning run for
the Tigers Monday just as he did last April
for Sanders’ 600th win as Campbellsville’s
head coach.

“Anybody would have loved to have
done it, but it meant a lot to me, because
I’ve been here three years,” Edwards said.
“It really meant a lot, because I’ve been
working so hard, and so has he. He’s
worked so hard for this program, and he’s
so passionate for the game.

“Nobody deserves the win more than he
does.”

Edwards’ opposite field RBI double to
left scored Rylan Chin for the winning run
after the Tigers trailed 3-1 early in the
game.

Sanders mentioned a Tiger rally.

The Bears put up a two-spot in the first
inning, but Campbellsville scored a run in
the third, fourth and fifth innings with

RBIs by Danny Lapchak, Anthony Jakosa
and Gabriel Arcoleo. Michael McBride,
struggled early on the mound also, giving
up all four Shawnee hits and three runs in
the first four innings. He went on to strike
out seven for the complete-game win.

Shawnee State won the second game, 4-
0, with the help of a three-run home run by
Zach Alexander off Tiger pitcher Jacob
Cook.

While Sanders is glad to have win 900
under his belt, he is looking forward to the
remainder of the season, which includes a
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Beauford Sanders won his 900th game April 18 against Shawnee State University.

best-of-three series against MSC East
champion University of Virginia’s College
at Wise April 22-23.

“What I want more than anything is for
the guys to feed off this,” Sanders said.

“The 900 is great, but it’s because of
players, situations and the assistant coach-
es. I’ve been blessed and very fortunate to
be along for the ride ... I thank the good
Lord for health and strength and the
opportunity to build a decent program and
to be able to go to battle with.”

A YEAR BY YEAR LOOK
AT SANDERS’ LEGACY

N.G.C.C.: 268-247 (.518)
CU: 632-439 (590)
1991: 8-30 (.210) Started 0-18, Finished 8-12
1992: 26-20 (.565) Western Division Champi-
ons
1993: 20-21-1 (.488)
1994: 30-19 (.612) KIAC Runner-Up, Region-
al Appearance
1995: 41-14 (.745) KIAC Champions, Region-
al Runner-up
1996: 37-19-1 (.661) KIAC Champions,
Regional Appearance
1997: 28-25 (.539) Mid-South Regional
Appearance
1998: 18-31 (.367)
1999: 30-22 (.577)
2000: 31-29 (.517) MSC Champions, Regional
XI Qualifier
2001: 31-18 (.633) MSC Champions, Regional
XI Qualifier
2002: 14-36 (.280)
2003: 29-17 (.630) MSC Champions, Region
XI Qualifier
2004: 33-23 (.589) Region XI Qualifier
2005: 43-14 (.754) MSC Champions, Region
XI Qualifier
2006: 38-14 (.731) MSC Champions, Region
XI Qualifier
2007: 43-18 (.705) MSC Champions, Region
XI Runner-Up
2008: 27-20 (.575) MSC Champions, Region
XI Runner-Up
2009: 39-12 (.765) MSC Champions, NAIA
Opening Round Champions, World Series
Qualifier
2010: 42-22 (.656) MSC Champions, NAIA
Opening Round Runner-Up
2011: 24-17 (.585) MSC West Champions

Totals: 900-686 (.567)

For the third straight year, Camp-
bellsville University wrapped up the regu-
lar season Mid-South Conference champi-
onship, as the Tigers collected a 5-3 win
Saturday, April 23 at Tiger Field against
MSC East Division winner University of
Virginia's College at Wise.

The difference between the previous
four regular season titles though is Satur-
day's crown punches the Tigers' ticket to
the NAIA Baseball Tournament. Having
the regular season automatic bid, some-
thing new for the MSC this season,
relieves any pressure of having to win the
MSC Tournament, which began Thursday,
April 28 at Tiger Field after presstime.





