The Lukefahr Family Story
Only by the grace of God, our second family voyage arrived at port in New Orleans on 23 November 1839.  With utmost anxiety, we expected the dreaded sojourn to take between forty to fifty days (1).  I, Anton Georg Lückefahr, did not survive the journey.  The ship’s captain, Master J. Dannemann, declared that nine passengers had died during the long voyage.  I was survived by my good wife, Mary Gertrude, and our three sons, Henry (21), Joseph (16), and Francis (11), and a female passenger.a  Two years before the main family voyage, we sent William (22) and his brother Anton, Jr. (16) aboard the Bark Leontrice to America.b.  We are from the small hamlet of Bad Laer in the Hanover kingdom where we owned a small farm and ran a traveler’s guesthouse inn.  Gertrude and I dreamed of establishing a family community and a better life for our beloved sons, and later for their own children, and where their farms would prosper.  Several of our neighbors shared in our dream and accompanied us to America destined for southeast Missouri, a region settled by a significant and growing German population.  We had to have great patience, hope, and faith that we would someday see our dreams come true.
Trips to America were expensive, costing about one-third of an annual wage of an average German laborer to bring an average-size family to America (2).  In Germany, and prior to our family’s voyages, it was widely believed that America was the utopic land of “Milk and Honey.”   She offered the healthiest of living environments to her inhabitants (3).c  Once in the port city of Bremen, we purchased the cheapest tickets and boarded the sailing vessel, the Bark Julia, with six personal trunks (4).d  These tickets reserved us a small quarter’s stall below deck in the steerage compartment, which was known to be most unsteady during rough seas.  A prayer was said in German for a safe arrival.  The ship then sailed away from the coast as we took a last gaze at our native homeland.  My family was full of mixed emotions: already missing loved ones left behind in Bad Laer, fear of the long journey to America, and optimism of what new life laid ahead.  Only our steadfast faith would serve as our guide through these wearisome times.
Sea sickness and disease in general (e.g., Cholera and dysentery) accounted for more deaths than shipwrecks during the tumultuous sea bound journeys (5).  Although conditions certainly varied by ship, stories spread that the living environment was deplorable involving poor hygiene and ventilation, tainted food and water, vermin, etc.e  Many passengers tragically died from starvation because they could not keep food down between bouts of vomiting.  A ship’s staff commonly provided weekly rations to the passengers and assigned a cooking area to prepare their meals.  However, some families preferred instead to bring their own food aboard.  Gertrude no doubt did her best to prepare and cook our meals, wash our clothes, and keep our quarters clean.  Despite her devoted efforts, I did not survive the journey.  I was given a Christian burial at sea in view of my bereaved family.
Upon arrival in New Orleans, my surviving family likely boarded a steamship on the mighty Mississippi River bound for St. Louis, usually a fourteen day trip (6).  Because Perryville was well inland of the river, it is likely that the Bad Laer company disembarked at a dock in the vicinity and rode by animal-pulled wagons to Perryville.  William and Anton, Jr. were likely alerted that their family had arrived.  The long-awaited reunion was a great relief and blessing. “Wo ist Vader?” they anxiously asked while glancing over the arriving assembly of family and former neighbors.  The two sons were devastated by the news of their father’s untimely death and disheartened by the tears of their grieving mother.  How was a new life and our dreams possible without our beloved father who had sacrificed everything for us?  Was this not the “Promised Land?”
Years later the brothers would indeed own land, grow crops and livestock, and raise their families in Perry County, Missouri.  An area map reveals a creek that meandered through their farms.  The creek was named Cinque Hommes in the 17th century by a French missionary (7). Cinque Hommes means Five Men.

 This foreword was written by Steven D. Lukefahr, the 3rd great grandson of Anton Lukefahr, Sr., and descendant of Francis Lukefahr, the youngest of the five brothers.  Steven used some measure of literary license to fill in gaps between historical and eyewitness accounts which surrounded the lives of our ancestors to depict what family events likely occurred.

Theme: “We understand now, we've been made to understand, and to embrace the understanding that who we are is who we were.”  ―  John Quincy Adams



Footnotes:
aVarious accounts differ on the ages of the five brothers.  One possibility is that the female passenger was the approximately twenty-year-old spouse (Mary Catherine Eggers) of William who was also from Bad Laer.  They married on 9 June 1840.  The passenger list aboard the Bark Julia only provided the names of single passengers and the heads of families.  One scant oral family tradition is that a sister was aboard the second voyage.  However, no marriage record of a Lukefahr sister can be found in the Perry County courthouse.  In the 1850 U.S. census of Perry County, one Emeline Lukefahr (age of 65 – a sister of Anton, Sr.?) was recorded in the household of Henry.  Then in the 1860 census, one Elizabeth Lukefahr (age of 38 – a sister of the brothers) was recorded in the household of Henry.  This mystery has yet to be solved. 
bWilliam died at thirty-nine years of age from chronic tuberculosis.  It is unknown when he first contracted this common disease.  William’s suspected poor health may have been a reason for him and Anton, Jr., being sent ahead (although passengers often had to first pass a medical exam). Other reasons likely exist.  During the period, crop failures and a cattle plague were reported, among other calamities, causing economic hardship and widespread hunger.  Many families also left Germany to avoid military service of their sons (ironically, three of the Lukefahr brothers would later fight under the Union flag in the U.S. Civil War).  Too, the dark shadow still lingered in Germany of the catastrophic losses of countrymen from the Napoleonic Wars.  Still other German families migrated to seek religious freedom.
cThis belief is likely credited to the book by Gottfried Duden who lived as a farmer in Missouri between 1824 to 1827 and later returned to Germany to write a book on his experiences.  He portrayed a utopic vision of agrarian America consisting of pastoral splendor and a free land for the oppressed.  For example, a farmer could yield a bountiful harvest with practically little effort.  His popular book attracted scores of Germans who accepted his image of the “Promised Land”.  Soon, German pioneer settlers who were fooled by this vision learned that it took a tremendous effort to work the land.  Duden was soon referred to as “der Lügenhund” (the lying dog).
dTrunks or bags typically carried a family’s personal items such as clothing, heirlooms, tools of the trade, and the family bible. Medicine for William may have also been carried.  In a letter (dated 20 March 1851) written by William and Mary Catherine, they thanked Mary’s parents for mailing medications to William for treating his tuberculosis.  William died on 18 May 1855.
eBy 1840, a number of sweeping legislative acts were passed throughout Europe aimed at improving health conditions during voyages.  Our family can take solace in knowing that Anton’s death was not in vain. 
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