Sociology 100- Sociological Theory
Fall Semester 2014

COB 267

TTh 3-4:15PM

Professor: 

Dr. Edward Flores

Office Hours: 
T 12-2pm, Th 4:30-5:30pm

Office: 

COB 323


or by appointment

Email Address:
eflores52@ucmerced.edu

Course Description:
Sociology is the study of society—a social science focused on people, relationships and institutions. Sociological theory provides frameworks for understanding human social life. This course is an introduction to sociological theory; it examines a range of conceptual frameworks useful for understanding social interactions and processes. This course will challenge students to think critically, unpacking many hidden assumptions about social patterns and social change.

American sociology has been influenced in great part by Western European sociology, which emerged from the tumultuous process of modernization (in the 19th century). It is in this sociological tradition that we now attempt to understand processes associated with modern, social change: democracy, industrialization, and bureaucracy. Sociological theory explores contradictions, such as capitalism and rising inequality, democracy and individualism, technical rationalization and collective effervescence.

Students will study the classical foundations of sociology (i.e. Marx, Weber and Durkheim), as well as 20th century texts that have set new trajectories for American sociology (i.e. the Chicago School of urban ethnography, symbolic interactionism, postmodernism), and to a small extent, theory dealing with global capitalism, advanced industrialism, and critiques of Western bias in sociology. This course will give students a background in major sociological theories, as well as their historical context.

Student Learning Outcomes:
	Learning Outcome
	Assessed by….

	1.  Think critically about the assumptions underlying theories and explanations
	Term papers, final exam

	2.  Explain major theoretical perspectives
	Quizzes, class presentations

	3.  Apply major sociological theories
	Term paper, final exam

	4.  Communicate effectively about sociological concepts
	Class participation


Course Materials:

Two books are required for the course and are available at the campus bookstore. In addition, several class readings will be articles or book chapters posted on the class CROPs site.

Lemert, Charles. 2013. Social Theory: The Multicultural, Global, and Classic Readings. (5th Edition). Boulder, CO: Westview Press. ISBN 9780813346687.

DeTocqueville, Alexis. 2000. Democracy In America. Harper Perennial Modern Classics. ISBN: 9780060956660.

Course Requirements

Participation
Our class will have a different structure than most.  First, at the beginning of every class, we will begin with a short, student-led presentation on assigned readings.  I will follow this by guiding a lengthy student discussion. Then, at the end of class, I will give a short lecture introducing the material for the following class. I do this because I believe that if my lectures precede reading and class discussions, then students will read in a purposeful manner—and have a better grasp of the material.  

Quizzes
Quizzes will be administered during the first 5-10 minutes of each class.  Although everyone receives full credit for simply taking a quiz, quizzes will reveal where some students may have strengths or weaknesses in understanding particular readings.  Quizzes cannot be made up, so tardiness and absences will detrimentally affect a student’s grade.  Please notify me in advance if you cannot make it to class. 

Paper I: Classical Theory Paper
You will write a theoretical paper about a classical theorist of your choice.  The theoretical paper will make short—but concise—use of the major sociological concepts of a theorist we have covered in class. You may only draw, very sparingly, from peer-reviewed, academic sources. All sources must be cited in Chicago style format.

Paper II: Contemporary Theory Paper
The contemporary theory paper will require that you situate a contemporary theorist’s concepts within a broader legacy of sociological theory.  Examples could include framing contemporary readings on race and class with Karl Marx or W.E.B. Dubois’ writings, or describing how Jane Adams’ work fits within Alexis DeTocqueville’s ideas of civic life in America.  For this project, you have the option of choosing to cite several academic sources to  illustrate your ideas.

Final Exam
The final exam will consist of essay questions. I will distribute five tentative exam prompts, three of which will be on the exam, and two of which students will be required to answer.

Grading
Grades for the class will be weighted as follows:

Attendance and participation- 10%
(Ad-hoc) Quizzes- 10%


Classical Theory Paper- 20%

Contemporary Theory Paper- 30%
Final Exam- 30%

The final grade will follow this scale:

A
100-93

A-
90-92

B+
87-89

B
83-86

B-
80-82

C+
77-79

C
73-76

C-
70-72

D+
67-69

D
63-67

D-
60-62

Class Policies:
Etiquette
As with any class, I expect students to behave in a courteous and respectful manner.  Talking with other students during class will not be tolerated.  Cell phones should be turned completely off at the beginning of class.  Using a computer to surf the internet will not be allowed.  These behaviors distract everyone from the process of learning. I will deduct points from one’s attendance & participation if I feel distractions are occurring.

