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Not too long ago, I preached a sermon about Jesus weeping at the grave of his friend Lazarus. I mentioned
that I had a theology about God and tears that I would share at some point. Well, this is your lucky month!
This issue of tears and God really hit home for me when I was serving a congregation in Connecticut.
Over a span of a few months I had talked with several people who told me that they could not attend church
services anymore because they were afraid that they were going to cry and they didn’t want to be embarrassed or interrupt others around them. Even though these are common reasons that people give, the reality is that during
these times of struggle and sorrow the best place to be is in church!
All of these individuals were wrestling with some painful thing
happening in their life that was monopolizing their thoughts and
feelings. When this happens, we tend to pull back from people and
from God and try to deal with it by ourselves.
Being overwhelmed and alone can disrupt our jobs, our relationships, our faith and stability. We have been socialized to believe that we can take care of ourselves and that we are supposed
8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
to always present a strong and confident demeanor. Tears, how- June 4
ever, reveal a softer side to us that many people view as a sign of June 11
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
weakness. So in an effort to maintain a sense of control we try at
all costs not to cry in front of anyone.
June 18
8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
Whether they are tears of sadness, frustration, pain, fear, guilt
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
or joy, tears always signify that we are overcome with some emo- June 25
tion or experience and our body needs a release.
Tears remind us that we cannot and should not try to keep our
Tuesday Worship
emotions bottled up inside.
10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
Tears connect us to our humanity, to our imperfections to our June 13
Hope Health Care
hopes and dreams. Tears push us to admit that we are not in total
control, that we need assistance because we cannot make it June 27
10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
through this life on our own. We need each other for comfort, conHope Health Care
solation, encouragement and support. Tears bind us to our relaWednesday Worship
tionships – with self, others and God.
We cry at those moments when we are most vulnerable, when June 7
Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
we have let down our guard and allowed the outside world to come
in. Our tears pour forth when something or someone has touched
Bible Study 10:00 am
us so deeply. These are the moments we realize that there is some- June 14
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
thing greater than ourselves. Tears link us to the reality that we are
incomplete, that we are missing something and that we long for June 21
Bible Study 10:00 am
wholeness, restoration and reconciliation.
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
In short, we are longing for God.
Bible Study 10:00 am
Think about it. What does God desire most of all? I think it is June 28
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
our complete trust and faith and our acknowledgment that we need
continued on page 2
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God in our lives. Often the only time we may actually admit this is when we are most vulnerable – when joy, sadness,
loss, illness or pain surround us. It is at these times that our tears begin to flow and we are most open to allowing God into
our lives. Tears tell us that God is with us, right now in the midst of everything.
I firmly believe that tears are a sign that God is surrounding us, loving us and holding us in that very moment. Christian
community should be an open, understanding place where we can express our pain, sorrow and joy. God wants us to bring
our entire selves to worship and place all of our thoughts and feelings in front of the altar so that we may be healed and
made whole.
So the next time you find yourself fighting back tears - let them flow and look for the presence of God within and
around you. It may be God knocking on the door to your heart!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Spring Clean-up Day

On Saturday, May 13th, several members of St.
John’s spent the morning and part of the afternoon cleaning up the outside areas of the church
and rectory. This included shrub trimming,
weeding, picking up litter around the fences and
collecting all the tree branches that have fallen
to the ground.
A special thank you to Ken Coyne and Don
Streeter for coordinating the effort and thanks
to John Omaweng, Jeannie Coyne and Charmaine Wells who participated in the cleanup
day!

Sunday Morning Breakfasts

We will not be having Sunday breakfast during
June, July or August but we will resume these
delicious gatherings in September. Stay tuned
for a starting date.
THANK you to the Men’s group and all the
women who also help out in making these
breakfasts happen. We greatly appreciate all
you do!

Before

After!

is June 8th!

Remember that we are updating our parish photo directory.
Everyone is encouraged to sign up and come in to have their picture taken on THURSDAY, JUNE 8th from 2:00 – 8:30 pm.
Everyone who comes in will receive a free 8x10 picture.

