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OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Birda Ferguson
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

1: Tim Gelsinger
3: Jolene Stark
Randi Venturini
6: Larson Jones
7: Sara Kshatri
Justin Hughes
8: Lyman M. Gulick
10: Chris Bramley III
12: Pam Covert
13: Tracey Gelsinger
Sarah Wojcicki
16: Sandy Archer
18: Nicholas John
Wojcicki
19: Rhonda Stone
Sharon Wojcicki
21: Deborah Gulick
Shepherd
22: Heather Dartnell
25: Brielle Plumbo
Barbara Maze
28: Vanessa Neice

2018 SESSION
Class of 2018
Sandy Archer
John Mark Wojcicki
Sandy Woolcock Patton

Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

2018 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2018
Jen Bramley
Donna Erickson
Cynthia Luques

Class of 2019
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Giles Djongang
Sharon Heil

2018 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Dan Gardner - 2018
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - Session Liaison
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

29: Allison DelPlato
31: Chris Roguso

OCT ANNIVERSARIES
7:
8:

Pete & Carol Miller
Chip & Amy Cochran

Please keep the following in
your prayers:
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Richard
Bodycomb
Bramley Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Jenny Buzan
Barbara
Courtwright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Lauren DelPlato
Lily Erickson
Maria & Garry
Ferguson,
Birda’s In-Laws
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Cynthia
Hellerman
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz
Dotty Landiak
Mary Kate Lee

The Lee Family
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Martin Nyland
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Lauren Scavo niece of Glenn
Ferguson
Shepherd/Quiroz
Families
Kathy Slater
Mark Tilney
Brian & Nancy
White

DATES TO REMEMBER: OCTOBER 2018
1:
4:
6:
7:
11:
13:
14:
16:
17:
18:
20:
21:
23:
25:
27:
28:
31:

Community Blood Drive, Chapel - 3:30-7:30 pm
FPCH Ringers Rehearsal, Music Room - 6:40 pm
FPCH Senior Choir Rehearsal, Music Room - 7:30 pm
Deacons’ Clothing Drive drop off - 10 am-12pm
Worship - 10 am; World Communion; Sunday School;
Fellowship
FPCH Ringers Rehearsal, Music Room - 6:40 pm
FPCH Senior Choir Rehearsal, Music Room - 7:30 pm
Men’s Breakfast, Chapel - 8:30 am
Worship - 10 am; Sunday School; Fellowship; Ashley Farms
orders due by today!
Session meeting, Conference Room - 6:30 pm
PLEFF dinner, Maria Bonita, Hackettstown - 6 pm
FPCH Ringers Rehearsal, Music Room - 6:40 pm
FPCH Senior Choir Rehearsal, Music Room - 7:30 pm
Presbyterian Women’s Holiday Bazaar, Chapel - 9 am-12 pm
Women’s Breakfast, River Star Diner - 9 am
Worship - 10 am; Sunday School; Fellowship
Deacons’ meeting, Conference Room - 6:30 pm
FPCH Ringers Rehearsal, Music Room - 6:40 pm
FPCH Senior Choir Rehearsal, Music Room - 7:30 pm
Work Day, 8 am- 12 pm Reformation Sunday Worship - 10 am; Sunday School;
Fellowship
Happy Halloween!

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dearest Friends in Faith,
Watching green leaves transform into red, yellow, and orange
never gets old. I remember looking for colorful leaves on the
grounds of my college when one of my professors stopped to ask
what I was doing. I felt like I was five again as I explained that my
roommate and I planned to encase them in wax paper and
tape them to our dorm window so the sunlight could shine
through. He thought it was great and encouraged me to
have fun.
October is such a natural fit for celebrating both God’s
creation and our faith. World Communion Sunday concludes the
Season of Peace which we commemorated through
hymns and anthems incorporating a message of God’s
peace. On World Communion Sunday we will dedicate
the Peace and Global Witness Special Offering which
supports peacemaking in our communities and our world.
This year’s Peacemaking literature calls attention to programs
to end human trafficking and the use of child soldiers. We live in a
sometimes chaotic world. It helps to remember that God is always
near and that together we can make a difference in someone’s life.
October ends with Reformation Sunday when we
remember that God’s church is both “unchanging” and
“always changing”! This year, Protestant congregations
recognize the 501st anniversary of Martin Luther’s actions
which brought historic changes to the ways we worship and govern
ourselves in God’s name. Please join us for both of these Sundays
(and the ones between)!
I’ll be watching for you!

