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H

aving problems writing
persuasively? Well, you
are not alone.

Writing persuasively is
challenging for most learners
because it requires much more
from them than just restating
what they have researched.
Persuasive writing requires
authors to take a position on an
issue, gather and synthesize
information in a manner that
influences readers’ opinions.

This Resource Manuel will make
the process of learning how to
write persuasively much easier
for learners of all ages. YOUR
WRITING GRADES WILL SOAR,
because it rationalizes the need
for writing persuasively in our
complex society. It teaches
readers about the intricacies of a
thesis statement as well as the
anatomy of a persuasive essay.

Purchase your
Downloadable
copy today @

Kindlestore.com
Hardcopy available soon
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EDITORIAL

LOOKING AT U.S.-CARIBBEAN CONNECTIONS
AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS
by
Mervyn O’Neil

T

Governor in the state of California, USA.
he US-Caribbean connection is best
known and acclaimed for what has been

appearing in film, entertainment, and
literature; for example, well known are the
Caribbean connections of Cicely Tyson,
Sidney Poitier, Henry Wilcoxon, Harry
Belafonte, Vidal Naipaul, Samuel Selvon and
so forth. Besides these areas, the USCaribbean connection is also firm in the areas
of politics and government. It is notable that
the American War of Independence impacted
the Caribbean region and that Alexander
Hamilton, the First Secretary of the Treasury
of the newly independent USA, was born at
Nevis in the West Indies. History is also filled
with cases of 17th and 18th Century powers
and glory in Great Britain and Europe which
were wielded by persons from and connected

But when one looks at the Caribbean
in the area of economics, especially in the
context of its recent history with the
Industrial World, there is very little beyond
hands out and handouts. Today - as it has
been from the outset since emancipation of
the African slave - members of the
Caribbean community have been leaving the
region for the Industrial World for economic
reasons. The terms Diaspora and Brain
Drain are quite synonymous and

interchangeable. But effective discourse and
action on these topics are still quite
underdeveloped. Thus, when one looks at
the US-Caribbean connection here is where
some real focus is necessary.
The US-Caribbean connection is a

with the Caribbean. Sir Henry Morgan the

complicated and challenging matter. It is

pirate was at one time the British Governor of

more complicated than the emotions with

Jamaica. Even quite recently, Mervyn Dymally

which it has been associated and which

of Trinidad operated in the role of Lieutenant

have been associated with it so far. For one
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thing, Caribbean people who migrate to the

winners. Therefore to go beyond this, the

Industrial World are generally not

Caribbean must design attractive

sufficiently well in touch with The Bigger

contingencies if it is to benefit from

Stories. Now, if and where economic gains

those who leave. Both the receiver and

are to occur and accrue, a greater grasp of

the giver must be of virtuous mindsets to

these bigger stories must be an important

which there is connectivity. This

part of the equation.

constitutes a huge but noble endeavor on

On one hand, the Industrial World recognizes

both sides.

its good fortune and is grateful for this

There is a 10-year Presidential

wealth of human talent. On the other hand,

Proclamation and there is ongoing

people in the Caribbean expect their kinfolks

Legislation before the government of the

to “run something” back. Generally,

USA on the topic of the US-Caribbean

immigrants arrived abroad with needs and

connection. Proclamations and

they emigrate because of needs. Importantly,

Legislation can go only so far and have

they leave behind no Economic Plan to which

gone only so far to date. There is need

they can relate and they arrive finding no

for pro-active approaches which are

Economic Plan which relates to the places

People-driven where People-driven

from which they come. Thus overall there are

means approaches which translate into

no Economic Strategies beyond those built on

substantive economic precipitants.

self and emotions.

Presidential Proclamations and
The reality is that there are great economic

progressive legislations provide

impacts embedded in migration. There are

opportunities which need to be jumped

benefits for those places receiving

on. They must not be allowed to languish

immigrants and there are loses for those

only in hope that good things will occur.

suffering emigration. Any dislocation of
Human Resources has huge impacts which
are felt mostly economically. Those receiving
immigrants benefits through economic
development; those losing through

migrations suffer economic stagnation and
even worse. Thus, this matter of migration
requires more than superficiality and
goodwill. The real issues and challenges
become what, how and so forth.
For a US-Caribbean connection to be
meaningful, particular energies must be
brought to bear over and above emotional
sentiments because emigrants and those

receiving immigrants both see themselves as

United states

Puerto rico

Saint kitts—nevis

Trinidad and Tobago

Barbados

Dominica

Jamaica

Aruba

Grenada

THE CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN CONNECTION

In June 2005, the House of Representatives unanimously adopted H. Con. Res. 71, sponsored by Congresswoman Barbara Lee, recognizing the significance of Caribbean people and
their descendants in the history and culture of the United States of America. On February 14,
2006, the resolution similarly passed the Senate, culminating a two-year, bipartisan and bicameral effort.
The Proclamation was issued by President George Bush on June 6, 2006. Since this declaration, the White House has issued an annual proclamation recognizing June as CaribbeanAmerican Heritage Month.
The campaign to designate June as National Caribbean American Heritage Month, was spearheaded by Dr. Claire Nelson, Founder and President of the Institute of Caribbean Studies.
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The 2006 President George W. Bush
Caribbean-American Proclamation
The President Proclamation 8028 of June 5, 2006
Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2006
By the President of the United States of America

A PROCLAMATION

D

uring Caribbean-American Heritage
Month, we celebrate the great
contributions of Caribbean Americans to
the fabric of our Nation, and we pay
tribute to the common culture and bonds
of friendship that unite the United States
and the Caribbean countries.

Our Nation has thrived as a country of
immigrants, and we are more vibrant and
hopeful because of the talent, faith, and
values of Caribbean Americans.
For centuries, Caribbean Americans have
enriched our society and added to the
strength of America. They have been
leaders
in
government,
sports,
entertainment, the arts, and many other
fields.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W.
BUSH, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim June 2006 as CaribbeanAmerican Heritage Month. I encourage
all Americans to learn more about the
history of Caribbean Americans and
their contributions to our Nation.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two
thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two
hundred and thirtieth.

(Signed by President George W. Bush)

During the month of June, we also honor
the friendship between the United States
and the Caribbean countries. We are
united by our common values and shared
history, and I join all Americans in
celebrating the rich Caribbean heritage
and the many ways in which Caribbean
Americans have helped shape this Nation.
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President Obama’s 2016
Proclamation

The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, For Immediate Release, May 31, 2016
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION
The dynamism and diversity of Caribbean

The United States is committed to working

Americans have contributed to our Nation's

with the nations of the Caribbean to advance

story in extraordinary ways. Millions of people

security, liberty, and prosperity. That is why

in the United States are connected to our

we have begun a new chapter in our

Caribbean neighbors through ties of commerce

relationship with Cuba — extending a new

and family— a relationship reinforced by the

hand of friendship to the Cuban people that

values and history we hold in common. During

offers fresh hope for both our futures and will

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month,

improve the lives of those living in both our

we celebrate the contributions of our

countries. My Administration also introduced

Caribbean-American brothers and sisters, and

the 100,000 Strong in the Americas initiative

we reflect on how they have bolstered our

to provide higher education exchanges to

country and enriched our traditions.

students across the Western Hemisphere, and
we launched the Young Leaders of the

The bonds between the United States and the

Americas Initiative to address persistent

Caribbean remain strong. Both rooted in

opportunity gaps in the Americas and to give

similar legacies —of trial and triumph,

emerging entrepreneurs and civil society

oppression and liberation — our narratives

leaders the resources they need to reach their

have advanced on a similar path of progress,

full potential. In harnessing the spirit and

driven forward by our shared dedication to

boldness of young people in the Caribbean and

fostering opportunity and forging a brighter

throughout the Americas, and in channeling

future. Caribbean Americans excel in our

their creativity and innovation, we can

universities, inspire us as athletes and

continue to build on the progress we have

musicians, guide us as community and

made. And by carrying out Jamaican-

government leaders, and keep us safe through

American poet Claude McKay's call to "strive

dedicated service in our Armed Forces.

on to gain the height although it may not be in
sight," we can enable more young people, here
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at home and throughout the Caribbean, to reach for
the change that is within their grasp.
The legacy of Caribbean Americans is one of
tenacity and drive; it reminds us that in America,
with faith and determination, anything is
possible. This month, let us honor the resilient
heritage and rich history of Caribbean Americans,
and let us reflect upon the diversity of experiences
that unites us as a people.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of
the United States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June
2016 as National Caribbean-American Heritage
Month. I encourage all Americans to celebrate the
history and culture of Caribbean Americans with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand this thirty-first day of May, in the year of our
Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and fortieth.

BARACK OBAMA, president of the United States
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US-CARIBBEAN STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT LEGISLATION
Failings in US Assistance for Haiti Reconstruction

I

n 2013, Representative Ed Royce (R-

Corruption and diminished efforts after

CA) Chairman of the House Foreign

Media spotlights go out are immense

Affairs Committee, Rep Eliot Engel (D-

negative parts of involvement with the

NY), the Committee’s ranking Member,

Caribbean. If positive changes are to

and Rep Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL),

occur, effective oversight and

Chairman of the subcommittee on the

implementation mechanisms need to be

Middle East and North Africa and

legislated and budgeted in as parts of

chairman Emeritus released an

efforts which are focused on the

alarming Government Accountability

Caribbean.

