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Township County Ord Date Notes

Not 

Listed Other Bear Cat Dog Herp Mustelid NHP Procyonid

Acme Grand Traverse

Ada Kent P

Addison Oakland 7/2/1990

bans list of animals except AZA zoo, circus, 

pet shop if conforms with zoning, clean and 

sanitary, quarters prevent escape and no 

person within 100'; fully exempts DNR 

Caregivers Permits PB B PB PB PB PB

Adrian Lenawee

Aetna Missaukee

Akron Tuscola

Alaiedon Ingham

Alamo Kalamazoo

Albert Montmorency

poisonous/dangerous reptiles, wild/exotic 

animals not considered accessory use

Alcona Alcona

poisonous/dangerous reptiles, wild/exotic 

animals excluded from accessory 

residential use without permit P

Algansee Branch

bans exotic animals in all districts except 

AG B PB B B B PB B B PB

Algoma Kent

bans exotic/endangered/unusual animals 

unless Kent County regulates them PB PB PB

Allegan Allegan P

Allendale Ottawa

exotic/wild animals require special use 

permit in residential and rural estate 

districts P

Almena Van Buren

bans dangerous animals (undefined) and 

controlled wildlife on residential plats and 

within 150' of dwellings - must follow all 

other laws PB

Almira Benzie

Almont Lapeer

Aloha Cheboygan

Alpena Alpena

excludes poisonous/dangerous reptiles, 

wild/exotic animals from accessory use

Alpine Kent exclude from def of domestic
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Amboy Hillsdale no township zoning

Ann Arbor Washtenaw

Antwerp Van Buren

Arbela Tuscola

defines wild animal; domestic and wild 

animals not farm animals considered 

recreational livestock - allowed RR and RC-

1

Arcada Gratiot

Arcadia Manistee

Argentine Genesee

Armada Macomb

Ash Monroe

bans using land or buildings for exotic 

animals (all animals not indigenous to MI) 

in AG, RE, and R districts B

Ashland Newaygo bans exotic animals - no exceptions PB PB B B B PB B B

Assyria Barry X P

Atlas Genesee P P

Attica Lapeer

bans exotic/wild animals (not native to SE 

MI and not farm or domestic) unless proven 

to be domestic household pet or with DNR 

license B

Au Sable Iosco

bans wild animals (not domestic or farm 

animal) in all districts except AZA B

Augusta Washtenaw

bans keep, breed, sale exotic animals in all 

districts except AZA zoo, wildlife 

sanctuaries, nature preserve, circus, 

science/medical/ education institution B

Aurelius Ingham 6/10/2003 wild animals prohibited in all districts B

Austin Mecosta

AuTrain Alger

Baldwin Iosco

Baltimore Barry
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Bangor Bay

bans owning, breeding, selling exotic 

animals except AZA zoo, wildlife sanctuary, 

wildlife preserve, circus, 

education/science/medical institution B B B B PB PB B B

Banks Antrim

Baroda Berrien

animal other than household pets only 

allowed in AG and R-2 districts; residential 

occupancy excludes keeping wildlife PB

Bates Iron

Bath Clinton

requires liability insurance, 20 acres per 

animal with maximum of 2, secure 

enclosure, 100 feet away from property line 

except zoo, circus or laboratory R R R R R PR R R

Bay Charlevoix

Bear Creek Emmet

Bearinger Presque Isle

Beaver Creek Crawford

Bedford Monroe

Belknap Presque Isle

Belvidere Montcalm

Bengal Clare

Bennington Shiawassee

Benona Oceana

Benton Berrien

Benton Cheboygan

Benzonia Benzie

nondomesticated/wild/exotic species and 

hybrids require written approval of County 

AC Officer R

Bergland Ontonagon

Berlin Monroe

Berlin St. Clair

Berrien Berrien

Bertrand Berrien

Bessemer Gogebic
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Big Prairie Newaygo

Big Rapids Mecosta

Billings Gladwin

defines wild/exotic animals - no ordinance 

found; allows vets to treat non-domestic 

animals

Bingham Clinton

Bingham Leelanau

Birch Run Saginaw

Blackman Jackson 5/15/1989

bans keeping wild animals in RNF-1, RS-1, 

RU-1, RU-2, RM-1 districts B B B PB PB PB

Blair Grand Traverse

bans wild animals temporarily and 

permanently in all districts except zoo, 

circus, temp care of endangered species B

Blendon Ottawa exotic animals not considered pets B B B B PB B

Bloomer Montcalm

Bloomfield Oakland

Bloomingdale Van Buren

Blue Lake Kalkaska

bans wild and vicious animals - no 

exceptions listed B

Blue Lake Muskegon

Blumfield Saginaw

Bois Blanc Mackinac

Bowne Kent bans exotic animals - no exceptions B

Brady Kalamazoo

bans wild (native) and exotic (nonnative to 

MI) animals in all districts except public zoo 

or education exhibit sponsored by gov 

entity, circus; also exempts vets and temp 

rehab for native species; allows caged 

birds, non-poisonous snakes and lizards, 

insects and pocket pets B

Brady Saginaw

any animal under 20# is small animal; 

those over 20# including wild ones are 

large animals - no rule found
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Brandon Oakland

