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"It is in the ordinary duties and labors of life that the
Christian can and should develop his spiritual union
with God." — Thomas Merton

!

"Love begins when the needs of someone else become
more important than your own." — Lao Wei
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The pastors of the Douglassville churches
invite all to gather for
a community

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
in St. Gabriel’s 1801 Chapel
6:00 PM

The Rev. Dr. David R. Green, D. Min., AOJN

I'd like to begin by wishing you and yours a very Happy
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving kicks off that "most wonderful
time of the year" via Advent and on into the Christmas
season. Our hope is to stay rooted and grounded in gratitude
all the year round. It has been said that the grateful heart is
our primary Christian attribute. It defines and shapes us.
It gives us perspective and a good attitude, and it is a crucial
tool for evangelism and mission in our anxious, self-absorbed
culture.
St. Gabriel’s and other churches in the area used to
gather separately for Thanksgiving services the day before
Thanksgiving. Ecumenical services were held some years.
As attendance at those gatherings has waned during the past
10 years, many churches, including St. Gabriel’s, have
stopped holding Thanksgiving services the day before
Thanksgiving. Times change and local traditions come and
go, but pausing together to give thanks each November
seems like an important thing to do.
To that end, I and the other pastors in Douglassville
would like to offer an opportunity to gather for what we’re
calling a special Service of Thanks-Living. This will be
an opportunity for the Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist and
UCC congregations to come together in unity to remember
that first Thanksgiving in the 17th century, while celebrating
our gratitude for the mission and ministry we share here in
Amity Township and Berks County in the third decade of the
21st century.
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I invite you to come be a part of this joyful new
ecumenical service on Sunday, November 18th in our
1801 Chapel. Stay tuned for more info on the hour ** and
other details of our gathering. Special music will be provided
by me and the other local pastors who all happen to be
musicians. The service will include readings and meditations,
and inspiring testimonies of how God is at work in our
churches today. Our hope is that this Service of ThanksLiving will become a new Thanksgiving tradition here in
this area.
** (time is 6 PM)
In the love of Christ,

David+

Bingo on November 4th!

St. Gabriel's will be hosting another fun
"Pick Your Own Gift Card" Bingo on
Sunday, November 4th from 2 - 5 pm.
Invite your friends and neighbors and don't
miss the family fun event to play and try to
win gifts cards to WAWA, Kohl's, Target,
Movie Theater and many more. Tickets are
$20 in advance and $25 at the door. See or
call Anna Miller for more information (610) 970-8911 or
annamaemiller@verizon.net.
Note: Some more help will be appreciated, so contact Anna
to find out how you can assist!
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Calendar Notes:
Submitted by Carol Heist
on behalf of the Children’s Ministry Team

We visited the Villa and our friends in the Personal
Care Unit in October. The children and residents decorated
pumpkins and sang with Miss Phoebe. The spirit of creativity
and sharing was experienced by all. Visits to the Villa have
been planned by Miss Carly each month throughout the year.
Join us as we travel out of the “castle”!
November 4 is All Saints Sunday. We honor all saints
who have gone before us. Weather permitting, the
Intermediate Class will visit the Chapel and Cemetery to
honor our saints.We have living saints of all kinds on the
Children’s Ministry Team who teach and help our children
each Sunday. Some are parents, grandparents, educators,
retired folk, workers in various professions, and we all find
joy in working with children. Thanks be to God for these
saints!
We will celebrate Gratitude Sunday on November
18. We all will pledge our time, talents, and treasures to St.
Gabriel’s and God for 2019. Please read about help that is
needed for our children throughout the year and offer your
help. Your time would be so appreciated by the children.
In December we will need help with our Annual Nativity
Pageant.
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Nov. 11

Children’s Ministry Team
Meeting

Nov. 18

Visit the Villa – Give
thanks and GIVE to others

Nov. 25

Thanksgiving weekend – no
Sunday School

Looking ahead to December, plans are being made for our
annual Nativity Pageant to be held on Christmas Eve.
Adults, youth, and children are invited to participate. Details
are coming soon. Look for news in the December Messenger
and bulletins!

at the October meeting,
St. Gabriel’s Vestry:


Approved a bid from Whitegate Contracting to repair
and remodel the main bathroom at the church rectory. Most
of the cost will be covered by a donor.Approved a maximum
of $35,000 from the (dedicated) Chapel Fund for
replacement of all or most of the electric baseboard heating
units with a ductless heat pump system, and granted bid
approval to the Property Committee.