Office (GOA) report documenting
serious delays and lack of oversight in
United States Agency for International

Development (USAID) assistance efforts
in Haiti, following the devastating
January 2010 earthquake.

These findings and complaints centered
on corrupting, money not going to

HAITI

intended target plus an 80% scale back
in funds ($1Billion US) originally voted

for Haiti.
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thing, Caribbean people who migrate to the

winners. Therefore to go beyond this, the

Industrial World are generally not

Caribbean must design attractive

sufficiently well in touch with The Bigger

contingencies if it is to benefit from

Stories. Now, if and where economic gains

those who leave. Both the receiver and

are to occur and accrue, a greater grasp of

the giver must be of virtuous mindsets to

these bigger stories must be an important

which there is connectivity. This

part of the equation.

constitutes a huge but noble endeavor on

On one hand, the Industrial World recognizes

both sides.

its good fortune and is grateful for this

There is a 10-year Presidential

wealth of human talent. On the other hand,

Proclamation and there is ongoing

people in the Caribbean expect their kinfolks

Legislation before the government of the

to “run something” back. Generally,

USA on the topic of the US-Caribbean

immigrants arrived abroad with needs and

connection. Proclamations and

they emigrate because of needs. Importantly,

Legislation can go only so far and have

they leave behind no Economic Plan to which

gone only so far to date. There is need

they can relate and they arrive finding no

for pro-active approaches which are

Economic Plan which relates to the places

People-driven where People-driven

from which they come. Thus overall there are

means approaches which translate into

no Economic Strategies beyond those built on

substantive economic precipitants.

self and emotions.

Presidential Proclamations and
The reality is that there are great economic

progressive legislations provide

impacts embedded in migration. There are

opportunities which need to be jumped

benefits for those places receiving

on. They must not be allowed to languish

immigrants and there are loses for those

only in hope that good things will occur.

suffering emigration. Any dislocation of
Human Resources has huge impacts which
are felt mostly economically. Those receiving
immigrants benefits through economic
development; those losing through

migrations suffer economic stagnation and
even worse. Thus, this matter of migration
requires more than superficiality and
goodwill. The real issues and challenges
become what, how and so forth.
For a US-Caribbean connection to be
meaningful, particular energies must be
brought to bear over and above emotional
sentiments because emigrants and those

receiving immigrants both see themselves as
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ENGEL & ROS-LEHTINEN INTRODUCE
U.S.–CARIBBEAN
STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT LEGISLATION
Lawmakers Call for Multiyear Strategy for U.S. Engagement with the Caribbean

In 2016, Representatives Eliot L. Engel (D-NY) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) introduced H.R. 4939 aimed at
the prioritization of the U.S.–Caribbean relationship. Their bill would require the Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to submit to Congress a multiyear

strategy focused on outreach to the Caribbean and its diaspora communities in the U.S.

outreach to the Caribbean diaspora
community in the United States.
3. Outline an approach to partner with
governments of the Caribbean region to
improve citizen security and reduce drug
trafficking.

Eliot L. Engel (D-NY)

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL)

Rep. Engel said “While they are sometimes
overlooked, the countries of the Caribbean are
profoundly important to the United States,
and particularly to the many CaribbeanAmerican citizens in the United States. With
so many crises around the globe that demand
U.S. attention, we can’t lose sight of our longterm interests closer to home but should
instead strengthen and expand ties with our
Caribbean neighbors”
The legislation requires the State Department
and USAID to:
1. Identify agency efforts to prioritize U.S.
policy towards the Caribbean.

4. Establish a comprehensive, multi-year
strategy to improve energy security and
increase access to diverse, reliable, affordable
and sustainable power.
5. Outline an approach to improve diplomatic
engagement with governments of the
Caribbean region.
6. Develop an approach to assisting
Caribbean countries in the diversification of
their economies.
In addition, the bill requires the Government
Accountability Office to produce two key
reports:
1. An evaluation of the Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative (CBSI) and a breakdown of
CBSI assistance provided to each country.
2. An evaluation of U.S. diplomatic
engagement with the Eastern Caribbean.

2. Outline an approach which broaden
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T

owards the end of April 2016, Trinidad and Tobago’s Leader of the Opposition
Kamla Persad-Bissessar flew to Miami where she was the feature speaker at an
event honoring the late Joy Sawh where NW 41st Terrace was renamed Joy Sawh Street
in his honor.
Joy Sawh, a Trinidadian-born immigrant to the USA, was a successful businessmen in
the South Florida area.

The connection with Joy Sawh was made by Rep Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) who in sponsoring US-Caribbean related legislation in 2016 said “I’m pleased to join my friend and
colleague, Eliot Engel, in introducing this important bill. As someone who represents
South Florida and a large number of individuals from the Caribbean diaspora community, I’m well aware of the unique importance of the Caribbean and a strong U.S.-Caribbean
relationship. Now that the Caribbean should be less dependent on a deteriorating Venezuelan economy, this bill will go a long way in improving those strategic relationships and
show the region that the U.S. is redoubling its efforts to remain engaged in the Caribbean
to enhance our diplomatic and economic ties. It’s also more important now than ever that
we increase coordination and cooperation on security related issues, especially in conjunction with our leaders at SOUTHCOM.
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CARIBBEAN RETURNING NATIONALS (CRN)
FOUNDATION ATTENDS WHITE HOUSE FUNCTION
HONORING US-CARIBBEAN MONTH

Caribbean Returning Nationals (CRN), a New York based non-profit organization with
a mission to assist the Caribbean region economically and otherwise, was invited to
The White House Caribbean-American Heritage Month Anniversary Briefing and
Reception in 2015.
Attendees were briefed on Immigration, Strengthening and Sustaining Communities
and the Obama Administration’s Efforts on Issues in the Caribbean Region. Jeh
Kohnson, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security gave the Key Note
Address.

MACHEL MONTANO PERFORM AT WHITE HOUSE (June 22, 2016)
On June 22, 2016, Machel Montano performed at the White House honoring USCaribbean Month 2016.
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AMBASSADOR ANTHONY PHILLIPSSPENCER AT THE WHITE HOUSE
The new Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the Organization of American States
(OAS), Anthony Phillips-Spencer, recently presented his credentials to Luis Almagro, Secretary General
of that organization.
Ambassador Phillips-Spencer stressed the value of the OAS in security and development in the Caribbean region.
He was greeted at the White House by President Obama.
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(Pictures Courtesy Reginald Phillips)
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THE AFRICAN-CARIBBEAN DIASPORA
An Estimate of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Imports by Regions (1450 and 1900)
To

Slaves

%

From

Brazil

4,000,000

35.4

Spanish
Empire
British West
Indies
French West
Indies
Br. North
America and
United States
Dutch West
Indies
Danish West
Indies
Europe
(and Islands)

2,500,000

22.1

2,000,000

17.7

Windward Coast

1,600,000

14.1
4.4

TOTAL

500,000

Slaves

Senegambia

%

479,900

4.2

411,200

3.6

183,200

1.6

Gold Coast

1,035,600

9.1

Bight of Benin

2,016,200

17.8

4,179,500

36.9

470,900

4.1

Upper Guinea

500,000

4.4

West Central

28,000

0.2

South East

200,000

1.8

Bight of Biafra

1,463,700

12.9

Others

1,087,800

9.6

TOTAL

11,328,000

11,328,000

100.0

100.0

CARIBBEAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE USA
Source: Caribbean Immigrants in the United States
April 7, 2011 By Kristen McCabe
Table 1. Total and Caribbean Foreign-Born Populations, 1960 to 2009
Year

Total foreign born

Caribbean born

Number

Share of total

1960

9,738,091

193,922

2.0%

1970

9,619,302

675,108

7.0%

1980

14,079,906

1,258,363

8.9%

1990

19,767,316

1,938,348

9.8%

2000

31,107,889

2,953,066

9.5%

2009

38,517,234

3,465,890

9.0%

Source: Data for 2000 from the 2000 Decennial Census; data for 2009 from the American Community Survey 2009. Data for earlier decades from Gibson, Campbell, and Emily Lennon, U.S. Census Bureau, Working Paper No. 29, Historical Census Statistics on
the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 1990, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1999. Available online.
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Table 2: Occupations of Employed Workers in the Civilian Labor Force Age 16 and
Older by Gender and Origin, 2009

Caribbean born

Foreign born (total)

Male

Female

Male

Female

Number of persons age
16 and older employed
in the civilian labor
force

967,056

1,005,427

13,143,161

9,377,865

Total (Percent)

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

Management,
business, finance

10.0

9.5

10.7

10.5

Information technology

1.9

0.6

4.2

1.9

Other sciences and
engineering

2.2

0.8

4.0

2.2

Social services
and le gal

1.7

2.8

1.1

2.0

Education, training and
media, entertainment

2.9

6.7

3.5

7.3

Physicians

*

*

1.3

1.0

Registered nurses

*

4.3

0.4

3.6

Other health care
practitioners

1.2

4.1

1.1

3.2

Healthcare support

*

16.2

0.7

5.6

Services

19.5

21.7

18.5

26.5

Sales

9.3

8.9

7.8

10.3

Administrative support

8.4

16.5

5.3

14.2

Farming, fishing, and
forestry

*

*

2.7

1.0

Construction,
extraction, trade

25.5

2.3

24.5

3.0

Manufacturing,
installation, repair

14.3

4.9

14.2

7.8

Note: * indicates that samples sizes are < 100.
Source: MPI Analysis of public use microdata from 2009 American Community Survey. Accessed from Steven Ruggles, J. Trent
Alexander, Katie Genadek, Ronald Goeken, Matthew B. Schroeder, and Matthew Sobek. Integrated Public Use Microdata Series:
Version 5.0 [Machine-readable database]. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 2010.
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AN ECONOMIC OVERVIEW
OF THE CARIBBEAN UP TO 2011
By Anthony Moore
Side by Side we stand, Islands of the Blue Caribbean Sea

T

he Caribbean region struggled to
recover
from
a
protracted
recession, with growth weighed down by
high debt levels, fiscal consolidation,
high oil prices and weak performance in
the tourism sector, and a series of
natural disasters. For example, in the
case of St Vincent and the Grenadines
torrential rains in April 2011 caused
major flooding and landslides that
severely
damaged
the
country’s
infrastructure. This came on the heels of
hurricane Tomas, which only six month
earlier had destroyed roads, bridges,
houses, and battered the agriculture
sector. The combined effect of these two
natural disasters is estimated at 3.6
percent of GDP.
Though some member states experienced
moderate growth, a number of countries
were required to implement strategies
aimed at stabilizing their economies.
Based on most recent data, Jamaica,
Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, and Antigua and
Barbuda experienced economic decline
ranging from negative 1.2 percent to
negative 4.1 percent. The countries
posting the best economic growth were
Belize (2.5%), Suriname 4.4%) and
Guyana (5.1%), all located on the
continent with strong agricultural bases.