Late Policy
Students should arrive on time to class, everday.  If you cannot attend on a particular day, please notify me, in person, prior to your absence.  I will accept written documentation (i.e. doctor’s note, etc.) in the rare event that an unforseen emergency occurs.  

Communication
It is the student’s responsibility to frequently check his/her e-mail for any class communications.  Do not contact me last minute about missing class, or to ask questions about assignments.  I encourage you to notify me of any questions or time conflicts well ahead of time, and to get started with assignments in advance, to prevent any last-minute miscommunication.

Academic Integrity
I expect students to act in accordance with UC Merced’s honor code (i.e. no plagarizing). In failing to uphold this academic standard, students cheat themselves and others out of learning.  When in doubt, talk with the professor first!
Students With Disabilities:
I am committed to providing assistance to help you be successful in this course.  Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you have a disability and may need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please visit the Disability Services Center. All accommodations MUST be approved through Disability Services (Kolligian Library, West Wing Suite 109). Please stop by or call 209-228-6996 to make an appointment with a disability specialist.
The Classical Foundations of Sociology (Weeks 1-7)

The origins of the historical rise of sociology. The industrial revolution and the modern era. Changes in modes of economic production and rising social inequality. The promise of democracy, freedom and indviduality. The tyranny of majority, and the social isolation, in democracy. Bureaucracy, rationalization and capitalism. The importance of social groups and belonging; shared symbols, the sacred, and collective effervescence. Nationalism, racism and cultural nationalism.

Week 1: Introduction
Thursday, August 28
· Class introduction, discussion of syllabus, short lecture
Week 2: Marx

Marx says that capitalism offers promises that can never be fulfilled. Labor is central to Marx; Marx is critical of how workers’ labor time becomes a commodity that gets bought and sold just like any other non-living thing. The concepts of species-being, alienation and capitalism. How does Marx say the capitalist system will dig its own grave? Why does Marx says all societies must pass through capitalism in order to get to a better world? (Historical readings supplement sociological readings this week, to give context to text.)

Tuesday, September 2
· Duiker and Spielvogel, Chapter 20. “The Beginnings of Modernization: Industrialization and Nationalism, 1800-1870. Pp. 460-466

· Lemert: Karl Marx. “Estranged Labour.” Pp. 29-33
Thursday, September 4
· Duiker and Spielvogel, Chapter 21. “The Emergence of Mass Society in the Western World.” Pp. 486-497

· Marx, Communist Manifesto. Pp. 14-21
· Lemert: Karl Marx. “Camera Obscura.” Pp. 33-34

· Lemert: Karl Marx. “On Imperialism in India.” Pp. 40-41
Week 3: DeTocqueville
The comparison of social life in America with social life in France.  What observations did DeTocqueville make of American democracy? We examine the bright side of democracy: decentralized government, free parties and newspapers, civic associations, and “individualism.” However, we also examine DeTocqueville’s observations of the downsides of American democracy: a tyranny of the majority, too much unending competition, greed, restlessness, disregard for ancestors and descendants, and inattention to politics.
Tuesday, September 9
· DeTocqueville, Vol. 1, Part 1

· Chapter 2, “Point of Departure of the Anglo-Americans” (47) 

· Chapter 5, “The American System of Townships” (62-63)

· Chapter 5, “Spirit of the Township in New England” (68-70)

· DeTocqueville, Vol. 1, Part II

· Chapter 3, “Freedom of the Press in the US”

· Chapter 4, “Political Association in the US” (180-199)

· Chapter 6, “Public Spirit in the US,” (235-237)

· Chapter 6, “Activity Prevailing in All Parts of the Body Politic…” (241-245)

· DeTocqueville, Vol. 2, Part II:

· Chapter 4, “How Americans Combat the Effects of Individualism by Free Institutions”

· Chapter 5, “On the Use… of Associations”

· Chapter 6, “On the Connection Between Associations and Newspapers”

· Chapter 7, “Relationships Between Civil and Political Associations” (509-524)

· Chapter 8, “How the Americans Combat Individualism by the Doctrine of Self-Interest Properly Understood” (525-528)

· Chapter 18, “Why Americans Consider All Honest Callings Honorable” (547-551)

· DeTocqueville, Vol.2, Part III

· Chapter 1, “How Mores Become More Gentle…” (561-564)

Thursday, September 11
· DeTocqueville, Vol. 1, Part II

· Chapter. 7, “The Omnipotence of the Majority” 

· Chapter 8, “What Tempers the Tyranny of the Majority” (246-256, 259-270 [skip 257-259])

· Chapter 9, “The Main Causes Tending to Maintain a Democratic Republic” (283-294 [middle of chapter 9]).

