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THANK YOU!
The Exuma Foundation has a
proud legacy of supporting
community building in Exuma for
over 20 years. Chris and Jenny
Kettel founded and developed
the Foundation and together
they have been instrumental in
developing the organization into
what it is today. Both Chris and
Jenny retired and on behalf of
Exuma and The Bahamas we
would like to recognize them
both for the outstanding and
selfless work that they have done
over the decades.

EDUCATION

Exuma Learning with Technology Project expands into
new school year with new partners
Over the last few months there has been a great deal of focus on
the Exuma Learning with Technology Project. Bill Sanford, founder
and major supporter of the ELTP, spent several weeks on the island
in August/September preparing with the teachers and schools to
ensure a good start to the school year. The Exuma Foundation
received and delivered computers, led a professional
development workshop, and was instrumental in creating
partnerships that will provide additional support for the ELTP.

If you’d like to make a donation
to the Exuma Foundation in
honor of the Kettels, you can
contact us directly
exumafoundation@gmail.com
or visit our website
www.exumafoundation.org
Thank you!
www.exumafoundation.org

Teacher buy-in to the project is seen as a vital component of
success. Although there has been success on the mainland,
difficulties have been noted with the degree of involvement by the
teachers. This is partly due to teachers concerns over the
effectiveness of the approach and also the amount of time they
were allowing for participation. A full time peripatetic teacher
working in all the participating schools together with time tabled
slots for the work has been seen as essential. Mrs. Crystal
Macintosh Ferguson was identified as the person most suitable for
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such a post. She had been a champion of the project as a teacher
at Stuart Manor Primary School where she successfully used the
system in her own class.

SPOTLIGHT
The Exuma School for
Exceptional Learners
Michael D. Smith came to the ESEL
in 2011. Michael was not
functioning in the primary school
so he was placed in this school to
received instructional lessons in a
smaller classroom setting. He has
improved greatly with his behavior
and academically, therefore he was
transferred to L. N. Coakley High
School in 2018 where he is doing
fairly well.

!

The Foundation organised for Mike
McGinity, a leading Educational
Inclusion expert, to visit our
campus and work with our School
for Exceptional Learners. Mike
visited for two days and spent time
assessing the students and working
with staff planning and organising
professional development. Mike
also wrote a report with key
suggestions on how to improve the
facility. The Foundation has
submitted two grant bids in order
to follow up on these report
suggestions. We look forward to
seeing this project develop.

!

More on the ESEL.

www.exumafoundation.org

The project has also gained some very beneficial partnerships and
made important program improvements. In addition to funds
already spent, a grant of $31,000 has been made for further
hardware purchases by the Sandals Foundation. Aliv have agreed
to support the development of the project by improving and
stabilizing internet access in all the Primary Schools. Champion
teachers have been identified in 3 schools that will form a core
team with Crystal and meet on a regular basis at the Foundation.
Professional development for the successful implementation and
development of the project has started and will continue through
the school year. The effectiveness of the approach will be closely
monitored through a process of academic monitoring and
evaluation in which the University of the Bahamas will take the
lead. The Exuma District Education Office and School Principals
are all committed to this project. Visit our website to learn more
about this project.

Crystal Ferguson (above) and Bill Sanford work with students at the Primary Schools.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
VBS Fun with Starve Poverty, a visit from the
Department of Social Services and Re-establishment
of the Rolleville Emergency Shelter Committee
Once again, Starve Poverty put on an very well-attended and much
enjoyed Vacation Bible School for kids of all ages in June. We
appreciate their efforts to bring this week of activities to the island.
The Department of Social Services made a special trip to Exuma
with the Honorable Frankie Campbell, Minister of Social Services
and Urban Development. Our discussions led to great
advancements in the concept for the Marjorie Carlson Children's
Home which is very near completion. Feedback from the Minister,
Permanent Secretary, and Directors of Social Services as well as
from the heads of Exuma's own Police, Department of Education,
Department of Social Services and Island Administrator, will be
invaluable in moving forward with our plans.
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Finding God’s Treasure at VBS with Starve Poverty.