need permit to exhibit ferae naturae 

animals; classifies animals into classes, 

nothing that fits exotics PP

Breitung Dickenson

Bridgehampton Sanilac

bans dangerous animals (wild species 

danger to human or property) B

Bridgeport Saginaw

bans owning or breeding exotic animals 

except nonprofit animal protection org, AC, 

law enforcement, vet, circus, rodeo B PB B B B PB B B B

Bridgeton Newaygo

Bridgewater Washtenaw P

Brighton Livingston 6/7/1994

nonpredatory or dangerous wild animals 

including nonpoisonous snakes under 3', 

pheasants, turkey, quail and peacock need 

all necessary permits, secured, kept in 

sanitary conditions and not noisy or 

disruptive; rest banned PB; PR B PB PB PB; PR PB B

Briley Montmorency

Brooks Newaygo

bans keeping exotic animals except with 

state permit; exotic or dangerous species 

not allowed as household pets B PB B B PB

Brownstown Wayne 7/3/2000

bans list of exotic animals and any animal 

that animal control considers dangerous - 

no grandfathering PB B B B PB B B B

Bruce Chippewa

Bruce Macomb

Buchanan Berrien

prohibits dangerous animals that are a 

public health or safety threat B

Buena Vista Saginaw

Burr Oak St. Joseph

Burt Alger

Burt Cheboygan

bans wild/exotic/vicious animals in entire 

township B

Burtchville St. Clair

Butman Gladwin
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Byron Kent 6/26/1989

bans animals other than household pets in 

R-S, R-U, R-D, MFR, or B-3 Districts; 1 

acre for 1 animal + 1/2 acre each other 

required in other districts B

Caldonia Kent

Only allows domestic animals in A, R-R, R-

1, R-2 and R-3, other uses prohibited B

Caledonia Alcona

Caledonia Kent

Caledonia Shiawassee

Calvin Cass

Cambria Hillsdale no township zoning

Cambridge Lenawee

animals other than customary household 

pets allowed in AG and RNF districts on 5 

acres only PB

Cannon Kent
Canton Wayne 3/14/2000 bans dangerous animals including list PB PB B B PB

Carmel Eaton

Carp Lake Emmet

Carrollton Saginaw

wild/ferocious animals banned in all 

districts except circus, zoo, menagerie, 

veterinary clinic, laboratory B

Cascade Kent

Casco Allegan

animals other than house pets only allowed 

in AG and RR district B

Casco St. Clair

Caseville Huron

Cato Montcalm

Cedarville Menominee

Centerville Leelanau

Champion Marquette

Chandler Charlevoix
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Charleston Kalamazoo

bans wild (native) and exotic (nonnative to 

MI) animals in all districts except public zoo 

or education exhibit sponsored by gov 

entity, circus; also exempts vets and temp 

rehab for native species; caged species 

allowed must be housed in enclosure 

structure PB,PR PB, PR

Charlevoix Charlevoix

bans wild animals in entire township except 

small exotic pets or wild animals unlike to 

be dangerous PB,PR

Charlton Otsego

Chassell Houghton

Cherry Grove Wexford

Chesaning Saginaw defines exotic pets

Cheshire Allegan

bans wild (native) and exotic (nonnative to 

MI) animals in all districts except public zoo 

or education exhibit sponsored by gov 

entity, circus; also exempts vets and temp 

rehab for native species; allows certain 

caged small animals in R-1, R-2, RMH 

districts PB, PR PB,PR

Chester Otsego

Chester Ottawa

Chesterfield Macomb 4/17/2000

bans own, breed, purchase, sell, offer for 

purchase or sale, keep, maintain or 

possession of exotic or wild animals (not 

domestic including hybrids) except pet 

shops, AZA, wildlife sanctuaries, nature 

preserves, scientific/educational/medical 

research facilities/institutions, museums, 

circuses whose location conforms with 

zoning, kept clean and sanitary, and 

prevents escape PB PB B B B PB B

Chikaming Berrien

China St. Clair
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Chippewa Isabella

Chippewa Mecosta

Chocolay Marquette

Clarence Calhoun

Clark Mackinac

Clay St. Clair zoning code defines exotic animals

Claybanks Oceana

need state permit to keep wild animals 

except and conform with zoning except 

performing animal exhibit or circus R R R PR

Clayton Arenac

bans keeping wild animals (not domestic or 

usual pet) in any district except AZA on 2 

acres or less even temporarily PB

Clayton Genesee

Clearwater Kalkaska

Clement Gladwin

Cleveland Leelanau

Climax Kalamazoo

Clinton Macomb 6/12/1989

bans list of animals with no grandfathering 

except AZA, wildlife sanctuaries, nature 

preserves, circuses, scientific/medical/ 

educational research facilities PB B B B PB B B B

Clinton Lenawee

Clyde Allegan

animals other than large and small 

domestics must comply with applicable 

state laws; must be 50' from property R

Clyde St. Clair

Coe Isabella P

Cohoctah Livingston 3/14/1996

bans wild/exotic animals except AZA, 

nature preserves, circuses, scientific/ 

medical/research facilities B PB B B B PB PB B

Cold Springs Kalkaska

Coldwater Branch

bans wild animals in R-3 and R-4; allowed 

in AG, R-2, C-2, I-1 districts on 1 acre PB

Colfax Benzie
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Coloma Berrien

Columbia Jackson

bans wild or undomesticated animals in all 

residential districts; animal parks, zoo, 

aquariums allowed in AG as conditional 

use B

Columbia Van Buren

Commerce Oakland 6/11/2002

only allows domestic animals; limit 1 ferret 

if vaccinated by 12 weeks B

Comstock Kalamazoo

Constantine St. Joseph

Convis Calhoun

Conway Livingston

bans predatory wild animals in all districts 

except endangered species for release and 

transport through; nonpredatory species 

allowed if all permits obtained, properly 

cared for and secured and not noisy or 

disruptive PB, PR PB B B B PB, PR PB B

Cooper Kalamazoo

Corwith Otsego

Cottrellville St. Clair

Courtland Kent

Up to 3 small animals for pets allowed on 

1/2 to 1 acre; animals other than house 

fence kept outside need secure enclosure R

Crockery Ottawa

bans breeding, owning, selling listed exotic 

animals; bans wildlife sanctuaries and 

nature preserves PB B B B PB B B B

Croton Newaygo

animals other than customary house pets 

banned R-2, MHP district PB

Crystal Montcalm

Crystal Falls Iron

bans predatory/wild animals as household 

pets in all districts PB

Crystal Lake Benzie

nondomesticated/wild/exotic species 

require written approval from county animal 

control officer R

Curtis Alcona
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Dafter Chippewa