Birda Buzan Ferguson, Pastor

SEPTEMBER 2018 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include any
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
August
Year to Date
Income
$18,504.88
$134,906.21
Expenses Paid
$15,528.70
$129,922.93
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
$ 2,976.18
$ 4,983.28
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
At the end of August, there were $870.52 in invoices received and
pending obligations due in September.
These expenses were credit card
charges of oil, internet, phone, office
and music supplies along with payroll.
The 2018 Per Capita is $35.00 for each
of the 217 members of our Church.
The total amount due in 2018 is
$7,595.00 or $632.92 monthly.
In
August, $0.00 was received for the Per
Capita leaving the total received in
2018 at $3,978.00 or 52% of the
annual amount due.

Contact Al Ravo if you have any
questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

October 7: In The Wonder of His Grace-Senior Choir-FPCH Ringers
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
On this World Communion Sunday, the Senior Choir sings a new
anthem written just for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. We are
delighted that Ved Fernandez will be accompanying the choir on violin.
And to extend here in our own community the idea of World
Communion, our brothers and sisters in Christ at Gethsemane Lutheran
Church will sing the same anthem today. The FPCH Ringers will be
playing another new anthem for this choir, a piece written for
Communion.
October 14: Just Two Words-Sr. Choir
Bells of Praise-Joyful Noise Bell Choir
Jacob’s Ladder-Pastor Birda Ferguson and Lorinda Ravo
Today’s beautiful anthem is a favorite of many in our Senior Choir.
What are the two words that the title alludes to? “Follow Me”. What is
your answer to Christ’s command to this invitation?
Our Joyful Noise Bell Choir makes their 2018-2019 debut as they play a
piece arranged just for them. We delight in having these dedicated
kids share their talent with us.
Pastor Birda and Lorinda will be playing an upbeat arrangement of
Jacob’s Ladder as the offertory music this morning.
October 21: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord-Grace Notes
Our talented singers in the women’s ensemble Grace Notes provide this
morning’s anthem.
October 28: I Want Jesus to Walk With
Me-Senior Choir
Seek Ye First-Little Lights Sunday School
Choir
The Senior Choir sings a spiritual this
morning that can also be found in our Glory
to God hymnal. The hymn notes for this
piece tell us that “The two equal phrases in
each line suggest that this African American
spiritual shares some characteristics of work or field songs that were
used to coordinate the efforts of slaves involved in tasks (road clearing,
ditch diffing, etc.) that needed combined rhythmic strokes.”
The Little Lights song this morning uses as its text the words of
Matthew 6:33, Matthew 7:7 and Matthew 4:4.

NEEDED

CAMEOS AT FPCH

One of the unsung hero roles at FPCH is being an Offering Counter.
Every Sunday after worship, the Counters take the morning’s offering
to a room of the church where they count and record the results
before the offering is deposited in the bank. Counters work in teams
of three with one Lead counter who records the information for the
Financial Secretary, and two regular counters. We have five Counting
Teams, one for each Sunday of the month. Right now, Team 3 (3rd
Sunday) needs a “regular” counter and Team 4 (4th Sunday) needs a
“Lead” counter. Counters do not need to be ordained, but they do
need to be church members. If you are interested, contact Al Ravo,
Deb Gulick Shepherd, or Birda Ferguson.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LORINDA RAVO

LITTLE LIGHTS SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR and JOYFUL NOISE
BELL CHOIR
Our Little Lights will usually be singing on the 4th Sunday of each
month. When the children arrive in church, please take them to the
back of the church where their choir robes are hanging so that they
will be ready to sing during the worship service. We love having them
raise their precious voices in song! The Children’s bell choir: Joyful
Noise will generally be playing on the second Sunday of each month,
so that you can plan your schedule to include your children helping to
lead worship on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.

