As we have heard in the various texts today, 


God and Christ are looking for a bride.  

The church, 


the people of God 



are called to be a bride to Christ.  

It is in doing so, 


that we have another way of showing the image of God to the world 


and living into our calling of being the people of God.

This week, 


was the 8 year anniversary of my first date with my bride.  

The one I had been waiting for awhile to meet 


and the one many of you had prayed for.  

I will need to confirm, 


but I believe at least 5 of you were there for that date.  

This week 8 years ago, 


I was in Portland, 



helping to do VBS there with a few of our youth, 


and a beautiful engineer from Seattle came down to visit 



and help out for a couple of days.  

On the Sunday morning that happened to fall on my birthday, 


I woke up early, 



because I could not sleep 



and had extra energy for some reason, 


and went for a walk around Multnomah Presbyterian with said engineer, 



half way through, 




I eventually was able to communicate 





that I would like to seriously start dating, 




she took my hand, 





agreed she was interested too, 



and then I floated on air back to the church.  


4 months later, 



I proposed, 


5 months after that 



we were married.

I tell you this happy memory, 


because it is so much less drama than the previous 15 years of searching, 


trying to find someone that was desiring to live in the way I was called, 



and the heart break in between.  

The short duration from starting to date to married 


was in part because by age 35, 



I was pretty clear with myself about what I was looking for.  

God through his years, 


also clearly knows what he is looking for in his bride.  

He not only knew, 


but was willing to take the actions necessary to bring it about.

We would be wise to listen to what God has made clear.

Genesis 34 is the first place where a bride is mentioned.  


There is plenty of darkness in the story of Dinah, 



daughter of Jacob, 




and Shechem's almost marriage.  

But the part I would like to highlight, 


is the length that Shechem was willing to go to make Dinah his bride.  

He not only was circumcised, 


but convinced every male in his village to be circumcised, 



so that he might be eligible to marry Dinah.  

His words were, 


“Make the price for the bride 


and the gift I am to bring 



as great as you like, 


and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. 



Only give me the girl as my wife.”  

Know that as the bride of Christ, 


Jesus was willing to go to the same extent.  


Like Shechem, 



he paid with his life.  

There was no cost that Jesus was not willing to pay, 


so that you and I could be his bride.

When we reach the Song of Solomon, 


we are reminded of the depth of God's love for us.  

Chapter 4 sings the clearest.  


God proclaims that our love is better than wine, 


our nearness is desired, 


and the fact that we have a piece of God's heart is proclaimed.

Isaiah begins to work on the process of making us God's bride.  


Chapters 49, 61, and 62, 



all speak of Israel as his bride 



and what he will do to make the consummation of the marriage possible. The redemption and salvation of Israel is on full display here.


A key note is,



Israel does need to change.


The change however is just in their commitment.



They are not to follow after other sources for what God want to fulfill.



A fairly reasonable request,




especially when God will vanquish those who brought harm




and make all else right

The gospels have two well known parables about the bridegroom, 


with the bride implied, 



as Jesus tells us to be prepared.  

John the Baptist is the only one who actually uses the term bride in the marriage context.  
The two Greek Words, 



Gune and Numphe, 




depend on the context 





to determine whether they mean bride, 





marriage age woman, 





or daughter in-law.  


John tells of being the friend of the bridegroom 



who gets to announce that the marriage of Jesus with his bride 




is now complete.  



For Jesus has come to establish his Kingdom here on Earth.

When we get to Paul's writings, 


we heard from 2 Corinthians 



the first attempt of moving the marriage of God with his people 



to Jesus with his people.  

Paul is trying to get the people of Corinth to abide by the gospel he proclaimed to them.  


He does so, 



by telling them that he promised them to one husband.  


He uses a different term than bride, 



but we see we are on the right topic.  

Paul is desiring for their minds to be pure.  


Which is a call back to the same problem Isaiah and Jeremiah had with Israel.  



The worshipping of false idols causes problems in every age.  

We know how painful and destructive extra marital affairs are to couples.  


We find ourselves angry 



when people  engage in such acts to our friends.  


Do we realize how often we do so to our bridegroom?

Every year in my marriage, 


I peel  back at least one layer 



of how I can connect better with my wife.  

