MAY 2010

2009 Damage Report
Confinued

by Michael Prophet
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Jane and Bill Schumacher’s U-37 team began the '09 season in Madison like they did in '06 and '05 at Evansville; a
mess. Jean Theoret flipped Bello’s Pizza Saturday and nearly drowned. He didn’t return full-time until Evansville.




The 2009 Damage Report picks up with Nate Brown'’s Issaquah-based U-17 and ends with Fred Leland’s
U-100. One flip, gearbox snafus, and engine problems round out the report.

U-17 Our Gang Racing #0717

TheOur Gang team spent the of f
season building a new lighter
B cowling, installing anew rudder
bracket, building another turbine
engine, and putting together a
| backupgearbox.
. AtMadison, mgjority owner
Nate Brown said, “ They had an
igniter problemall weekend. While
— —= — = trying to fix that, we couldn’t
concentrateon other areas” TheywerelO%Iow onfuel flow, whichthi syearwas4 1gpm, and 5% below onthe
N2limit. Kip BrownandtheU-17 had no major problems.

ForDetroit theteamworked onincreasing fuel flow togai nthespeed and till stay under theN2limit. They
damagedapropelleringA.

At Tei-0ities Nate Brown
stepped into the cockpit of West
Pasco Family Dental and qualified
himself andtheboat. Thereasonwas
heneededtomaintainhisstatusasa &
gualified driver. Nate drove in 1B
Saturday thenturnedthewheel over o
tohisnephew KipBrown. Natesaid, §
“I"'m Kip’'s backup driver, but I'm B
alsoabackupdriver foranumber of EEES -
other teams.” No major troublehereor running as USNW Expressat Seaﬁle

KipBrown'sridestartedEvaasville astheU-17 Seal Shield. A flipby DaveVillwock and Ellstromchanged
theU-number when Erick Ellstrom|eased theboat sothey coul dfini shtherace Sunday and gain pointstowardsthe
National Championship. Now running astheU-16withNateBrowndriving (Kip Brownbrokehishandduringthe
interludeof thelease), theboat finishedfourthin 3B, earningaspotintheprovisiona . A winintheprovisional put
theboatinthefinal asthetrailer.

At0star fortheOryx Cup, NateBrownand“ Our Gang Racing” almost didn’t makethestart of 2B because
of sartingtrouble. Whilefloatinginmiddleof thefirstturn, theU-17 cametolifeand Brownwasabl etojointheother
threeboats.

Inthefirstrunningof thefinal , theturbineintheU-17ingestedtoo much saltwater from Oh Boy! Obertoonlap
landBrowngroundtoahalt. Formula’ sflip caused stoppageof theheat; Brownwasunableto start there-run.

U-22 Webster Racing #9703

Afterfiveyearsof sitting onthebeach, theformer U-3“ Tubby” returns. MikeWebster and hiscrew re-powered
thecraftfromtheV-12turbo-Allisontoaturbine. They alsolightened thehull, from9,3001bsto 7,700 bs.
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ItranastheU-22 ServPro atMadison. Beforethe3A, Webster tol d official sthey had fuel trouble, and asked
tochangeto 3B or C, butwastoldnoway. They failedtoruninthethird section, but wereallowedtorunatest lap
after the heat section. Theenginequit onthesecond|ap, comingout of turn 2. ServProwastowedin, done
fortheday. » -

Atetroit, Webster and Matrix
Systemsfinished 1A andreturnedto
pits, he opened the canopy and it
swungback downslammingontohis §
left hand. He was sent to Detroit =
Receiving Hospital for medical
attention. Thehatchcut hisrightring £
finger. Hereturnedfromthehospital
with his finger tip reattached, but = ‘ . ‘ ;
without hisfinger nail. Webster saidthebigger problemwas, “ Wehavegearbox problems.” Thegearbox, making
aloud growling noise, caused Matrix Systemstowithdraw fromtherace Sunday.

At Tei-Gities, thegearbox inMatrix Systemswasstill growlingloudly and couldbeheardfromshore, but didn’t
causemajor problems. | nSegtile, Webster withdrew MissAi rbag Service Sunday morning after thegearbox
finally cameapart.

In Evaasville Sunday, Matrix
Systemswasforcedtowithdraw after
3B becauseaboltinthecoupler broke.