Construction sector activity experienced mixed performance
with gains in output in Jamaica and Dominica. On the other
hand, construction activity in Barbados, Grenada, St. Lucia,
and St. Vincent and the Grenadines declined. With the
exception of Dominica and Guyana which experienced
marginal increases, output growth of the Manufacturing Sector
across the region remained sluggish.
Real GDP Growth: Selected
Caribbean Countries /Percent

Selected
Caribbean
Countries
The
Bahamas
Barba-

2008

2007

2009

2010
2011e

1.4

-1.3

-5.4

0.9

2.0

3.8

-0.1

-3.8

0.2

1.0

Belize

1.2

3.7

1.4

2.8

2.5

Eastern
Carib-

5.4

2.8

-5.7

-2.2

0.4

Guy-

7.0

2.0

3.3

4.4

5.1

Jamai-

1.4

-0.8

-3.1

-1.4

1.5

Suri-

4.6

4.1

3.5

4.5

4.0

Sources: Regional Statistical Institutes, regional Central Banks and
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International Monetary Fund

e:Estimate

The tourism sector across the region recorded
modest gains during 2011. This was mainly due
to the increase in hotel occupancy, which offset
the decline in cruise passenger arrivals,
particularly in the eastern and southern
Caribbean. Unfavorable economic and climatic
conditions in European economies, together
with the introduction of the Air Passenger Duty
(APD) by the United Kingdom contributed to a
significant reduction in arrivals from Europe.
However, declines in tourist arrivals from the
United Kingdom were offset by increased
arrivals from the United States of America and
Canada.
Barbados
The Barbados economy grew by 0.2 percent in
2010 following a contraction of 4.7 percent in
2009.This outturn was due to a turnaround in
the non-tradable sectors where increases in such
sectors as distribution, financial services and
government offset the decline in the
construction sector. Barbados’ main industry,
Tourism, recovered in 2010, expanding by 2.9
percent, following a contraction of 6.6 percent
in 2009. As at November 2010, arrivals from

Canada and the US had increased by 17 percent and 13
percent, respectively. Additional flights by low-cost
carriers resulted in an increase in airline seating
capacity from the US (11.5%) and Canada (22%) and
intensified marketing strategies in the country’s major
tourism markets, and the hosting of events such as the
Barbados Food and Wine Festival, the ICC World
Twenty 20 and the AIBA Women World Boxing
Championship, also favorably impacted the tourism
sector.
For the five-month period, January to May 2011 there
was a significant rebound in tourist arrivals from
Europe. During this period, arrivals from Germany and
the UK increased by 30.6 percent and 13.5 percent
respectively.
Jamaica
After contracting by 3.0 percent in 2009, the Jamaica
economy contracted by a further 1.4 percent in 2010
and returned to positive territory posting 1.5% in 2011,
largely as a result of improved international conditions
that contributed to increased remittance inflows; the
revitalization of the bauxite and alumina industries
consequent to increased demand for aluminum; and
expansion in the hotels and restaurants sub-sector due to
recovery in the tourism sector.
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Average inflation increased to 12.6 percent in
2010, from 9.6 percent in 2009. This increase
was due to higher food prices created by
adverse weather conditions (local and
global). Transportation costs also increased
consequent on increased international oil
prices. Additionally, adjustments to bus fare
and wages also contributed to higher
inflation.
The fiscal deficit stood at 6.1percent of GDP
during 2010, a significant improvement from
its 10.9 percent level in 2009. This
improvement was, in part due to the success
of the Jamaica Debt Exchange Program
(JDX), which was instituted in January 2010
and sought the exchange of outstanding
domestic debt for newly-created instruments
with extended maturities and reduced interest
rates.
ECCU – Eastern Caribbean Currency Union
Guyana
The real GDP of the countries of the Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union (ECCU) declined by an estimated 0.4
percent in 2011, following a decline of 2.2 percent in 2010
and further decline of 5.7 percent in 2009. This overall
performance was driven by decreases in construction and
tourism activity across the region. However, modestly
positive growth rates were posted in Dominica (1.0 percent)
and St. Lucia (0.8 percent).

Guyana posted the strongest economic
performance in the region, with growth
strengthening by 4.4 percent in 2010, from
3.3 percent in 2009. This increase was
supported by expansions in the construction
sector (10.8 percent); the wholesale and retail
trade sector (10.2 percent); and the financial
and insurance services sector (9.3 percent).
As a consequence of rising food prices, the
average inflation rate increased to 3.7 percent
in 2010, from 3.0 percent in 2009.

Inflationary pressure in the grouping increased as a result of
the surge in international oil and commodity prices. The
highest rates of inflation (year-on-year) were recorded in
Grenada (6.3 percent), partly due to the introduction of VAT
in early 2010 and in Antigua and Barbuda (2.9 percent).
The fiscal deficit for the ECCU region improved from 8.0
percent in 2009, to 3.6 percent in 2010, mainly due to a
decline in capital expenditure, and increases in grants.
Capital expenditure fell by 28.5 percent due to the
implementation of strategies to reduce expenditure, as well
as reduced access to financing. Grants increased by 21.2
percent. Current expenditure fell by 1.2 percent due to the
introduction of cost cutting and savings measures. The

27

highest deficits were recorded by St. Kitts and
Nevis (8.9 percent) and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines (6.6 percent).
In contrast, the lowest deficits were recorded in
Antigua and Barbuda (0.3 percent) and Dominica
(1.6 percent). The public sector debt of the ECCU
member countries increased to 84.0 percent of
GDP in 2010 compared to 82.9 percent of GDP in
2009. Notably, in 2010, the debt to GDP ratio for
St Kitts and Nevis was estimated at 196.3 percent,
the second highest in the world after Japan.
Tobago
Tobago shares a common affinity with the Eastern
Caribbean islands having, at one time in its
history, been part of the Windward Island’s
governance structure before being wedded to
Trinidad by the British Colonial Office. Its then
capital, Georgetown (now Mt St George) was
located at Barbados Bay (Studley Park). As a
result, many island residents of Tobago can
readily point to family members and easily trace
their roots in Grenada, Barbados, St Vincent and
St Lucia.
4.0 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO ECONOMY

This our Native Land, we pledge our lives to thee
OVERVIEW
The Trinidad and Tobago economy is projected to
have declined by 1.4 percent in real terms in 2011
as a result of flat growth in the petroleum sector
coupled with lower levels of economic activity in
the non-petroleum sector. This contraction
follows a marginal 0.02 percent reduction in 2010.

Headline inflation drifted downwards in the first half
of 2011 on account of lower food price inflation,
traditionally, the main driver of headline inflation. On
a year-on-year basis headline inflation fell sharply in
2011, from 12.5 percent in January 2011 to a low of
0.6 percent in August.
As domestic economic conditions deteriorated
somewhat on account of spillover effects from the
recent economic crisis, the unemployment rate
increased from 4.6 percent in 2008 to 5.8 percent in
2010. This rate further deteriorated to 6.3 percent at the
end of the first quarter of 2011. On August 21st 2011,
the country instituted a State of Emergency to deal
with its escalating crime problem. This had a knock-on
effect on the already fragile economy resulting in a
reduction of activity in the manufacturing and services
during the third and fourth quarters of 2011.
Since 2000, Trinidad and Tobago’s credit ratings as
ascribed by Moody’s Investors Services and Standard
and Poor’s have improved continuously and are
currently among the highest in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Trinidad and Tobago has had successive
improvements of its long-term foreign currency rating
with upgrades ranging from ‘A-’ in April 2005 to ‘A’
in July 2008. The ratings on the long-term local
currency, short-term foreign currency and short-term
local currency are presently at investment grade ( A‘ ,’
A‘ -1’ and A‘ -1’ respectively).
The demand for foreign exchange remained strong
throughout 2010, notwithstanding falling imports. The
sale of foreign exchange to the public rose to
US$4,602.3 million over the period October 2010 to
June 2011, 11 percent higher than the same period in
2010.
During the first half of fiscal 2010/2011 the balance of
trade with the rest of CARICOM increased sharply by
103.6 percent to $17,476,5 million due largely to
exports from both the energy and non-energy sectors
and the declining trend of imports from the region.
Gross official reserves reached US$9.0 billion
representing 13.1 months of import cover for goods
and non-factor services during calendar year 2010.
Continued on page 56
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The Caribbean Beekeeping Congress
Recognizing the contributions of Mr. Gladstone Solomon
By Laureen Burris-Phillip
The Caribbean Beekeeping Congress is
back! This conference hosted at regular intervals
in the Caribbean, started in Tobago in November
1998 due to the efforts of Tobago’s beekeeper,
Mr. Gladstone Solomon. He attended the
International Association of Beekeepers
Conference in Switzerland in 1998 and was so
impressed with the learning opportunity that he
decided to promote a similar experience in the
region for Caribbean beekeepers.
At the first congress in 1998, regional colleagues
vowed to keep the dream alive by ensuring that
follow up congresses took place at regular
intervals. Successive congresses were held in
Nevis 2000, Jamaica 2002, Trinidad 2005,

Guyana 2008, Grenada 2011 and St. Croix 2014.

