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At long last we will once again don red liturgical cloth to a
Pentecost spirit for the 10 young people who have received a ZOOM
confirmation training experience. They no less have done the needed work
and will receive the rite of confirmation and join the membership of our
church. They will be with us in person along with their family members, so
we will mandate masks for this Sunday. Doing this in community is a
special gift, so please plan to find some way to be a part of this special worship service, whether in
person or on Facebook Live/Streaming on our website. This is a big day!

Dog Day Mixer Returns
We need your pet dog to play with! Our annual Dog Day
Mixer will return on Sunday, September 12, 2021, on the front lawn of
the church (Farmer’s Market side) from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. This event is
where we welcome the new, incoming Elon University students to our
neighborhood and community as well as the returning students. For
those who have pet dogs in your family, please bring them out so
they can play with the students and give them the love they are
missing from their own family pet dog. We will be grilling hot dogs
and serving ice cream. We will have representatives from the local
shelter on hand. Any donations of dog food, cat food, kitten food or
any other supplies would be greatly appreciated. We hope you will
bring your lawn chairs or blanket and come out and meet your new
neighbors and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and fun. If you are bringing your dog please sign up on
the bulletin insert or e-mail the church office at eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com.

Zoom Meeting: Tuesday, September 21, 7 pm
In-Person Meeting: After Worship,
September 26, Sanctuary
Come share your ideas of helping the church to grow and thrive over the next 5 years. No
sign-up required. Zoom link will be shared one week prior to the meeting. We will see you there!

Page 2

The Torch

VISION 2026
September brings us to our
last steps to building goals and our
long-range, five-year plan for the
church. We took a break for the
Summer, but we have amassed lots of
really good input from Boards, committees, and members of the
church. We planned to have up to 2 more “TOWN HALL” meetings for
any member or friend of the church to give input and share our
hopes and dreams for the vision of our church. That time has come
and it is also important to know that our One Day Goals Retreat will
wrap all this up on Saturday, October 23, from 9 am—1 pm. Be
sure to set aside that day on your calendar.
Alas, in our progress to this process, COVID-19 continues to
get in the way. Likewise, our September schedule as a whole is under
the added scrutiny of safety and making sure everyone who wishes to
participate will be able to. As such, you will see in our Torch issue
that we are bravely, but safely moving forward with many activities as
well as modifying or cutting back a bit other events we thought we
could do with no problem. In the Spring we had planned only
in-person Town Hall meetings, but now we will have one in-person,
and now have the second meeting by ZOOM. There will be on-going

re-assessments as information of the viral spread comes to light. It is
sad that we thought we might be through it much farther than we
are, but we must live in the times we are in and not what we want.
My hope is that if you haven’t had a chance to take part in one of
the input sessions you will try to make one the two remaining
gatherings whether in person or on Zoom. Even COVID cannot stop
our process of dreaming and shaping the next 5 years as we get ever
closer to our plans. We must also be very aware that being a
congregation has changed because of the virus and we must face
those facts as we plan.
I hope that as we get into the Fall, we will continue to
move toward recovering all of our activities even if it has to mean
taking smaller steps as we rebuild. All of this will lead us to our
“Vision 2026” goals and vison plans. I have been very impressed by
the vaccination rates of our congregation, the willingness to mask
when needed, and your attention to safety. I firmly believe that we
reflect more closely to a community of immunity because of our care.
I pray our vision continues in this same way and we do find our way
to a clear direction as we move into the coming years. Christ is with
us! Christ is with us indeed!
Love,

Randy

So far, we have safely re-entered into in-person gatherings for Sunday School. We have completed Ruth and
are setting course to expand our books of the Bible study within a contextual approach to uncovering the messages of
Biblical Theology and helping us to better understand the truth of the Bible. You are welcome to take part! We meet
from 9:30-10:15 am each Sunday morning.

9/11 Retrospective Panel
On Wednesday, September 8, at 7:00 pm a program will be
held in our sanctuary surrounding the 20
year anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
This retrospective will include a panel
discussion and is open to all members of
Elon University, the church, and the
surrounding Elon community. Please join us.