· DeTocqueville, Vol. 2, Part I

· Chapter 1, “Philosophical Approach of the Americans” (429-433)

· Chapter 2, “Principal Source of Beliefs Among Democratic Peoples” (434-436)


· DeTocqueville, Vol. 2, Part II

· Chapter 2, “Of Individualism in Democracies” (506-508)

· Chapter 13, “Why the Americans are Often So Restless in the Midst of the Propserity”

· Chapter 14, “How… the Taste for Physical Pleasure is Combined With Love of Freedom and Attention to Public Affairs” (535-541)

· Chapter 20, “How an Aristocracy May Be Created by Industry” (555-560)

· DeTocqueville, Vol. 2, Part III

· Chapter 15, “On the Gravity of the Americans…” (609-611)

· Chapter 17, “How the Aspect of Society in the US is at Once Agitated and Monotonous” (614-616)

· DeTocqueville, Vol. 2, Part IV

· Chapter 6, “What sort of Despotism Democratic Nations Have to Fear” (690-695)

Week 4: Weber

The case for bureaucracy: How can “impersonal” relationships be necessary? What can bureaucracy accomplish that Tocquevillean civic associations cannot?

Tuesday, September 16
· Lemert: Max Weber. “The Bureaucratic Machine.” Pp. 83-87
· Lemert: Max Weber. “The Types of Legitimate Domination.” Pp. 88-90

· Lemert: Max Weber. “Class, Status and Party.” Pp. 90-97
Thursday, September 18
· Weber, Max. “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.” Pp. 1-50
Week 5: Weber (cont’d)
Tuesday, September 23
· Weber, Max. “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.” Pp. 51-101
Thursday, September 25
· Weber, Max. “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.” Pp. 101-125
Week 6: Durkheim
Religion and the sacred. Durkheim claims that all religious groups worship symbols representing the socities which they belong to. We explore Durkheim’s concepts of collective representations, structuralism, symbolic realism, individuality as a social product. Symbols are shared forces that enable and constrain our thoughts and actions. The industrial revolution and a division of labor may result in some persons’ social marginality (i.e. “anomie”), but social institutions can mediate that effect.

Tuesday, September 30
· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “Anomie and the Modern Division of Labor.” Pp. 57-59

· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “Anomie and the Modern Division of Labor.” Pp. 60-61

· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “Sociology and Social Facts.” Pp. 61-63

· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “Suicide and Modernity.” Pp. 63-68

Thursday, October 2
· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “Primitive Classifications and Social Knowledge.” Pp. 69-72

· Lemert: Emile Durkheim. “The Cultural Logic of Collective Representations.” Pp. 72-79

Week 7: Dubois
Double-Consciousness as belonging, but not belonging. DuBois’ early writings on Black integrationism. How did DuBois’ later writings shift towards separatism? DuBois disagreed with ideas by another prominent African American, Booker T. Washington, over the means of uplift for the Black community; where Washington saw vocational training as uplifting, DuBois saw it as reproducing inequality. DuBois was an advocate for college education among Blacks, but not all Blacks—mainly for the “talented tenth.” DuBois envisioned Black colleges as creating a particular type of student, one who would understand the condition of the Black community and find ways to politically empower it.

Tuesday, October 7
· Lemert: W.E.B. Dubois. “Double-Consciousness and the Veil.” Pp. 126-130

· Lemert: W.E.B. Dubois. “Black Reconstruction and the Racial Wage.” Pp. 184-186

· Dubois, Black Colleges.

Thursday, October 9
***Classical Theory Paper Due***

· In class: Eyes on the Prize Season 1, Part 5, “Mississippi: Is This America?” (1962-1964) 

· In class writing assignment on WEB Dubois’ concept of the “Talented Tenth.”
Contemporary Sociological Theory: The Early 20th Century (Weeks 8-10)
This section examines the evolution of the pillars of American sociology: structural functionalism, symbolic interactionism and conflict theory. As Raewyn Connell points out, the connection between these bodies of literature and the founding fathers of sociology (i.e. Marx, Weber and Durkheim) were worked into America’s history of sociology much later than we think. In this section, we examine the trajectory of American sociological theory, from the development of the Chicago School of Sociology, to micro-sociology, to grand theory. 