Daggett Menominee no township zoning 

Dalton Muskegon

keeping wildlife limited to those with state 

license; exotic species limited to domestic 

varieties under special use permit, need 

certificate to import PB

Danby Ionia

Davison Genesee

have generic requirements for wild animals 

kept outdoors R

Dayton Newaygo P P

Dayton Tuscola

Decatur Van Buren

bans nondomestic animals and reptiles 

except AR or R-1 districts PB PB B B B PB B B B

Deerfield Isabella

bans predatory/wild animals (likely to cause 

death, maiming, illness of humans) in all 

districts - no exceptions given PB B B B PB B B B

Deerfield Lapeer P

Deerfield Livingston

predatory species prohibited in all districts; 

non-predatory species require 2 acres in 

A1-4,R1-2 districts and limit 1 over 50# or 

10 under 50# in all but A-1 district B PB PB PB PB PB

Delhi Ingham

bans keeping wild/nondomesticated/ 

untamed animals except circus, zoo, 

menagerie, serpentarium, aquarium, 

laboratory, community and human service 

department; allows harmless pets PB

Delta Eaton

Denton Roscommon

Denver Isabella no township zoning - follows county

Dewitt Clinton

bans wild animals in all districts except 

veterinarian, public or private zoo, wildlife 

park or preserve, or hunting pressure, 

commercial game breeder licensed DNR PB
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Dexter Washtenaw

bans wild animals temporarily and 

permanently in all districts - no exceptions B

Dorr Allegan

Douglas Montcalm

bans animals of a feral nature in all districts 

as classified by Zoning Administrator B

Dundee Monroe

Eagle Clinton

Eagle Harbor Keweenaw

nondomesticated/wild/exotic animals need 

written permission from county animal 

control; must be 200' from property line R

East Bay Grand Traverse

East China  St. Clair

Eaton Eaton

Eckford Calhoun

Edenville Midland

Egelston Muskegon

bans snakes and amphibians dangerous to 

humans; exotic and wild animals require 

DNR license; wild animals must meet 

location and density requirements of 

comparable domestic species; allows 1 

minature livestock species PB, PR PB

Elba Lapeer

Elk Rapids Antrim

Elm River Houghton

Elmira Otsego

Elmwood Leelanau

Only allows domestic pets in R-1, R-2 and 

R-3 PB

Emmett Calhoun

Emmett St. Clair

Empire Leelanau
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Ensley Newaygo

Bans wild animals (all except domestic cat 

and dog, farm animals, small rodents and 

common cage birds) except government 

officials and those with state or federal 

permit; Bans animal exhibitions where the 

animal is wrestled, induced to perform 

through chemical or other means or 

engages in unnatural behaviors except 

rodeo or circus, fishing and hunting, farm 

and animal husbandry, and 

slaughterhouses PB B B B B B B B

Erie Monroe

Escanaba Delta

Essex Clinton

Eureka Montcalm

Evangeline Charlevoix

Eveline Charlevoix P

Fabius St. Joseph

Fairfield Lenawee

Faithorn Menominee no township zoning 

Fawn River St. Joseph

Fenton Genesee

bans wild animals (any animal except 

domestic dog or cat,farm animals, rodents, 

hybrid animals, and common cage birds) 

pets and display or exhibition PB B B B B B B B

Fife Lake Grand Traverse

Filer Manistee

native wildlife requires special use permit in 

Forest Rec District PP

Fillmore Allegan

nondomestic animals and reptiles allowed 

in A-1 and A-2 districts; also allowed in R-E 

and R-1 on 3 acres or more PB
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Flint Genesee 2/21/2006

bans warm-blooded, carnivorous or 

omnivorous, wild or exotic animal, or 

dangerous or undomesticated animal and 

animals with poisonous bites; DNR 

possession or game breeder permit, USDI 

or US F&WS permit PB

Flowerfield St. Joseph

bans list of exotic/wild animals except AZA 

zoo, circus, science/medical/ 

education/research institution, rehab; 