A visit from the Department of Social Services.

Re-establishment of the Emergency Shelter Team to support the work of Social Service. A big thanks to the
following who have agreed to serve: Ron Fraser (Starve Poverty Director) Jeremy Mutton (Sandals General
Manager) Snovakia Watson (Sandals Foundation) Rob Stitch (Exuma Foundation) Danny Strachan (Exuma
Foundation) Rodney Williams (Superintendent of Police) Preston Cunningham (Local Administrator) Everett
Hart (Local Government) Gordy Gray (Exuma Chief) Councillor Ciji Major (Dept Social Services Local Manager)!

ENVIRONMENT

!
!

GROW Exuma visits Eleuthera and hosts summer high school work/study program
The GROW Exuma program provided work/study positions for 6 high school students and 3 former GROW
participants this summer. In addition to learning about permaculture, a type of sustainable farming, and
participating in the day-to-day care of our backyard farm, the students worked on projects which included
duck fertigation systems for our fruit trees, a PVC chicken self feeder, and a bamboo outdoor shower. Two
students, Rashad McKenzie and Tahj Brown, used their talents in the kitchen to prepare several “farm to
table” meals for the group. It was wonderful! This group also had the opportunity to learn about coral reefs
and our Exuma reef restoration project with guidance from Dr. Robin Smith and Jerah Coviello of SUSiE, a
science under sail program that has led student trips in the Exuma Cays for 4 years.
Also, over the summer, our apprentices BJ Charlton and Brmonte Rolle visited Eleuthera with Catherine on
an educational trip to learn about native plants and sustainability. The group stayed as guests at the Leon
Levy Plant Preserve in Governors Harbour and received a island tour and behind the scenes look at the

Gabriel Rolle plants his first coral with SUSiE.

www.exumafoundation.org

GROW Exuma high school work/study students and friends.
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National Park from Bahamas National Trust
Botanist Dr. Ethan Freid. The group visited the
Island School and Cape Eleuthera Institute in
South Eleuthera where they got a first hand look
at wind, solar, and aquaponics systems,
woodworking with casuarina trees, and their fruit
orchard. BJ was able to offer some beekeeping
assistance to their new beekeeper. See more
GROW Exuma photos on Instagram.

OUR TEAM
Rob Stitch President
Danny Strachan Business Manager
Catherine Booker Environmental Educator
Shequita Clarke Operations Assistant
GROW Apprentices BJ Charlton and Brmonta Rolle talk with
Dr. Ethan Freid at the Leon Levy Plant Preserve in Eleuthera.

Looking forward…
The Exuma Foundation is in ongoing discussions
with both the Bahamas Technical and Vocational
Institute and the University of The Bahamas. The
objective of these discussions is to establish long
term sustainable relationships with both BTVI and
UB. We are hopeful that this will then provide
increased opportunities for Exumians to follow
structured certificated courses in both academic
and vocational fields.

Vincent Burnside Repairs & Maintenance Manager
We recently had two great opportunities to represent
and share the work of the Exuma Foundation with a
wider audience. Rob Stitch addressed the
homeowners at the Grand Isle Annual General
Meeting. Catherine Booker gave a presentation on
the role of non -profits in public-private partnerships
at the Exuma Business Outlook.
We look forward to the arrival of both tourists and
second home owners this holiday season. It would
be great to engage new faces with the work of the
Exuma Foundation. In December we will begin
offering tours of the campus led by the GROW
Exuma apprentices. Please think of us when
considering plans for you and your guests!

Upcoming Events
There’s still time to sign up for the annual Run for Pompey
November 10th! Proceeds from the race have supported
scholarships for Bahamian students. There’s a race for everyone!
2K 5K 10K 22.5K 42K 50K
REGISTER ONLINE

!

Don’t forget to visit us on Facebook and Instagram!
www.exumafoundation.org
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