
Conducted by Maestro Alexei Girsh

Eastside Symphony provides an opportunity for adult amateur musi-
cians to share their musical interests and develop their skills in a re-
laxed and enjoyable setting.  Through our public concerts, we give the 
community a chance to hear classical music presented in an informal 
and accessible manner. Rehearsals are held on Thursday evenings in 
Redmond.  Interested musicians should contact Maureen Stone at  
eastsidesymphony@gmail.com.  
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Music for Spring

Volunteers
Without the tireless efforts of our staff of volunteers,  

Eastside Symphony could not exist. 
President – Jeff Evans 

VP and Marketing – Valentina Giovannetti 
Treasurer – Dayna Hall                  
Secretary – Sandy Wells 

Recruiting – Maureen Stone 
Librarians – Stephanie Reed & Ana Mobbs 
Concert Manager & Website – Lisa Hedley 

Programs and Flyers – Bruce Kelley 
Promotion – Hugh Anderson, Michelle Cagat-Roberts,  

Avis Ferguson, David Harwood, Wendy Pappas &  
Valentina Giovannetti  

and, of course, all of our musicians! 
Thank you all!

Special Thanks!
Andy Robertson 

The Lake Washington School District 
Rebecca Putnam - Program Artwork 

Bruce Kelley & Gregg Hirakawa - Program Notes



Alexei Girsh has conducted the Eastside 
Symphony since 1992. Born and educated in  
Russia, he attained his  Bachelor’s Degree at Glin-
ka Conservatory in Novosibirsk and Master’s  
Degree-Conductor of Symphony and Opera-
from the Mussorgsky Conservatory in Ekat-
erinburg. In Russia, he was highly acclaimed 
as principal conductor of the Radio-Television 
Symphony of Vladivostok, Music Director of the 
St. Petersburg Youth Symphony and a profes-
sor at the Institute of the Arts in St. Petersburg. 
Since moving to the United States, he has been 

Music Director of the Washington Wind Symphony (Redmond, 1993-96), 
the Youth Philharmonic Northwest (Redmond, 1994-96), and the Bellevue 
Ballet Orchestra (1996-99). He is currently Music Director and conductor of 
the Eastside Symphony, Music Director of the Renton Youth Symphony or-
chestra, Artist and Music Director of the Concert Opera of Seattle, and con-
ductor of the Boeing Concert Band. In 2000 he was honored with the city of 
Redmond’s Patron of the Arts Award. Along with these activities, his portfolio 
includes a number of published arrangements and recordings.

Alexei Girsh

I’ve been bouncing around the Puget Sound 
community music scene for quite some 
time, always trying something new. I can 
be found volunteering for various musi-
cal endeavors, including principal horn and  
publications designer for Eastside Symphony 
and Secretary at Northwest Mahler Festival. I’ve 
played horn with Eastside Symphony since 1994.

Other interests include mineralogy, astronomy, 
photography, and computer software. When asked, “What do you do,” I like to 
say, “I’m a Renaissance Guy.”

Thanks to Alexei and Eastside Symphony for this great opportunity to per-
form! Thank you also to Andy, Ryan and Stephanie for making it so fun to 
play in the horn section! Thanks to my occasional teachers, Barney Blough and 
Catherine Roche-Wallace. Finally, thank you to my daughter Fiona for taking 
my portrait and listening to me play Dukas, over and over and over...

Find out what I’ll be up to next at www.BruceKelley.com.

Bruce Kelley

Financial Support
Eastside Symphony wishes to acknowledge the generous financial support of the  
following individuals and organizations:

Partners – $250 - $499
Paul Bartos

The Boeing Company
Irina Doliov

Cynthia Glaser

Anthony & Mary Ann  
Macchiarella
John Perlic

Stephanie Reed

Donn Shankland
Sally Anne West

 

Associates – $100 - $249
Hugh Anderson

Scott Binette
Ricardo & Beverley Birmele

Jeannie Conley
Paul Covert
Jeff Evans

Avis Ferguson
Jeffrey Ferman
Kathy Forgrave

Valentina & Mark  
Giovannetti

Shane and Dayna Hall
David and Juanita Harwood

Lisa & Mike Hedley
Gregg Hirakawa
Kimberly Kamal

Alan & Carol Karlak
Brian & Esther Kelly

Paul & Julie Lorah
Patrick & Scott Magill

Valerie Monsey
John Morel

Dallas & Ann Pasley
Peter Pawlak

Martin and Beth Puryear
Constance Radke

Mark and Ellen Reisenauer
Andrew Rich
Ryan Roberts

Frank Ronneburg
Byron and Quyen Stevenson

W. Michael Tanksley
Dr & Mrs John Vasko

Deborah Wagner
Sandra J Wells
Tamara Wierks
Dr. Lyle Wilcox

Ann Winget

Friends – up to $99
Clifford & Theodora Argue

Tammy D Batey
Aaron Evans

Christopher Girsch
Hildreth Family

Bruce Kelley
Jessica Haejin & Erich Lee

Ingrid Lynch

Jennifer & Anthony  
Macchiarella

Isar Mahanian
Anna Mobbs
Etjen Palmer

George & Nancy Paris
Nathan Reed

William W Rockwell

Richard Simonson
Emily Smith

Unspecified Donor
Marilyn Ward
Beth Wilson

Marshall Winget &  
Chia-Wei Chow

Eastside Symphony is a registered 501(c)3 organization. We believe that 
music enriches all of our lives. It has the potential to touch each of us in 
a way that other mediums simply cannot. Any donation you choose to 
make, large or small helps us keep classical music alive in our community!  
Donations can be mailed to: 

Eastside Symphony, 12131 NE 107th St., Kirkland, WA 98033

Concert Sponsors - $1,000 or more
4Culture

The Hunt Family
Microsoft Corporation

Donors - $500 - $999
John & Kathryn Payton
The Pinkerton Family

Maureen Stone & Doug Wyatt
 



 

 

 

Thank You!

