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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray
to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your
heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord… Jeremiah 29:11-14 NIV

Merry Christmas” and “Happy New Year” have faded from our calendars and most likely from our thoughts as well. Valentine’s Day and the
season of Lent is just around the corner. Life is always changing. If things
never changed, it couldn’t get better! Of course, all changes are not for the better. Some changes
come which we did not intentionally choose. But…much of life is a choice. If you want something better, choose the good in 2016. Really – decide now – on something better for your marriage, your children, yourself!
Too often people come to the Christian life, seeking God but confused how to do more than come
to church. They'd like to see God be real every day, not just on Sunday. They long for their lives to
matter for something worthwhile. Maybe they doubt whether Jesus, God or "faith" speaks their
language. They are willing to respond to a higher call for their life, marriage or home if it’s worth it.
But how? Where do they start?
We have an active, lively, adult Sunday School class on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m. to help you
grow in practical insight about faith, places to give back, ways to get to know people. Men have a
couple of opportunities to gather together – the Men’s Breakfast on the second Saturday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. and Guy’s Night Out (locations and times change each month to accommodate as
many men as possible.) For women, there is a woman’s book study that meets the first Monday of
every month at 7:00 p.m., facilitated by Susan Wolfe. We are currently studying Philip Yancey’s
book, What’s So Amazing About Grace? The women also have their own night out together to dine
at different restaurants in the area. All are welcome. Keep an eye on the bulletin board or the bulletin announcements for details.
Plan on growing spiritually during Lent. On Wednesday nights, beginning February 10th our Lenten midweek services begin, focusing on the Sounds of Easter this year. After the Ash Wednesday
service on February 10th, the midweek services will be proceeded by a light Lenten meal at 6:15 p.m.
We are always in need of people to provide the meal and help out with the services.
Here are some other opportunities to consider:
Mardi Gras potluck/New Orleans based movie night – Saturday, February 6:30 p.m. Bring a side
dish or dessert to share. Come spend an enjoyable time with old friends, new friends, and your children. Don’t hear the good news later and think, “I wish I had been there with my family.”
Ash Wednesday – February 10, 7:00 p.m. If you want a more fulfilling Easter, it begins on Ash
Wednesday. The cross before the crown. Never been to an Ash Wednesday service? Give it a try.
Most of the people who come to an Ash Wednesday service keep on coming back year after year.
Make a change for the better!
See you in church!

Pastor Robin

Welcome Karen Harris to our congregation!

Karen comes from a
Catholic/Lutheran background and joined our congregation on January 17th.

If anyone would like a home visit by Pastor Robin,

please let Pastor Robin or Tracy know so we can get one scheduled.
It does not need to be a pastoral emergency...just an opportunity to get to know you
better.

Fundraising Information: Please continue to participate in the Kroger Plus
Community Rewards program. There are instruction sheets in the narthex giving you the information
you need to register/re-register your Kroger Plus card, designating Fellowship Lutheran as the recipient. If you have problems registering your Kroger card for the Community Rewards Program,
please contact Pastor Robin or the church office. We’ve received over $1,300 last year! Also our
youth continue their recycling fundraiser. There’s a collection box in front of the office by the paper recycling bin and a smaller one in the narthex.
Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available.

If you have trouble with the regular
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free
wafers available. Large print bulletins are available for worship. Please ask the usher for assistance.

Women’s Activities
Book Study - The next women's book study meeting is February 1, 2016, at 7
pm. We will review chapters 10 and 11 of Philip Yancey's book, What's So Amazing About Grace. Susan Wolfe will facilitate the discussion.
Women’s Dinner - On Tuesday, February 23rd at 6:00 p.m., we will meet at Liberty Tavern at
50 S. Liberty St. #104 in Powell (614-825-0500). Please sign up if you’re interested in attending and let Pastor Robin know if you need transportation (cell. 937-725-4930).

Seussical the Musical

We are still taking reservations till the end of January for the Seussical the Musical; please see Karen Espe for any questions about this. The money for tickets will
need to be given up front as we have to go to purchase the tickets.

Attendance Information
Date
Attendance
Dec. 6
106
Dec. 13
108
Dec. 20
92
Dec. 24, 7:00 pm
126
Dec. 24, 10:00 pm
82
Dec. 27
50

Date
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
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Attendance
87
69
95
88

2016 MIDWEEK
LENTEN/HOLY WEEK
AND EASTER SERVICES
“The Sounds of Easter”
ASH WEDNESDAY – February 10th @ 7:00 p.m.
The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion
“The Sound of Repentance”
WEDNESDAY – February 17th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Sound of Weeping”
WEDNESDAY – February 24th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Clanking of Coins”
WEDNESDAY – March 2nd @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Dripping of Water”
WEDNESDAY –March 9th @ 7:00 p.m.
“The Shouting of the Crowd”
WEDNESDAY –March 16th @ 7:00 p.m
“The Crowing of a Rooster”
Light Lenten meals beginning at 6:15 p.m. to be offered prior to all Wednesday evening services,
except Ash Wednesday.