Learned the Laundry Love ministry would hold the first
laundry night in Pottstown on October 16th.



Learned Rob Chafin resigned as sexton due to work &
family responsibilities, and that “Miss Amy” from the
Learning Center has been hired to clean the buildings.



Learned that not enough money has been coming in to meet
all of our expenses, and some bills are being paid late.
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In the month of November we will
discuss friendship and what it means to
be a kind friend. We solve problems and
conflicts with friends on a daily basis as
part of learning social emotional skills.
Later in the month we will begin preparing for Thanksgiving.
During this time the children learn why we celebrate
Thanksgiving. To help them understand the first feast they will
identify products grown, for example how corn comes from a farm.
Like years before the children will make Native American items: a
headdress, vest and necklace or a Pilgrim hat and a collar. They
will learn what part both Native Americans and Pilgrims played
in the first feast. On Wednesday, November 21st we will parade
over to the Villa and sing Thanksgiving songs. For lunch that day
we will have our own Thanksgiving Feast including turkey
and stuffing!
Wishing all families a Happy Thanksgiving!
Miss Sam and Miss Kaitlyn, Pre-K full day

Pillows to be Blessed!
Just4Sew thanks all those who
graciously donated pillows and cash to
make our pillowcase project a phenomenal
success. We collected 65 pillows and sewed
an equal number of pillowcases to be
donated to Safe Berks, a shelter, in Reading, for women and
children who are victims of domestic abuse. Little things, like a
pillowcase and pillow become a treasured possession when a child
and mother have to leave all their familiar belongings. This is St.
Gabriel’s outreach at work!
Please join us on Sunday, Nov 4th at the 10:30 service. We
will provide a festive display and have a blessing of the pillows and
pillowcases.
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The Way of Love
by Russ McClellan, Mission Developer

At the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church
this summer, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry invited us to
practice the Way of Love. This is an invitation to all of us,
young and old alike, to “grow more deeply with Jesus Christ
at the center of our lives, so we can bear witness to his way of
love in and for the world.” The Way of Love is the Way of Life.
It is how we become and live as the Beloved Community.
Recently, I have found myself immersed in learning about
this Rule of Life, this way of living out our Baptismal
Covenant. Last month I was at a retreat for students and
prospective students at the Stevenson
School for Ministry, one of the routes
for formation for those in the
discernment process for ordained
ministry. The entire retreat weekend
was centered on going deeper into what
Bishop Michael is calling the church to
do and to be. The Way of Love is a Rule
of Life, not just another church
initiative or program. Our sisters and
brothers in monastic communities from
the earliest days of the church have ordered their lives around
prayer, worship and service. The Way of Love is our call to
center and order our own lives in Jesus. It’s that simple, and
that life-changing.
Last weekend, I was blessed to be in Worcester,
Massachusetts to help with some “church on the street” work
with a dear friend who is a priest called to be the Urban
Missioner for her diocese. Much of Meredyth’s work is with
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our sisters and brothers caught in addiction and living on the
streets of Worcester. The Diocese of Western Massachusetts
had invited Bishop Michael to two locations in that diocese
tolead an Episcopal Revival. And that’s what God brought
forth! Powerful Eucharistic liturgy and preaching and
singing and witnessing and commissioning – all centered on
this Way of Love as the way of life for us Episcopalians.

The following appeared in weekly bulletins during the past month:

I encourage you, no, I beg you, to go to this link from
The Episcopal Church to watch a short video and to access all
the resources that are available about The Way of Love:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/explore-way-love
You will be hearing a lot from me about concrete ways
to live this out and in sermons about the Way of Love as St.
Gabriel’s explores what this means for us at this time and in
this place of joy and opportunity to be the Beloved
Community.