The aims of these initiatives were:

To serve as a forum to highlight the
challenges and opportunities facing the
Caribbean Beekeeping fraternity



To identify appropriate strategies for
advancing the sector and



To facilitate camaraderie and friendship
amongst the stakeholders in a learning
environment.
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Benefits of Beekeeping.

The benefits of beekeeping are innumerable.
There are benefits to be derived by individuals as
well as to the economy of the country. There is
also the positive impact on the agricultural
sector since bees are major pollinators of plants
and the fact that this is a productive enterprise
that has no negative impact on the environment.
Individual benefits include income generation
due to the wide range of products from
beekeeping. In addition, this is an age indifferent
undertaking; any age group can become involved
in beekeeping once they are not among the few
people who are dangerously allergic to bee
stings. Bee keeping is a fantastic opportunity for
self-employment and there is the real
psychological benefit of the calm and peace this
type of enterprise engenders.

Economic benefits include increase in tax
payments due to greater individual income,

opportunities for backward and forward
economic linkages, reduced dependence on the
state for make work programmes, utilization of
land without compromising other uses for the
land. The environmental benefits may be
described as the most significant at this point
in the world’s history. In this time of alarm at
melting polar ice and the threat this and other
phenomena are to the environment, here is an
activity that is genuinely environmentally
friendly. Apart from the stings that
occasionally occur, there is absolutely no
negative impact to the environment from
beekeeping.

Some of the Products of Beekeeping

There are many useful products derived from
the activity of the industrious honey bee. Apart
from honey, there is bee pollen, bees wax, royal
jelly, propolis, mead and bee bread. Then there
are several products that have been developed

33

from these bee products including cosmetics,
furniture polish, tonics and other nutrition
boosting foods. In fact, the honey bee is one of
the most helpful creatures to mankind

B6, and amino acids and is believed to be a
potent antioxidant; a special rejuvenating
substance that promotes tissue growth, muscle
and cell regeneration.
Propolis is formed when the honey bees collect
sticky resins that ooze from the buds of some
trees and conifers. After chewing them and
mixing them with their saliva and other
substances, Propolis, sometimes called "sticky
glue" is formed. Propolis is of vital importance
for the survival of the honey bees in the
beehive. Not only does it protect them against
diseases, it also helps fight against climatic
changes, such as wind and cold. Because of its
antibacterial, antifungal, antiviral, antiinflammatory and antioxidant effects, Propolis
has been shown to have outstanding value for
a wide variety of illnesses. It is also used as
ointments for healing cuts and wounds.

Bee pollen is the male seed of flower blossom
collected by the honey bees and mixed with the
bees' digestive enzymes. It's a blend of sticky
pollen granules that could contain up to five
million pollen spores each. Sometimes
described by scientists as complete nutrition, a
super nutritious, perfect food, it contains
almost all the nutrients required by the human
body and is enormously rich in proteins,
vitamins, minerals, beneficial fatty acids,
carotenoids, and bioflavonoids which are antiviral, antibacterial and helpful in lowering
cholesterol, stabilizing and strengthening
capillaries. Pollen also contains vitamin B12.
This product has been used to help in many
medical conditions.
Bee wax or beeswax is a natural secretion from
wax glands on the sides of the body of honey
bees and is used primarily as a building block
for the bees' honeycomb cells in which the
young are raised and honey and pollen are
stored. To stimulate the production of beeswax,
the honey bees feed themselves with honey and
huddle together to raise the temperature of the
cluster. Beeswax is found in numerous
products, including skin care products, candles
and furniture polish.
Royal jelly is the queen bee's extraordinary
source of food. It is a blend of secretions from
the salivary glands of the worker bee and
contains a high concentration of vitamins B5,

Mead, simply put is honey wine. It is the first
alcoholic drink brewed by men, earlier than
wine or beer. Today mead has evolved and
expanded its flavours to include fruits such as
blueberry and cherry, malt as well as various
herbs and spices.
Bee Bread is actually the main source of food
for most larvae and bees. It is fed to all larvae
except those that are selected to become
queens; the queen larvae are fed royal jelly
instead. Comprised of all essential amino
acids, high contents of vitamins especially
vitamin K, enzymes, and flavanoids, bee bread
is made of pollen mixed with bits of honey, bee
wax, and bees' digestive enzymes and is
known to be useful in treating a range of
debilitating conditions.

Honey is the product of bees with which most
people are familiar. It is used as a sugar
substitute, for wound healing due to its
antiseptic qualities and a host of other uses.
The above discussion only touches the surface
of the marvelous world of the honey bee and
its contribution to mankind. You are invited to
attend this conference. Information on
registration can be found on the web site
www.acboonline.com
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TOBAGO AND TRINIDAD - TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT
Phase I: The Historical Context
By Robert W. Dillon

the Middle Atlantic Ocean.

N

o discussion of this topic can reasonably leave out
the mind-boggling, “lagley-like” (magnetic) chaos
which occurred when Tobago was umbilically linked to
Trinidad in a process which ran essentially from 1876 to
1899. Therefore, this is no scholarly treatise which would
shed clear light on anything. All it claims to do is to add
an ‘acupuncture’ needle to those standing in line to speak
– or speak again – on the relationship between this island, Tobago, with that island, Trinidad.

So we can believe the anecdotes even in the life time of
those of us who are in the 60 to 70s median of the 20th / 21st
century Tobagonians. For example, my dad, Sullivan Dillon,
who lived 1891 – 1989, told us that as a boy he and others in
his family accompanied his father and uncles, the elders
group, by sloop to the port of Toco to visit relatives and to
otherwise socialize. Was this “Engaging Trinidad or Engaging
‘Gonians in Trinidad”?

You see, though mainstream history writers speak mainly
on engagement at a governmental level and therefore we
hear about discoveries by Columbus etcetera, up to the
annexation of Tobago to Trinidad, non-European people
must have been travelling from the American mainland
via Venezuela, the Guyanas and Trinidad to Tobago long
before the European Columbuses.

Another anecdote from a cousin, ‘Nash’ Johnson, an elder of
the Buccoo Point Village, Tobago, who lived most of his
adult life in Trinidad, recounts the numerous trips he made
as a young man with fishermen like my grandfather, Jimmy
‘Poor-me-One’ Dillon , as they followed the turtles along the
Trinidad East Coast going as far South as Moruga. Was this
Engaging Trinidad in the early decades of the 20th century?

And when history talks about the initiatives at an institutional level to link Trinidad and Tobago at the end of the
19th century, little consideration has really been given to
the meeting of people at the social-adventure level: a
canoe here, a sloop there, a stow-away over there. There
have been no physical perils preventing people from Tobago engaging those in Trinidad except during The Second World War when a German U boat or two harried
commercial sea traffic in the Southern Caribbean Sea and

Another truth to tell is of the numerous Tobago young students who made their way to colleges in North West Trinidad (mainly in the city of Port-of-Spain since up to the era of
Independence of Trinidad and Tobago, 1956 to 1962, secondary education in Tobago was a fledgling thing. Imagine
Bishop’s (Anstey) High School has not yet reached its 100th
year. This principal high school on the island carried an enrollment of less than 100 students for the first twenty-five
years of its life. Independence brought one other, Central
School (Scarborough Sec) and subsequently six others so
that today, in the year 2016, there are these eight de facto
mainstream high schools and a few others as ‘Adjunct’
schools attached to the two universities in Trinidad and to
tertiary entities such as the Cipriani College of Labour. All of
this is just to emphasize the point that through education
Tobagonians engaged Trinidad.

UBOAT

And what of the Civil Service Tradition of transferring Trinidadians to Tobago as a form of institutional exile, while
‘worthy’ Tobagonians were and still are relocated to Trinidad to live, work and IN MOST CASES improve their lives and
that of their families as they stayed (and still stay) there to
become either Tobagonians in Trinidad or in most cases fullfledged Trinidadians in life style and (social and domestic
functionality such as) in child-rearing.
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And lastly, what of those Tobagonians who at the entrepreneurial or professional levels take up a franchise from Trinidad
businesses and prosper those businesses through their own
creativity or shared expertise?

Oh! As a lagniappe ….. should we add that political engagement between Tobago and Trinidad has spawned the Workers
and Farmers Party, the People’s National Movement, the National Joint Action Committee, The National Alliance for Reconstruction?

Dare we
try!
In follow up essays let us flush out each of the subthemes we have alluded to in this essay and of course
others!