HOLY WEEK
PASSION/PALM SUNDAY – March 20th
10:00 a.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY – March 24th @ 7:00 p.m.
Joint Service with Jesus’ People Church
Meal @ 6:15 p.m.
ECUMENICAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE – March 25th @ 7:30 p.m.
Community Tenebrae Service @ Smoky Row Brethren Church

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
Easter Sunday – March 27th
Early Easter Service with Communion @ 8:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Traditional Easter Service with Communion @ 11:00 a.m.
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— Todd Engen, Director

Education

We are entering the midpoint of the Sunday School year. We're past Christmas, but
Lent is not here yet.. The winter doldrums are upon us. In spite of that, the Board of
Education is looking forward.
The Board of Education is beginning to prepare for Vacation Bible School. We have
not decided on dates yet, but the evening sessions have worked well the last couple
years, and we plan to do the same approach this year. We will need teachers and
helpers for VBS again this summer, so if you might be interested, please let one of
the members of the Board know about what time and talents you'd like to contribute.
Recently, we were presented with an opportunity to host an Amazing Grace Day
Camp at Fellowship this summer. We have supported them in the past with our benevolence from Pumpkin Patch. Pastor Robin was approached at the Cincinnati youth
event about hosting one here. Pastor Robin's prior congregation had hosted them
and she was anxious to bring it to our attention. However, we had only a couple of
days to decide, and we felt that we needed to make sure we could meet the commitments that would be required of us as hosts. We plan to look into it further and see if
we might be able to host next year. Among the things we would need would be for
our congregation to house and provide meals for 3 Lutheran Outdoor Ministry counsellors. We also would need to provide a person, in addition to Pastor Robin, to be on
-site at the church for the week while they would hold the camp. Amazing Grace Day
Camps are targeted to lower-income people who are unchurched and/or lower income. The hosting church's children are also welcome to participate.
I think this was a tremendous opportunity and it was unfortunate that we had so little time to consider the offer and line up the resources. I strongly believe that we
should prepare to host them next year. Pastor Robin had great experiences with
them in Jackson. This would be a natural evolution for us and an opportunity to reach
out to the community immediately around our church building. For more information
on the camps, please refer to this information on the Southern Ohio Synod website:
http://www.southernohiosynod.org/aws/SOS/pt/sp/faith_camps
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— Liz Allen, Director

Stewardship & Service

At the congregational meeting on the 24th, borrowing $3,000 from the Pumpkin Patch monies for benevolence was approved, leaving a 2016 budget deficit of $8,702.47. If each family in our congregation can donate $135 more in 2016, we will end the year without a deficit. Please prayerfully consider
making a special offering to the church. Thanks!

5

— Mary McDaniel, Director

Worship

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.” John 3:16-17

It is time for us to turn our thoughts toward Lent, the 40-day period of preparation for Easter. Lent begins
on February 10 with our observance of Ash Wednesday.
Midweek Lenten soup suppers and services
During the Lenten season, we will meet each Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm for a soup supper followed
by a service at 7:00 pm.
We encourage all families to help in providing the Wednesday evening Lenten suppers. This is to be a
light supper (soup and sandwiches or salad) that will be served just prior to our service. Everyone is invited to attend these meals to share in what Lutherans like best… fellowship and food.
We hope to have 2 or 3 families work together to provide each meal. The Board of Worship will provide
paper and plastic ware, as well as peanut butter, jelly and bread. Supper will start at 6:15, and the church
will be open at 5:00 so you can begin preparations. Plan to serve 40 – 50 people.
If you are willing to provide a supper or assist another family to prepare a meal, please sign up on the
sheet in the narthex.
Maundy Thursday agape meal and service
Our traditional Maundy Thursday Agape meal and service of Holy Communion will take place on Thursday,
March 24. Supper begins at 6:15 pm and the service begins at 7:00 pm. Jesus’ People Church will again
be participating in the meal and service.
Please volunteer to help with the meal. We are looking for volunteers to provide the Maundy Thursday
ABC soup (recipe will be provided) and muffins for our traditional Agape meal. We also need volunteers to
assist with setup after service on Palm Sunday and meal preparations on Wednesday, March 23. Please
let us know how you will help by completing the flyer in your bulletin on Sundays, starting in February.

