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, FIELD TRIP up a beautiful canyon in the Franklins. From the
War Road on the east side count 2.9 miles to canyon which appears
to have had an old road leading up as far as you can see. It
becomes a trail which crosses the wash and eventually has a small
spring about 600 feet from the top of the Franklins. This is un
easy climb which takes about an hour and a half and because it is
such a richly planted wash, the birdlife is more abundant than
usual. See Spring Day Count for partial list.

FIELD TRIP to Lincoln National Forest in Sacramentos to be
shared with Sierra Club members. If you want to camp out Friday
night plan to be there by 6:30 P. M. Buse camp will be at high
meadow on West Sice Road and you can come Friday, Saturday or Sun-
day. DIRECTIONS: go to High Rolls, New Mexico; find highway sign
to West Side Road just east of postoffice. Teke dirt and gravel
road which branches shortly after it begins; follow right branch for
23 miles to base camp meadow which is marked by black and yellow
metal sign on metal stake standing in meadow to left of road. Wear
hiking boots, sweater or jacket for early morning and evenings and
equipment desired for activity planned. Bring water and stove for
cooking, no open fires permitted. A hike is plenned for Saturday
morning, leaving buse camp at 9:00 A, M. An over-night hike from
base camp to Gobbler Point which overlooks Escondido Canyon, Tula-
rosa Busin and mountains to west is plenned; possible over-night
hike up to Sucramento Ridge to ease of base camp so this outing
location offers something for almost everyone at his own pace.

If you need more information, call Ed White at 565-1024.

PICNIC - FOR iME{BERS, SPOUSES & CHILDREN, FRIENDS s
NATIONAL AUDUBON MEMBERS ESPECIALLY INVITED

26 as a0 s

GET TO KNOW PHOPLE IN YOUR IOCAL CHAPTER :
R.S.V.P. Mrs. Leigh Wilcox 565~6001 :
Mrs. Robert Barto 755~4744 :

Mrs. Ed Waite 565-1024 2
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OUR LAST REGULAR MEETING UNTIL SEPTEMBER will be a picnic supper for your
family and friends on the patio at the home of Mary Moore, 4613 E. Yandell.
Food will be put together family style for all to shere., Iced tea, coffee and
paper plates will be furnished so bring a picnic supper sufficient for your
family and guests,

FOR FUN and as a benefit, you are invited to bring an item for a silent
auction, nothing to sell for more than 85, preferably something handmade by the
donor. (I know of humningbird feeders made from coke bottles, as an exanple ).

It could be a food item, photograph of nature, item for the picnic basket, you-name-
it, anything from a plate of fudge to a bird feeder.

SPRING COUNT, MAY 9
: 1972

Our Count was marred by poor participation and lack of organization for which
your president bows her head. Many of us were away over the weekend attending a
wilderness hearing concerning roadless areas in New Hexico, and apparently a week-
day is not a wise choice for counting. '

It was a beautiful day, clear and sunny with little wind and temperatures
rising from the 50's to the 70's.

Geth and Ed White, Helen and Bob Barto were out at Horizon Lake baefore 8:00
that morning and checked the little bosque at the west end of the lake for land
birds first with rather good results.

We observed Orange-crowned Warbler, Virginia's Warbloer, Myrtle Warbler,
Audubon's Warbler, Townsend's Warbler, Grace's Warbler, MacGillivray's Werbler
and Wilson's Warbler for some interesting species in the thicket.

Then on to water birds where we saw a rare one, a Whimbrel, in the company
of Long-billed Dowitchers which gave a nice size comparison. We were able to view
the bird for a half hour or more, observing its ficld marks in detail, but alas no
photographic record which is a must for unusual species to be officially recorded.

A single Western Grbbe held his head high, looking like a periscope on a
submarine among the Bared Gpebes and the 4 Horned Grebes. Duck spocics were well
represented —-- not in any great numbers but a few of several species.

Late in the wfternoon, Geth and Ed Wiite went up Trans Mountuin Road to try
for a few of the birds of the higher elevations.