As we come back together in some normal
fashion, our liturgist coordinator, Bev Orwig, would like
to invite you to consider being a liturgist. To refresh
your memory, a liturgist’s responsibility is to read a couple of
introductory portions of the bulletin and to read a scripture passage.
If you have been a liturgist in the past, prior to the pandemic, Bev
will be reaching out to you. If you have not, but are interested,
please e-mail the office and Bev Orwig will be in touch with you.
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COOL/EDGE Group, 5:30—7:00pm
September 5
September 19

No meeting due to Labor Day weekend
Mission Night—We will assemble Health Kits for Church World Services. Supper will be
served and we will have some fun and fellowship time after we complete our project.

KICK Group, 4:45—5:30 pm
September 19

Spreading the love! We will meet outside, weather permitting. We will make cards for our
homebound folks of the church.

—

-

—-

Each year the Board of Christian Education welcomes folks back to church after the summer break to our
Sunday School Program. The adult classes we have available are the Pastor’s Bible Study Class which is meeting in
person, and the Seeker’s Class which at this point is meeting on Zoom. Our children and youth have taken a break
during the pandemic and have planned to resume classes on September 12. During worship we will recognize our
Sunday School teachers. Our 3rd graders in our congregation will be presented Bibles. Following worship, a snack will
be available worship as we greet each other outside. Let’s rally back to church on September 12.

The Board of Christian Education has plans for us to share our gifts and talents with others through
Zoom meetings. Is there a favorite recipe, a significant accomplishment, musical talent or skill that you have
developed and could help others, for example gardening or crafts, that you will be willing to share? We have an
opportunity to get to know each other through listening to our stories and learn a lot about something new!
Our first planned Zoom meeting, planned for Sunday, September 26 at 7:00 pm, will highlight the gift
of Floral Arranging and the love of flowers led by Grace Jones. Grace will show us how she creates her beautiful floral arrangements and talk
with us about her love of flowers. Come join us! We are opening this up to all ages! Please contact Patty Welborn at pwelborn2@triad.rr.com
or 336-263-3006, or any Board of Christian Education board member, to get on the schedule to share your gifts, accomplishments and talents!

Women’s Fellowship Meeting to Kick Off New Program
The Women's Fellowship of Elon Community Church, UCC will begin its new year with our Senior Pastor, Randy
Orwig, introducing us to the new program material for our study this year. It is prepared by the Presbyterian Women of
PW, USA and is entitled “What My Grandmothers Taught Me.” It is based on stories of the women in Matthew's Genealogy of
Jesus and is written by Merryl Blair. The members of the Morning and Evening Circles will meet together on Monday morning,
September 13 at 10:30 am. The meeting will be followed by another delicious $9.00 catered lunch by Southbound Sandwich
Shop. Sharon Wheeler will take orders for your choice of sandwich. Drinks of tea or water will be provided. The meeting will
also be available on zoom and an invitation will be sent by e-mail before the date. All the women of the church are invited to come and be a
part of this fellowship and spiritual enrichment. Jean Toms and Kay Elder serve as Co-presidents and Katherine Floyd is Vice-President.
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary

(From meeting in church library on August 8, 2021)
Treasurer’s Report for July showed a second month of “summer deficit,” however the YTD surplus is growing again in August. We really are in good
financial shape. We received a $10K endowment from Esther Kernodle’s will since the Council last met in June.
Trustees voted tonight to use the recent $10K endowment to pay for improvements to the CLC video equipment (already installed). Guidelines were approved
that spell out the level of authority of Trustees to make purchases, based on amounts being spent. Six new maintenance items were prioritized.
Deacons decided on a new procedure for preparing individual servings for communion, to start in October (bread in paper condiment cups, juice in washable
glass cups). Ushers should be back on duty this fall, with a new usher coordinator.
Board of Christian Education is looking ahead at hosting 2022 VBS on June 19-22. Rally Day is set for Sept. 12. All Sunday School classes will meet at 9:30
am, volunteers will be recognized in worship, and refreshments will be served on the lawn after church. Teachers are still needed for the children.
Missions & Outreach Board reported on lots of continuing as well as new avenues of outreach. They are sponsoring Pastor Sharon’s participation in a Habitat
for Humanity “Women’s Build.” If any other women would like to participate, contact Racheal Stimpson.
Board of Evangelism reported that the Secondhand Santa Sale is scheduled for December 4. Racheal and Matt Stimpson, co-chairs (representing Missions &
Evangelism Boards), invite artisan vendors to register online now. The Treasurer initiated a related discussion on the need for ECC to obtain a credit card
reader, for the convenience of customers. This would also be an advantage to CLC renters.
Children/Youth Ministries – 15 children enjoyed VBS in July. Older youth will kick off fall activities in late August with a pizza party – outdoors, rain or
shine! A ceremony of welcome for our 10 Confirmands is planned for Sept. 19.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon will be out of the office on Fridays. She preached at ECC twice (July 25 and August 1), and assisted with Memorial services for Jim Lyon and Margaret McTaggart. She is now planning fall programs for children and youth.
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy will be out of the office on Mondays. He noted that Monica will be able to come back into the office on Mondays,
now that we have arranged for a part-time video “production manager” for Sunday worship (Elon U senior, David). Randy has spent much of the summer
engaged in problem solving (when he was not at camp, coordinating water games at VBS, or on vacation). He feels the need for people to be allowed to
grieve together “in community,” after this past 18 months of loss. A general memorial service will be scheduled, as part of our annual Remembrance in
November, if not earlier.