Week 8: The Trajectory of American Sociological Theory
The Chicago school conceptualization of the relationship between industrialization and social inequality: social disorganization. How does this relate to Durkheim’s concept of anomie? How did Jane Addams and Park et al. differ in their approach to addressing social inequality? How might we think critically of these literatures in the place of American sociology?

Tuesday, October 14
· Lemert: William I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki. “Disorganization of the Polish Immigrant.” Pp. 190-195

· Jane Addams. “The Settlement as a Factor in the Labor Movement.”

· Park, Burgess and McKenzie. The City, Chapter 2. “The Growth of the City.”

Thursday, October 16
· American Humanities Review extract of:

· Raewyn Connell. Southern Theory, Chapter 1. “Empire and the Creation of a Social Science.” (p. 53-57)

· Lemert: Antonio Gramsci. “Intellectuals and Hegemony.” Pp. 202-203

Week 9: Micro-sociology
This week we will take a turn away from the large-scale macro-structural frameworks discussed in previous weeks, and turn our attention towards micro level sociological theories.  The Chicago School of Sociology pioneered the use of rigorous qualitative methods to fashion grand theory. How does the first Chicago school (i.e. Cooley and Mead) bear resemblances to Freud’s writing on the ego, id and superego? How does the second Chicago School of Sociology (i.e. Becker, Goffman) further deconstruct social interaction?

Tuesday, October 21
· Lemert: Sigmund Freud. “The Psychical Apparatus and the Theory of Instincts.” 

· Lemert: Charles Horton Cooley. “The Looking Glass Self.” Pp. 142

· Lemert: George Herbert Mead. “The Self, the I, and the Me.” Pp. 162-165

Thursday, October 23
· Howard Becker. “Outsiders.”

· Erving Goffman. Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, “Introduction” and “Performances.” Pp. 1-13

· Erving Goffman. “Front and Back Regions of Everyday Life.”

Week 10: Structural Functionalism and Grand Theory
This week we examine the writings of the American father of sociology, Talcott Parsons. We think critically of his idea that society has a harmonious equilibrium, balanced by social institutions. We draw on Raewn Connell’s critique of Northern (or Western) Theory, interogating a presupposed “God’s Eye View” and the far reach of generalizations based on abstract theorization. How do Bourdeiu, Giddens and Coleman fit into the use of sociology in America? 

Tuesday, October 28
· Lemert: Talcott Parsons. “The Unit of Action Systems.” Pp. 156-158

· Lemert: Talcott Parsons. “Action Systems and Social Systems.” Pp. 231-233

· Lemert: Talcott Parsons. “Sex Roles in the American Kinship System.” Pp. 233-236

· Lemert: Robert K. Merton. “Manifest and Latent Functions.” Pp. 236-239

· Lemert: Robert K. Merton. “Social Structure and Anomie.” Pp. 174-183

Thursday, October 30
· Raewyn Connell. Southern Theory, Chapter 2. “Modern General Theory and Its Hidden Assumptions.” Pp. 28-48

· Lemert: Pierre Bourdieu. “Structures, Habitus, Practices.” Pp. 329-333

· Lemert: Anthony Giddens. “Post-Modernity or Radicalized Modernity?” Pp. 367-372

· Lemert: James S. Coleman. “The New Social Structure and the New Social Science.” Pp. 380-382

Contemporary Sociological Theory: The Late 20th Century (Weeks 11-16)
Early sociology is marked by a great tendency to centralize meaning into large, abstract categories, from capitalism, democracy and bureaucracy, to social ecology, functionalism and symbolic interactionism.  How did disruptions in late 20th century challenge such broad understandings? How did global social movements reformulate sociological discourses? 

Week 11: Anti-Colonization and the 1960s Social Movements
Colonization, post-colonization and social movements. How did intellectuals in the global south take on and remake social theory in the global north? How was Marx drawn upon? How did intellectuals conceptualize social unrest inside and outside of the US?

Tuesday, November 4
· Lemert: Reinhold Niebuhr. “Moral Man and Immoral Society.” Pp. 187-188

· Lemert: Simone Beauvoir. “Women as Other.” Pp. 259-261

· Lemert: Aime Cesaire. “Between Colonizer and Colonized.” Pp. 262-263

· Lemert: Franz Fanon. “Decolonizing, National Culture, and the Negro Intellectual.” Pp. 273-276

Thursday, November 6
· C. Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination, “The Promise.”

