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Immanuel: God with Us

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
When I was a little boy, I remember the 29 days between Thanksgiving and Christmas felt like an eternity. All the hard work of creating
my Christmas list had now turned
into waiting, waiting and anticipating what I might receive from my
list. Would my family pay attention
to the list or just buy me socks and
underwear? For a little boy, 29 days
may seem like an eternity, but God’s
people had been waiting for the advent of the Messiah for thousands of years.
Can you imagine what it was like waiting and anticipating the advent, the coming
of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords? Many expected a warrior to come and fight
the Roman oppression, but what they received was a baby who grew to humbly give his
life on the cross. Many religious leaders of the day failed to recognize that the birth of the
baby Jesus was no ordinary birth and the baby was certainly no ordinary baby. The virgin
birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
Matthew 1:23 goes on to share the meaning of the Name “Immanuel” which is “God
with us.” I don’t know about you, but when I read a verse such as this, it gives me great
assurance for the day and age in which we live. If there is ever a day we need the assurance of the presence of God, it is today, and we know God’s presence still abides with us
through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
continued on page 2
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Sunday, December 24: Breakfast & Candlelight

Join us in the Christian Life Center between 9:00 AM and 10:00 AM on Christmas Eve for a come-and-go breakfast
prepared by the staff. Then celebrate the season in the auditorium with candles, Christmas music and the message of our Savior’s birth.

Immanuel

(continued from page 1)
God was declaring who He was through the life of
His Son. A powerful scripture shares this truth; John 14:79 (ESV), “If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the
Father, and it is enough for us.’ Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you so long, and you still do not know me,
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
Too often we can become so enthralled with the
trappings of Christmas, yet fail to realize it was ALL
about God coming to earth to reveal His unconditional
love and His continual reaching out to mankind in mercy and grace.
As we once again celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray you will take time to appreciate this wonderful God who is still “with us”. He is STILL
Immanuel! He is a personal God who loves you beyond
anything or anyone. He will be there for you even when
the closest of friends turn and walk the other way.
As we celebrate the Advent of Christ, let’s take time
alone in our private times with the Lord and
with our families, to reflect and appreciate
“God with us” during this season.
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Sunday, December 17
Meet at church at 2:30 PM and go
Christmas Caroling for our Shut-In
Members. This experience is always
a blessing for everyone.
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2017 Week of Prayer for International Missions: December 3-10

Since 1989, the Baptist Center has provided compassionate, faith-centered services to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of individuals in Indianapolis. Operation Christmas is an annual holiday outreach. In
preparation for the event, churches donate food items and shoebox gifts for children. At the center, more volunteers pack the food baskets, organize the delivery, and map out delivery routes. On the third Saturday of each
December, more than a hundred volunteers from churches across the city come together to distribute the food
baskets and gifts. Each year, approximately 600 Indianapolis families gratefully receive food for a holiday meal
and over 1,200 children excitedly receive a Christmas gift shoebox stuffed with small toys and personal
items. Beyond sharing Jesus’ love at Christmas, this annual event brings us in contact with many people
to whom the center will have the opportunity to minister through the year.
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In November we GAVE THANKS in our POPS group for things we were
thankful for. We are thankful that we have this group at Northside
where parents can gather with other parents and enjoy activities with
our young children. We are thankful for those who come and make
our group so great. At our group we read books, sang songs, made a
craft and gingerbread turkey, and enjoyed a Feast.
DECK THE HALLS was such a fun night for our Northside Kids and their
families. Children enjoyed making snowflakes, decorating the tree,
eating lots of cookies, and so much more.

Parents Night Out is Friday, December 15th 6:00-830pm. It will be

an aweaome night of Christmas activities including a special gift children will make with Mr. Micah. Please sign your children up today as
well as signing up to SERVE.
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It’s Christmas! We all love baking cookies, singing carols, getting together with family, giving and receiving gifts, decorating a tree, visiting Santa, and attending a Christmas Eve
Service. But your friends at Covenant Foods want you to know Christmas is so much more.
In your Bible, read Luke chapter 2. You will find a crowded city, a young pregnant virgin far
from home, a faithful fiancé, shepherds, angels, a star, a manger, and a baby. The baby
was Jesus- the Savior of the world. By Jesus’ perfect life, cruel death, and miraculous resurrection we can have forgiveness of sin- the greatest gift ever offered.