SEPTEMBER LADIES BREAKFAST
AT THE RIVER STAR DINER

MEMBERS ARE INTENT ON
LEARNING FROM THE BIBLE

ASHLEY FARMS ORDERS DUE
All Ashley Farms orders are to be turned in by October 15th.
Complete the tally sheet on the front of the envelope and return only
the envelope and the money to Donna Erickson. If you have any
questions, please call 908-637-6007.

LITTLE RINGERS REHEARSE FOR THEIR BIG PERFORMANCE

OCTOBER 2018 GREETERS:
7 OCT
14 OCT
21 OCT
28 OCT

Marge Conroy &
Frank McCabe
Sandy Lindstedt &
Muriel Stellingwerf
Jackie Hammel &
Beverly Saunders
Maria Koskulics &
Russ Reed

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS
IS OCTOBER 7TH
BY: SANDY ARCHER

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is one of four Special
Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Dedicated October 7,
World Communion Sunday, Peace and Global
Witness enables the church to promote the peace
of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our
communities and across the world.
Presbyterians can help transform lives through
our work for peace with the tools God has given us.
Together in the Spirit of God, we work to break the
power of hate and heal the wounds of violence and
division. We join in the Peace & Global Witness
Offering because it is boundless peace God offers.
By giving to the Peace & Global Witness
Offering, we work together to share Christ’s peace with one another.
We seek peace in a chaotic world, finding strength in knowing that
God is always near.
This year’s emphasis is from 2 Thessalonians 3: 16, “Now may
the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.” Look
for the envelopes and give as you are able.

ANNUAL ROAST BEEF DINNER - 2018
Our church will hold its annual roast beef dinner on
Saturday. November 3, 2018 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the
chapel. It will include family style roast beef,
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans,
coleslaw, bread and butter, beverages and
dessert
Tickets cost $15.00 for adults and
$8.00 for children (under age 12). Advance
purchase of tickets is strongly recommend as
only a limited number of tickets may be
purchased at the door. Take-out dinners will also be available if
tickets are purchased in advance.
To buy tickets, sell tickets or for further information, please
contact Ellen Bergman (908) 637-6236 or Donna Erickson (908)
637- 6007. Tickets will be sold after worship in the rear hallway
to the parking lot entrance.

FELLOWSHIP AND NURTURE UPDATE
We continue to enjoy FELLOWSHIP HOUR following Worship
every Sunday morning. I would like to thank those of you who
have signed up and hosted a Fellowship Hour in the past. It has
become a time that many of us enjoy before heading home for
the day.
If you are interested in hosting a Fellowship Hour, you will
find the sign up sheets in the front of the sanctuary or you can
talk to me (Grace Clegg). I will be happy to answer any
questions.
Do you believe we already have a date for the Family
Christmas Dinner? It will be Saturday, December 1st. Mark your
calendars and don’t accept any other engagements for that
evening. More information, about the evening, in the November
Newsletter.
Grace Clegg

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE COMMUNITY
“Active Shooter Training Seminar” Monday, October 1st 7 p.m.,
No cost, but call to let them know if you plan to attend:
908-852-3020. Trinity House of Trinity United Methodist Church.
“Community Blood Drive” Monday, October 1st 3:30–
7:30 p.m., FPCH Chapel at 291 Main Street.
“Living With Grief” Tuesday evenings: October 2, 9, 16,
23, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Hackettstown Medical Center, 651 Willow Grove.
Sponsored by Karen Ann Quinlan Hospice.
“Fall Fun Day” Sunday, October 7th 2-7 p.m., Camp
Johnsonburg, Hiking, Boating, Pumpkin Bowling and
MORE; Dinner 5:30 p.m. Adults, $15, 6-12, $10, 0-5,
free. Call 908-852-2349.
“Fall Quilting Retreat” October 18-21, Camp
Johnsonburg; Contact the camp for fee and reservation
information: 908-852-2349.
“Fall Women’s Retreat, Come to the Well: Living
Waters for Anxious Times” October 26-27, Camp Johnsonburg,
Leader Rev. Dr. Joanne Van Sant.
Contact the camp for fee and reservation
information.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ANNOUNCE
TWO EVENTS IN OCTOBER
BY: GRACE CLEGG