If we begin now to study data gathered and analyze the
streams of Tobago’s Engagement with Trinidad we will begin
to realize that it is not the facile but predictable initiative
named Constitutional Forum, Meet-the-People, Consultations
or Election Platform rhetoric that would give us a clearer view
of how Tobago is to engage Trinidad but a faithful reliance on
the results of history which should stand us in better stead.
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A MINISTRY
WHICH TRANSFORMS CRIME
INTO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS
By Enos S. O’Neil

T

his essay represents some thoughts
which I had and recorded following the
September 7, 2015 General Elections in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Despite the dictates of God which caused
the Divine to utter the statement “By the
sweat of thy brow thou shall eat bread”,
Man has made and followed his own rules
and laws. There are Human Rights Acts
which legislate that when one commits acts
of murder, rape, robbery, arson and the
likes that person must be accommodated in
a safe shelter for a period of time. That
person must be fed and must be afforded all
the necessities of life by the very citizens
whom he/she wronged, while these
victimized citizens are compelled to provide
life’s necessities to him/her through the tax
dollars extracted from them. This can never
be wholly right!

God’s law is always right!
On the other hand, man’s laws are generally
imperfect!

I emphasize this to state that prisoners who
are as healthy as anyone else and who are
qualified in some profession and possess

talents should be made to earn their
keep “By the sweat of their brows”.
Why should prisoners be granted special
rights in this regard? Everyone else is
required to work to maintain himself
and herself.

To help stabilize our Republic in this era
of lower oil and gas prices, recession and
talks of diversification; and to set an
example for others, it should be
legislated that all able-bodied prisoners
be made to produce food through
agriculture. It must be noted that some
Scandinavian countries already do this.

The nation’s Protective Services are
already in place and should manage
this. There is an abundance of idle lands
in Trinidad and Tobago. Done properly
this could even decrease the amount of
land available to squatters and others
for illegal activities. Done properly this
program can produce tradable
surpluses.

This is not about victimization. This is a
win-win proposition. Prisoners assist in
feeding themselves and they contribute
to the general economy. They learn and
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apply skills over and beyond prisons
which by-and-large have become
incubators for turning out better
criminals. There can be merit systems
where a percentage of earnings goes
towards providing positive transitions
after prison. With proper designing it
may even be a part of this endeavor to
have deserving prisoners earn land for
their own use after prison. But this
has to be well thought out and
properly designed less going to prison
becomes “attractively beneficial”.

Let prisoners sweat to feed themselves and so
help become social and economic benefits.
Crime could be transformed into
opportunities for teaching and learning. This
matter has so much potential for good that
nothing short of a Ministry, over and beyond
the Ministry of National Security, should be
created to deal with it. The returns suggested
are infinite and thus worthy of the
experiment!

Some immediate social benefits would
be a reduction in the amount of
taxpayers’ money which go towards
feeding prisoners; a reduction in the
number of repeat prisoners because
some will transition away from crime;
and overall benefits for communities
where there will new regard for these
“once lost souls”. Things may become
so good that prison space is freed up
for conversion to other uses. Both the
Central Government and the Tobago
House of Assembly spend millions of
dollars monthly on renting and leasing
space.
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AN
ANALYTICAL
HISTORY
OF
TOBAGO

By Mervyn j. O'Neil

Available: Amazon.com for Kindle & paperback versions
Visit:

www.tobagohistoryandtravel.com

&
www.tobagovoice.com
Email: mervynoneil@yahoo.com
Phone: (909) 237 -0631; (868) 660-8667; (868) 336-2199
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BOOK REVIEW
AN ANALYTICAL HISTORY OF TOBAGO

Tobago’s Colonization in the 17th Century
By Mrs. Rosalind Harris
This book starkly and succinctly clarifies the misunderstanding of the interpretation of
‘colonialism’ from its first page. Dispelling the historic accounts and associations of explorers, buccaneers and pirates being the main culprits of rampaging and pillaging of the
Caribbean and new worlds.
The reality in the case of Tobago is that of premeditated, systematic exploitation for mercantile gain by kings, wealthy aristocrats (dukes, lords and barons) who funded and masterminded these undertaking, as well as the usual suspects, colonizers, adventurers and
privateers.
The audacity in which the indigenous people of Tobago, the Caribs were dismissed and the
island classified uninhabited, is an indictment of colonizer’s inhumanity towards his fellow
man.
The naval warfare between the Spanish, Dutch, French and English occurring multiple
times in claims and counterclaims clearly indicating the importance of this small island as
a coup.
A great read for any historian as well as a great educational tool.

King James I: 1566-1625

Oliver Cromwell: 1599-1658
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Tobago in Print (Vol.1)
A collection of works
by Tobago writers
Published by Tobago’s Writers’ Guild
A Review by BRENDA CAESAR.

“ ’e ah de ‘pit ah ‘e dardy. ‘e ah ‘e dardy in
print.” (Translation: “He’s the spit of his
daddy. He’s his daddy in print.”) These
words used to describe the close resemblance of a son to his father, with some license, can be used to describe Tobago in
Print, Vol. 1: “ ‘e ah de ‘pit ah Tobago. ‘e ah
Tobago in print.” So closely does this excellent book Tobago in Print, Vol. 1 typify the
face of Tobago. It is an ambitious collection
of writing in prose and poetry produced by
the Tobago Writers Guild and it showcases
the creations of its members to Tobago primarily, but ultimately to the world, at large.
Linked together by the love for writing, the
twenty six authors of Tobago in Print, Vol
1, have produced an unquestionable resource of cultural traditions, common experiences and societal issues which excite the
emotions and urge the reader to read on.
The language is bilingual, slipping seamlessly from the vernacular into Standard
English to a mixture of both in an easy
rhythm that imitates everyday conversation. The pieces explore a wide range of
subjects that engage the reader’s attention.
Further, not only does Tobago in Print,
Vol.1 employ the genres of poetry and
prose, it also uses drama, calypso and spoken word to entertain, to educate and to
bring to the fore the affairs of society.

In need of good homespun entertainment? Curl up with Tobago in Print,
Vol. 1. Who knew that Cock had
“flashy, shiny teeth…sixteen up, sixteen down, thirty two in all”? Hmmm.
Also, did you think that those pesky
hens and chickens scratching out the
earth from around your beautiful
plants were looking for food? Not so
according to Gregory Diaz in his story
Legend of the Domesticus Poultricus
Animalus – The “Yard Fowl”, or to cut
a long title short, When Cock Had
Teeth. You are bound to laugh at The
Fish Vendor by Milcah Robinson-Reid
and Tobago Village Humour by Trisha
Leander. Misplaced pride and eventual pain are interwoven in a tale of an
extramarital relationship titled The
Christening and told by Chrisan
Roachford. These are mere samplings
of the entertainment that Tobago in
Print Vol. 1 provides. There is much
more between the pages of this Tobago book.
This volume of two hundred and fifty
two pages also seeks to educate the
reader on a number of issues. Take
health, for instance. Gloria Austin, in
an expository presentation Heart to
Heart (taken from her soon-to-be-
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published book entitled How I Dealt
with Cancer in a Non-Conventional
Way), frankly discusses her personal
experience with breast cancer and gives
insights into diet and treatment. Another author, Maria Bristol, admonishes the reader to take care of his health
in a poem entitled Dedicated to Workaholics.
But health is not the only issue on
which Tobago in Print educates. Writers researched and wrote about cultural traditions in Tobago’s history. The
Tobago speech band, which is an integral part of Tobagonian culture, is presented with great authority by Deborah
Moore-Miggins in her pieces Charlie
Leith – The Tobago Speech Band Pioneer
(an excerpt from her soon-to-bepublished book of the same name) and
Ode to the Tobago Speech Band. If there
was anything you wanted to know
about the Tobago Speech Band, pick
up your copy of Tobago in Print and
obtain all the information that you
want.
What do you know of the Caribbean
bush bath? Did you know that there
were two kinds? Read The Caribbean
Bush Bath by Deborah Moore-Miggins
and you’ll find out about them – one
was given in ‘big-eye day time’ and the
other in the dead of night’. You will also
gain knowledge from Reginald O. Phillips’ Up Pultney Hill bemoaning the loss
to fire of an historical building, and
from Kleon McPherson’s spoken word
piece, Mr. Steelpan which speaks of the
origin and the development of the steel
pan.

matic presentation on Bittersweet – 18. This
piece highlights the determination of a young
girl to leave home at the age of eighteen and
find her way in the world. Sadly, she finds
what she was not looking for and returns
home broken. It can only be Chaos as written by Carron Rivers when the previously
unaccepted becomes the norm and discordance results; or discordance continues when
old ills persist as in Who yuh Daddy by Thelma Perkins, a poem which has at its core the
reason for our matrifocal society – missing
fathers and children who do not know them.
But it is not all bad. The authors and poets
in Tobago in Print explore topics that are as
diverse as the authors themselves and they
approach them from different points of view.
So, despite the negativity, positive and uplifting values can also be found in pieces such
as The Kindness Tree by AnnMarie Davis,
Building a Nation by Harvey Anthony, and
Building Bridges by Helen Nathan.
Tobago in Print Vol. 1 delivers on its promises to the reader, all of the foregoing and
much more. It is a book that you will read
and re-read; a book to which you will refer
for cultural practices and historical facts of
Tobago; a book that will entertain and educate and draw attention to societal issues
and even suggest ways of dealing with them.