Celebrating a Traditional Covenant Foods Christmas!
by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer

Do you always put up a live Christmas tree just
before Christmas? But, are you now thinking it would be
easier to put up an artificial tree on the weekend after
Thanksgiving? Do you always have Christmas dinner at
Grandma’s? But, is someone else wanting to host the
dinner this year? Do you have one must-have, decadent
food that just says Christmas to you? But, are you trying to
convince yourself not to make it because it is not on your
current diet? Sometimes change is good and sometimes
it is necessary, but is it possible that the unchanging
traditions of years past are the very things that are the
most impactful on us? This month in Covenant Foods
we are excited to be carrying on the traditions we have
established in recent years.
We have reserved two tables at the Belle’s Brunch
to seat guests who express an interest in attending.
There, these ladies hear about Jesus through the table
conversation, the music, and the testimony of the
speaker.
We have added a ham to the Covenant Foods menu
as a meat choice for December. It’s a nice touch and
a step up from ground beef or hot dogs.
We will be having parties each Tuesday evening
for our guests. These consist basically of a sandwich,
a cookie, and a cup of water or coffee. With a few
decorations and some Christmas music playing, it is a
fun and delicious time.
We will be giving all guests in our area a Christmas
gift. This year we are giving $10 Aldi gift cards along with
a 2 liter soda and two bags of microwave popcorn. It’s
a combination of practical and just for fun. Attached

to the gift is the card you see printed above. So, as you
can see, our focus is always sharing Jesus.
Last month, in November, we had a large number of
guests starting with a near record of 51 families the first
week and 41 families the second week. We were able to
bless each family with a turkey breast. We anticipate that
God will send us many neighbors in December as well.
We know that you will continue to donate generously to
keep our shelves stocked. And we will appreciate any
cash donations that we will use to purchase the Aldi gift
cards. Pray along with us that we will use our December
traditions to clearly show each person “how you can
have the best Christmas ever!”
(Message on back of card) You can receive the free gift
of eternal life by believing what the Bible says:
Recognize that your sin separates you from God.
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
Romans 3:23
Realize God loves you, and believe Jesus died for your
sins.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.” John 3:16
Receive the risen Savior into your life by faith.
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God,”
John 1:12
We are praying you will experience for yourself
what Christmas is all about!
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Transformed
Conference for Women

“Therefore I, the prisoner for the
Lord, urge you to walk worthy of
the calling you have received,
with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, accepting one
another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the
peace that binds us.”
Ephesians 4:1-3

Coming to Northside
April 6-7, 2018
Cost $55 (by March 6)
Keynote Speaker:
Marian Jordan Ellis

2018 Schedule: 3rd Thursdays, 6-8 pm
February 15: Cards &

January 18:

Cookies

Prayer Board
.

April 19:

March 15:

Key Rack

Colors N Cups

June 21:
Silverware Caddy

May 17:
DIY Essential Oil
Products

Creative Crafting is being
led by Cheryl Piotrowski
next year. On the left you’ll
see the great activities on
our 2018 Calendar. Whether
you feel like you’re a crafting success story or a “PinterSeptember 20:
est fail,” you’ll enjoy talking
Paint Swatch Calendar
laughing, eating,and doing
fun projects with Northside
Women and friends.

August 16:
Pillow

November 15:
Wood Christmas

October 18:

Ornaments

Mason Jar Gifts
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Our women’s ministry is an
active group. We love one
another and welcome new
ladies with open arms. If
you’re new or not yet connected with the Northside
Women, there are many
opportunities to be involved. We offer a Sunday
morning small group, inhome Life Group for single
ladies, weekday Bible studies, special events (such as
Transformed listed above)
and just-for-fun gatherings
like our Creative Crafting
group.

Costs per project will be announced on Facebook event. Bring a side dish to share!

Northside Baptist Church 3021 E. 71st St. Indianapolis, IN 46220
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We have a Northside Women’s facebook page where
you can keep up with new
events (including Creative
Crafting) and we have a
Pinterest page where you
can share ideas. Just go to
northsideindy.org/adults.html
and look for the links.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

December 2017

December 2017

Please note: Small Groups ,Cross Training and Praise Factory will not
meet on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve. Covenant Foods will not be
open December 26.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Welcome, New Members!
Melissa Niess completed our Membership Matters class
and accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior. She was
baptized on November 5th. She was officially accepted
as a member at our member’s meeting on November
19th. Welcome, Melissa! Also joining our congregation as
members are Paul and Samantha Evan (not pictured).
They also attended Membership Matters and were voted
in on November 19th. They
are coming by statement,
having been baptized at a
previous church.

Weather Closing Policy

In case of inclement weather,
please see our website, Facebook page and the list of closings on local news stations to see
if we have canceled activities or
services at the church this winter.
New Member: Melissa Niess

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training
Old Testament: Nicholas Piotrowski
Room D110
Sharing Jesus: Eric Martin
Room D100

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple:
1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
College & Career
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