HOLIDAY MARKET AND VICTORIAN TEA SATURDAY - OCTOBER
20th in THE CHAPEL HOLIDAY MARKET - 9:00am to 2:00pm
VICTORIAN TEA - 10:00am to 1:00pm
There will be Holiday Tables, White Elephant Tables, a Bake
Table and even a place to rest awhile and enjoy a cup of tea with a
scone.
In order to make this a successful event, we need your help.
We are looking for items for our Holiday Tables (new or slightly
used). The items can be from Valentine’s Day to Christmas and all
Holidays in between.
If you have anything you no longer have a use for, and is in
good condition, please consider donating it to PW for the White
Elephant Table. Many treasures have been found at these tables.
There will be someone at the chapel from 10:00 - 1:00 on
Saturday, October 13th to receive your donations. If this does not
work for you, please contact Grace at 852-1822 to make different
arrangements.
The Bake Table is always a favorite - Do you have something
special that you like to make? It could be a favorite pie, favorite
cookies, candy or even a jar of jelly or relish. Please continue to
make this one of our best tables. You can drop your donation off
at the chapel on Friday, October 19th between 10:00 and 3:00.
AND
You don’t want to miss stopping by on the 20th to enjoy our
Victorian Tea. Our menu is growing as I type this.
I hope to hear from you about your donations and to see you on
the 20th for TEA.
Happy Autumn

PLEFF DINNER MEETING AND LOCALE
SET
The PLEFF group enjoyed dinner at Sizzle in
September, and we’re looking forward to our next
outing in October which will be held at Maria
Bonita in Hackettstown on October 17th. If you’d
like to be included on the email list that will give
you date, time, and location, please be sure to talk
with Winnie Slachetka!

LADIES WHO LUNCH
The Ladies Who Lunch traveled to Asbury
to the Willows restaurant at the end of
September for a lovely lunch there. We’re
now planning our October24 lunch get
together, and if you’d like to be notified of
date, time, and location, please talk with
Sharon Heil or Lorinda Ravo.

AT RIGHT, YOU CAN WITNESS A
FALL VIEW OF OUR BEAUTIFUL
CHURCH. PHOTO COURTESY OF
PASTOR BIRDA FERGUSON.

TOP TEN ACTIVITIES FOR THE FALL
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This Fall, attempt to participate in a number of activities that
will bring you closer to your spirituality. They could be as simple
as or as intricate as you desire, but just be mindful of your need to
reflect and feel the presence of Jesus in your life.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Go on a nature hike to enjoy the scenery.
Take a drive in the country.
Visit a park and enjoy the solitude it brings.
Collect colorful Fall leaves.
Take a hayride and pick pumpkins to decorate the house.
Get lost in a corn maze.
Take a bike ride down a scenic path.
Go apple-picking and bake a pie.
Take a hot -air balloon ride.
Rent a cabin in the mountains.

You will find these events will bring joy and simplicity to your life,
so go out and enjoy your time in the beautiful world of nature.

GET READY FOR HALLOWEEN CANDY
TITHING!
For the fourth year, we will be collecting Halloween candy to
ship to soldiers serving our country overseas through an organization
called “Operation Gratitude”.
Last year, we were able to ship approximately over 60 pounds
of candy, and hope to top that this year! How can you help?
Use this as an opportunity to help your children understand the idea
of sharing their bounty with others. We suggest that for every 10
pieces of candy the children get during trick or treating, they give 1
piece to the collection at church.
Please have the children bring
their candy on the first Sunday after Halloween (November 4), as it
has to be shipped to Operation Gratitude no later than November 11.
And if you have left over candy that wasn’t handed out, and want to
donate that, we’ll gladly accept that as well!