wildlife sanctuary or preserve listed in both 

prohibited section and exemption PB B B B PB B B B

Flushing Genesee

Ford River Delta

Forest Genesee

Forest Home Antrim

Forsyth Marquette

keeping exotic, nondomesticated species 

considered intensive ag activity

Fort Gratiot St. Clair

Foster Ogemaw

Frankenlust Bay

Franklin Lenawee

Frederic Crawford

Fredonia Calhoun

Freedom Washtenaw

bans exotic animals hazardous to human 

safety or health or environment PB

Freeman Clare

Fremont Isabella

Fremont Tuscola

Frenchtown Monroe bans any animal that is dangerous B

Fruitland Muskegon

Fruitport Muskegon

Gaines Genesee
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Gaines Kent

Allows animals other than household pets 

in A-B and on 5+ acres in A-R district; rest 

of districts and less than 5 acres in A-R 

require special use permit P

Ganges Allegan

keeping exotic animals must be in 

compliance with state and federal law R

Garfield Clare no zoning

Garfield Grand Traverse P P

Garfield Kalkaska

Garfield Newaygo

animals not considered domestic or that 

are endangered require proper licensing 

and subject to site plan review and 

approval; quantities must match those of 

domestic species R

Genesee Genesee

Geneva Van Buren

Genoa Livingston bans exotic animals B

Georgetown Ottawa

bans exotic animals including list except 

zoo or aquarium, wildlife sanctuary, nature 

preserve, circus, scientific/medical/ 

educations research facility, Right to Farm 

Act, domestic dog or cat not predominantly 

wolf or coyote, veterinarian facility that 

comply with other laws PB PB B B B PB B B B

Gerrish Roscommon

Girard Branch

Glen Arbor Leelanau

Golden Oceana

Goodar Ogemaw

Goodland Lapeer

Gourley Menominee no township zoning 

Grand Blanc Genesee

owners of wild animals must meet these 

generic requirements for all animals: limit 3, 

accountable for all actions of animals R
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Grand Haven Ottawa

Grand Rapids Kent

Grant Cheboygan

Grant Keweenaw

Grant Newaygo

exotic/wild animals not pets; animals other 

than household pets require permit from 

zoning administrator if 2 acres or less; such 

animals must be at least 50' from property 

line in residential P

Grant St. Clair

Grass Lake Jackson

Grattan Kent

Grayling Crawford

bans dangerous animals in all districts 

except State permit; outside exotic animals 

only allowed in R-F district under special 

use permit PB

Green Mecosta

Green Lake Grand Traverse

zoning limits animals to domestic and farm 

animals, household pets, and species 

native to MI with DNR approval B

Green Oak Livingston

Greenbush Alcona

Greenbush Clinton

Greenland Ontonagon

Greenwood St. Clair

Grosse Ile Wayne 11/25/1996

bans any animal dangerous to public health 

or safety including list - no grandfathering - 

bans nondomesticated animals in all 

districts PB B B B PB PB B B
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Groveland Oakland 11/9/2009

bans Inherently dangerous exotic mammal 

(Canidae, felidae over 15#, bears, 

primates, elephants and rhinos) and 

Inherently dangerous exotic reptile 

(venomous, crocodilian, or Boidae), 

grandfathered owners had to register, 

insert microchip or similar, and notify of 

escapes within 24 hours - exempts 

veterinary clinics, nonresident 

circuses/carnivals/fairs for up to 7 days per 

location/year, transport/display for 

educational purpose up to 24 hours, 

transport through up to 24 hours, stores in 

commercial district selling elsewhere PB B PB B PB B

Gun Plain Allegan

bans keeping, breeding, selling exotic 

animals except AZA, wildlife sanctuaries, 

nature preserve, circus, science/ 

education/medical institution PB PB B B B PB B B PB

Hadley Lapeer

Hager Berrien

keeping animals other than household pets 

only allowed in AG-R district PB

Hamburg Livingston P

Hamilton Clare defines wild animals

Hamilton Gratiot P

Hamlin Mason

Hampton Bay 10/29/1994

bans animals ferae naturae in all districts 

as interpreted by Building Inspector PB

Handy Livingston

wildlife in captivity (native species) allowed 

in AR district on 5 acres with any necessary 

state permit if 100' from property line, 

fencing that matches state standards; no 

exhibiting except educational and no 

hunting; has chart for how many of each 

size allowed PB, PR PR PR PR PR PR PR
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Haring Wexford defines wild animal P X X X P X X

Harris Menominee

Harrison Macomb 6/10/1905

bans dangerous/wild/carnivorous/exotic 

animals with sample list except pet shops, 

menageries, zoos, educational/ medical 

institutions, museums and circuses if 

conforms to zoning, clean and sanitary, 

prevents escape and no person resides 

within 100' PB B PB PB PB PB

Hart Oceana

Hartford Van Buren

Hartland Livingston

bans owning, breeding, selling exotic 

animals except AZA, wildlife sanctuaries, 

nature preserves, circuses, education/ 

medical/scientific institution PB PB B B B PB B B B

Hastings Barry under county zoning

Hayes Charlevoix

Hayes Clare

Hayes Otsego

Heath Allegan

Prohibits animals other than ordinary 

household pets in R-2, R-3, C-1, I-1 

districts PB

Helena Antrim

Henrietta Jackson

Higgins Roscommon

Highland Oakland 1/11/1995

Class IV (under 100# not considered 

dangerous) permitted in all districts if 

applicable laws followed and not a 

nuisance; Class V (dangerous) banned in 

all districts PB, PR

Hillsdale Hillsdale

Holland Ottawa 3/12/1982

keeping of non household pets requires 

annual permit from building inspector 

except in A district P
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Holly Oakland 8/15/1995

bans wild animals in all districts except 

wildlife perserve B

Holmes Menominee no township zoning 

Holton Muskegon

bans wild animals unless you have state 

license except performing animal exhibit or 

circus R

Home Montcalm

Homer Midland

bans exotic animals in all districts; 

potbellied pigs limited to AR district B

Homestead Benzie

Hope Barry

Hope Midland

Hopkins Allegan

Houghton Keweenaw

Howard Cass

Howell Livingston

Hudson Charlevoix

Humboldt Marquette

Hume Huron

Huron Wayne

declared class IV (wild species under 100# 

not dangerous) and Class V (dangerous 

species) - unknown if ban or regulate

Ida Monroe

Imlay Lapeer

Independence Oakland 2/25/1987

bans keeping wild animals temporary or 

permanently in all districts except wildlife 

reserve or zoo B PB B B B PB PB B

Indianfields Tuscola

Ingallston Menominee

Ingersoll Midland

bans wild/exotic/vicious animals both 

permanently and tempoarily in all districts 

except AZA B

Ingham Ingham

Interior Ontonagon
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Ira St. Clair