Dates to remember:
February 10
February 17 & 24; March 2, 9, 16
March 20
March 24
March 27
March 27

Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm
Soup Supper at 6:15 pm followed by service at 7:00 pm
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday agape meal at 6:15 & service at 7:00
Good Friday service, Smoky Row Brethren, 7:30 pm
Easter Sunday Services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am; breakfast at 9:30 am
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— Mary McDaniel, Director

Worship

Altar Flower Information
The Board of Worship is going to be switching from live flowers to artificial silk flowers for the altar arrangements each Sunday. We will have 7-8 arrangements which will be used during each of the
church seasons. We will have flowers to coordinate with the paraments as we change them week to
week. Purple for Lent; White for the Christmas and Easter seasons and some festival Sundays; Red
for Palm Sunday, Reformation and Pentecost; Blue for Advent; and assorted flowers for the Green
growth season after Pentecost and the Epiphany season. We have a sample of the Lenten arrangement displayed in the pedestal now.
The flowers will be funded by donations from the congregation. The cost of the arrangements is
$50-75.00 and we hope to reduce that by using a flower arranger who is not necessarily connected
with a retail establishment. If you know someone who does arranging, please let Carolyn Crispin
know. Even with a cost of $75, seven arrangements would cost $525. Last year the congregation
spent $1083 on live flowers. It is not necessary to donate enough to pay for one arrangement. Many
people order several over a year and would end up paying for one anyway. We want to continue to
have dedications made by members who contribute and they will be listed weekly in the bulletin. If
you have signed up for and paid for flowers this year, your payment will included as a donation. If
that is not acceptable, please let Carolyn Crispin know.
There will be donation envelopes available in February that will have a space for a dedication. After
we pay for the initial arrangements we will see how much has been donated. If there is enough, we
will have two pedestals with flowers. As you know in the past, if only one arrangement was ordered,
one pedestal stood empty. We will only have one until we see if we are able to add more flowers.
This action was passed with an informal vote at the January congregational meeting and was approved unanimously. We had a very positive reaction to the arrangement that was displayed and hope
that this new plan will be a beautiful addition to our weekly services.
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— Todd Engen

Mission Interpreter

Understanding Islam
Last month, I wrote about ELCA Bishop Eaton's comments about the Syrian refugees and how
American's are reacting to the recent terrorist attacks. This past week, I read an article in the Columbus Dispatch about the ELCA's “Resources for Understanding and Responding to Terrorism
and to Related Anti-Muslim Public Speech.” This document was written by ELCA Seminary's Adjunct Professor Carol Schersten LaHurd. The Dispatch article also quotes Bishop Suzanne Darcy
Dillahunt, a Columbus resident and Bishop of the Southern Ohio Synod of the ELCA. You can
view the Dispatch article at: http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/faith_and_values/2016/01/22/
Professor-promotes-understanding-between-Christians-Muslims.html
Professor LaHurd is quoted as saying, “My husband and I, around the world and in the United
States, have hundreds of Muslim friends of every possible stripe and ethnicity, so part of my goal is
to help people who don’t have that privilege get a sense of what it means to have Muslim friends
and understand just how diverse Islam is, just like Christianity is diverse and Buddhism is diverse.”
As many of you know, I have played soccer for a long time. Many of my soccer friends are Muslim. Many were immigrants or refugees from Iran, Lebanon, Dubai, and Madagascar. Their religious expression is as varied as many of my Christian friends from very devout to secular. All of
them have become fully American.
LaHurd's document is available from the ELCA at http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Ecumenicaland-Inter-Religious-Relations, along with a number of other documents about Islam, it's history,
and some study guides.
In the Dispatch article Rev. Dillahunt, referring to Professor LaHurd's article is quoted as saying, “I
suspect that the resource may be a useful tool now and when other instances of terrorism arise in
the future. We must do the critical work of building and nurturing relationships with our American
Muslim neighbors and with our ecumenical partners."
These ELCA documents help in understanding Islam and the Muslims who practice it. They can
also help us process what is going on and how we can respond to it. The more we understand, the
less threatened we may feel. The more integrated Muslims in America become in our culture, the
less likely that they will radicalize.
No solution can guarantee the elimination of terrorism, but I believe that understanding between us
and integration in our systems is the key to minimizing it.
Todd Engen – Mission Interpreter
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Our Faith Family