Soup made by our Soup Ministry,
chaired by Carol Young, is sent to TWO
food pantries, filling a very real need in
our community! Many folks count on the
soup that YOU consistently make and
share so please continue your good work
or become a part of this valuable
ministry.

Amity Township, in which St. Gabriel's stands, will
celebrate their 300th Anniversary next year (1 year before
ours in 2020)! A time capsule from the Township's 250th
Anniversary in 1969 is buried next to the wall near the
sycamore tree at the 1801 Chapel. Plans are to unearth it
soon! (Editor’s note: The Committee dug it up and found it to
be cracked and filled with water and most of the contents
ruined.)



$32,800.52 in Redner’s tapes were collected and submitted
to Redner’s, which means $328 (1%) will go Hopewell Love
to support their ministry! Please keep handing in those
tapes as you get them. (They need to be less than 3 years old
to submit.)

!

“Be thankful for the least gift, so shalt thou be ready to
receive greater." — Thomas à Kempis

If you shop at Redner’s and are part of the Save-a-tape
Program, remember to bring your register tapes to church and
place them in the box on top of the coat rack. 1% of your total will
be donated to Hopewell Love to help those in need in our
community.
You will also earn points for cents off at the gas pump or
your Redner’s grocery order, so if you are not enrolled in the Savea-tape Program, sign up now at your local Redner’s Market!

Our year-round electric bills average
$1,920 per month. Your generous
“General Offering” giving is what pays
the majority of our expenses.



Blessings, sisters and brothers on the Way.

Redner’s Tapes help Hopewell LOVE
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GO!
For Reflection and Discernment

By Russ McClellan, Mission Developer

Elsewhere in this month’s Messenger, you will find my
article about our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s invitation
to the Church to learn and practice The Way of Love as a
Rule of Life. I encourage you to explore the resources found
on The Episcopal Church website,

•

To what new places or communities is the Spirit
sending you to witness to the love, justice and
truth of God?

•

How will you build into your life a commitment
to cross boundaries, listen carefully, and take
part in healing and reconciling what is broken in
this world?

•

With whom will you share in the commitment to
go forth as a reconciler and healer?

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/explore-way-love.
You will notice there seven spiritual practices for a
Jesus-Centered life. They are:
TURN

LEARN

PRAY
WORSHIP
GO
REST

BLESS

These practices are interconnected and flow naturally
from one to another. They are all essential to practicing a
Jesus-Centered life. Let’s look at one of them.
GO: Cross boundaries, listen deeply and live like
Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.”—John 20:21

I hope you have heard of one of the ways that St. Gabriel’s
and our sisters and brothers from other faith communities are
answering the call of God to GO. Laundry Love started at a
laundromat in Pottstown on October 16th and was a blessing
beyond our dreams. The next Laundry Love night is
November 20th. Please check out this video which
beautifully explains and witnesses to the joy that is Laundry
Love. And look for more information on the first weekend of
November on how you can participate and support this
practice as one way of living a Jesus-Centered Life.

Send them into the world in witness to your love. –Book of
Common Prayer, Holy Baptism, p.306

To watch the video on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/D9GdJQCDiH0

As Jesus went to the highways and byways, he sends us
beyond our circles and comfort, to witness to the love, justice
and truth of God with our lips and with our lives. We go to
listen with humility and to join God in healing a hurting
world. We go to become Beloved Community, a people
reconciled in love with God and one another.

Blessings, sisters and brothers on the Way!
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"The winds of God are always blowing, but you must
set the sails." — François Fénelon
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Be an angel this Christmas

Shop for the Holidays and contributed to St. Gabe’s
We are approaching the time of year where many of us are
making lists and checking them twice! Why not check off some
names on your gift giving list with gift cards purchased right here
at St. Gabriel’s?! Remember, each card purchased earns 1% to 13%
for St. Gabriel’s (and sometimes more!).
Plan ahead….check your budget…...bring
your checkbook to church…..look at the list of
retailers in the spinner rack in the back of
the church….complete a gold order
form…..order the cards you need. It’s easy!
Amazon, Chili’s, Applebee’s, iTunes, Starbucks, Subway, TJ Maxx,
JC Penney, Boscov’s, CVS, Barnes and Noble, Kohl’s, Outback, Target,
Wal-mart, GAP, Lands’ End, Panera Bread, Walgreens, Weis Market,
Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Red Lobster..... the list goes on!