Iron River Iron

Ironwood Gogebic

James Saginaw defines wild animals

Jamestown Ottawa

bans wild animals except veterinarian, 

commercial/game breeding operation, 

wildlife park or preserve, hunting preserve, 

circus and carnival B

Jefferson Hillsdale no township zoning

Jerome Midland

Kalamazoo Kalamazoo

pet shops may not sell primates, reptiles or 

similar animals in C district PB

Kasson Leelanau

Kawkawlin Bay

Keeler Van Buren

fences for exotic species require special 

land use permit

Kimball St. Clair

Kinderhook Branch

Kinross Chippewa

bans poisonous/dangerous reptiles, 

wild/exotic animals in R-1 and R-2 districts B PB

Kochville Saginaw bans dangerous animals PB

Krakow Presque Isle

exotic livestock (emu, ostrich, etc) allowed 

in AG and FR districts under special use 

permit

L'Anse Baraga

Lafayette Gratiot follows county P

Lake Benzie

Lake Berrien

keeping of animals other than customary 

household pets only allowed in R-AG 

district PB

Lake Huron

bans keeping exotic animals and reptiles 

not normal household pets or farm 

livestock in all districts B

Lake Missaukee
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Laketon Muskegon 9/12/2012

bans dangerous or wild animals except with 

DNR license B

Laketown Allegan 3/12/1997

keeping exotic animals is special land use 

in AG, R-1, R-2, R-3 districts that must be 

authorized by planning commission R

Lansing Ingham

Lapeer Lapeer

Larkin Midland

Lawrence Van Buren

household pets do not include exotic or wild 

animals

Leavitt Oceana

Lee Allegan

wild animals as pets and display need state 

permit authorizing such activity except 

performing animal exhibition or circus

Lee Midland

bans keeping wild/exotic/vicious animals 

permanently or temporarily in all districts 

except AZA B

Leelanau Leelanau

Leighton Allegan

bans keeping/selling wild animals 

permanently and temporary except vet, 

commercial/game breeding operation, 

wildlife park or preserve or hunting 

preserve, special event (circus/carnival) B

Leland Leelanau

bans wild animals temporarily and 

permanently except AZA or rehabilitation B

Lenox Macomb defines exotic or wild animal - no rule found

Leoni Jackson
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Leroy Calhoun

bans wild (native) and exotic animal in all 

districts except public zoo or education 

exhibition sponsored by government entity 

or circus; also exempts rehabilitation and 

vets (in AA or RR as conditional use only) 

for native species PB

Leslie Ingham

Lexington Sanilac defines wild animals ? P? P? P? P? P P? P? P?

Liberty Jackson

Lima Washtenaw

bans wild/exotic animals (not Class I 

domestic pets, Class II livestock or Class III 

animals under 75#) temporarily and 

permanently except wildlife preserve or zoo 

exhibit approved PB

Lincoln Berrien

exotic animals not considered farm animals 

or pets

Lincoln Clare

Lincoln Midland bans wild/exotic animals except AZA PB PB B B B PB PB B

Lincoln Newaygo

Little Traverse Emmet

Livingston Otsego

Locke Ingham

Lockport St. Joseph

Lodi Washtenaw

bans exotic/non-domestic animals 

hazardous to human health PB

London Monroe

Long Lake Grand Traverse

Long Rapids Alpena

Loud Montmorency

Lovells Crawford

Lowell Kent

Lyndon Washtenaw
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Lyon Oakland 10/5/1992

bans wild (captive animals other than 

domestic cats, dogs, farm animals rodents, 

part wild hybrid, common cage birds)/exotic 

(nonnative and hybrids) 

/vicious/undomesticated animals for 

display, training or as pets except public 

zoo, circus, rehabilitator until permanently 

moved out of township, farm or agricultural 

use; bans performing animal exhibitions 

involving unnatural behavior, is physically 

or mentally abused or stressed, uses 

devices to cause physical injury or suffering B

Lyon Roscommon

Lyons Ionia

Mackinaw Cheboygan

Macomb Macomb

Madison Lenawee

bans keeping or breeding exotic animals 

(exotic to humans) except AZA, non-profit 

animal protection organizations, animal 

control or law enforcement, veterinary 

hospitals or clinics, wildlife sanctuary, 

educational/research/medical institution, 

circus or rodeo, transport through up to 96 

hours - grandfathered owners needed 

permit, recapture plan, $250,000 liability 

insurance, signs, and spayed/neutered and 

microchip with medical exception PB PB B B B PB B B B

Mancelona Antrim

Manchester Washtenaw

bans exotic/nondomestic animals 

hazardous to human health (ord 42) PB

Manistee Manistee

bans exotic animals (not household pets, 

farm animals) in all districts except exhibit, 

research, publicly supported zoo, circus PB
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Manlius Allegan

Maple Forest Crawford

excludes poisonous/dangerous reptiles and 

wild/exotic animals from pets allowed

Maple Valley Montcalm

prohibits housing exotic animals (those 

which require state or federal license) in 

any part of zoning PB

Marathon Lapeer

Marion Charlevoix

Marion Livingston

bans wild animals (all except domestic cats 

and dogs, rodents, wild hybrids and 

common cage birds) in all districts except 

zoo, circus, rehabilitator PB

Markey Roscommon

keeping wild/exotic animals requires permit 

from state or county regulating them - has 

sample list P PP P P PP PP PP PP

Marquette Marquette

Marshall Calhoun

Mason Cass

Mastodon Iron

Mayfield Lapeer

Melrose Charlevoix

Menominee Menominee no township zoning 

Meridian Ingham

bans abandoning tame wild animals or 

other animal R

Merrill Newaygo

Metamora Lapeer

Meyer Menominee no township zoning 

Middlebury Shiawassee

Midland Midland

Milan Monroe

bans wild animals (not household pets, 

livestock, rabbits and fowl) temporarily and 

permanently in all districts except wildlife 

reserve B

Milford Oakland
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Mills Midland