The ways are sometimes so simple, 


but I often still do not do them.  

We all know that when someone is talking to you, 


giving them eye contact 


and stopping the use of our phone 



is preferred and desired.  


I often justify not doing so, 



because the article I am reading is so important 



or has higher priority at that moment 




than the one who is committed to me until I die 




and is the mother of my children.  

We can understand Paul's frustration 


as he is asking for change. 

Jesus died on our behalf 


and we can't muster the self-discipline 



to put the phone down 



and look at Jesus.  


What are the things that we are devoted to more than Jesus?  


What are they offering that Jesus does not?  

As we answer that question, 


we see how deceived we are 



like Eve was.

If we are not seeing it, 


Jesus makes it clear in his revelation to John.  

The vision opens with Jesus dressed in the bridegrooms clothes of white.  

As the characteristics of the churches are revealed, 


we hear many of the same problems in marriages today



that exist alongside positive traits.  


Ephesus does not love like it did at first, 


Smyrna has suffering and poverty, 


Pergamum is following bad examples, 


Thyratira has sexual sin and offering food to idols, 


Sardis is dead, 


Philadelphia has little strength, 


and Laodicea is lukewarm.  



Not exactly what anyone would describe as their perfect match.  

Jesus is clear 


that these are issues that need attention, 



but not deal breakers, 


because he has done what is necessary for them to be made pure.  

Remember the paying any cost that came with our first example of bride.

The question at some point becomes, 


what do I need to do to become a bride or bridegroom?  

That was a question I found myself asking 9 years ago. 


Did I need six pack abs?  



Obviously not.  


Did I need to leave Skagway?  



By God's grace, no.  


Did I need to trust in Jesus and his timing being good and perfect?  



Against my natural inclinations, 




yes.  



It was not easy, 




there was some anger and bitterness at times, 



but today I am very thankful for what God did in my life 




to bring a bride who was willing to have me as their bridegroom.

Revelation closes with references to the bride of Christ, 


as the great marriage supper is being prepared.  

It is here where we find guidance on how we can trust Jesus 


to bring us into a covenant union.  

In 21:9, 


we hear these great words, 



“Then one of the seven angels 




who held the seven bowls 




containing the seven last plagues came 



and said to me, 




“Come with me! 





I will show you the bride, 





the wife of the Lamb.”  


I am expecting a description of someone beautiful, 



perfect, 



full of God's glory.  


What do we get?  



A description of a city.  




It is a beautiful city.  



But for me,




 the city does not bring about the intimacy 




or love I value in a marriage.  



Especially the square dimensions.

Before we are too depressed by this description, 


we need to remember that in chapter 17, 

we also heard about an angel with 7 bowls.  

At that point, 


another city was described, 



Babylon.  

The contrast between Babylon 

and the New Jerusalem 


are what we need to know about being the bride of Christ.  

Again, 


the issue of commitment comes up.  



Are we in love with one husband 




or many idols.  



We need to make a choice 




and our actions need to reflect that decision more and more.  

As we find ourselves discouraged 



in keeping that solo commitment, 


Jesus sustains us with a description of what is 


and is not there.  



No man made temple, 




but a person.  



No sea or chaos, 




but a river of life 





with fruit for the healing of the nations.  



No wilderness, 




but a redeemed city.  



Not a fallen city, 




but a coming down city.  


Are we going to choose immorality 



or the Son of Man?

Growing up in 80's and 90's, 


there was a phrase that sounds very wrong 



in light of today's texts.  

That phrase was, 


“Jesus is my boyfriend.”  

I may have even been told that once 


as a nice way of saying, 



“I am not interested in dating you.”  

The part that is not right about that is, 


Jesus does not want to be your boyfriend.  


Boyfriends come and go like the weather.  

God is not looking for a relationship 


in competition with others.  

He is looking for a bride.  

As we remember that someone wants to spend the rest of their life with you 


and help shape you into the image that you were intended to be, 



you gain some confidence, 



some worth.  

You find yourself more ready to change 


and make changes to be such a person.  

It happened to me 8 years ago, 


it is still happening to me today, 

and as I live into the promises of the bridegroom has for me 


and for us as a church, 



I will continue preparing myself 




until that great and glorious wedding feast is served.