In Doha, 0gtar, Mike Webster
and Matrix Systemsranintotrouble
onthethirdlapof 3A whenhehadto
shutdowntosavetheengine. Gearbox
problems again! To make things
worse, their backup gearbox would
not fit, knockingtheteamout of the
first Oryx Cup. '

U-25 Superior Racing Team & #0010 & #0925

Dr. Ken Muscatel leased Fred
Leland’'s red, white, and blue
Mirageboats (#0010) to start the
season until his new boat was
completed. His new boat, costing
under $150,000, washbeing built by
Ron Jones Jr. in Pacific, Wash.
Muscatel had nomajor problemsat
Masdison.

In 3A at Detroit Brian Perkins
andKenMuscatel nearly collidedon
the first lap. Miss Jarvis Disaster S5
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Recoverynever |eftthetrailerfor 4B.
The team found engine mount
problemsanddidn’twanttorisk the
financial damagetotheengineor hull
andwithdrew.

Muscatel had plannedtohavethe
new boat inthepitsLampson Pitsin
Tei-Gities Thursday evening, but
they the plumbing system wasn’t
completed and thenew purplepaint
not finished. The Leland hull was
pressedintoserviceonemoretime.

ServProdidn’trun Friday because, asMuscatel putit, “ Theteamforgot apart of theboat back in Seattle.”

In1B Saturday, M uscatel and Servprowent downinsecond turn beforecrossing thestarting linebecause of
problemswith hissestbelt. Beforethethird set of heats, M uscatel withdrew Servprobecauseof acracked strut.

M uscatel and co-owner Ron Jonesbrought thebrand new U-25to8estile, but failed tomakeitintimefor
qualifying. So, Buffalo Federal SavingsBankwasunabletoraceintheir scheduled 1B Saturday. They alsomissed
thesecond heat section Sunday, but wereallowedin 3A andtheprovisional.

It suffered balanceand skidfinproblems. Muscatel said, “Wehavetoget thebal anceright. Wechanged theskid
finbecausethefirstonewetriedwas
too big; it overpowered the boat.” e — ——
They triedtoborrow askidfinfrom - N N e e
FredLeand,butfoundtheholesdidn't ———
matchup. 8 = —

Mister HomeLoanlostitsengine =
cowling on the second lap of 2A in
Evaasville, but Muscatel managed

tofinishtherace.

Unlimiteds.net
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forcingthemtowithdraw fromtherace. Endingthefirstlap, “ Superior Racing” hitaroller goingintothecornerand
bounced highintheair. Whenitdammedback downtheenginebeganactingup. After returningtothedock thecrew
found damagetotherear non-trip. Thoughthebracket wasfine, thesupport structurewasbrokenontheinsideand
outside. Muscatel saidit could havebeen patched, but another hop likethat may have caused evenmoreserious
damage. Hesaiditwasn’ tworthitinthelongrun.

U-37 Schumacher Racing LLC #9401

TheSchumacher teambeganthe’ 09 season onadifficult noteonceagain. AtMadison, Jean Theoret flipped Miss
Bello’ sPizzaupsidedownin 1B Saturday whileleading Graham Trucking by aroostertail chargingintothefirst
turnof thefinal lap.

Whentherescueteamarrived, Theoret wasfound unconsciousand pulled out theescapehatchwithinminutes.
Safety and Rescue, led by Buddy Gaw andthe ABRA rescueteam, continued to perform CPR until hewasplaced
inanambulanceandtransportedtoKing’ sDaughters’ Hospital for treatment. Theoret wasconsideredincritical
conditionuponarrival. Dr. Edward Saurissoon upgraded hisconditionto stabl e, but guarded. Newsreportssaid
that hisinjurieswerenot consideredlifethreatening. After eval uationhewastransported by ambulancetoUniversity



of Louisville Hospital for further
observation. BruceMadg, thedirector
of mediarelationsfor theAmerican

Boat Racing Associationsaid, “He €%
ingested water into hislungsbut he §

doesnot appear tohaveany external

injuries. Hewasintubated, but hewas |

responding on his own.” Jane
Schumacher and Scott Raney both
reportedthat doctorshadfoundnothing
internal or externa after doingaCAT
scan. Jane and Billy left Sunday
morningfor Louisvilletobewithhim.

Thetubeconnecting Theoret’ sair
mask totheonboard oxygensystem
brokeandheingestedquiteabitof the
OhioRiver. Theoretsaid,“ | drowned
andcamebacktolife.” Hespentfive
daysin the hospital, including two
daysinintensive care. They said it

may take up to a month beforehe =
couldreturntodrive. Theoretsaidhe —
waspartof theselectionprocessthat |
named JW. Myers, 2003 rookieof |
the year, to replace him behind the |

whedl.