Next Council meeting is planned for Sunday, September12, 2021 at 7:30 PM, in the church library.

Soaring High Book Club Meetings Return This Fall
Dear Readers, Here’s our updated sequence of books for the next six months.
• September 27 – Secret Life of Bees, by Sue Monk Kidd
• October 25 – The Bridge, by Doug Marlette
• November 29 (?) – Caleb’s Crossing, by Geraldine Brooks
• December 13 (?) – A Christmas Memory, by Truman Capote
• January 24 – Elegance of the Hedgehog, by Muriel Barbery
• February 28 – Red Dog: A Tale of the Carolina Frontier, by Carole Troxler

Breaking NEWS: Now that Zoom is not a totally new

experience for most of us, we plan to implement a hybrid
meeting format, until covid calms down.
• PLAN A – Masked for those who prefer to meet in person
(no snacks).
· PLAN B – Zoom for those whose preference is to
participate remotely.

Our fall 2021 schedule of book discussions starts with a great end-of-summer read, The Secret Life of Bees. You still have time to enjoy it before
we meet on Monday, September 27 at 7 PM. Copies are available to borrow from the “book club shelf” near the windows in the church library. (Just sign
your name!) Chapters 1-3 of this story are a struggle to get through – because the young girl, Lily, has had such a tough first 14 years of life, growing up
longing for the mother she can’t quite remember. But skip ahead to Chapter 4, where Lily begins to learn from bees (all sisters) how a strong family unit
maintains peace and stability, despite many challenges. For a few weeks in late summer, Lily moves in with the spirited “calendar sisters,” May, June, and
August, in a small SC town where the Black Madonna Honey company is a name that merits respect. Lily earns her
keep harvesting honey, and watches a Civil Rights drama unfold as she owns up to her real identity as a white girl
in the deep south.
NOTE: Our own Carole Troxler has a new non-fiction work being released in paperback on Sept. 15, entitled Sallie
Stockard and the Adversities of an Educated Woman of the New South. Check it out on www.amazon.com.
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SEPT 11, 2021 (Saturday) 10 am – CWEVA FALL ENRICHMENT (VIRTUAL via ZOOM) MEETING
We have been invited to join in a Zoom Meeting hosted by the Church Women of Eastern Virginia Association (CWEVA) for a Fall
Enrichment on Saturday, September 11, 2021. The theme: “Faithful Women Praying Through Lament to Hope,” The scripture is: Hebrews 10:23
and theme song: “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand.” Our speaker will be Minister Belinda Sledge, Accountant and Financial Consultant for the
Southern Conference and a dynamic speaker. There is no charge for the event; but you still must register. If interested in attending please
contact Betty Griffin by September 7th at bbg9@bellsouth.net. for detailed information about the Fall Enrichment, steps to follow to register and
to receive the zoom link and passcode for the meeting.