We usually have Giant, Redner’s, and Wawa gift cards on
hand for immediate purchase, but other cards need to be ordered
and might take a week or two to arrive so plan ahead and order by
December 9th.
One of our personal shoppers can assist you in placing your
order. Saturday: Winkie Reed; Sunday 8AM: Cissy McKeon and
Carolyn Nippert; Sunday 10:30: Carol Heist and Dory Reed.
OR.... now you can download the Scrip app and
order and pay for e-cards online! Download the
MyScripWallet app from your app store, read the
FAQs, then create an account. Where prompted, put
in our organization code: DE144E3D38L66. Then,
you can link your bank account to pay for the cards electronically,
which costs a very small fee per transaction. Sally Heist recently
paid 15 cents to purchase a $70 Old Navy gift card which sent $14
to St. Gabriel’s, and $70 to the recipient of the card! Contact Sally
Heist (office@stgabriels.us or text 610-207-6191) with questions.
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St. Gabriel's will again participate in the Salvation Army Christmas
Gift Angel program, to provide gifts for needy children & senior
citizens in the Reading area. In a few weeks, tags with names, ages,
clothing sizes and special requests will be available in a basket at the
back of the church for people to take and use as a guide to purchase the
gifts. The Learning Center will coordinate the collection.
In order for the gifts to be delivered to the Salvation Army in time
for distribution, it’s important all the gifts be brought to the church
by Sunday, December 9 (St. Nicholas Sunday!), when they will be
presented to the altar during the 10:30 AM service. Please bring
your gifts to one of the weekend services, or drop them off at the church
during office hours the week before. Please follow the directions on the
tag as to whether to wrap the gift or bring it unwrapped. Just attach the
angel tag to the outside of the package and be sure to tie together
multiple packages for each recipient so that no gifts are lost.
THIS n’ THAT

United Thank Offering Sunday is November
10th - Bring your offering of thanks for your blessings to church in
the blue-edged envelope included in your offering envelope packet.
Usher Coordinator Needed - Longtime coordinator Mike Hiebler
stepped down from the role of scheduling ushers for the 10:30 and
special services (thanks for your ministry, Mike!). We are in need of
someone to fill this important role, and to invite new folks to
participate. Please talk to Sally Heist or Fr. David if you are
interested.
CROP WALK a success! - Thanks to your generous donations
added to those of others, St. Gabe’s 12 walkers raised $1,594,
surpassing our goal!
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PARISH FAMILY & FRIENDS IN NEED OF SPECIAL PRAYERS:

The November Lay Ministry Schedule
appears on the pages below

Link to our online calendar
through our website: www.stgabriels.us

Mary Jane Amoroso; Joan Andres; Dave Aument; Telisha Baker; Ray& Pat Bailey;
George Bartalsky Jr.; Mary Bartalsky; Bobbie; Kathy Borneman; Christopher Browne;
Rick Buckwalter; Carol & Carl Burkhart; Oscar Collins; Larry Cox; Caroline Coyne;
Margaret Crummy; Danny; Jed Dean; Joe DeMayo & family; Kenneth Dirkse; Sandy
Douros; Kathryn Ellwanger; Mark Endy; Natasha Ewa; Tina Fanjoy; Kathleen & Mary
Flannigan; Nancy Flohr; Gail; Thomas Gentile; Elizabeth George; Tracy Germano;
Lindsay & baby girl Gotthelf; Bob Green & family; Jeffrey & Ayla Gummel; Matthew
Hall; LuAnn Hanley; Theresa & Christine Hawkins; Trevor Heinrich & family; Carroll
Hine; Lynn Jackson; Debra Bird Jarvis; Jeanne M.; Julian & family; Debby Khateeb;
Arnav Krishna & family; Liz Landes; Aytza Ledezma; Lorraine S.; Drew Mancuso;
Charlie Mandrachia; Kimberly Marmentello; Bernadette Massaro; John Mazzoni;
Lorraine McCorkle; the McKeon family; Dianne Miller; Safaa Mohammed; Rosann
Mosteller; Steve Moyer & family; Natalia; Frank Owsiany; Louise Parsons; Patti; Elliot
Phillips & family; Rosemary Pollock; Ember Poppeti; Troy Richie & family; Bill Roberts;
CoraLee & Hadley Roberts; James Rooks; April Rosenbaum; Ernie Runge, Jr.; Lee
Sartell; Romy L. Schaeffer; Cathi Schrosder; Kristen & Jon Simchick; Tom Spangler;
Sharron Specht; Rita Starkey; Heather Stefanik; Chris Stewart; Blair Stockton;
Kathleen Sweeny; Mary Lou Tate; Caroline Terrell; peace in Venezuela; Rich Vila;
Jack Vondwinglow & wife Mary Jane; Christine Wesoloski; Judy Wink; Tony Yanos;
Gloria Yoder and family; the York family
In the military: Jacob Bennett; Kyle Connor; Connor Cooper; Nick English; Zach
English; Vince Frasure; Alex & Gesine Ftorski; Adrienne Hunt; Jacoby Kellog; Jason
Killian; Jeff Lydic; Ben Martin; James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison;
Matthew Pawlik; Jason Robbins; Ben Skean; Daniel E. Vroman
WE ALSO PRAY FOR Hopewell Love; Common Ground Recovery Community;
St. Gabriel’s Good Shepherd Learning Center

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER:
November 4

Dominique, Laurie, and Luke Tomme; Alexis, Danielle, Dylan,
and Nathan Troncelliti

November 11

Clint and Terry Turnbaugh; John, Kimberly,Noah, Abigail, and
Ethan Unger; Daniel and Sharon Varner

November 18

Dianne Walker; George, Jacqueline, Christian, and Matthew
Walsh; Betty Webster; Lesley Wood; Gordon and Linda
Wray

November 25

Gloria Yoder; Scott, Cathy, Brittany, and Cassie Yorgey, and
Julia and Josh Lopuski; Ian and Carol Young

Ministry Schedule for November 2018
Date

Nov 4, 2018

Nov 11, 2018

Nov 18, 2018

Nov 25, 2018

8 AM Service
Readers

Ryan
Beebe

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Ryan
Beebe

Intercessor

Deacon
Sally

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chuck
Nippert

Deacon
Sally

Chalicers

Darlene
Cooper

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Ann
Burgy

Darlene
Cooper

Greeter

Janice
McCrudden

Patty
Care

Carolyn
Nippert

Sharon
Carrigan

10:30 Service
Readers

Blaine
Rittenhouse

Tom
Kopel

Stephen
Rowe

Sally
Heist

Intercessor

Pat
Owsiany

Lisa
Maynard

Sally
Heist

Dory
Reed

Chalicer

Vicki
Frankel

Steve
Fairbrother

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Lisa
Maynard

Chalicer

Lisa
Maynard

Pat
Owsiany

Stephen
Rowe

Russ
McClellan

Crucifer

Joshua
Heckman

Aimee
Bryan

Michelle
Miller

Tammy
Miller

Jacob
Heckman

Josh
Emery

Hadley
Miller

Stella
Greenwald

Gavin
Heckman

Chris
McNerny

Brennan
Miller

Aimee
Miller

Ushers/
Greeters

Dan & Kathy
Rowe

Linda & Gordon
Wray

a Rittenhouse &
Betty Webster

Bob & Carole
Chafin

Counters

Bill Strickland
& Carol Heist

Bill Strickland
& Sue Siebert

Ellen Moore
& Sue Siebert

Steve Fairbrother
& Terry Stockton

Coffee Hour

John & Victoria
Hawkins

Carly
Greenwald

Laurie
Tomme

No Coffee Hour
(Thanksgiving wknd)

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Florence Mano
Linda Wray

Acolytes

Altar Guild

Saturday Evening Service Altar Guild
Katie Strickland

Jo Rivera

Sue Kerrigan

** Lay ministers are reminded to arrange for a replacement
if they can't serve on the date for which they are scheduled.**

Lisa Bealer