· Lemert: C.L.R. James. “Black Power and Stokely.”

· Lemert: Martin Luther King. “The Power of Nonviolent Action.” Pp. 264-266

· Lemert: Betty Friedan. “The Problem That Has No Name.” Pp. 271-273

Week 12: Post-modernism
How did global mid-century movements remake Western sociological theory? Have we reached the point where “all that is solid melts into air?” Is the social still shaped by the material? How did modern social unrest disrupt—or extend—the ambivalent social condition of modernity?

Tuesday November 11


***NO CLASS***
Thursday, November 13
· Lemert: Jacques Derrida. “The Decentering Event in Social Thought.” Pp. 308-311

· Lemert: Jean-Francois Lyotard. “The Postmodern Condition.” Pp. 347

· Lemert: Jeane Baudrillard. “Simulacra and Simulations: Disneyland.” Pp. 357

· Lemert: Michel Foucault. “Power as Knowledge.” Pp. 353-357

· Lemert: Michel Foucault. “Biopolitics and the Carceral Society.” Pp. 311-314
Week 13: Reflexivity
In past weeks we have discussed how sociological theory can be grand or middle-range, macro or micro, Western or global. This week we examine ontological issues: how do we know that what we know is generalizable? Garfinkel challenges our perception that anything might be generalizable, while Gouldner encourages to think of sociologists’ position in the field. How do feminists build upon the critique of a “God’s Eye View” of sociology? How do their contributions further enrich the discipline?

Tuesday, November 18
· Lemert: Harold Garfinkel. “Reflexive Properties of Practical Sociology.” Pp. 325

· Lemert: Alvin W. Gouldner. “Toward a Reflexive Sociology.”

Thursday November 20
· Lemert: Dorothy Smith. “Knowing a Society from Within: A Woman’s Standpoint.” Pp. 295-298

· Lemert: Patricia Hill Collins. “Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination.” Pp. 403-411

· Lemert: Gloria Anzaldua. “The New Mestiza.” Pp. 412-415

Week 14: Transnationalism
How are global flows of capital and labor enmeshed in the late 20th century?

Tuesday, November 25
***Contemporary Theory Paper Due***

· Peggy Levitt. The Transnational Villagers, “Introduction.”

Thursday, November 27


***NO CLASS***
Week 15: Advanced Industrialism
The postwar economic boom, and the shift from industrialization to advanced industrialization. How do global flows of undocumented immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers fit into postwar democracies? (Here’s a clue: Europe and the US never materialized into T.H. Marshall’s utopia). How do flows of capital reconfigure relationships between subjects in states and across states?

Tuesday, December 2
· T.H. Marshall. “Citizenship and Social Class.”

· Saskia Sassen. Globalization and its Discontents. Chapter 6, “Notes on the Incorportation of Third World-Women Into Wage Labor Through Immigration and Offshore Production.”

Thursday, December 4
· Saskia Sassen. Globalization and its Discontents. Chapter 7, “Service Employment Regimes and the New Inequality.”

· Lemert: Immanuel Wallerstein. “The Modern World-System.” Pp. 298-302

· Lemert: Theda Skocpol. “The State as a Janus-Faced Structure.” Pp. 303-305
Week 16: Globalization
We end the semester with big-picture questions about the world, and sociology’s place in it. Is the nation-state in decline? How have global flows of capital undermined territorialism? How have global capital flows recast territorialism? What dangers lie in theorizing from our position in the Western (i.e. Northern, center, developed, metropole, etc.) world? Is sociology theory, in its current state, salvageable? 

Tuesday, December 9
· Lemert: Immanuel Wallerstein. “The Modern World-System in Crisis.” Pp. 448-450

· Lemert: Manuel Castells. “The Global Network.”

· Lemert: Zygmunt Bauman. “Liquid Modernity.” Pp. 450-452

· Lemert: Stanley Hoffman. “The Clash of Globalizations.” Pp. 455-459

· Lemert: Stuart Hall. “The Gobal, The Local, and the Return of Ethnicity.” Pp. 459-464

Thursday, December 11
· Lemert: Saskia Sassen. “Toward a Feminist Analytics of the Global Economy.”

· Lemert: Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. “Can the Subaltern Speak?” Pp. 400-403

· Lemert: Raewyn Connell. “Southern Theory: Gender and Violence.” Pp. 501-503

Final Exam

Monday, December 15

6:30-9:30PM
2