OCT. 2, 2021 (Saturday) – 1-4pm – UCC SOUTHERN REGIONAL WOMEN’S RETREAT (VIRTUAL)
God of Mystery- Spirit of Hope
Romans 12:12-13
The Planning Committee for the 2021 UCC Southern Regional Women's Retreat
has been hard at work. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Committee postponed
the in-person retreat originally planned for October 2021 to October 2022. A virtual afternoon retreat was added to the schedule for this
October. The Committee would like to invite you to participate in a…
Virtual Retreat on ZOOM

October 2, 2021 - 1:00 to 4:00 pm
This program will provide an overview of the October 14-16, 2022, "In Person" UCC Southern Regional Women's Retreat to be held at
Camp Weed in Live Oak, Florida (hosted by the Florida UCC Women). We will have a chance to fellowship and worship with old and new friends
from all parts of the Southern Region (area from Texas to Virginia). Our guest speaker/presenter for both retreats will be Rev. Dr. Georgia A.
Thompson, UCC Associate General Minister of Wider Church Ministries and Co-Executive for Global Ministries.
You are encouraged to watch at home or any location you select, by yourself or with a group of fellow UCC Women. The cost is
$15.00 for mailed registration or $16.00 online registration. (The money received for this virtual event is being split and donated between The
Miracle Outreach Community Development Center (providing a safe place for girls 11-18 who have been subjected to domestic violence or human
trafficking) and In-person Scholarships for the October 14-16, 2022 event). For a flyer, mail-in registration form or to register online go to
www.uccwomen.org and click on “Meetings”. Mail-in Registration Forms are also available in the Church Office or by requesting one by email
from Betty Griffin (Planning Committee Member) bbg9@bellsouth.net. REGISTRATION DEADLINE – MUST BE POSTMARKED BY SEPTEMBER 15,
2021. If you have any questions, contact: Florida UCC Women c/o Registrar Barb Coons, 1419 SE 33rd Ter., Cape Coral FL 33904 239-5498283, FLUCCWRegistrar@gmail.com

THE FARMERS MARKET AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Authentically Alamance Farmers Market has returned in full force with 21 vendors! Like last year, the
market is now run down College Ave. instead of on our grass. Therefore, you need to enter by coming into the Holt
Ave. entrance of our parking. Look forward to a year with lots of choices and healthy affordable food. They now take
credit cards for tokens, and accept food assistance (snap) by giving $2 for each $1 you buy! So, pass the word and
attend this market and celebrate local! Market each Thursday from 3-6 pm!
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To My Church Family,
Thank you
so much for the
outpouring of love
and support shown
to me and my family in the wake of
Martin’s passing. The food, flowers,
memorials, and cards have been deeply
appreciated as we grieve.
- Susan Rose
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been busy during
the pandemic, despite not being able to meet together.
We are always looking for people who enjoy knitting/
crocheting to join our group!
Since our rebirth over two years ago, we’ve
given out over 25 shawls or lap robes to the members &
friends of ECC. Everyone receiving a shawl has been truly
blessed & are most grateful. What a wonderful way to
bring love & comfort during a difficult time in their lives. If you are interested in joining
this ministry, please contact Ellen Martin at 336-395-8622.

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

Altar Flower
Schedule
September
September
September
September

5
12
19
26

Jack & Mildred Lynch
Sue & Dan Kuhn
Kevin & Vivian Bengel
Matthew & Racheal Stimpson

Olga Griswold
Kaye Zinsmeyer
Kay Elder
CJ Bateman
Millard Gold
Bev Orwig
Gertrude Liscum
Vicki Price
Roberta Roeske
Ann Vickers
Linda Vogg
Taylor Drummond
Philip Ramsey

9/1
9/1
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/10

Olivia Hopkins
Simone Tang
Martha Wilson
Randy Orwig
Fiamma Lujan
Gavin Nicholson
Ray Covington
Judy Foxworth
Bill Menikheim
Brian Gold
Elizabeth Goodwin
Joann Peterson
Marlene Conner
Sherry Scott
Betty Strong
Sue Baker

Wally and Roberta Roeske
Don and Barbara Gerhardt
Bill and Betty Blanchard
Ron and Sue Baker
Matt and Racheal Stimpson

9/5
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/14

Fred and Carol Lehman
Bob and Connie Martin
Don and Sherry Scott
Richard and Janet Allen
Larry and Betty Strong

9/11
9/12
9/13
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/30
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/28

Mailed: 8/28/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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