Milton Antrim

bans keeping exotic animals (not pet or 

livestock) in all districts B

Milton Cass

allows small nondomestic animals under 

40# on 1 acre in single and medium density 

residential districts with 1 per 250 sq ft PB; PR

Mitchell Alcona

Moffatt Arenac

bans exotic/dangerous/wild animals in 

residential districts; allowed in other 

districts as permitted by state PB

Monitor Bay

Monroe Monroe

Monroe Newaygo

Montague Muskegon

bans wild, dangerous or nondomesticated 

animals in R, MH, FR, NR districts; 

Planning Commission permit for others PB

Montcalm Montcalm

prohibits any unlisted species in R-A, R-B, 

A-1, A-2, C and I districts; monkeys and 

reptiles requiring 20gal+ aquarium, bison, 

ostrich allowed but need variance in R-A, R-

B districts; birds limited to common 

household varieties PB PB PB

Monterey Allegan

bans keeping/selling dangerous animals 

except veterinarian, special event (circus or 

carnival) or native species regulated by 

DNR PB B B B PB PB B PB

Montrose Genesee 7/19/2011

bans large cats, bears, wolf hybrids after 

7/7/00 (state banned species) B PB PB

Moorland Muskegon 5/6/1993

bans exotic animals (exempts monkey 

under 20#) except zoos, educational/ 

medical institution, museum, circus/carnival 

or other exhibit, veterinary hospital, 

commercial establishment, transport 

through town B PB, PL
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Moran Mackinac defines exotic animal in zoning

Morton Mecosta

bans wild/predatory animals in R-1, R-2, R-

3 districts B

Moscow Hillsdale no township zoning

Mottville St. Joseph

Mt. Haley Midland

Mt. Morris Genesee

Mullett Cheboygan

Mundy Genesee

Munising Alger

Munro Cheboygan

Muskegon Muskegon

bans dangerous animals (dangerous to 

human life) except monkeys under 20#, 

zoo, educational/scientific institution, 

museum, or similar, circus, carnival or 

other exhibit, veterinary hospital, 

commercial establishment, keeping for 

security, transport through PB

Mussey St. Clair defines exotic animal in zoning

Nadeau Menominee no township zoning

Napoleon Jackson

Negaunee Marquette

bans dangerous animals (danger to human 

life/property) except zoos, educational/ 

medical institution, museum, circus/carnival 

or other exhibit, veterinary hospital, animal 

shelter; dangerous reptiles limited to 

educational/medical institutions; livestock 

includes wild animals in captivity PB

Nelson Kent

New Buffalo Berrien

New Haven Shiawassee

Newark Gratiot

Newfield Oceana

Newkirk Lake
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Newton Calhoun

Niles Berrien

bans dangerous animals (dangerous to 

human life, physical well-being or property)

Norman Manistee

North Star Gratiot

Northfield Washtenaw

bans exotic animals hazardous to human 

health PB

Northville Wayne

bans keep or sale exotic/wild animals 

except public zoo, circus, accredited/ 

licensed facility; bans nondomesticated 

animals as pets B

Norwood Charlevoix

Nottawa St. Joseph

Novesta Tuscola

Oakfield Kent

animals other than household pets must be 

3 acres or more?

Oakland Oakland

Oceola Livingston

Odessa Ionia

Ogemaw Ogemaw

Olive Ottawa

bans undomesticated animals in all districts 

except zoo in AG district with special use B

Oneida Eaton

Onekama Manistee

Onondaga Ingham

Ontwa Cass definition and division of domestic animals

Orange Ionia

Oregon Lapeer

Orion Oakland

Oronoko Berrien

Osceola Houghton
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Osceola Osceola

bans undomesticated animals (except 

small household pets) in all districts - no 

exceptions B

Oscoda Iosco

bans wild animals (all except domestic cat 

and dog, rodent, wild hybrid, common cage 

birds) in all districts except public zoo, 

circus, rehabilitation

Oshtemo Kalamazoo

Otisco Ionia

only common household pets allowed in R 

and C districts and platted subdivisions of 

R-1, R-2, PUD districts; rest need  50' from 

property line and 100' from residences PB

Otsego Allegan

Otsego Lake Otsego

Overisel Allegan

Oxford Oakland

Palmyra Lenawee

Paradise Grand Traverse

bans wild animals (likely to cause death, 

maiming or illness of human) temporarily 

and permanently in all districts except zoo, 

circus, rehabilitation PB PB B B B PB B B PB

Park Ottawa

wild animals require applicable state 

permit; exempts circus and performing 

animal exhibit R

Park St. Joseph

Pavilion Kalamazoo

bans exotic animals in residential districts; 

in A-1 or A-2 districts, only allowed in zoo, 

wildlife preserves PB

Paw Paw Van Buren

controlled wildlife must meet state, federal, 

county requirements

Peaine Charlevoix

Peninsula Grand Traverse

Penn Cass bans animals other than household pets B
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Pennfield Calhoun 4/11/2000

bans keeping or display of ferae natural 

(indigenous) and exotic animals (not 

domestic to North America and hybrids) 