Societal issues abound in Tobago in
Print. It is testament to their alertness
to these concerns that the authors
have written so prolifically on them.
Take for instance Gibson Cooke’s dra-
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A collection of works
by Tobago writers

Tobago in Print Vol. 1 can be purchased from
members of the Tobago Writers Guild for
$180.00. It is also available online on
Amazon.com in Kindle and paperback versions
with the added bonus of the authors’
photographs. Tobago in Print Vol 1 is a
collector’s item. Do not lose the opportunity to
add it to your collection. You will be delighted
that you did.
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BLAKK NATION
By Carlyeon Bledman

The Blakk Nation continues to suffer under the guise
of integration. It’s a pity that is has not learnt the
lessons of life. By not learning these lessons,
sufferings have become a part of daily existence.
Police murders, poverty, drugs, brain washing,
lynching, indoctrination and rape are perpetuating
slavery among members of this Nation.
It’s not hard to see the picture which had been
painted by the brushes of commissions. The true story
has been disguised to penetrate to the inner limits of
the imagination. To adjust to the prospective under
which these disguises function, Blakks have to be
ignorant of the true truth, self-denial as the factor,
continuation, the denial of their Afrikan heritage,
using Columbus discovery code, Trini to the Marrow
(bone).
Here is definitely where the changes must take place.
It’s an inside job. It’s who knows you and pull the
strings, like the puppet on the “pappy” (puppet) show
list. Like strange bed fellows, politrickans at their best.
Never leave out the preachers – 10% like the pusher,
hustling the masses using religion.

There were problems with integration already
in place, but Blakks chose integration over
separation. This meant choosing to be a
second class citizen instead of standing with
the Creator’s covenant of separation.
Relationships built on integration should be
ended immediately! Presently the application
has become more sophisticated. It is bang –
shot to the head. Hands Up, shoot, shoot,
cannot breathe, murder me too, stop and frisk,
Blakks and Browns are the targets. This has
been going on for centuries.
Today the world is in torment. Ishmael and
Esau fighting for Jacob’s inheritance. Some
answers are needed, the missing links must be
exposed. The truth shall be told, the converts
are by no means worthy of the crown.
The conspiracy is in the battle between Ishmael
and Esau, and you could add Edom to the
pack, but they shall all perish. Yes, the word
came down from above and murder on
commission was born. The slaughter began
and has not stopped to this present hour.
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You have been out of perfect and price balance.
By the creation, with the beauty of the creation,
Blakkness at dawn. All other forms came after the
showers, showers of blessings. Plendour in the
thought pattern – thinking positive. Where did
the Blakk Nation lose its scripts?
Do unto others as you would like done unto you,
stop murdering Blakk youths because your
children shall inherit brimstone as their blankets.
Remember the law of average, your children’s
heritage, blood on their wings. Remember all
those innocent victims, bombed away, blasted off
the planet. The innocent victims, victimized by
victimization.
No peace or love on Earth, goodwill at the point
of guns. Destroy the Earth with pollution – from
rivers, seas, waterways, oceans. The atmosphere
cry foul air, hazardous to breathe, breathe at your
own risk. Send the message the law of averages
has arrived at a verdict. Guilty on all counts. War
crimes, guilty of rape of hue-manity. Guilty, guilty
– Colonialism, Imperialism, Capitalism – all
blunders of the superior. Ethnic cleansing,
brainwashing, branding, brutality, lynching –
Blakks hanging from trees – strange Blakk fruits –
swing high sweet chariot.
It’s only wars in the marketplace. It’s only rockets

exploding from ships. Now drones are the newest
snippers shooting the innocents at night. What a
burden to carry! To be superior is heavy load.
Greetings, the Blakk Nation continues to struggle
unaware of the true covenant. But the scrolls that
are hidden say the Creator cannot be reversed,
check it. Saints crying out. The children of Esau
have not straighten out. They carry out their
mission. “Can a man rob God”? Ten percent is what
I demand. Preachers must be fed. Meanwhile The
Christ turning up money tables in the temple. It's
different, we have religion, created by man, Esau of
course. The Creator belongs to none, in the heart
lies the breath of life. No man is superior, while we
breathe the same air on the planet. Knowing that
you shall be slaughtered by those hiding the truth
because when Blakks become aware of their
hidden truth they will know that all these ishes,
isms, schisms are developed to deceive. Who are
the originals and who are the converts? To convert
their must be an existence, knowing it ain’t come
from no cavemen. Today the converts and these
cavemen said they are chosen. But chosen by
whom should be the question. It’s not any secret.
They are under the secret interest societies of Satanic influences. The Blakk Nation continue to
suffer, branded by the conquerors.
Less than hue-man, the definition!
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BLEDMAN
ORDER
YOUR
COPY

NOW!

CALL: (868) 372-3428
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THAT TAX!
An open letter to the Minister of Finance
by Reginald Phillips

R

eading and writing should be recognized as
the means of understanding life and the

world around us. Competence in these areas
forms the true gateway to education.
The Tobago Writers Guild was incorporated in
2010 with the general aim of promoting and improving reading and writing, and supporting all
efforts by all groups to enhance an appreciation
of literature.

As a group we are convinced that no matter
what the circumstances, Health, Nutrition and
Education should be available and affordable
to all citizens. We therefore urge that serious
consideration be given to spare these critical
areas the burden of added expense.
We hope that you will reconsider and remove
the taxation on books as this makes it more
costly to procure reading material and serves
as a disincentive to writers who desire to publish.

The members of the Guild have moved with extreme zeal to fulfil our mandate. We stage our
Literary Affair in May of every year and our Reading Fest in October of every year. Our members
produce literary material continuously for critical
evaluation within the Guild. Individual members
have started publishing their works and a collec-

We appreciate the need to seek funding for
various programmes but cannot support the
damper which this tax places on the aims of
our Guild, as well as on the prospects of increased literacy in our country.

tive effort resulted in the recent publication of
the combined pieces of members in a book entitled TOBAGO IN PRINT.

In the midst of this gallant effort, we are pleased
that we have helped to improve the level of literacy and an appreciation of literature in Tobago.
Our efforts have however been dealt a severe
blow by the imposition of a tax on books.
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TOURISM
When people make a list of their ideal holiday destinations,
the Caribbean is usually found somewhere near the top.
Newsday, Trinidad & Tobago

caribbean tOUrisM…
AN OPPORTUNITY TO
REBRAND

A

recent report by The Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) covered in Newsday, (a
the Trinidad and Tobago daily newspaper), points out that Tourism as a major con-

tributor to the region’s economic growth brought in an estimated 28.7 million visitors in
2015 representing a 7% growth over the previous year.
Visitors from the United States constitute the largest part of this influx to the region. The

CTO report indicates that income from tourism accounted for an estimated $30 billion
(US) to the region. Several sensitive factors were pointed out as likely to have positive or
negative impact on tourism in the region depending on how these are treated.
The CTO report points out that there is need for Caribbean countries to “rebrand themselves”. It is noted that there needs to be a focus on new customers and that this can be
helped by offering “More than just what they are traditionally known for”. The point was
made that “Caribbean islands are known for their laid back culture but there’s no need
for them to sit still even if their charm is everlasting”.
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Tourism is a Dating Game
Mandel W. O’Neil

A

is more cost effective to please and bring back
first date is usually relatively easy to

earn. With the advent of social media, all it
takes is a dating profile -- one that uses
creative rhetoric and camera angles to em-

bellish one’s positive attributes and omit all
negative ones. The more difficult task in
this dating game, however, is attracting
subsequent dates, especially if expectations
on the first meeting were not up to par.

existing customers than it is to attract new
ones.” Hence, it is imperative that a business
does whatever is reasonably possible to keep
existing customers satisfied. Think about this
for a minute. Just as the money spent to woo
a person into going on a first date is only considered well spent when second and third
dates are forthcoming, expenses used to woo
a tourist is only profitable when those who
are drawn in by initial marketing are satisfied
and make plans to revisit multiple times.

Moreover, the fact should not be lost on any
person who is casting himself or herself as
available to all potential suiters that you are
one of many vying for their attention and
seeking to capture that first date. Today, social media has significantly widened the sea
You may be asking yourself, “What does
this dating preamble have to do with tourism?” The objective of securing subsequent dates is invaluable to islands like
Tobago and the Caribbean region as a
whole whose primary economic life depends on tourism.

of prospects but too, it has brought other
players into the game. This means that other

countries whose economies are also driven by
tourism, like Tobago and the Caribbean, are
creating dating profiles as well. They point to
their exotic birds, activities, lush green vegetation, historical attractions and blue waters
too. So in order to capture a tourist’s first visit, and in order to assure more thereafter,

The rationale for this analogy is rooted in

more must be offered; we must be the best at

the fundamental marketing truism that “It

what we do.
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Single Wicket Cricket
By
Andre Phillips

Event Overview
The Ultimate Allrounder Cricket
Challenge is intended to be a qualifying
competition for Caribbean Singlewicket
Cricket Tournament (CSCT) that will be
staged for the fourth year in Trinidad
during August. CSCT is a day/night
event promoted by Glory Entertainment
Television and organized by
Singlewicket Cricket Foundation of
Trinidad and Tobago. It combines fastpaced cricket action with pulsating
musical entertainment over two days.
The world’s leading cricket allrounders
from the Caribbean are expected to
participate in this expanded 4th edition
to determine the ultimate allrounder in
the modern cricket game. An Ultimate
Allrounder Cricket Challenge
Tournament played off in Tobago on
Thursday, May 26, 2016.
In 2013, the Annual Caribbean
Singlewicket Cricket Tournament was
launched in Trinidad with six
participating territories. In June 2014,
the second edition was held with a
similar number of participating
territories. The two day affair proposed
for the 2015 edition had to be
rescheduled to July 29th following the
completion of Caribbean Premier
League T20 competition since several of
the Singlewicket cricket marquee
players were contracted to franchises in
that tournament. The tournament was
completed on July 29th and Christopher
Barnwell was crowned Tournament
champion.