About 2.9 miles from the War Road is a wash between the mountains which was
transffrimned into a desert garden of rare beauty in the late afternoon sun.
Levishly lundscaped by a garguantan hand, among the boulders and cobbles leaned
giant barrel cactus, massed clumps of Engelmenn Prickly Bears bearing golden
cups. Pricklypoppy's sheer white petals were almost transparent in the late day
sun and desert willows were blowing purple trumpets. Sotols were buzzing with
bees after the flower stalks bearing dense panicles of creamy flowers. TYuccas
ha; the heaviest bloom and handsome grech fruits I have ever scen and the wash was
marked as for as the oye could travel up the canyon by bright spring green of the
mesquites and sumac. (We explored subsequently and discovered this canyon is watered
by a spring necr the top of the mountains). '

In zbout an hour we found Ash-throated Flycatchers, Rufous-crownced and Black-
throuted Sparrows, Crissal Thrasher, Western Flycatcher, Western Wood Pewee, Scualed
Quail, White-throated Swifts, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Scott's Oriolcs, Bullock's
Oriole, Green-tailed Towhee and Brown Towhee. , :

Joan Pierce toured a wash in the Coronado section and reported a number of
interesting birds there and in her yard and looking towurd the mountains, the most
unusual being two Golden Bayles which were also reported by others the first week
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A MAN AND HIS BIRD

‘ That they were qultu dlfferent from a man and nls dog was. apparent to .
,‘sthose who attended the May meet1n‘~and hcard Gol. Kent Gdrnlb Spc&k It was an .
- i°‘1n31ght qulﬁe new to most of us. - .
. The sport of Falconry is very old, datlng back to the nelghborhood of
2, 000 B. C. in China, cxisting in Japan, India, Arabla, Irun and Syria from very
f:iearly times as well. This recreation of the arlstocracy spreud to Europe and
i, ~:‘1ever:n!ma}..Ly to England about 860 A. D. and enjoys a contlnuous follow1ng the world
f;.iover to the present day. . , ~
. . LThﬁ art of Falconry or Hawj ng‘ms prlmarlly a Sport rathur than substmtute
:fﬁfmethod of procuring game. One of the interssting thlngs Carnie told us was that ‘
 the birds are not considered puts but were wild and very demandlng of time, traln*
. ing, proper exercise and food, With all the time spent there was always the reall~
[‘zatlon that the next fllght mlght be the one the bird sailed off in the blue ne
. ‘ d that eventually all the trained birds heed the call of the wild.
- slides of the beautiful Scottlsh Moors. abloom with heather,
logs, the‘men thh themr equlpment and their prlzu*blrds conveyed
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In: his ountry the mcst
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In all hawk specles the femala is larger and mor“;pOWerul than the male.:
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 picking up a camper in Europe and w1ll t‘ Vul for a yeur;m‘*
~ East and North Afrlca, visiting Mrs.~0urnle*s family in Copenhagen, catching
~fal ;mlgratlons in Europa, eventually 4o retire to San Mlguel de Allundu ingr C
1 the autumn of 1973-; Bon Voyage, Kﬁnt‘and Bnnpdlcta, e're sorry to lose you.

BIRD RECORDS

~ },Ruby~AlLb ; . | hgggpggggg at Durling Farm
iﬁon May 13. Tnis bird is rare hav1ng a casual status on our checklist. One
 vintered “t Midland this year and was closely observed and reported‘un,‘vven
‘ c-named "Meriwether" in Midnats, their newsletter. The Mississippi Kite is
. g again 1n the Upper Valley. Joe Wiloox found nestlng HoodOd Qg;g&gg near
o Memorlal Park. Photo has been taken. ~ o
 TEXAS BIRD REGORDS“ {ITTEE has just been formed by the Tbxas Or ;
Society. There are twelve members serving ‘the various regions of the stute.
- G ,Whlte w1ll have territory which includes EL Paso, Culberson, Je Ff Davms,
;Pre31dlo, Brewster, Terrell, Val Vorde, Grockett, Pecos and Reeves Countges in
est Texas as well as Ward, Winkler and Lovmng COHﬂthS.;“$2 OOO in funds have
been allocated for a State Checlist, .
. I will apprecmate help in the terrltory 1n‘locat1ng records or llots of ,
5 b1rds ‘thesewsparsely populuted counties. Please contact me if you have a lacal ‘
 list in any of these counties. Rules for acceptance of records include 1) Documen~f
~;{tatlon by a specimen placed in a rocognlzed COlletlon 2) Phatogruphs either pub-
~ lished in a rucognlzed journul or placed in the Texas Photo-Record file at College -
 n;}*.;Stmt1on or both; with identification confirmed by a recognizod authorlty. 3) Tape
‘I,jj#recordlng where approprlate, and placed 1n a pr)per dep051tory. ... ‘;;~:w