Asfor MissBello's Pizza, crew
chief Scott Rainey stayedinMadison
torepair thehull damagesufferedin
thecrash.

Theoret wasin(etroit andteam |

officid sgavehimtheoptionof driving,

but heoptedout, saying, “I’mnotable

todrive.”
As JW. Myers rounded the
Roostertail Turn starting their

qualificationattempt, thepropeller =
flew off and MissDYC coastedtoa |

stop. Thepropeller wasseenflying
through the air. Fortunately, no
damage was done to the hull, and
governorskept theturbinefromover
revvingandblowing.
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Forthefina,MissDYCandAlbert [l r

Leeweretiedinpointsforthetrailer | =

position. Because of a faster

qudlflcatlonspeed MlssDYCgotthe
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Jean Theoret was back in the
cockpitin Tei-Gities. Hetook Hoss === - === 2
Mortgagelnvertorsout during qualifying Saturday morning, hOpI ngto getthedoctor sclearance. Onreturn, the
first persontogreet himonthedock wasJ.W. Myers, whodrovetherest of theweekend. Asked how closehewas
tocomingall theway back, Theoret replied, “Maybe next week.”

Billy Schumacher said hedidn’t wanttorush Theoret andwasvery pleased withthejobMyersdidin Detroit.

Jean Theoret wasback behindthewhee! of HossMortgagel nvertor sFriday inSeattle. Theoret had trouble
in1A onSaturday saying, “ Itwasmy strength; | amnot drivingany morethisweekend.” JW.Myersclimbedback
behindthewheel for Sunday.

Feeling better inEvaasville, Theoret hel ped repair thebrakesontheteamtransport truck on Friday. Heput
onhiscoveralls, andwithabigsmileclimbed underneath.

Fortunately, the crew has plenty of time for repairs before the
Middle East race. Photos by Ron Harsin

Renton Coil Sporing suffered de-laminationontheleft sidenear theskidfinafter 3B. Itwaspeelingalongthe
non-trip, forcingthemtowithdraw.
MissPeters& May andtheteam had nomajor mechanical troublein Doha, 0gtae.

U-48 Go Fast & Turn Leit #9610 & #9399

Albert Lee, with Brian Perkinsdriving, began theseason atMadisoa without any trouble,
In1A atetroit, Perkinswent througharoostertail tryingtomakeamoveonKip BrownintheU-17 and did
someminor damageto Albert Lee.

Albert Leereturnedtothepitsafter 2A withabrokenstrut. They hadto movetheboat out of thepit areatoweld
it,andfinishedrepairsintimefor 3A. Perkinsand Ken Muscatel nearly collided onthefirstlapin3A.

Theweldonthestrut cameapart againafter 4B. After MissDYCwithdrew fromthefinal, Albert Leegot the
nod, but they had problemsof their own. Owner Greg O’ Farrell said, “Weprobably shouldn’ trun. We vebeenre-



weldingour strut after each heat, and
wehaveahol einthebottom. We'll
trytorun.” Unfortunately, therepairs
couldnot bedoneintime.

Theteam and Albert Leehad no
major difficulties in Tei-Cities or
~ Seatile. For Evansville O’ Farrell

| brought out the blue #9399 and
PerkinsraceditasWhirlpool; having
nomajor problems.

After 2A atlgtae, Brian Perkins
said,”“ Thecounttothefivetothefive
caught us off guard, and we barely
madetheheat.” Withtheboatinthe
water at thefiveminutegun, hewent
to set his stopwatch and nothing
happened, it went blank. He had to
leave the dock with no timer. Then
| whilemilli ngwiththreeminutestogo,
they had radio difficulty which
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eventua nya| led compl etely Theyhad nofurther probl ems.

U-100 Leland Unlimited LLC #9899

Except for apower Ios'5| n 1A at Madison Greg Hopp and Shoreline Propellershad no major problems.

. In 1B at (etroit, Miss Jarvis
Paintin’ went dead in the water
heading upthebackstretchonlap1.
GregHoppgotitrestartedandheld
off a serious charge by the U-37.
“We had a coupler vibration that
wouldhappenif | gaveitalot of gas.

— | wasjust going to go easy to get
third, but | saw Miss DYC coming
and hadtotakethechanceand speed
uptokeepthirdplace.” MissJarvis

Paintingwent deadinthefinal morethanonce, but Hoppre-started eachtimeandthey limped acrossthefinishline.

Jerry’ sTavernwent out once Friday i n Tei-Gities and Hopp had to shut down. They changed enginesafter
beingtowedin.