WELCOME!
Sunday, September 23, we welcomed new members into our
church family. Say hello to:
Patricia and Geoffrey Gohlich. Pat enjoys sewing, reading, and
playing with her grandsons. She is a retired preschool teacher.
Geof is a retired teacher and professor of finance and economics
who enjoys hiking, tennis, and reading. (They
are also Harry Potter fans!)
Michael and Jessica McDonagh. Mike is a
PE teacher and basketball coach at
Hackettstown High School. Jessica is the
principal of the Liberty Elementary School.
She enjoys reading. They have two
daughters, Ani (8) and Brynn (5) who are in our Sunday School!
David Ryan. Dave is a retired accountant who collects coins and
enjoys baseball. He looks forward to participating wherever he is
needed!
Please let Birda Ferguson know if you or someone you know is
interested in us having another new member class in the near
future!

NEW MEMBERS ARE
RECEIVED INTO THE
CHURCH AS THE SESSION
MEMBERS LOOK ON..
PHOTO COURTESY OF
MARYANN SIMMONS.

Sharing God’s Bounty
Our Vocation as Stewards
A steward is someone who oversees the affairs for someone else. That person is a
caretaker, an administrator, and a manager for an owner. In the time of Jesus, the
steward represented a trusted overseer of a household. Jesus said in Luke 12:42,
“Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his
servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time?”
As God’s stewards, we realize that we have been gifted with much. As recipients
of God’s blessings, we are managers, not owners. As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:7,
“What do you have that you did not receive?” Everything we are, have, and will be
are gifts from God. We have been blessed so we can be a blessing to others. Each of
us receives varying amounts of talents and treasures, but all of us are called to be
faithful in the stewardship of what we receive. In the words of Jesus, “From everyone
who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been
entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Luke 12:48).
We are all stewards. Some of us are faithful stewards who manage God’s
blessings in God-pleasing ways, while others mismanage them. Others have chosen to
be self-centered stewards who only serve themselves. Some of us may want to be
good stewards but lack wisdom. To illustrate this point Paul Lindholm, in his book
First Fruits, told the story about a man who on a hot summer day decided to stretch
out with his pet monkey under the shade of a large tree. When a fly disturbed him, he
ordered his pet monkey which was beside him to keep the fly away. The fly landed on
the man’s nose and the monkey killed it with a stone badly bruising his master’s nose.
The monkey was faithful but not wise. We can be stewards who at times will do
foolish things, but because of his faithfulness, God will forgive us and give us the
wisdom we need to be fruitful and God-pleasing stewards.
As God’s stewards, we understand that we are on a journey with Jesus Christ to
serve God’s world wherever we are placed. As God sent Jesus, we are sent. We have a
high vocation that requires us to have hearts filled with God’s love and minds focused
on God’s will. As the Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each one should use
whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in
its various forms.”
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DID YOU KNOW?
BY: DEBRORAH GULICK SHEPHERD

Originally, two boards governed the church: the Elders
and the Trustees. During the 1800s the Elders were elected,
ordained, and in many instances served for life. They were in
charge of the spiritual growth of the congregation. The Board
of Trustees were elected for 1,2, or 5 year terms. They were
not ordained, but instead were sworn in each year by a local
Justice of the Peace and said act was attested to in the
minutes. The Trustees were in charge of the finances and paid
the bills. They were also in charge of the pew rentals and the
collection of same. It was a very challenging position. The two
boards were merged in the 1960s. Now our elected Elders
serve as Trustees as well.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome, Fall!
This season of the year for me is a time of
reflection and rejuvenation. It is a time for
new beginnings as we all get to meet new
people and have new encounters.
This Fall, I wish you all a season of great
health and happiness and look forward to
seeing you all in Church on Sunday.
Have a blessed month!

MaryAnn Simmons