except zoo or public showing B

Pentwater Oceana

Pere Marquette Mason

zoning excludes wild or potentially 

dangerous animals from definition of house 

pets

Perry Shiawassee

Pierson Montcalm

prohibits animals other than household pets 

in R-1 to R-3, L-R, C-1, C-2, I districts B

Pine Montcalm

Pine River Gratiot

Pipestone Berrien

Pittsfield Washtenaw

need all required state permits for wild 

animals and comply with zoning; exempts 

performing animal exhibit and circus R

Pittsford Hillsdale

Plainfield Kent

Plainfield Iosco

Pleasant Plains Lake

Pleasanton Manistee

wild/exotic/vicious animals not considered 

domestic

Pleasantview Emmet

Plymouth Wayne

Polkton Ottawa

bans dangerous animals in zoning but 

unknown what constitutes a dangerous 

animal - has separate ord not found

Port Huron St. Clair

Port Sheldon Ottawa  

Porter Cass 9/22/1999

potentially dangerous exotic animals 

require authorization of special land use by 

zoning commission R
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Porter Van Buren

bans animals other than customary 

household pets in all districts except A-OS B

Portland Ionia

Powell Marquette

Prairie Ronde Kalamazoo

bans wild (native) and exotic (nonnative to 

MI) animals in all districts except public zoo 

or education exhibit sponsored by 

government entity (special land use A, R-

1,R-2,C, I); also exempts game preserve 

(special land use A, OS), animal hospital 

(special land use I) and tempory 

rehabilitation for native species B

Prairieville Barry

Presque Isle Presque Isle

Pulaski Jackson

Putnam Livingston

animals other than household pets must be 

200' from other dwellings; requires 2 acres 

for zoos and other educational facilities R

Raber Chippewa

Raisin Lenawee

only allows customary household pets in 

residential districts B

Raisinville Monroe

Ransom Hillsdale no township zoning

Rapid River Kalkaska

bans wild animals (all captive except 

domestic cat and dog, rodent, wild hybrid, 

common cage birds) except AZA, USDA, 

DNR facility or veterinarian B

Ravenna Muskegon

Ray Macomb

keeping of nondomestic animals must be 

90,000 sq ft? R

Redford Wayne

bans dangerous or exotic animals 

(dangerous to people or property) with 

sample list PB PB B PB PB PB PB
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Republic Marquette

need state permit for wild animals and 

comply with zoning; wild/exotic animals not 

considered domesticated in zoning ord R

Resort Emmet

Reynolds Montcalm

keeping of animals other than household 

pets banned in R-2 and R-3 and all districts 

except R-1 PB

Rich Lapeer

Richfield Genesee

Richfield Roscommon

Richland Kalamazoo P P

Richland Montcalm

Richland Saginaw

bans owning/breeding exotic animals 

except nonprofit animal protection 

organization, animal control, law 

enforcement, veterinary hospital or clinic, 

circus, rodeo, preserve, zoo PB PB B B B PB PB B B

Richmond Macomb

Riga Lenawee

Robinson Ottawa

dangerous animals require special use 

permit except USDA pet shop, AZA zoos, 

USDA circus R

Rollin Lenawee

only allows domestic pets on less than 5 

acres in any district which excludes wild 

and exotic animals PB

Rome Lenawee

general farming includes keeping up to 2 

wildlife permitted on 5 acres in AE district 

and 75' from property line

Roscommon Roscommon

bans keeping wild animals in residential 

areas PB

Rose Oakland

Rose Ogemaw

Ross Kalamazoo

Royal Oak Oakland
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Royalton Berrien

Rudyard Chippewa

Rutland Barry

exotic animals may only be kept if owner 

proves to Planning Commission it will not 

threaten public health or safety; must 

submit site plan R

Saginaw Saginaw

Salem Allegan

bans keeping/selling wild animals 

temporarily and permanently except 

veterinarian, commercial/game breeding 

operation, wildlife sanctuary or preserve, 

hunting preserve authorized in A-1 or R-1 

district as special land use; special event PB

Salem Washtenaw

bans exotic animals hazardous to human 

health or safety PB

Saline Washtenaw defines exotic or wild animals

Sands Marquette

Sandstone Jackson

Sanilac Sanilac

wild animals classified into Class IV (not 

dangerous under 100#) and Class V 

(Dangerous) - no rule found

Saugatuck Allegan 5/20/1987

A-1 and A-2 allows wild animals with state 

permit on 5+ acres PB

Schoolcraft Kalamazoo

Scio Washtenaw

bans wild animals (not class I - domestic 

pets under 150#, Class II livestock, Class 

III - rabbits and fowl) both temporarily and 

permanently except approved wildlife 

preserve in all districts B

Sciota Shiawassee

Scipio Hillsdale no township zoning

Secord Gladwin

Selma Wexford

Sharon Washtenaw
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Shelby Macomb 4/16/2002

bans wild or exotic animals in residential 

areas except veterinary clinics, wildlife 

sanctuaries, nature centers and preserves, 

circuses - grandfathered animals with vet 

letter - has sample list PB PB B B B PB B B B

Sheridan Calhoun

Sheridan Mecosta

Sheridan Newaygo

Sherman Isabella

Sherman Newaygo

Sherman Osceola

Sidney Montcalm

keeping wild/exotic animals must have 

permit from state or county agencies 

regulating such activities - sample list R PR R R PR PR PR PR

Silver Creek Cass

animals other than customary household 

pets banned in residential districts B

Sims Arenac

bans wild/exotic/vicious animals in all 

districts except AZA B

Sodus Berrien

Solon Kent

Solon Leelanau declared vicious animals

Somerset Hillsdale

South Arm Charlevoix

South Branch Crawford

poisonous/dangerous reptiles and 

wild/exotic animals excluded from keeping 

pets

South Haven Van Buren

Spalding Menominee no township zoning

Sparta Kent 10/17/1991

only common household pets allowed in R-

1 to R-4 and R-R districts unless given 

special permission; if special use granted, 

shelter must be 50' from lot line on 1 1/2 

acres for 2 and 1/2 acre per additional B

Spencer Kent

bans exotic/endangered/unusual animals 

from all districts B
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Spring Arbor Jackson