Loving Day
Celebration
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June 12, 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the landmark Supreme
Court decision that declared all laws against interracial marriage unconstitutional in the United States. The Loving Day name comes
from the case, Loving v. Virginia (1967).
Richard Loving and Mildred Jeter grew up in Caroline County, Virginia. They fell in love and decided to get married.
Unfortunately, getting married was not as simple in 1958 as it was today. Mildred was black and Richard was white.
There were laws that forbade people of different races to marry each other. This was true in many states, including Mildred
and Richard's home state of Virginia. However, interracial marriage was legal in Washington, DC at that time. Therefore,
they decided to drive to DC, get married, and return to Virginia to begin their life together.
This proved to be a short-term solution. The law in Virginia not only forbade interracial marriage ceremonies, but it
also forbade interracial couples from getting married elsewhere and returning to Virginia. One night, while they were
asleep, the newly-married Lovings were awakened by the police in their bedroom. The Lovings were taken to jail for the
crime of being married.
Their case went through many levels of the justice system yet their appeal was denied every time. Eventually their
case appeared before the United States Supreme Court. The Court decided unanimously in their favor. Finally, after nine
years of struggle, the Lovings won the right to live together as husband and wife in their home state. In the words of
Chief Justice Earl Warren, "Under our Constitution, the freedom to marry, or not marry, a person of another race resides
within the individual and cannot be infringed on by the State."
The Loving's case not only won them their freedom to love, but it also granted the same freedom to every interracial
couple in every state in America. At the time of the Loving decision, sixteen states from Delaware to Texas had laws
banning interracial couples. Loving v. Virginia (1967) made it illegal for these states to enforce those laws.
This ended a long era of laws that were enforced in forty-two states over the course of American history. These laws
did not only apply to black people and white people; many states also restricted white people from having relationships
with Asians, Native Americans, Indians, Hispanics, and other ethnic groups.
The freedom to love is something most of us take for granted. Like many other freedoms, the right for interracial
couples to be together was fought for and won as a part of our civil rights. Many people see this as the longest-lasting
part of the legal segregation that used to rule our nation. The Lovings, like Rosa Parks, played an important role in freeing
us from laws that punished people for no other reason than the color of their skin.
As part of our commitment at St. John’s to work for the promotion of diversity and inclusion in our parish and the
wider community, we will be hosting a presentation about this very important day.

Join us on SUNDAY, JUNE 11 at 9:30 am for a
festive coffee hour and a slide show facilitated by Nick Hamblin.

This feature highlights a St. John’s parishioner sharing an experience
of a miracle in her/his life. We as Christians believe that God is active
in the world and through our lens of faith we see miracles happen all
the time. Please consider sharing one of your miracle stories with us!
It may be a simple, ordinary event or something more involved, but it
is meant to encourage all of us. v

Update: We Have a New Community Garden Partner!
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Our friends at the McKinley Preschool have asked us about putting in a garden by the outdoor play
equipment. In our conversations about this, our vestry has offered them the use of the fenced in
garden that Robert Shork established last year for his Eagle Scout project.
One of the McKinley parents is working on becoming a Master Gardener and he agreed to put in
his training hours to coordinate the planting and maintaining of the garden for this summer. He will
establish a schedule for the preschool parents to sign up for weeding and watering the garden. Some
of the produce will go to our monthly food pantry days and they will also harvest and distribute it
for other purposes as well.

Notice what the garden looks like in the middle of May. (YIKES!!) We
will have an updated picture come July! If anyone from St. John’s would
like to assist with this gardening project, please let Charmaine know.

June 2017

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
18 Cheryl & Michael
Montgomery
19 Robert & Jill Shork

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
2 Jon Erickson
3 Jory King
3 Yvonne Williams
4 Grant Brown
11 Ken Kowalski
12 John Harmon
16 Nicholas Hamblin
17 Michael Montgomery
25 Rae Kleinbrook
26 Heather Kellogg

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

June 8, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, JUNE 4
or earlier!

JUNE EVENTS CALENDAR

June 11
June 11

Sundays:
Loving Day Presentation 9:30 am
Vestry Meeting at noon

June 8

Thursday:
PICTURE DAY 2:00 - 8:30 pm

Wednesdays:
June 7, 14, 21, 28 Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am
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