The laws of the team cricket game
generally apply to single wicket cricket.
However, Glory TV’s version of this
individual format introduces a few
special rules which contribute to the
exhilaration felt by players and
spectators. These include:
1.
inning.
2.
duration of 20 minutes on average.
3.
-rounder is
partnered by a non- striking runner.
4.
of three dismissals in an innings
5.
wicketkeepers are used.
The New Frontier in Sports
Entertainment
Ever since the first cricket test match
was played between England and
Australia in 1876, a cricket match was
accepted as a protracted affair played
over several days. Although the game
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grew in popularity among citizens of former
British colonies, this increasingly paled in
significance to the faster paced games such
as soccer (football), baseball, and basketball.
In 1977, an Australian business tycoon led a
veritable revolt against the established game
when he financed a series of one-day
matches among players from the key cricketplaying countries of the day. The prospect of
seeing a game completed in a single day
excited passions and the crowds grew,
advertisers signed on and the players began
to achieve superstar status.

most viable sports entertainment
product desired by cricket mad
patrons of Asian and West Indian
heritage residing in North America.
Find more at https://
www.facebook.com/SinglewicketCricket-Foundation580494735350108/

In 2003, an even shorter version of the game
was introduced by the England and Wales
Cricket Board and this has since been
embraced by cricket playing countries
around the world. In this version, a game
can be completed in the relatively short time
of three hours and spectators are promised
an experience complete with entertainment
during the games.
In 2009, Glory Entertainment Television
(Glory TV) sought to revive an even shorter,
and perhaps, more exciting version of the
game with the launch of a single wicket
competition in Trinidad and Tobago. Glory
Entertainment Television (Glory TV), a
Trinidad and Tobago based media content
Development Company founded in 1997,
entered into the sports entertainment arena
against the background that cricket
supremacy for the West Indies hinged on the
resurgence of singlewicket cricket. This
innovative format is tailor-made to expose all
-round cricket ability in head-to-head
combat on the cricket pitch. The promoters
of Singlewicket Cricket envisage by 2018 that
it will engage in circuit competitions along
the lines of the ATP tours in the game of
lawn tennis. The world’s best allrounders will
soon be in fierce competition in such places
like St. Maarten, Bahamas and Barbados, in
addition to its birthplace in Trinidad and
Tobago. The company’s business model
seeks to position Singlewicket Cricket as the

53

ECO NO M IC S

ec·o·nom·ics
/ˌekəˈnämiks,ˌēkəˈnämiks/ noun:

1) A branch of knowledge concerned with the

production, consumption and transfer of wealth. 2) The condition of a region or group
as regards to material prosperity.
OTHER FORMS: ECONOMY: SUPPLY AND DEMAND
ECONOMICS SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN GRADE SCHOOL!
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CHANGING TIMES
Oil!!!!!
BREXIT!!!!!
TECHNOLOGY!!!!!
MONEY!!!!!!
The M-Pesa in Kenya

Comes technology to the rescue?
The Tobago Voice

K

enya is fast building a reputation as
the technology capital of Africa.

Globally, recent developments in Money
and Banking have given cause for
consideration and reconsiderations.
Depositors are now being charged by
banks which are benefiting from the use of
their money. A recent newspaper report
stated, “Banks are annoyingly, and quietly
increasing their fees”.

The banking philosophy has changed from
paying depositors for the use of their
money to paying Negative Interests Rates
which means depositors are charged for
the use their money. The banking
philosophy has changed from gratitude for
services rendered, to penalties for the use
of People’s money.

With the advent of computers and the
pervasive nature of Internet Technology,
different forms of financial transactions
and different types of money have been
springing up. There is plastic money (credit
cards); there are Bitcoins; there is Techfin;
and there is the growing attractiveness of
Credit Unions with their eBanking System!

Along the way, Kenya has made and is
making very meaningful impact with its MPesa which is proving to be a very real
substitute for money. The banking
philosophy as originally conceived and
perceived where interests were paid for the
use of one’s money seems to have gone the
way of the dinosaurs. Traditional banking
is going through rapid changes.

Notably, money is now a major trade
commodity and not the means through
which commodities are produced for trade.
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Continued from page 28

to 43.5 percent in 2011, from 42.9
percent in 2010.

GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT (GDP) OF
TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO.

The non-petroleum sector’s contribution
to real GDP is expected to remain
relatively stable, registering 55.3 percent
in 2010 and 55.5 percent in 2011. A
contraction of 1.3 percent has been
projected in services, the largest nonpetroleum sub-sector, which is an
improvement on the sub-sector’s 5.2
percent and 7.8 percent declines in 2010
and 2009 respectively.
Growth of 1.0 percent is projected in
manufacturing, the second major nonpetroleum sub-sector. The growth rate for
2011 is slower than the 1.6 percent
growth recorded in 2010. This subsector’s contribution to real GDP is
expected to expand to 9.0 percent in
2011, comparing favorably to its 8.8
percent contribution last year. Increased
output is also projected in the other nonpetroleum
sub-sector,
agriculture
(excluding sugar), which should grow by
2.0 percent in 2011, a turnaround on its
1.6 percent contraction in 2010. The
agriculture (excluding sugar) sub-sector’s

The Trinidad and Tobago economy is
projected to have grown in nominal terms
by 8.2 percent to $143,880.70 million in
2011. In allowing for the effects of inflation
however, the Central Statistical Office
forecasts gross domestic product (GDP) in
constant 2000 prices to decline by 1.4
percent to $88,060.80 million in 2011.
Overall, the non-petroleum sector is
expected to contract by 1.0 percent in 2011,
following on the successive declines in 2009
and 2010 of 6.7 percent and 3.8 percent
respectively.
In terms of constant 2000 prices, the
petroleum sector is expected to grow by
0.03 percent in 2011 down from its 2.0
percent expansion in 2010. The sector’s
relative share of GDP is expected to expand
Key nominal price indices

(actual and forecast, 2000 = 100)
2005 2006

Forecast

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Energy

188

221

245

342

214

271

329

314

Non-energy

149

190

233

275

209

267

303

273

Agriculture

133

150

180

230

198

231

255

219

Food

134

147

185

247

205

224

243

214

Beverages

137

145

170

210

220

254

254

226

Raw materials 131

160

175

196

169

230

284

229
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share of real GDP is therefore expected to
rise marginally in 2011.
AGRICULTURE:

declines were reported in the production of
cocoa, copra, rice, broiler, eggs, milk, pork,
mutton, beef, veal and honey production.
Real Commodity Prices
Real Grain Prices

The agricultural sector (excluding sugar) is
projected to expand by 2.0 percent in 2011,
marking an improvement on its 1.6 percent
contraction in 2010. This expansion reflects a
turnaround in the domestic agriculture
subsector, which is expected to grow by 2.0
percent in 2011, following a contraction of 1.6
percent in 2010. Overall, with the inclusion of
distilleries, the sector’s contribution to real GDP
is expected to remain at 0.6 percent in 2011.
The overall performance of the agricultural
sector was mixed during the period October
2010 to March 2011 as variable weather
conditions favored the production of certain
commodities while impacting negatively on
others. The sector was particularly hard hit by
flooding during the October 2010 to December
2010, but production normalized in early 2011
as weather conditions stabilized. Significant
increases in output were recorded for oranges,
cassava, yam, dasheen leaves, tomato, and
sweet pepper, pineapple, sorrel and goat meat.
Increased sales of live rabbits sold were also
recorded. Marginal increases were reported for
grapefruit, cabbage, pawpaw, and in the
numbers of live pigs and goats sold. In contrast,

Source World Bank
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Domestic Agriculture - Root Crops

due to the effects of the drought and bush fires
which destroyed a large number of cocoa trees
in the 2010 dry season. The fall in production
precipitated a 54 percent decline in the volume
of cocoa exported, from 539,822.00 kgs in the
2009/2010 period to 248,196.00kgs in the
2010/2011 period.

MANUFACTURING

Cassava production increased by 128.3 percent to
2,987,900.00 kgs in the October 2010 to March
2011 period, from 1,308,900 kgs between October
2009 and March 2010. This reflects the Trinidad
and Tobago Agribusiness Association’s (TTABA)
drive to boost cassava usage as a staple of the
Trinidad and Tobago diet. Enhanced training of
farmers in good agricultural practices and greater
mechanization of harvesting procedures also
contributed to increased production yields.