We believe that music enriches all of our lives. It has the 
potential to touch each of us in a way that other mediums 
simply cannot. Any donation you choose to make, large or 
small helps us keep classical music alive in our community! 
Contribution levels:  Supporting Partner $5000 
  Concert Sponsor $1000 
  Donor $500 
  Partner $250 
  Associate $100 
  Friend $1-$99 
 

Name  
Address  

City/State/Zip  
Email (optional)  

Name(s) to list in our 
program donor roster  

My Contribution Amount  
 

Please mail your contribution, payable to Eastside Symphony, to: 

Eastside Symphony 
15717 - 154th Ave. N.E. 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
Email: eastsidesymphony@gmail.com 

 

Thank You for Your Support! 
Eastside Symphony is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
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Eastside Symphony
Conducted by Maestro Alexei Girsh

Linda Vogt – Concertmaster
Amanda  Ambrosio 
Hugh  Anderson 
Bradley Bartos 

Violin I

Valentina Giovannetti *
Jodi Bean 
David Harwood 
Isar Mahanian 

Valerie Monsey 
Sheyda Moshiri 
Beth Puryear 
Nichole  Tyler 

Debi Wagner 
Sandy Wells 

Violin II

Paul  Covert *
Jeff Evans 
Dayna Hall 

Haejin Lee 
Rebecca Putnam 
Lyle Wilcox 

Beth Wilson 
Viola

Marshall Winget *
John Perlic 

Kim Kamal 
Esther Kelly 

Tamara Wierks
Cello

Alan Karlak * Kathleen Anderson Nathan Strick 
Bass

Lisa Hedley * Janet Roberts Anna Herby 
Flute

Maureen Stone * John Vasko 
Oboe

Eric Shankland * John Morel 
Bassoon

Julie Shankland * Chris Peterson *
Clarinet

Bruce Kelley *
Stephanie Reed 

Andy Rich Ryan Roberts 
Horn

Peter Pawlak * Mark Baker 
Trumpet

Dick Simonson * Gregg Hirakawa  Pam Lindner  
    (bass trombone)

Trombone

Doug Wyatt * Scott Binette Irina  Doliov 
Percussion/Timpani

* denotes section principal

Jeffrey Ferman 
Julie Lorah 
Tony Macchiarella 
Andromeda Mendez 

Sarah Shafer 
Emily Smith 
Quyen Stevenson 
Lilly Tao 

Jeff Taylor *
Tuba



Program
Dukas	 Villanelle 
		  Bruce Kelley, horn

Beethoven	 Symphony No. 1 in C major 
	   I.	 Adagio molto – Allegro con brio 
	   II.	 Andante cantabile con moto 
	   III.	 Menuetto. Allegro molto e vivace 
	   IV.	 Finale. Adagio – Allegro molto e vivace

	 Intermission

Strauss	 Suite in B-flat major, Op.4 (selections) 
		  Gavotte 
		  Introduction und Fuge

Verhelst	 A Song for Japan 
		  arr. for brass by Gregg Hirakawa

Brahms	 Hungarian Dances #5 and #6

Dvorak	 Slavonic Dances #3 and #8

Program design: Bruce Kelley
Copyright © 2012, Eastside Symphony

For up-to-the-minute information about Eastside Symphony:  
EastsideSymphony.org

We’ve all heard Paul Dukas’ most famous work, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, 
which Eastside Symphony played in March of 2011. He also wrote an opera 
and the ballet La Péri. Other than that, though, few people know his compo-
sitions… unless they play the horn! For hornists, Villanelle is known as one 
of the masterpieces of the solo repertoire. The piece was written in 1906 as a 
final exam for horn students at the Paris Conservatory, where Dukas taught 
composition and orchestration. As such, it includes many techniques and 
styles of playing that “test” the performer: lyrical legato passages, loud, soft, 
muted and hand-stopped sections, and ends with a rapid-fire triple-tongued 
charge up to the high end of the horn’s range! The piece is most commonly 
performed with piano accompaniment, and although Dukas is reputed to 
have written an orchestration, it was lost when the famously self-critical com-
poser burned works he felt were unworthy. The solo part survived, but the 
orchestra parts have been recreated from the remaining sketches and piano 
part by a number of composers. Today we will play one by Donald Miller.

Villanelle — Bruce Kelley

The piece was originally written for a trombone quartet to raise awareness for 
the devastation caused by the earthquake and tsunami which struck north-
ern Japan’s Sendai region in March 2011.  The music was released over the 
internet with the simple request that musicians perform it wherever they are.  
Since the release, the piece has been performed around the world with more 
than 180 videos of “A Song for Japan” played on various instruments uploaded 
onto YouTube. The piece, composed by trombone player Steven Verhelst, was 
performed in March by the Sendai Philharmonic Orchestra during a public 
concert to mark the disaster’s one year anniversary.

A Song for Japan — Gregg Hirakawa

Program Notes

Next season with Eastside Symphony:
•	 Gershwin An American in Paris
•	 Overtures by Mozart, Weber, Verdi and Wagner
•	 Rimsky-Korsakov Scheherazade
•	 Beethoven Symphony No. 5
•	 Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No. 3
•	 Lalo Cello Concerto
•	 Sibelius  The Swan of Tuonela
Dates to-be-announced!

Ludwig van 
Beethoven
(1770–1827)

Richard 
Strauss

(1864–1949)