Spring Lake Ottawa

need special use authorization from 

planning commission for dangerous 

animals R

Springdale Manistee

Springfield Oakland

bans wild animals in all districts except 

wildlife preserves on 10+ acres with 

appropriate state permits B

Springport Jackson

Springvale Emmet follows County zoning code

St. Charles Saginaw

St. Clair St. Clair

St. James Charlevoix

St. Joseph Berrien

Stockbridge Ingham

wild animals fall into Class IV (under 100# 

not dangerous) and Class V (dangerous) - 

unknown rules

Sturgis St. Joseph

exotic animals limited to zoos unless 

permitted in general ordinances B

Sugar Island Chippewa

Summerfield Monroe bans wild animals (Class IV) in all districts PB

Summitt Jackson

bans wild animals, wild/undomesticated 

animals and farm animals in residential 

districts -allows permitted zoo, park, 

aquarium that meet certain requirements PB

Sumner Gratiot

Sumpter Wayne

exotic or wild animals and furbearing 

animals considered special exception use 

in AG district PB PB B B B PB PB B B

Sunfield Eaton no zoning ordinance - follows county zoning

Superior Chippewa

Superior Washtenaw

Prohibits exotic animals dangerous to 

human health or safety or environment PB PB B B PB PB B B B
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Surrey Clare

Suttons Bay Leelanau

Swan Creek Saginaw defines wild animals

Sylvan Washtenaw

Tallmadge Ottawa

dangerous animals require special use 

permit by township board except AG and 

AP districts P

Tecumseh Lenawee

discussed in 2007, but tabled it - no further 

info found

Tekonsha Calhoun

Texas Kalamazoo

Thomas Saginaw

wild animals - Class IV (under 100# not 

dangerous) may only be kept inside your 

home;  Class V (dangerous) are banned in 

all districts with no nonconforming use 

allowed PB, PR

Thornapple Barry

unsure - monkeys and prairie dogs 

considered household pets

Three Oaks Berrien

Tittabawassee Saginaw

Tompkins Jackson

Torch Lake Antrim

Tuscarora Cheboygan

Tuscola Tuscola

Tyrone Livingston bans rare and unusual pets in all districts PB

Unadilla Livingston

Union Isabella

Valley Allegan

Van Buren Wayne

Vassar Tuscola

Venice Shiawassee

Vergennes Kent bans exotic and dangerous animals B

Vermontville Eaton

Vernon Isabella

Vevay Ingham defines wild or exotic animals - no rule
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Victor Clinton no zoning ordinance - follows county

Victory Mason defines wild animals - no rule found

Vienna Genesee

Vienna Montmorency

Only household pets allowed as accessory 

use without permit poisonous/venomous 

reptiles, wild/exotic animals do PP

Wakefield Gogebic

Wakeshma Kalamazoo

Wales St. Clair

Washington Macomb

need permit for private parks (wildlife 

preserve, zoo, etc) PP

Watatam Emmet

Waterford Oakland

Prohibits possessing or maintaining listed 

exotic/rare/dangerous animals except state 

licensed pet shops, AZA zoos, and circuses 

that complies with zoning, keeps animals at 

least 100' from homes, and keeps sanitary, 

secure PB B PB PB PB PB PB PB

Waterloo Jackson

Watersmeet Gogebic

Watertown Clinton

Watertown Sanilac

Watertown Tuscola

Watervliet Berrien

Watson Allegan

Waverly Van Buren

bans exotic animals in all districts with 

sample list PB PB B B B PB B B B

Wayland Allegan

Webster Washtenaw

bans exotic animals in R-1 to R-3, MHP 

districts PB B B PB PB PB

Weesaw Berrien
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West Bloomfield Oakland

limits to personal domestic pets and private 

stables in R-10, R-12.5, R-15, R-30 unless 

exception is given by zoning board of 

appeals B

West Branch Ogemaw

West Traverse Emmet

Wheatland Hillsdale

White Lake Oakland

Class IV (wild animals) may only be kept in 

the AG district on 5 acres with dimensions 

determined by township with applicant PB

White Oak Ingham

bans wild, undomesticated animals except 

circus, zoo, menagerie, serpentarium, 

aquarium, lab, community and human 

service agency B

White Pigeon St. Joseph

Whiteford Monroe

Whitehall Muskegon bans large predators with examples PB B B PB

Whitewater Grand Traverse

Whitney Arenac

Williams Bay

Williamstown Ingham

Wilson Charlevoix

Windsor Eaton P

Winfield Montcalm

Wise Isabella

Woodstock Lenawee defines wild or exotic animals

Wright Hillsdale no township zoning

Wright Ottawa 3/16/2000

dangerous animals require license from 

planning commission PP

Yankee Springs Barry

Yates Lake

need permit from building inspector for 

animals other than custom household pets 

on less than 4 acres P

York Washtenaw
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Ypsilanti Washtenaw

Zeeland Ottawa

wild/exotic animals kept outside require 

fence to keep them from leaving property; 

fenced animal paddocks must be 50' from 

property line and 100' from dwelling PR R R R PR PR R R

 

NOTE:                                                                                       This information is provided for informational purposes only.  It is a work in progress.  Remember that laws change and users are responsible for checking for updates or changes.  

UAPPEAL and other individuals who compiled this information are not responsible for any mistakes.  
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