Export Agriculture - Cocoa

During the period October 2010 to May 2011,
cocoa bean production totaled 278,794.00kgs
marking a 41.8 percent decline from the
479,318.00 kgs produced over the October 2009 to
May 2010 period. This significant decrease was

Following a 1.6 percent increase in 2010, the
manufacturing sector expanded moderately in
real terms by a further 1.0 percent in 2011.
Food, beverages and tobacco, the largest
manufacturing sub-sector, is expected to grow
by 3.4 percent. Within this sub-sector, valueadded increases are expected in fruit and
vegetables (21.2 percent), bakeries (7.6
percent), dairy products (2.8 percent), tobacco
and breweries (1.0 percent) and edible oils and
fats (0.7 percent). However, declines are
projected in meat, fish and poultry (4.9
percent),
non-alcoholic
beverages
(4.3
percent), and grain and feed mills (0.6
percent). Accounting for almost half of all
manufacturing output, growth in the food,
beverages and tobacco sub-sector decelerated
steadily in recent years, from 22.4 percent in
2007, to a nine year low of 3.4 percent in 2011.
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Manufacturing Exports
Manufacturing exports to all countries are
expected to increase by 35.2 percent during the
first half of 2011, to approximately $2,420
million from $1,789.6 million, one year earlier.
Manufacturing sector exports to CARICOM
countries are expected to increase by 19.1
percent from $458.5 million to around $546.1
million over the same period.

restaurants, entertainment, culture, and sports bore
the brunt of the decline due to the restriction on
movement of the population during the curfew. The
SOE had limited success, even though it helped to
reduce the number of murders. Developments since
the return to normalcy indicate an escalation of
murders once again.

SERVICES

The Services sector is projected to decline in
real terms by 1.3 percent in 2011, following a
decline of 5.2 percent in 2010. A contraction of
8.5 percent is expected in the second largest
services
sub-sector,
distribution
and
restaurants; a less severe decline, when
compared to the sub-sector’s 11.6 percent
contraction in 2010.

Trinidad and Tobago’s burgeoning crime
problem with over 500 murders annually for
2009 and 2010 has caused many developed
countries to issue travel advisories. This
situation was accentuated by the killing of a
UK citizen in Tobago during 2010. As a result,
the Government instituted a State of
Emergency to manage the problem. Tourism,
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HEALTH SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT
DRINK MORE
WATER
WATER IS an EXTREMELY IMPORTANT
component for maintaining good
health. This is why Health
professionals Recommend THAT the
amount of ounces of water that we

consume daily is equivalent to 1/2 OF
OUR body’s weight. Hence, a person
weighing 140 lbs. should drink a
minimum of 70 ounces of water per day.
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Tourism
Airline Arrival

Airline arrivals to Trinidad and Tobago declined by
9.7 percent between the January to June periods of
2010 and 2009. A total of 188,201 persons visited
Trinidad and Tobago via airline routes in the first six
months of 2010, while the country welcomed 208,525
air visitors in the corresponding period of 2009. Air
visitors to Trinidad decreased by 21.2 percent (from
190,306 persons to 149,926 persons), while visitors to
Tobago fell by 31.3 percent (from 18,219 persons to
12,511 persons). Trinidad’s share of air arrivals
increased to 93.4 percent in the 2010 period, from
91.3 percent one year earlier, whilst Tobago’s share
declined to 6.4 percent from 8.7 percent.
During the January to June 2010 period the majority
of airline arrivals to Trinidad and Tobago originated
in North America (60.3 percent). Of total North
American visitors, 47.8 percent came from the
United States, and 12.1 percent from Canada.
CARICOM was the second largest source of air
visitors during the period (16.3 percent), followed by
Europe (14.4 percent). The leading sources of
CARICOM arrivals were Guyana (4.6 percent) and
Barbados (3.3 percent). The United Kingdom
provided the greatest number of European visitors
(9.3 percent). Persons visiting Trinidad and Tobago
came primarily for leisure, beach and vacation

purposes (41.7 percent); to visit friends and
relatives (27.5 percent); and for business or
convention (15.9 percent).
Travel advisories, a nation-wide State of
Emergency, and curfews in major urban
centers, all served to undermine Tobago’s
fragile tourism economy. Tobago was
especially hard-hit as cancellations during the
ensuing winter season put paid to any recovery
that was underway in its tourism sector.
Additionally, the imposition of the curfew
meant that domestic visitors were negatively
impacted when they returned from vacationing
in Tobago. Reservation cancellations were
widespread, with bookings declining as much
as 60% at some hotels.
Cruise Ship Arrivals

A total of 85 cruise ships docked in Trinidad
and Tobago during 2010; a decrease of 16.7
percent, when compared to the 102 vessels
which docked in 2009. As a result, cruise ship
passenger arrivals fell by 17.1 percent, from
122,602 persons to 101,675 persons. Of these,
40,060 persons landed in Trinidad, and 61,615
persons in Tobago, representing decreases of
23.7 percent, and 12.2 percent respectively.
During the January to April 2011 period, a total
of 38 cruise ships visited Trinidad and Tobago;
22 fewer than over the same period one year
earlier, with Trinidad receiving 16 vessels
(down from 26 vessels); and Tobago 22 vessels
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(13 fewer than in the previous period). As a
result, cruise ship passenger arrivals in
Trinidad and Tobago fell to 43,649 persons,
from 72,093 persons in 2010. Of these, 12,338
passengers visited Trinidad; a decrease of 61.3
percent; and 30,851 passengers visited Tobago,
a decrease of 23.3 percent.
The reduction in cruise ship activity in Trinidad
reflects the withdrawal of one cruise line due to
dissatisfaction with this country’s marketing
efforts, and the dropping of Port of Spain and
Tobago by another cruise line as a consequence
of a negative travel advisory by the British
Government. Tobago suffered the withdrawal
of a second cruise line during the period, in
protest of action by the State, in seizing funds
aboard one of its vessels, in response to an
overseas legal matter. Following the return of
these funds however, the cruise line has
expressed interest in returning to Tobago in the
near future.

Domestic Tourism - SOE Effects

Domestic tourism is an important segment of
the Tobago economy that has grown in
importance during the last four years. Total
domestic passenger traffic (sea and air) during
the period 2008 to 2010 was steady at 800,000
per year. Due to the temporary withdrawal of
one fast ferry from the sea-bridge, net
occupancy rates at Tobago hotels and guesthouses experienced a decline from 40.6 percent
to 36.6 percent in 2011.
As a result of the implementation of a State of
Emergency and limited curfew in designated
crime ‘hot-spots’, Trinidad & Tobago received
extensive international media scrutiny. This
was magnified by a reported plot to assassinate
the Prime Minister, Attorney General and two
Cabinet members. This development led to
further cancellation on visits to Trinidad and
Tobago by cruise ships and yachts. Service
providers to the tourism sector realized some
deterioration in their revenue as food &
beverage providers, entertainers, taxi operators,
and tour operators were forced to suspend
operations due to restrictions on the movement
due to the curfew. These effects were felt more
severely on the SME sector in Tobago which
relied upon domestic tourists. Many nationals
opted to cancel their trips to Tobago in light of
the unstable national security situation.
SME Sector

Trinidad & Tobago’s Central Bank Governor
Ewart Williams during his opening remarks at
the School of Business of the University of the
Southern Caribbean’s (USC), one-day seminar,
entitled The Role of Entrepreneurship in Economic
Development, projected that over the next few
years, the contribution from the energy sector is
likely to be weaker, because of capacity issues
as will Government’s ability to provide fiscal
stimulus because of our growing public debt. In
these circumstances, the non-energy sector will
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have to depend on different drivers to sustain
economic growth and jobs for the growing
labour force. It called for a more dynamic nonenergy sector—a sector that is able to exploit
new export markets, based on a higher level of
competitiveness and on a cadre of new and
more aggressive entrepreneurs. Governor
Williams argued that entrepreneurship was
responsible for the increase in living standards
and most of the job growth in developed
countries—most notably in the US, Europe and
Japan. “Entrepreneurship propels economic
growth and development by providing
innovation. Innovation is the fuel that spurs
improvements in productivity and economic
competitiveness and provides the impetus for
structural transformation. China Korea and
Taiwan are notable examples of countries that
have moved from imitative to innovative
entrepreneurship,”
In developing countries, the small and microenterprise sector has to be the source of

innovation and the engine growth for the future. In
T&T the Central Statistical Office estimated that
there were approximately 26,000 SMEs (87 per cent
of the total number of businesses registered) in
operation in 2009. Half of these businesses were in
the distribution sector. SMEs are estimated to
account for 12-15 per cent of total employment and
contributed close to 30 per cent of GDP. Hence the
reason the Government embarked on the
establishment of NEDCO in 2002.

Notwithstanding the Government’s considerable
efforts to promote small business development in
T&T, the benefits that should be derived from the
increase in entrepreneurial activity are yet to be
manifested. The reasons for this challenge were
along the lines of cultural, social and institutional
barriers.
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Pumpkin Cheesecake Toffee


Petite Toffee Gift B

The autumnal season is upon us once
again and what does that mean?
Pumpkin Cheesecake Toffee!
A delightful blend of pumpkin flavored pecan toffee bathed in cream cheese flavored
white chocolate and fancifully decorated
with a festive vanilla flavored orange tinted
drizzle. We also hand paint each Pumpkin
Cheesecake toffee square with edible gold
powder to give it some holiday pizzazz!
(Seasonal Item: Available September-December)

Please Join Our Mailing List for Special Coupons, Sales, and Promotions!
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Visit us at: glcandy.com
Visit us at: glcandy.com

Visit us at: glcandy.com

Visit us at: glcandy.com

Visit us at: glcandy.com
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THE TOBAG
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AGO VOICE
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διασπορά
A diaspora is a scattered

population whose origin
lies within a smaller
geographic locale.

Website: www.tobagovoice.com
Email: tobagovoice@yahoo.com
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