Our Prayers and Support for . . .
FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Fritzi Bear
Marvin Bear
Bob Drake
Adam Lensenmayer
Joshua Mott
Mark Roll
Martha Sampson
Shawn Turnbull

February Birthdays
Marianne Wiech
Bob Wilhelm
Ethan Goleb
Stacie Sholl
Zach Jaeger
Gene Oliver
Erling Lee
Caitlyn Votino
Clayton Hobbins
Levenia McBride
Bob Drake
Lillian Cardimen
James Votino
Paul Wargowsky
Katie Wahl
Craig Robinson
Troy Hervey
Phil Kochheiser
Leena LeMay

FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Carole Anderson, David Anderson’s mother…
Donna Bull, Heather Tonn’s aunt…
Lynn Goggins, Fisk Paro’s friend…
Joe Harlett, Todd Daniels’ friend…
Joe Jankovich, Bridget Daniels’ cousin’s husband...
Keith Kuehn, Bob & Jan Wilhelm’s brother-in-law…
Dr. John C. Lude, Bill Lude’s cousin…
Teddy Marcano, Jesus Marcano’s brother…
Gary Petsche, Ruth Rankin’s brother…
Laurie Rodeback, Andrea Sumner’s friend…
John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend…
George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father…
Matt Taylor, Larry Wiech’s coworker…
Carol Ward, Barb Fisher’s mother...
Pat Wilhelm, Bob Wilhelm’s aunt…

2/02
2/02
2/05
2/05
2/09
2/09
2/11
2/11
2/13
2/13
2/15
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/25
2/28
2/28
2/28

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays
this month! This list reflects the information we
have in our computer at this time. We welcome
your corrections and additions!

FOR OUR SHUT-INS:
Eva Blair, member
Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother
Ruth Buck, Carol Jaeger’s mother
Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother
DEATHS:
Sherie Beale, Jan Wilhelm’s friend’s mother
Charles Hall, Ed Lathy’s father-in-law
Levi Hendrickson, friend of Liz Allen’s son, Troy Hervey
Todd Lohman, Liz Allen’s friend
Kristi Miller, Andy Lee’s fiancée
Edward Orlando, Sonya Oliver’s friend’s father
John Robinson, Craig Robinson’s uncle
Arin Sanford, Liz Allen’s friend
Martha Shade, Pastor Robin’s friend
Wendy Williams, George & Jeanine Biemel’s neighbor
Melonie Wright, Jim Jaeger’s friend
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February Anniversaries
Bob & Jan Wilhelm

2/18
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Lauren Kochheiser
Andy DeVantier
Todd Engen
Leah Anderson & Laura Powell
Staci Wahl

Cathie Brown
Jim Jaeger & Pete Cardimen
Nave

Gwen Cardimen
Carolyn Crispin
Lori Hobbins
Votino
Amanda Laucher
Carol Scantland & Dianna Roll
Cathie Brown
Todd Daniels & Phil Kochheiser
Neumeier

Acolyte

Comm. Assist.

Lay Reader

Ushers

Nursery

Altar Guild

Hymn Sel.

Counters

Greeters

Host

Bridget Daniels

Robert Hensley

Assist. Minister

Carol Scantland & Dianna Roll

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Board of Education

Host

Time

-

Bear

Greeters

28-Feb

-

Andy DeVantier & Lori Hobbins

Counters

21-Feb

Lude

Cathie Brown

Cathie Brown

Hymn Sel.

Date

Steve Espe & Mike Sumner

Carol Scantland & Dianna Roll

Carol Scantland & Dianna Roll

Altar Guild

Cathie Brown

Carol Scantland & Dianna Roll

Sonya Oliver

-

Carol Scantland

Jeanine Biemel

Nursery

Missy Hensley

Ruth Albert
Bill Lude & Chris Tonn

Missy Hensley

Sonya Oliver

Comm. Assist.

Abigail Cardimen

Dottie Haggard

Leah Anderson

Jillian Mott

Acolyte

Todd Daniels

Erling Lee & Todd Daniels

Todd Engen

Steve Espe

Assist. Minister

10:00 PM

Ushers

ASH WEDNESDAY - 7:30 PM

10:00 AM

Time

14-Feb

Lay Reader

10-Feb

7-Feb

Date

Worship Server Schedule for February
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Fellowship Lutheran Church
7350 Sawmill Road
Columbus, OH 43235
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Vision:

To be a “called and gathered” family of faith
whose members so fully experience the undeserved love of God
that we are moved to express that same love of God.
in our relationships with one another and our whole community . . .

Our Mission:

To involve people in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
by sharing the good news of God’s grace.
through our fellowship in worship, study and service.
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