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26th - 27th December 2020 - Year B

The Holy Family

Marriage is too often conceived as the sacrament which unites a man and a woman
to form a couple. In reality, marriage establishes a family, and its purpose is to in-
crease the number of the elect, through the bodily and spiritual fecundity of the
Christian spouses.

1. Every marriage intends children. Although Mary and Joseph were not united in a
carnal way, their marriage is a true marriage: an indissoluble, exclusive union whol-
ly subordinated to the child. Mary and Joseph are united only in order to bring Jesus
into the world, to protect and raise him.
They have only one child, but he contains
the whole of mankind, even as Isaac, an on-
ly child, fulfilled the promise made to Abra-
ham of a countless progeny.

2. The purpose of every marriage is to es-
tablish a Christian family. The Holy Family
observed the religious laws of Israel; it went
% in pilgrimage to Jerusalem every year with
other Jewish families (Lk. 2:41). Jesus sad-
dens and amazes his father and his mother
because to their will and company he pre-
fers "to be in his Father's house". Thus it
may happen that God's will obliges the fam-
ily to make disconcerting sacrifices. Yet
every Christian family must live in harmony
and in prayer, which are the pledges of joy
and union.

3. "He remained obedient to them." Jesus

Parish Mass Schedule

Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 6:00pm

Sunday: 9:00am ({talian),
10:30 am, 6:00 pm
Weekday Masses:

Monday to Friday: 9.10am

Healing Mass: 1st Thursday of
the month at 1.30pm

Devotional Practices:
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Wednesday after
9.10am Mass

Holy Rosary: Thursday (English)
Reconciliation:

Weekdays: 30 minutes before
Mass or by appointment

Baptisms & Weddings:
By appointment only
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was God. And through the fullness of grace
Mary stood above Joseph. Nevertheless — if we except the event in the Temple —
Joseph remained the head of the family; he took the initiative (as when the Holy
Family fled to Egypt), and in Nazareth Jesus obeyed his parents.

Excerpted from Bread and the Word, A.M. Roguet

......................................................................................................................................

The Holy Family Praver

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family. Graciously inspire in us the
unity, peace, and mutual love that you found in your own family in the little town of
Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, nourish our family with your faith and your
love. Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of Mary, keep our family safe
from harm. Help us in all times of discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one with you. Help us to be
instruments of peace. Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than
all the weaknesses and trials through which our families sometimes pass. May we
always have God at the centre of our hearts and homes until we are all one family,
happy and at peace in our true home with you. Amen.

.......................................................................................................................................




" <7 Year of St Joseph
¥ With the Apostolic Let-
ter “Patriscorde” (“With
a Father’s Heart”), Pope
| Francis recalls the 150th
3 anniversary of the decla-
ration of Saint Joseph as
Patron of the Universal
Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Fa-
ther has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph”
from today, 8™ December 2020 to 8" Decem-
ber 2021.

The Holy Father wrote “Patris corde” against
the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic,
which, he says, has helped us see more clearly
the importance of “ordinary” people who,
though far from the limelight, exercise pa-
tience and offer hope every day. In this, they
resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes
unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden pres-
ence,” who nonetheless played “an incompa-
rable role in the history of salvation.”

Fr Jan - Annual Leave

Fr Jan will be on annual holiday from Mon-
day January 5™ to Wednesday January 27",
2021. During his absence, Fr Aloysius Nato,
SVD will be acting Parish Priest.

His mobile number is 0428 715 282.

Last Week’s Collection: 20/12/2020

1st Collection: $1050.65
2nd Collection: $352.05

Thank you for your kind generosity! \

Thank you!
Sincere thanks to all who have been part of
our Christmas celebrations.
Special thank you to cleaners, choir members,
readers, servers and collectors at Masses.
Thank you to all for your participation in the
liturgies.

y 4 4
A

3 ‘.\’\ .

4 >
— Yzt

Happy New Yea
to all our Parishioners!!

WE PRAY FOR:
The elderly and the sick
Dhea Abenir, Anthony,
Peter Bourke, Pasquale Curcio,
Anthony Joseph, Ray Mc Veigh,
John Plum & Bronislawa Slobodzian

First Reading Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14
Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the rights of a mother
over her sons. Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, he who
honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. Whoever respects his
father will be happy with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day
when he prays. Long life comes to him who honours his father, he who sets
his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. My son, support your
father in his old age, do not grieve him during his life. Even if his mind
should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in your health and
strength; for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten but will serve as
reparation for your sins.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-5. see v.1
R/ Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21
Concerning the Christian life in the world.

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed
in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The
Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to
keep them together and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of
Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together
as parts of one body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its
richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in
all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired
songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, give way to your
husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat
them with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because
that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children to
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation Col 3:15. 16
Alleluia, Alleluia! May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the
fullness of his message live within you. Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
The child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom.

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses,
the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord —
observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male
must be consecrated to the Lord — and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance
with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an
upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord.
Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought

N | in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his

arms and blessed God; and he said: ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go
in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which
you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and
the glory of your people Israel.” As the child’s father and mother stood there

| | wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them

and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and
for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected — and a
sword will pierce your own soul too — so that the secret thoughts of many may
be laid bare.” There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she
had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now
eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day
with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise
God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance
of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to
maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.