Hoppwasoneroostertail back insecond placein 3B when Jerry sTaverncoastedtoastop. They had broken
thegearbox. Theprovisiona would havefeaturedtheU-100vs. U-16. Hoppjoked, “ If we' dhavehad Jerry’s
Tavernready togo, we d haveslaughtered Ell strom.”

Except for penalties, Mirageboatshad nomajor problemsat Seatile.




In 2B at Evaasville, Hopp was
runningthirdgoingintoturn2when
Mirageboatslost power after USNW E==
Express crowded them. Hopp
managedre-startandfinish. Theteam =
putinanew engineright before3B, &
butitdidn’thelp, they wentdeadin
thewater.

On Doha Bay in Ogtar, Hopp
pulledupwithengineproblemsat the
endof firstlap of 3A. Mirageboatsfailedtostart 4B duetolack of equipment.

Book Review:

Dancing With Disaster

Author: N. Mark Evans with David D. Williams, Edited by Roger Lippman Published by Pure Image
Inc., copyright 2009 ISBN: 1-59001-194-3, $24.95 Paperback.148 pages, 75 assorted B&W photos.
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Order from publisher @ www.pureimage.com , or from the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum

——

Online Store, at: www.thunderboats.org.

Dancing With Disaster istheautobiography of N. ]Q NI ED ECJ
Mark Evans. > YLF/D rij[ﬂ

The story istold to David D. Williams who &l so writes the 5 o o\ (|
introduction, Williamsand Evansmetbackinthesummer of 1970, [REEBJIC Vo o= RN
andtheir liveshavecrisscrossed ever since.

Thisbookisnot DavidWilliamstaking; insteadit’ slikelistening
to Mark Evans speaking at adinner banquet or acasual |ecture.
Wordsarenot mincedinthisvolume, which addstothereality of
thestory.

One might wonder what an unlimited hydroplanedriver and
dancing havetodowitheachother. Theanswer isontheback cover,
inafour photo seriesby Stephan L ane. There’ sMark, onthedeck

of oneof hisL elandrides, doinghis* happy
dance’ followingawin!
: Mark startsat thebeginning, whenhewas
bornandattendinghisfirstunlimitedraceas
anewborn, in 1957. Hislifestory unfolds
after that, in aseriesof short stories, some
hilarioussomevery serious.
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Thefirst eighteen (short) chaptersdeal withhisearly childhoodin
ChelanWash. and hisconstant zest for racing anything that moved.

Theninchapter 19, Dad, Norm EvansacquiresanoldNotreDame
hull & motor, that wasto becometheU-10 Ever green Roofing. Theold
hull waspainted PorscheRacing Greenandtherewasenoughpainttodo
Mark’ sandMitch’ spickuptrucksaswell. Intwoyearsof attemptingto
qualify at the Seattleand Tri-Citiesraces, they packeditin. Thencomes
the"ups & downs’. Mark marriesLinda, hisfirst wife, and then his
Father, NormEvanswasmurdered, onApril 11™, 1981 at approximately
9:00am.

ThenitwasajobwithJmLucero, thenhegot fired somoreups&
downs.

Thenfindly theAmerican Spirit project, followed by MissExideand
eventually the Miss Budweiser, including aBernie Little approved
shorter haircut. Divorcefrom Lindacamesuddenly, which saddened
Mark, but soonafter camehisridewith E-LamPlusandtheir firstwin.

H&RM collection

Hissaying*” [tdoesn’ t matter howmany
times you get knocked down. What

S mattersis how many times you get back

% up” wascertainly comingintoplay, by this

% g stageof Mark’ scolorful life. Thebook ends
s with achapter entitled “ The Last Waltz”
- about hislastridewith Bill Wurster andthe

: U-8 Llumar.

The end of thisbook has Mark Evans
dtatistics, his100races, his10wins, hisfour
blowovers, and a photo of Mark sitting
betweenhistwoex-wivesLindaandElane.
Andthey’red| smiling!

Anyfanof UnlimitedHydroplaneracingshouldreadthisstory. It' singpiring, sadinparts, andfunny throughout.
Review by: Kirk Pagel. Special Projects Editor for the Unlimited NewsJournal
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Mark Evans doing a little jig after winning 1A at Phoenix in 1996 Evanswrecked the primary U-1 PICO American Dream
driving Fred Leland’s U-99 Waffle House (#9299). (#9610) on a qualifying run at Hawaii in 1997.




