DENIS SULLIVAN IS THE WORLD’S ONLY RE-CREATION OF A 19TH CENTURY THREEMASTED GREAT LAKES SCHOONER.
Long distance transportation for cargo and passengers before the middle of the nineteenth century was by sailing ships on the lakes as overland transportation was too slow, arduous, and expensive for large-scale commerce.
Schooners like the Denis Sullivan made up the bulk of the sailing fleet. The building of the Denis Sullivan schooner
was a mix old and new technologies in ship construction. One of the newer technologies was in the shaping of
the frames. A lamination system was used, where one-inch thick white oak boards were glued together in the
shape of the frames.
The Denis Sullivan’s main purpose is to be used as a floating classroom, taking students (children and adults alike)
on programs of discovery. Participants are involved in hands-on learning of sailing techniques, weather forecasting, history and environmental issues. The Sullivan is a focal point for increased awareness of the Great Lakes
ecosystem and environmental concerns, and a catalyst for cultural awareness through preservation of our rich
maritime heritage.
Nationality: USA
Length: 40.00 m
Rig: Topsail Schooner 3
Year built: 2000
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Home port: Milwaukee, WI

MIST OF AVALON, A FULLY-RIGGED SAILING VESSEL IN THE TRADITION OF LATE 19TH
CENTURY GRAND BANKS SCHOONERS.
The ship began her life in 1967 as the Motor Vessel “Liverpool Bay”. She was built with strong native timber and
by the skilled hands of the shipwrights of MacLean Shipbuilding, Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia. Her Captain and crew
worked the Banks off Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, fishing for the cod that were her reason for being. After
twenty years working in the harsh environment of the North Atlantic, with fish stocks declining and her machinery and equipment well past their prime, this once proud vessel was left abandoned at a Halifax pier. Another
five years of neglect added to her decline, but under the layers of paint and algae, behind the rotting timber and
planks, was a gracious schooner hull waiting to return to sea.
In December 1992 the ship began its new life as “Mist of Avalon”, named for the mystic Celtic island of re-birth.
The ship was purchased, hauled out, hull scraped and anti-fouled. In July 1993, she left Nova Scotia for her new
home port at Holidays Afloat Marina in Ivy Lea, Ontario.
Nationality: Canada
Length: 22.08 m
Rig: Gaff Schooner 2
Year of built: 1967
Home port: Ivy Lea, Ontario
The Niagara-on-the-Lake Canada Sesquicentennial Committee thanks the following local sponsors
for their contribution to the NOTL Tall Ships event.

Mist of Avalon

A SHORT HISTORY OF SAIL ON LAKE ONTARIO and THE NIAGARA RIVER
Inland waterways are a road map to
much of the nation’s history. They
guided the travels of Native Americans for thousands of years, explorers from Europe, and streams of settlers. Inland waterways helped hold
together the people and economy
of the nation as it grew.
The first ships on the Lakes were
built at Lake Ontario due to barriers
posed by the St. Lawrence River
rapids and the falls at Niagara. In
1679, Sieur de La Salle built the
70-foot Griffin above Niagara Falls,
inaugurating navigation on the
upper Great Lakes. After the French
surrendered Canada in 1763, Lakes
navigation was restricted to British
naval craft.
One such ship was the ill-fated HMS Ontario, launched on May 10, 1780, which was 25 metres (80 feet) long and
carried 22 cannons. The largest and most powerful vessel on the Great Lakes at the time, it was used to secure
Ontario from invasion through the Great Lakes and to deter anticipated American attacks on Montreal. The birgsloop transported troops across Lake Ontario, docking often at Niagara. Just six months after it was christened,
the ship was hit by a torrential rainstorm which caused the ship to founder and find the deep on Halloween 1780.
The cause of the catastrophe was an autumn nor’easter, spawned by
the residue of a tornado that originated some 3000 miles away in the
Caribbean Sea.
In 1785, the Governor General of Canada granted permission for the
private construction and operation of commercial vessels on the Lakes.
Between 1788 and 1812, dozens of vessels were built on the Lakes for
trading with the Native Americans and the fur trade, for supplying military posts and the western settlements, and for transporting fish, salt,
and lumber for the New York, Pittsburgh, and Quebec markets.All the
earliest Great Lakes’ craft were brigs, schooners, or sloops of traditional European design.

had 150-foot by 26-foot locks.
Canallers built for this facility
were probably the first distinctly
“Lakes” vessel type. In the early
1860s there were reportedly more
than 750 canal schooners on the
Lakes out of a total of nearly 1,300
sailing craft. The canallers were the
backbone of the Great Lakes fleet.
In general, ships grew larger as
shipbuilding technology improved
through the 19th century. The
dimensions of Lakes vessels were
always limited, however, by the
shallow harbors. As commerce expanded after the mid-1800s, more
mariner faced the dangers of the
Lakes, which are among the most
dangerous waters in the world. A
four-day gale in 1869 wrecked 97
ships, and in 1871 there were 591
sinkings, collisions, groundings, and explosions—one for every four boats on the Lakes. Between 1878 and 1897,
the Lakes claimed almost 6,000 ships.
In 2008, the HMS Ontario, mentioned above, was spotted on the bottom in deep water off the southern shore of
Lake Ontario. Encrusted with quagga mussels, the wreck is located between Niagara and Rochester, New York,
in an area of Lake Ontario where the depth exceeds 150 metres (500 feet). Sonar imagery clearly revealed a large
sailing ship resting upright at an angle, with two masts reaching up at least 70 feet (21 m) above the bottom of the
lake. Because of the depth limitations for diving on this shipwreck, a remotely operated underwater vehicle was
deployed and confirmed the identity of the ship. This vessel is the oldest shipwreck and the only intact British war
ship found in Lake Ontario.

The American and British Navies fought the War of 1812 on the lower
Lakes and on the coast. The conflict on the Lakes centered on their
massive shipbuilding programs. Though square-rigged ships tended to
be faster under the right conditions, they proved to be a disadvantage
on the Lakes. Experience also demonstrated that shallow-draft vessels
were as safe and efficient as the traditional deep-draft ships.
After the War, schooners became the predominant vessels on the
Lakes. Sturdy ships were built with full shapes and flat bottoms to
squeeze through the shallow spots and the locks with as much cargo
as possible. They were invariably fitted with “centerboards” to improve their sailing qualities. The “Second Welland,” opened in 1845,

Very few full-rigged sailing vessels were built on the Lakes after 1880. The last large schooner was launched in
1889. Some of the old schooners continued under sail into the 20th century, but few were able to earn a living.
There were only a handful left after 1920. The schooners Our Son and Lyman M. Davis lasted into the 1930s, and
were the last working survivors of nearly 25,000 of their type. 						
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