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Press Release – July 2024


Dansville NY:  And that’s a wrap! The Clara Barton Mural is finished, and the public is invited to join in the dedication and celebration on Saturday, August 10 at 10:30am at the mural site (170 Main Street). ArtWorks will have cake to celebrate the mural completion and the organization’s tenth anniversary after the dedication at The Event Space at 170 Main.

Muralists Melissa Stratton Pandina and Gabriela Sepulveda arrived June 24 and made quick work of sketching the mural components on the 4500 square foot wall over two nights, with the help of some Mural Committee members. Two and a half days of rain interrupted progress, but the mural was completed within the project timeline. Community members totaling 161 contributed to the mural at the Paint Party on June 30, and several shared how that participation was meaningful:  “Being part of our history and future”; “This is great, bringing people together.” Many heard from both muralists at the Artist Talk on July 8, which will appear on YouTube channels hosted by the Dansville Area Historical Society and Dansville ArtWorks soon.

Dansville ArtWorks is the mural project manager and funding has been provided through Livingston County’s First Impressions Village Edition grant to the Village of Dansville, Jane Schryver, and a Community Arts grant from Genesee Valley Council on the Arts. The Mural Committee is comprised of Julee Acomb, chair; Susan DeMuth; Salome Farraro; Jennifer Luce; Donna Nagle; Mike Nagle, Village Trustee representative; Sonja Olbert; Lorri Welch.

When asked how she feels about the project, chair Julee Acomb says, “Awesome! The committee was excellent; the artists were fantastic; the community supported it; everything went perfectly.” Melissa Pandina commented that the community’s interest and care were evident throughout the project, and she and Gabriela are grateful.

Learn about Melissa’s work at deshria.com or on Instagram @deshriastudio. Follow Gabriela on Facebook or Instagram @TheIvoryBunny.

The mural project is recapped at dansvilleartworks.com/2024-mural-project.html  and on ArtWorks’ Facebook and Instagram pages. Please tag us in your mural photos #dansvillemurals.

Dansville ArtWorks’ Mural Committee intends to place additional historically-relevant murals in Dansville. Contributions to support this effort may be made to Dansville ArtWorks Inc., PO Box 741, Dansville NY 14437; please note Mural on the memo line.

Founded in 2014, Dansville ArtWorks Inc. is a decentralized non-profit arts organization based in Dansville, New York. ArtWorks partners with other institutions, artists and groups to complete its mission of cultivating and enhancing the visual, literary, and performing arts opportunities in the greater Dansville community. Notably ArtWorks’ programs include The Clara Barton Mural, Fairy Doors of Dansville, the 2022 Dansville Mural Festival, and conduit support for Cristine Riedel (professional storyteller) and George Guida (poet/author/Finger Lakes Arts Series).  Learn more at dansvilleartworks.com and our social media pages. 
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