Pre-Season Testing; The U-21 Albert Lee & U-25
Miss Moliday Inn Express launch on the Golumbia River

Twounlimitedstestedfor thecoming2010
H1 Unlimited seriesin Pasco 5-7. The
weather was fine Friday, but the
tumbleweedsintheColumbiaRiver were
countless. Quiteacrowdof peopleshowed
upforthetest alongwith photographers,
reporters, and TV crews. Michael
Denslow, Tri-Cities Water Follies

President, and Event Director Kathy = = =

Powell al somadean appearance.

The U-21 Albert Lee didn’t hit the
courseuntil about noon, becausethey had
troubleliningupthegearbox. Thecoupling
fortheshaftwouldn’ twork sothey hadto

goto Lampson’s and have onemade. &

Onceout though, Brian Perkinsranvery

well; AlbertLeelookedimpressive, stable, -
andvery quick. Whenthey returnedtothe =

dock after thefirstrun, thecrew pulled of f
theenginecowlingtotinker ontheengine
without pullingit out of thewater. Then
shortly after, Perkinsheaded back outon
the Columbiafor another fast run. They
pulledtheboat out fromthenontoswap
out equipment. They tested propel ler and
gear combinationstherest of day. Overall,
theteamwasvery pleasedwiththeresuts.

Their concern about the new gearbox &

slowingthemdown proved groundless,
their un-official GPS reported speeds

closeto 201 mphonthestraights. Driver
BrianPerkinscommented after returning
fromhisday’ sruns* Goesfast, accel erates
andturns. Everything you want arace
boattodo.” Thereisalsosomediscussion

of testing in Seattle before the season
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starts, accordingtoAlbert Leell| whowason-hand for thetstl ng session.

L akeridgePavingowner GregO’ Farrell waslimpingaroundthepitswithhisleftleginasoft cast. Hehad ruptured
anAchillestendonskiinginApril. Hewasvery happy withthe performanceof hisnew purchase, the#0721.

Dr. Ken Muscatel’ sremodel ed (by Ron Jones Jr.), “ Purple People Eater” (#0925) ontheother hand didn’t
performwell at al. Theboat showed up acouplehoursafter theU-21 without decal s, and the crew spent most of
Friday puttingittogether andworkingontheengine. Muscatel had plansto makefour runsduringthetwoday test.



Muscatel said, “Wehadabigskidfinwe
' had beentryingand hadtheoldbracket,
~and want to use a new bracket, but it
wasn'tready.” Sothey hadtouseanold
skidfin. They didn’tget wet until after 3
pm. When they did run the U-25 Miss
- Holiday Inn Expressran without arear
~ wing and engine cowling, nothing was
. wrongwiththem, they just wantedtotry
 itoutthisway. Muscatel ran 1%2lapson
~ firstrunthenwent dead short of thedock
and had to coast in. At left, Dr. Ken
o = = : - climbsintothe cockpit for second, and

final run of theday MissHol |day Inn Expre$d| dn tget very far from thedock and had to betowed back.
On Saturday theU-21 Albert Leedid not show, havingrunvery wcceesfullytheday before. Muscatel’ sMiss
Holiday InnExpressstartedtheday with
i abang, blowinganenginetrailer-firing,
S \Whichendedtheir test sessioninPasco.
Muscatel said this is why we do pre-
seasontesting. Toaddinsulttoinjury, they
couldn’ tget theboat back ontilt because
of battery problems. A quick chargetook

careof that, though.

Therewereplanstolet 5litrepilot Jon
1 Zimmermanget some* seattime” inthe
boat, but theblownenginepreventedthat.
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A Little Taste of HydroFile

Race Team News From Loa Erickson

U-10. There has been a statement made by a member of the
Gregory family, about “hoping to be running the U-10 (#8901)
at Seattle in August.” No additional details are available at this
time, but keep watching UNJ for new developments from the
USA Racing Team.

U-16 . Sven Ellstrom showed UNJ the new propellers and
high tech equipment they are using to make them.The Five
Axis machines/ Mitsubishi EDM machines are able to cut the center keyway and spline out of the 13-8
stainless steel material, to within a tolerance of .00025. They are also making props for offshore racers,

XXXXX XXXX photo

turbine casings, turbine disc’s and blades, and other various boat/aircraft industry related parts.
U-17. Nate Brown and the Our Gang Racing Team have completed the changes to the rear wing
structure and running surfaces. The hull has been primered, the bottom painted, and rolled over. A new
paint scheme also is in the works. The team has been busy re-working the turbine from the Doha race
and prepping gearboxes. Our Gang Racing plans on testing at the annual Tastin’ ‘n Racin’ event, June
12-13 on Lake Sammamish in Issaquah, WA.
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